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r. The prophet owns the receipt of God's anfwer to his for- 
mer reprefentation, and the impreflion it made upon him, ver. 2. 
0 Lord* I have heard thy fpeech* thy hearing* fo fome read it, 
that which thou wouldft have us hear, the decree that is gone 
forth for the affli&ing thy people; 1 received thine* and it is be- 
fore me. Note, Thofe that would rightly order their fpeech to 
God, muft carefully obferve and lay before them, his fpeech to 
them. He had faid, chap, ii. 1. / will zvatch to fee what he will 
fay* and now he owns, Lord* I have [heard thy fpeech 3 for if we 
turn a deaf ear to God's word, we can expe£t no other but that 
he fhould turn a deaf ear to our prayers, Prov. xxviii. 9. I heard 
it, and was afraid. Meftages immediately from heaven, com- 
monly ftruck even the beft and boldeft men into a confirmation, 
Mofes, Ifaiah, and Daniel, did exceedingly fear and quake: but 
befides that, the matter of this meflage made the prophet afraid, 
when he heard how low the people of God fhould be brought, 
under the opprefling power of the Chaldeans, and how long they 
fliould continue tinder it, he was afraid left their fpirits fhould 
quite fail* and left the church fhould be utterly rooted out and 
run down, and being kept low fo long fhould be lofi at length. 

2. He earneftly prays that for the elects fake* thefe days of 
trouble might be Jhortened* or the trouble of thefe days mitigated 
and moderated, or the people of God fupported and comforted 
under it. He thinks it very long to wait till the end of the 
years* perhaps he refers to the feventy years, fixed for the con- 
tinuance of the captivity, and therefore Lord (faith he) do fome- 
thing on our behalf in the midft of the years* thofe years of our 
diftrefs, tho* we be not delivered, and our oppreflbrs deftroyed, 
yet let us not be abandoned and caft off. (1.) Do fomething 
for thine own caufe ; revive thy work* i. e. thy church, that is 
the work of God* s own hand, formed by him, formed for him, 
revive that, even when it zualks in the midft of trouble Pfal. 
cxxxviii. 7, 8. Grant thy people a little reviving in their bon- 
dage* Ezra ix. 8. Pfal. lxxxv. 6. Preferve alivje thy work* fo 
fome read it, tho' thy church be chaftened, let it not be killed 5 
tho 9 it have not its liberty, yet continue its life, fave a remnant 
alive to be a feed of another generation. Revive the work of thy 
grace in us, by fanclifying the trouble to us, and fuppGrting us 
under it, tho' the time be not yet come, even the fet time for our 
deliverance out of it 3 whatever becomes of us, tho* we be as 
dead and dry bones, Lord, let thy work be revived* let not that 
fink and go back, and come to nothing, (2.) Do fomething 
for thine own honour, in the midfl of the years make known* 
make thvfelf known, for now verily thou art a God that bideft 
thyfelf* Ifa. xlv. 15. make . known thy power, thy pity, thy 
promife, thy providence in the government of the world, for 
the fafety and welfare of thy church. Tho* we be buried in 
obfcurity, yet, Lord, make thyfelf known 3 whatever becomes of 
Ifrael, let not the God of Ifrael be forgotten in the world, but 
difcover himfelf even in the midft of the dark years, before thou 
art expected to appear. When in the midft of the years of the 
captivity, God miraculoufly owned the three children in the fiery 
furnace, and humbled Nebuchadnezzar, this prayer was an- 
fwered, in the midft of the years ?nake known. (3.) Do fome- 
thing for thy peoples comfort, in wrath remember mercy, and 
make that blown : fhew us thy mercy* O Lord* Pfal. lxxxv. 7. 
They fee God's difpleafure againft them in their troubles, and 
that makes them grievous indeed, there is wrath in the bitter 
cup* that therefore they deprecate, and are earneft in begging, 
that in the midft of wrath God would remember mercy to them, 
would make it appear that he is a merciful God, and they are 
veflels of his mercy. Note, Even thofe that are under the 
tokens of God's wrath, yet muft not defpair of his mercy 3 and 
mercy, meer mercy, is that which we muft flee to for refuge, 
and rely upon as our only plea. He doth not fay, remember our 
merit, but, Lord, reme?nber thy own mercy. 



3. God came from Teman, and the holy One from 
mount Pa ran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, 
and the earth was full of his praife. 4. And his bright- 
nefs was as the light, he had horns coming out of 
his hand, and there was the hiding of his^ power. 
5. Before him went the peftilence, and burning coals 

meafured 



his feet. 



He 



and 



and 



went forth at 

the earth: he beheld, and drove afunder the nations, 

the everlafting mountains were fcattered, 
perpetual hills did bow : his ways are everlafting. 
7. I faw the tents of Cufhan in affii&ion : 
curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. 8. Was 
the LORD difpleafed againft the rivers? was thine 
anger againft. the rivers? was thy wrath againft the 



the 
and the 



* 

chariots of falvation ? 



fea, that thou didft ride upon thine horfes, and thy 

9. Thy bow was made quite 
naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy 
word. Selah. Thou didft cleave the earth with ri- 
vers. 10. The mountains faw thee, and they trembled : 
the overflowing of the water pafled by : the deep 

uttered his voice, and lift up his hands on high. 



11. The fun and moon ftood ftill in their habitation : 
at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the 
fhining of thy glittering fpear. 12; Thou didft march 
through the land in indignation, thou didft threfli the 
heathen in anger. 13. Thou wenteft forth for the 
falvation of thy people, even for falvation with thine 
anointed ; thou woundedft the head out of the houfe 
of the wicked, by difcovering the foundation unto 
the neck. Selah. 14. Thou didft ftrike through 
with his ftaves the head of his villages : they came 
out as a whirlwind to fcatter me : their rejoycing was 
as to devour the poor fecretly. 15. Thou didft walk 
through the fea with thine horfes, through the heap 
of great waters. 

It has been the ufual practice of God's people, when they have 
been in diftrefs, and ready to fall into defpair, to help them- 
felves by recolle&ing their experiences, and reviving them, con- 
fidering the days of old, and the years of ancient times* Pfal. Ixxvii. 5. 
and pleading them with God in prayer, as he is pleafed fome- 
times to plead them with himfelf, Ifa. lxiit. ir. Then he r erne in- 
bred the days of old. This is that which the prophet doth here, 
and he looks as far back, as the firft forming them into a people, 
when they were brought by miracles out of Egypt, a houfe of 
bondage, through the wildernefs, a land of drought* into Canaan 
then poflefTed by mighty ?iations 3 he that thus brought them at 
firft into Canaan through fo much difficulty, can now bring 
them thither again out of Babylon, how great foever the diffi- 
culties are that lie in the way. Thofe works of wonders wrought 
of old, are here molt magnificently delcribed, for the greater 

encouragement to the faith of God's people in their prefent 
ftraits. 

1. God appeared in his glory, fo as he never did before or 
fince, ver. 3, 4. He came from Teman, even the holy One from 
mount Paran, this refers to the vifible difplay of the glory of 
God, when he gave the law upon mount Sinai, as appears by 
Deut. xxxiii. 2. whence thefe expreflions are borrowed 3 then the 
Lord came down upon mount Sinai in a cloud, Exod. xix. 20. 
and his glory was as the devouring fire 3 not only to enforce the 
law he then gave them, but to avow the deliverance he had 
wrought for them, and to magnify it, for the firft word he faid 
there, was, /am the Lord thy God that brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt : I that appear in this glory, am the author of that* 
work. Then his glory covered the heavens, which (hone with 
the reflexion of that glorious appearance of his ; the earth alfo 
was full of his praife* or, of his fplendor* as fome read it. People 
at a diftance faw the cloud and fire on the top of mount Sinai, 
and praifed the God of Ifrael, or the earth zvas full of thofe works 
of God which were to be praifed. His brightnefs zvas as the light* 
as the light of the fun when he goes forth in his ftrength ; he 
had horns or bright beams (fo it mould be rendred) coming out of 
his fide or hand 3 rays of glory were darted forth around him ; 
and with fome rays borrowed thence, it was that Mofes's face 
(hone when he came down from that mount of glory. Some by the 
horns, the two horns (for the word is dual) coming out of his hand* 
underftand the two tables of the law* which perhaps when God 
delivered them to Mofes, tho' they were tables of ftone, had a 
glory round them, thefe books were gilt with beams, and fo it 
agrees with Deut. xxxiii. 2. From his right hand went a fiery 
law for them. It is added, and there was the hiding of his power 
i. e. There was his hidden power, in the rays that came out of 
his hand 3 the operations of his power, compared with what he 
could have done, were rather the hiding of it, than the difcovery 
of it 3 the fecrets of his power as well as of his wifdom* are double 
to that which is, Job xi. 6. 

2. God fent plagues on Egypt, for the humbling of proud Pha- 
raoh, and the obliging of him to let the people go, ver. 5. Be- 
fore him went the peftilence* which flew all the firft-born of Egypt 
in one night, and burning coals went forth at his feet* when in 
the plague of hail there was fire mingled zuiih hail 3 burning difi- 
eafes* fo the margin reads it, fome think, thofe that wafted Egypt, 
others, thofe with which the number of the Canaanites was dimi- 
nifhed before Ifrael, was brought in upon them. Thefe were at 
his feet* i. e. at his coming, for they are at his command, he 
faith to them go, and they go, come, and they come, do this, 
and they do it. 

3. He divided the land of Canaan to his people Ifrael, and ex- 
pelled the heathen from before them, ver. 6. He flood and mea~ 

fured the earth, meafured that land to aftign it for an inheritance 
to Ifrael his people, Deut. xxxii. S, 9. He beheld, and drove afun- 
der the nations that were in pofleffion of it, tho' they combined 
together againft Ifrael, God difperfed and difcomfited them before 
Ifrael. Or, he exerted fuch a mighty power, as was enough to 
fhake in pieces all the nations of the earth. Then the everlaft- 
ing mountains were fcattered* and the perpetual hills did bow* the 
mighty princes and potentates of Canaan, that feemed as high, 
as ftrong, and as firmly fixed as the mountains and hills, were 
broken to pieces, they and their kingdoms were totally fubdued. 

Or, The power of God was fo exerted, as to have fhook the 
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mountains and hills* nay, and Sinai did tremble, and the adjacent 
hills, fee Pfal Ixviii. 7, 8. To this he adds, his ways are ever- 
la/ling, «• e. All the motions of his providence are according to 
his eternal counfels; and he is the fame for ever that which he 
was yefterday and to day. His covenant is unchangeable, and 
J) is mercy endures for ever. When he drove a/under the nations of 
Canaan^ one might have feen the tents cfCuflan in affliftion y and 
the curtains of the land of Midian trembling \ all the inhabitants of 
the neighbouring countries taking the alarm, and though they 
were not in the commiffion" given to Ifrael to deftroy, nor their' 
land within the warrant given to Ifrael to poffefs, yet they thought 
their own houfe in danger, when their neighbour's houfe was on 

Balak 



fright, ver. 7. 
» 4. Some make the 



fire, and therefore they were in a great 
the king of Moab was fo, Numb. xxii. 1 

tents of Cuflian to be in affliction, when in the days of judge 
Othniel, God delivered Cuftan-riihathaim into his hand, Judg. 
iii. 8. And the curtains of the land of Midian to tremble, when 
in the days of judge Gideon, a barley cake in a dream overthrew 
the tent of Midian, Judg.vtL 1 3. 

4> He divided the Red-fea and Jordan, when they flood in 
the way of Ifrael's progrefs, and yet fetched a river out of a rock 
when Ifrael wanted it, ver. 8. One would have thought God 
was with the rivers, and that his wrath was againjl the fea, for he 
made them give way and flee before him, when he rode upon his 
horfes and chariots of falvation, as a general at the head of his 

mighty to fave. Note, God's chariots are not fo much 
mots of fate to himfelf, as chariots of fa hat ion to his people; it 
his glory to be Ifrael 9 s Saviour. This feems to be referred 
to again, ver. 15. Thou didfl walk through the fea, through the 
Red-fea with thine horfes, in the pillar of cloud and fire, that was 
his chariot born by angels, thus thou didfl: walk fecure, and fo as 
to accommodate thyfelf to the flow pace that Ifrael could go, as 
Jacob tenderly drove in confideration of his children and cattle ; 
thou didft walk through the heap or mud of great waters ; and 
Ifrael likewife was led through the deep as a horfe in the wildernefs, 



fore 



is 



Wh _ 

Jordan, which at that time 



Ifa. Ixiii. 13, 14. 

flowing of the water paffed by, i. e. 
overflowed all his banks, was divided, Jcjh. iii. 15. Note, 
When the difficulties in the way of perfecting of the falvation of 
Ifrael feem moft infuperable, when they rife to the height, and 
overflow, yet then God can put them by, break through them, 
and get over them. Then the deep uttered his voice, when the 
JRed-fea and Jordan being divided, the waters roared and made 
a noife, as if they were fenfible of the reftraint they were 
under, from proceeding in their natural courfe, and complained 
of it. They lift up their hands or fides on high, for the waters 
flood up on a heap, Jo/h. iii. 16. as if they^ would have made 
oppofition to the orders given them, they lifted up their voice, 
lifted up their waves, but in vain, the Lord on high was mightier 
than they, Pfal. xciii. 3, 4- With che dividing the fea and Jor- 
dan, notice is again taken of the trembling of the mountains, as 
if the flop given to the waters, gave a fhock to the adjacent hills ; 
they are put together, Pfal. cxiv. 3, 4. when the fea faw it and 
fed, and Jordan was driven back, the mountains skipped like rams, 
and the little hills like lambs. The whole creation yielded, earth 

prefence of the Lord, at 
But (as Mr. Cowley 

paraphrafeth it) 



of Jacob. 



■ 

Fly where thou wilt, thou fea, and Jordan's current ceafe, 

Jordan there is no need of thee, 
For at God's word when ere he pleafc, 
TJ?e rocks foall weep new waters forth in/lead of thefe. 

So here, Thou didft cleave the earth with rivers, i. e. chanels 
were made in the wildernefs, fuch as feemed to cleave the earth, for 
the waters to run in that iflTued out of the rock, to fupply the 
camp of Ifrael, and which followed them in all their removes. 
Note, The God of nature, can alter and controll the powers 
of nature which way he pleafeth ; can turn waters into cryfta I 
rocks, and recks into cryflal fir earns. 

He arrefted the motion of the fun and moon to befriend 
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and compleat Ifrael's victories, ver. 11. Tin 

fill at the prayer of Jofhua, that the Canaanites might not have 
the benefit of the night to favour their efcape, they flood fill in 
their habitation in the heaven, Pfal. xix. 4. but with an eye to 
Gibeon and the valley of Aijalon, where God's work was in 
the doinff, and which they, tho' fo vaft at diftance, attended the 
motions of. At the light, i. e. at the direction of thine arrows they 
went, and at the finning of thy glittering fpcar, they followed Ifrael's 
arms to favour them, according to the intimation of the arrows 
God Clot, (as Jonathan's arrows, 1 Sam. xx. 20.) and which 
way foever his fpear pointed (the glittering light of which, they 
acknowledged to outfhine theirs) that way they directed their in- 
fluences, benign to Ifrael, and malignant againft their enemies, 
as when the flars in their courfes fought againft Sifera. Note, The 
heavenly bodies as well as earth and feas are at God's command^ 
and when he pleafeth, at Ifrael's fervice too. 

6. He carried on and com pleated Ifrael's vi&ories over the 
nations of Canaan, and their kings, flew great kings, and famous, 

Pfal exxxvi. 17, 1 8. This is largely infilled upon here, as a 

1 



proper plea with God, to enforce the prefent petition, that h* 
would reft ore them again to that land, which they were at the 
expence of fo many lives, fo many miracles, firft put in poiTef- 
flon of. Many expreflions are here ufed, to fet forth the con- 
queft of Canaan. (1.) God's bow was ?nade quite naked, taken" 
out of the cafe, to be employed for Ifrael ; we would fay, 
fword was quite unjheatbed, not drawn out a little way to frighten 
the enemy, and then put up again ; but quite drawn out, not to 
be returned till they are all cut off. ^ (2.) He marched thro* the 
land from end to end, in indignation, as fcorning to let that 
wicked generation of Canaanites any longer poflefs fo good a 
land. He marched cum faflidio, fo fome ; defpifing their confe- 
deracies. (3.) He threjhed the heathen in anger", trod them down 
nay he trod them out, as corn in the floor ; to give them, and 
what they had, to be meat to his people Ifrael, Mic. iv. 1? 
(4.) He wounded the heads out of the houfe of the wicked, i. e. he 
deftroyed the families of the Canaanites, and wounded their 
princes, the heads of their families ; nay, he cut off the heads 
and fo difcovered the foundations of them, even to the ?ieck. Are 
they a building ? They are raifed even to the foundation : Are 
they a body ? They are plunged in deep mire even to the neck, fo 
that they cannot get out or help themfelves. He brake the heads 
of leviathan in pieces, Pfal. Ixxiv. 14. Some apply this to Chrift's 
victories over Satan and the powers of darknefs, in which he 
wounded the heads over many countries, Pfal. ex. 6. (5.) He 
Jlruck through with his Jlaves the head of the villages, ver. 14. 
with Ifrael's ftaves God Jlruck through the head of the villages of 
the enemies, whether Egypt or Canaan. Staves fhall do the 
fame execution as fwords, when God pleafeth to make ufe of 
them. The enemy came out with the utmoft force and fury, 
as a whirlwind to fcatter me (faith Ifrael) for 7?iany a time have 
they thus afflicled me, thus attacked me from my youth, Pfal. 
exxix. 1. Pharaoh when he purfued Ifrael to the Red-fea, came 
out as a whirlwind ; fo did the kings of Canaan in their confe- 
deracies againft Ifrael : Their rejoicing was, as to devour the poor 
fecretly, i. e. they were as confident of fucce/s in their enterprize, 
as ever any great man was of devouring a poor man, that was 
no way a match for him, and his defign againft him was carried 
on with fecrecy. But God difappointed them, and their pride 
did but make their fall the morefhamefu], and God's care of his poor 
the more illuftrious. (6.) He walked to the fea with his horfes, 
fo fome read, ver. 15. i.e. he carried Ifrael's victories to the 
great fea, which was oppofke to that fide of Canaan at which 
they entered ; fo that they went quite through it, and made 
themfelves matters of it all ; or rather God made them fo, for 
they got it not by their own fword, Pfal. xliv, 3. 

Now there were three things that God had an eye to, in giving 
Ifrael fo many bloody victories over the Cannanites. (1.) He would 
hereby make good his promife to the fathers, it was according to 
the oaths of the tribes, even his word, ver. 9. He had fworn to 
give this land to the tribes of Ifrael', it was his oath to Ifaac, con- 
firmed to Jacob, and repeated many a time to the tribes of Ifrael, 
Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan. This word God will 
accomplish, though Ifrael be never fo unworthy, Deut. ix. 5. 
and their enemies never fo many and mighty. Note, What God 
doth for his tribes, is according to the oaths of the tribes, accord- 
ing to what he hath faid and fworn to them, for he is faithful that 
promifed. (2.) He would hereby fhew his kindnefs to his people, 
becaufe of their relation to him, and his intereft in them ; thou 
wenteft forth for the falvation of thy people, ver. 1 3 . All the powers 
of nature are fhaken, and the courfe of nature changed, and every 
thing feems to be thrown into diforder, and all is for the falvation 
of God's people. There is a people in the world that are God's 
people, and their falvation is that which he has in his eye in all 
the operations of his providence, heaven and earth fhall fooner 
come together, than any of the links in the golden chain of their 
falvation fhall be broken and even that which feems moft un- 
likely, fhall by an over-ruling hand be made to work for their 
falvation, Phil. i. 19. (3.) He would hereby give a type and 
figure of the redemption of the world, by Jefus Chrift. It is for 
falvation with thine anointed, with Jofhua, who led the armies 
of Ifrael, and was a figure of him whofe name he bare, even Jefus 
our Jofhua. What God did for his Ifrael of old, was done with 
an eye to his anointed, for the fake of the Mediator, who was both 
the founder and foundation of the covenant made with them. It 
was falvation with him, for in all the falvations wrought for thern, 
God looked upon the face of the anointed, and did them by him. 
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The Lord GOD is 
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and he will make my 
will make me to walk upon mine high places, 
the chief finger on my ftringed inftruments. 
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To 



Within the compafs of thefe few lines, we have the prophet 
m the higheft degree, both of trembling and triumphing ; fuch are 
the varieties both of the ftate, and of the fpirit of God's people, 
in this world. In heaven there fhall be no more trembling, but 
everlafting triumphs. 

I. The prophet had forefeen the prevalency of the church's 
enem ies, and the long continuance of the church's troubles, and 
the fight made him tremble, ver. 16. This goes on with what 
he had faid, ver. z. I have heard thy fpeech and was afraid ; 
when I heard what fad times were coming upon the church, 
my belly trembled, my lips quivered at the voice : The news made 
fuch an imprellion, that it put me into a perfeft ague-fit, the 
blood retiring to the heart to fuccour that when it was ready to 
faint, the extreme parts were left deftitute of fpirits, fo that his 
lips quivered. Nay, he was fo weak and unable to help himfelf, 
that he was as if rottennefs had entered into his bones, he had no 
ftrength left in him, could neither ftand nor go, he trembled in 
himfelf trembled all over him, trembled within him ; he yielded 
to his trembling, and troubled himfelf as our Saviour did, his flefk 
trembled for fear of God, and he was afraid of his judgments, 
Pfal. cxix. 1 20. He was touched with a tender concern for the 
calamities of the church, and trembled for fear, left they fhould 
end at length in its ruin ; and that the 7ia?ne of Ifrael would be 
blotted out. Nor did he think it any difparagement to him, or 
a reproach to his courage, but freely owned, he was one of thofe 
that trembled at God y s word, for to them he wiJl look with favour ; 
i" tremble in myfelf, that I might re/I in the day of trouble. Note, 
When we fee a day of trouble approaching, it concerns us to 
provide accordingly, and to lay up fomething in ftore, by the 
help of which we may rejl in that day ; and the beft way to 
make fure reft for ourfelves in the day of trouble, is to tremble 
within ourfelves, at the word of God, and the threatenings of that 
word. He that has joy in ftore, for them that fow in tears, has 
refl in ftore for them that tremble before him. Good hope through 
grace, is founded in a holy fear ; Noah that was moved with fear, 
and trembled within himfelf at the warning given him, of the de- 
luge coming, had the ark for his re/ling place in the day of that 
trouble. The prophet tells us what he faid in his trembling: 
his fear was, when he cometh up to the people, when the Chaldean 
comes up to the people of Ifrael, he will invade them, will furround 
them, will break in upon them, nay, as it is in the margin, he 
will cut ihe?n in pieces with his troops ; he cried out, we are all un- 
done, the whole nation of the Jews is loft and gone. Note, 
When things look bad, we are too apt to aggravate them, and 
make the worft of them. 

z. He had looked back upon the experiences of the church in 
former ages, and had obferved what great things God had done 
for them, and fo he recovered himfelf out of his fright ; and 
not only retrieved his temper, but fell into a tranfport of holy 
joy, with an exprefs non obflante to the calamities he forefaw com- 
ing, and this, not for himfelf only, but in the name of every 



faithful Ifraelite. 

I. He fuppofeth the ruin of all his creature-comforts and en- 
joyments, not only of the delights of this life, but even of • the 
neceflary fupports of it, ver. 17. Famine is one of the ordinary 
effects of war, and thofe commonly feel it firft and moft that fit 
ftill and are quiet ; the prophet and his pious friends, when the 
Chaldean army comes, will be plundered and ftripped of all they 
have. Or, he fuppofeth himfelf deprived of all, by blafting, and 
nnfeafonable weather, or fome other immediate hand of God. 
Or, though the captives in Babylon have not that plenty of all ' 



good things, in their own land. (1.) He fuppofeth the fruh-tnes 
to be withered and become barren ; the Jig-tree (which ufed to 
furnifli them with much of their food, hence we often read of cakes 
of figs) fhall not fo much as bloffom, neither fhall fruit be in the 
vine, from which they had their drink, that made glad the heart: 
Suppofe the labour of the olive fhould fail, their oil, which was to 
them as butter is to us ; the labour of the olive fimll lye, fo it is 
in the margin, their expectations from it fhall be difappointed. 
(2,) He fuppofeth the bread-corn to fail ; the fields fhall yield no 
/neat, and fince the king himfelf is ferved of the field, if the produft 
of that be withdrawn, every one will feel the want of them. 
(3.) He fuppofeth the cattle to perifh, either for want of the food 
which the field fhould yield, and doth not, or by difeafe, or be- 
ing deftroyed and carried away by the enemy 5 the flock is cut off 
from the fold, and there is no herd in the flail. Note, When we 
arejn the full enjoyment of our creature-comforts we fhould con- 
fider, that there may come a time when we fhall be ftripped of 

them all, and ufe them accordingly, as not abufing them, 1 Cor. 
vii. 29, 30. 

2. He refolves to delight and triumph in God notwithftanding ; 
when all is gone, his God is not gone, ver. iS. Yet will I re- 
joice^ in the Lord, I fhall have him to rejoice in, and will rejoice 
in him. Deflroy the vines and the fig-trees, and you make all the 
mirth of a carnal heart to ceafe^ Hof. ii. 11, 12. But thofe who 
when they were full, enjoyed God in all, when they are emptied 
and impoverifhed can enjoy all in God; and can fit down upon a 
melancholy heap of the ruins of all their creature- comforts, and 
even then can fing to the praife and glory of God, as the God 
of their falvation. This is the principal ground of our joy in God, 
that he is the God of our falvation, our eternal falvation, the 
falvation of the foul, and if he be fo, we may rejoice in hi?n as 
fuch, in^ our greateft diftreffes, fince by them our falvation can- 
not be hindered, but may he furthered. Note, Joy in God is ne- 
ver out of feafon, nay, it is in a fpecial manner feafonable when 
we meet with lofTes and crofles in the world, that it may then 
appear our hearts are not fet upon thefe things, nor our happi- 
nefs bound up in them. See how the prophet triumphs in God, 
The Lord God is my flrength, ver. 18. He that is the God of our 
falvation in another world, will be our Jlrength in this worldj to 
carry us on in our journey thither, and help us over the difficul- 
ties and oppofitions we meet with in our way. Even then when 
provifions are cut off, to make it appear that man lives not by 
bread alone, may have the want of bread fupplied^ by the graces 
and comforts of God's Spirit, and with the fupplies of them. 
(1.) We fhall be filrong for our fpiritual warfare and work : The 
Lord God is my flrength, the ftrength of my heart. (2.) We fhall 
be fwift for our fpiritual race, he will make my feet like hinds feet, 
that with enlargement of heart I may run the way of his com- 
mands, and out-run my troubles. (3.) We fhall be fuccefsful in 
our fpiritual enterprizes, He will make me to walk upon my high 
places, i. e. I fhall gain my point, fhall be reftored unto my own 
land, and tread upon the high places of the enemy, Dent, xxxti. 
13. — xxxiii. 29. Thus the prophet that began his prayer with 
fear and trembling, concludes it with joy and triumph ; for 
prayer is hearfs-eafe to a gracious foul. When Hannah had 
prayed, fhe went her way and did eat, and her counienanco was 
no more fad. This prophet finding it fo, publifheth his expe- 
rience of it, and puts it into the hand of the chief finger, for the 
ufe of the church, efpecially in the day of her captivity. And 
though then the harps were hung upon the willow-trees, yet in 
hopes they would be refumed, and their right hand retrieve its 
cunning which it had forgot, he fet his fong upon Sigionoth, 
ver. 1. wandring tunes, according to the variable fongs, and upon 
Neginoth, ver. 1 9. the firinged inflruments. He that is afflidied 
and has prayed aright, may then be fo eafy, may then be fo merry 

as to fing pfalms. 
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'This prophet is placed loft, as be was lajl in time of all the minor prophets before the captivity, and not long 
before jferemzah, who lived at the ti?ne of the captivity. He foretels the general dejlruftion of Judah 
a?id Jerufalem by the Chaldeans, and Jets their fns in order before them ; which had provoked God to bring 
their ruin upon them ; calls them to repentance y threat e?is the neighbour nations with the like deJlru£iio?zs y 
and gives encouraging promifes of their joyful return out of captivity in due time, which have a reference 
to the grace of the gofpel. We have in the firfi verfe, an account of the prophet and the date of his 
prophecy, which fuperfedes our enquiry concerning them here. 



* * 



CHAP. 



I. 



After the title of the book, ver. i. here is , (i.) A threatenmg of the 
deJlruftio7i of Judah and J eritfalem , an utter deflruSfion by the 
Chaldeans, ver. 2 — 4. (2.) A charge again/1 them for their gr of s 
fin, which provoked God to bring that de/lruclion upon them, 
ver. 5, 6. and fo he goes on in the re/1 of the chapter Jetting both 
the judgments before them, that they might prevent them or prepare 
for them ; and the fins that dejlroy them, that they might judge 
themfelves^ and juflify God in what was brought upon them. 
( 1 .) They muji hold their peace becaufe they had greatly fomed, 
ver, 7—9. But (2.) They jhall howl becaufe the trouble will be 
great. The day of the Lord is near, and it will be a. terrible day, 
ver. 10 — 18. Such fair and ti?nely ivarning as this, ' did God 
give to the Jews of the approaching captivity, but they hardened 
their neck, which ?nade their deflruclion remedilefs. 

■ 

i.mHE word of the LORD which came 

unto Zephaniah the fon of Culhi, the fon 
of Gedaliah, the fon of Amariah, the fon 
of Hizkiah, in the days of Jofiah, the fon of Ammon 
king of Judah. 2. I will utterly confume all things 
from off the land, faith the LORD. 2. I will 




confume man and beaft : I will confume the fowls 
of the heaven, and the fifhes of the fea, and the 
ftumbling-blocks with the wicked, and I will cut off 
man from off the r land, faith the LORD. 4. I 
will alfo ftretch out mine hand upon Judah, and 
upon all the inhabitants of Jerufalem, and I will 
cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and 
the name of the Chemarims with the priefts ; 
5. And them that worfhip the hoft of heaven upon 
the houfe-tops, and them that worfhip, and that 
fwear by the LORD, and that fwear by Mal- 
cham ; 6. And them that are turned back from the 



L O R D, ... and thofe that have not 
L O R D> nor enquired for him. 



fought 



the 



Here is, 1. The title page of this book, ver. 1, in which we may 
obferve, (1.) What authority it has, and who gave it that au- 
thority ; it is from heaven, and not of men. It is the word of 
the Lord. , (2.) Who was the inftrument of conveying it to the 
church. His name Zephaniah, which fignifies the fervant of the 
Lord, for God revealed his fecrets to his fervants the prophets. The 
pedigree of other prophets, whofe extraction we have an account 
of, goes no further back than their father, except Zecharias, 

whofe grandfather alfo is named. But this of Zephaniah goes back 

four 
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■ • 

four generations, and the higheft mentioned is Hizkiah ; it 
is the very fame name in the original, with that of Hezekiah 
king of Judah, (2 Kings xviii. 1.) and, it is very probable, is the 
fame perfon, and that our prophet was lineally defcended from 
that pious prince, and being of the royal family, he could with 
the better grace, reprove the folly of the king's children, as he 
doth, ver. 8. (3.) When this prophet prophefied ; in the days of 
fofiah king of Judah, who reigned well, and in the twelfth year 
of his reign, begun vigoroully, and carried on a work of refor- 
mation, in which he deftroyed idols and idolatry. Now it doth 
not appear, whether Zepbaniah prophefied in the beginning of 
his reign, if fo, we may fuppofe his prophesying had a great and 
good influence in that reformation. When he as God's meflen- 
ger reproved the idolatries of Jerufalem, Jofiah as God's vicege- 
rent removed them ; and reformation is likely then to go on and 
profper, when both magiftrates and minifters do their part towards 
it. * If it- were towards the latter end of his reign, that he pro- 
phefied, we fadly fee how a corrupt people relapfe into their for- 
mer diftempers. The idolatries Jofiah had abolifhed, it fhould 
feem returned in his own time, when the heat of the reforma- 
tion began a little to abate, and wear off. What good can the 
beft reformers do, with a people that bate to be reformed, as if 
they longed to be ruined ? 
' 2. The fummary or contents of this book ; the general propo- 
fition contained in it is, that utter definition is coming apace upon 
Judah and Jerufalem for fin. Without preamble or apology he 
begins abruptly, ver. 2. By taking away I will make an end of all 
things, from off the face of the land, faith the Lord. Ruin is com- 
ing, utter ruin ; deftru£Hon from the Almighty ; he hath faid it, 
who can and will make good what he hath faid, / will utterly con- 
fume all things. I will gather all things, fo fome, I will recal 
all the blefiings I have beftowed, becaufe they have abufed them, 
and fo forfeited them. 

The confumption determined fhall take away, 
1. The inferior creatures. I will confume the beafls, the fowls 
eft he heaven, and the fijkes of the fea, ver. 3. as in the deluge, every 
living fubjlance was. deftroy ed that was upon the face of the ground, 
Gen. vii. 23. The creatures were made for man's ufe, and there- 
fore when he has perverted the ufe of them, and made them 
fubjecl to vanity, God, to fhew the greatnefs of his difpleafure 
againft the fin of man, involves them in his punifhment. The 
expreffions are figurative, fpeaking an univerfal defolation. Thofe 
that fly never fo high, as the fowls of heaven, and think them- 
felves out of the reach of the enemies hand ; thofe that hide never 
fo clofe, as the fifhes of the fea, and think themfelves out of the 
reach of the enemies eye, yet fhall become a prey to them, and 
be utterly confumed. 
- 2. The children of men ; / will confume man, I will cut off 
man from the land. The land fhall be difpeopled and left unin- 
habited ; not only I will deftroy Ifrael, but deftroy man. The 
land fhall enjoy her fabbaths. I will cut off not only the wicked 
men* but all men ; even the few among them that are good, fhall 
be involved in this common calamity. Tho* they fhall not be 
cut off from the Lord, yet they fhall be cut off from the land. It 
is with Judah and Jerufalem that God has his quarrel, both city 
and country, and upon them he will Jlretch out bis ' band 5 the 
hand of his power, the hand of his wrath, and who knows the 
power of his anger ? ver. 4. They that will not humble them- 
felves under God's mighty hand, fhall be humbled and brought 
down by it. Note, Even Judah where God is known, and Je- 
rufalem where his dwelling-place is, if they revolt from him, 
and rebel againft him, fhall have his hand ftretched out againft them. 

3. All wicked people, and all thofe things that are the matter 
of their wickednefs, ver. 3. I will confume the ftumbling-blocks 
with the wicked* the idols with the idolaters, the offences with 
the offenders. Jofiah had taken away the ftumbling-blocks, and 
as far as he could had purged the land of the monuments of ido- 
latry, hoping that there would be no more idolatry ; but the wicked 
will do wickedly, .the dog will return to his vomit, and therefore 
fince the fin will not otherwife be cured, the finners muft them- 
felves be confumed \ even the wicked with the ftumbling-blocks of 
their iniquity, Ezek. xiv. 3. Since it was not don^ by the fword 
of juftice, it fhall be done by the fword of war. See who the 
finners are that fhall be confumed. 

1 . The profefled idolaters that avowed idolatry, and were wed- 
ded to it. The remnant of Baal fhall be cut off, the images of 
Baal, and the worfhippers of thofe images. Jofiah cut off a great 
deal of Baal, but that which was fo clofe as to efcape the eye, or 
fo bold as to efcape the band of his juftice, God will cut off, 
even all the remains of it. The Chaldeans would fpare none of 
the images of Baal, or the worfhippers of thofe images. The 
Chemarims fhall be cut off 5 we read of them in the hiftory of 
Jofiah's reformation, 2 Kings xxiii. 5. He put down the idolatrous 
priefts, the word is the Cherriarim. The word fignifies black men ; 
fome think becaufe they wore black clothes, affeiting to appear 
grave 5 others, becaufe their faces were black with attending the 
altars, or the fires in which they burnt their children to Moloch. 
They feem to have been immediate attendants upon the fervice of 
Baal ; they fhall be cut off zvith the priefts, the regulars with the 
fcculars. The very name of them fhall be cut off ; the order 

ihall be quite abolifhed, fo as to be forgotten, or remewbred with 



deteftation. And among other idolaters, the worfhippers of the 
hoft of heaven upon the houfe-tops fhall be cut off^ ver. 5. who 
juftified themfelves in their idolatry with them that did not wor- 
fhip images, the work of their own hands, but offered their facri- 
fees, and burnt their incenfe to the fun, moon, and ftars, immedi- 
ately, upon the tops of their houfes ; but God will let them know, 
that he is a jealous God, and will not endure any rival ; and tho* 
fome have thought that the moft fpecious and plaufible idolatry, 
yet it will appear as great an offence to God, to give divine ho- 
nours to a ftar, as to give them to a ftone or a Jlock. Even the 
worfhippers of the hoft of heaven fhall be confumed, as well as 
the worfhippers of the beafts of the earth, or the fiends of hell. 

The fin of the adulterefs is not the lefs finful for the gaiety of the 
adulterer. 

2. Thofe alfo fhall be confumed that think to compound the 
matter, between God and idols, and keep an even hand between 
them ; that ^alt between God and Baal, and worjhip between 
Jehovah and Moloch, and fwear by both j or as it might better 
be read, fwear to the Lord, and to Malcbam. They bind them 
felves by oath and covenant, to the fervice both of God and 
idols ; they have a good opinion of the worfhip of the God of 
Ifrael, it is the religion of their country, and has been long fo, 
and therefore they will by no means quit it ; but they think it 
will be very much improved and beautified, if they join with it 
the worfhip of Moloch, for that alfo is much ufed in other coun- 
tries, and travellers admire it, there is a great deal of good fancy 
and ftrong flame in it. They cannot keep always to the worfhip 
of a God whom they have' no vifible reprefentation of, and there- 
fore they muft have an image, and what better than the image 
of Moloch, a king ? They think they fhall effe<£tually atone for 
their fin if they fwear to Moloch >, and, purfuant td that oath 3 burn 
their children in facrifice to that idol ; and yet if they do mifs 
in that, they hope to atone for it in worfhipping the God of 
Ifrael too. Note, Thofe that think to divide their affections and 
adorations between God and idols, will not only come fhort of 
acceptance with God, but will have their doom with the worft 
of idolaters, for what communion can there be between light and 
darknefs ; Chrift and Belial ; God and mammon ? She whofe . 
own the child is not, pleads for the dividing of it, for if Satan 
have half, he will have all ; but the true mother faich, divide it 
not, for if God have but half, he will have none. Such waters 
will not be long fweet, if they come from a fountain that fends 
forth bitter water too ; what have they to do to fwear by the 
Lord that fwear by Malcham? 

3. Thofe alfo fhall be confumed that have apoftatized from 
God, together with thofe that never gave up their names to him, 
ver. 6. I will cutoff, (1.) Them that are turned back from the 
Lord ; that were well taught, and begun well, that had given up 
their names to him, and fet out at firft in the worfhip of him, 
but have flown off, and turned afide, and fallen in with idola- 
ters, and deferted thofe good ways of God which they were 
brought up in, and defpifed them ; thofe God will be fure to 
reckon with, who are renegadoes from his fervice, that began in 
the Spirit, and ended in the flefh ; they fhall be treated as defer- 
ters, to whom no mercy is fhewed. (2.) Thofe that have not 
fought the Lord, nor ever enquired for him, never made any pro- 
feffion of religion, and think to excufe themfelves with that, yet 
that fhall not excufe them ; nay, that is the thing laid to their 
charge ; they are atheiftical carelefs people that live without God 
in the world, and thofe that do fo, are certainly unworthy to live 
upon God in tht world. 

7. Hold thy peace at the prefence of the Lord 
GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand : for 
the LORD hath prepared a facrifice, he hath bid his 
guefts. 8. And it fhall come to pafs in the day of the 
LOR D's facrifice, that I will punifh the princes, and 
the kings children, and all fitch as are clothed with 
ftrange apparel. 9. In the fame day alfo will I punifh all 
thofe that leap on the chrefhold, which fill their matters 
houfes with violence and deceit. 10. And it fhall come 
to pafs in that day, faich the LORD, that there fhall 
he the noife of a cry from the fifh-gate, and an howl- 
ing from the fecond, and a great crafhing from the 
hills. 11. Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktefh, for all the 
merchant-people are cut down : all they chat bear filver 
are cut off. 12. And it fhall come to pafs at chat time, 
that I will fearch Jerufalem with candles, and punifh 
the men that are fettled on their lees ; that fay in their 
heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he 



do evil. 



13. Therefore their goods 



fhall become a 



booty, and their houfes a defolation : they fhall alfo 
build houfes, but not inhabit them ; and they fhall 
plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 

\ _ 

Notice is here given to Judah and Jerufalem, that God is 
coming forth againft them, and will be with them fhortly ; his 

prefence as a juft avenger, his day the day of his judgment and 

his 
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his wrath are not far off, ver. 7. Thofe that improve not the 
pre/ence of God with them as a father, but fin away that prefence, 
may expert his prefence with them as a judge, to call them to 
an account for the contempt put upon his grace. The day of the 
Lord will come ; men have their day now, when they take a 
liberty to do what they pleafe, but God's day is at hand -* it is 
here called his facrifice* a facrifice of his preparing ; for the punch- 
ing prefumptuous finners is a facrifice to the juftice of God, 
fome reparation to his injured honour 3 they that brought their 
offerings to other gods, were juftly made themfelves victims to. 
the true God. On a day of facrifice great daughter was made, 
fo fhall there be in Jerusalem, men ftiall be killed up as faft as 
lambs for the altar, with as little regret, with as much pleafure, 
The JIain of the Lord fhall be many. On a day of facrifice great 
feafts were made upon the facrifices, fo the inhabitants of Judah 
and Jerufalem fhall be feafted upon by their enemies the Chal- 
deans ; thefe are the guefls God has prepared and invited to come 
and glut themfelves, their revenge with /laughter, and their cove- 
toufnefs with plunder. Now obferve, 

1. Who they are that are /narked to be facrificcd* that fhall be 
viftted and punifljed in this day of reckoning, and what it is they 
fhall be called to an account for. 

(1.) The royal family becaufe of the dignity of their place 
fhall be firft reckoned with, for their pride and vanity and affec- 
tation, ver. S. / will punifh the princes and the kings children* 
who think themfelves exempt from punifhment ; they fhall find 
themfelves accountable to God, and that as high as they are he is 
above them. They fhall be punifhed, and all fuch as like them 
are clothed with Jlrange apparel* that in contempt of their own 
country, (where probably it was the cuftom to go in a very plain 
drefs as became the feed of Jacob that plain man) they affe&ed 
to appear in the fafhion of other nations, and introduced their 
modes in apparel ; fludying to refemble thofe from whom God 
had appointed them, even in their clothes, induftrioully to diftin- 
guifh themfelves. The princes and king's children thought fcorn 
to wear any home made fluffs, tho* God had provided them fine 
linen and fiilks* Ezek. xvi. 10. but they muft fend abroad to 
Jlrange countries, for their clothes, which would not pleafe un- 
Jefs they were far fetched* and dear bought -* and even thofe of 
inferior. rank affedied to imitate the princes and the king's chil- 
dren. Pride in apparel is difpleafing to God, and a fymptom of 
the degeneracy of a people. 

(2.) The noble men and their ftewards and fervants come next 

to the reckoned with, vet\ 9. In the fame day will 1 punijh thofe 
that leap on the threfhold\ a phrafe, no doubt, well underflood then, 
and probably fignified the invading their neighbours rights, en- 
tring their houfes by force and violence, and feizing their poflef- 
fions, they leap on the threshold* as much as to fay, the houfe is 
their own, and they will keep their hold of it ; and accordingly 
make all in it their own that they can lay their hands on, and 
fo fill their majlers houfes with goods gotten by violence and deceit* 
and with all the guilt thereby contra&ed. Nor fhall it fuffice 
them to fay, that the ill-got gains were not for themfelves but for 
their matters, and what they did was by their order ; for the ob- 
ligations we lie under to keep God's commandments, are prior 
and fuperior to the obligations we lie under to ferve the interefts 
of any matter on earth. 

(3.) The trading people and the. rich merchants are next 
called to account, iniquity is found in their end of the town, 
among the inhabitants of Maktefo* a low part of Jerufalem, deep 
like a mortar, (for fo the word fignifies) the goldfmiths lived there, 
Neb. iii. 32. and the merchants : and they are now cut down* 
they are broke and have fhut up their fhops, and become bank- 
rupts, nay, all they that bear filver are cut off in the firft place 
by the invaders, for the fake of the filver they carry,- which is 
fo far from being a prote&ion to them, that it will expofe and 
betray them. The conquerors aimed at the wealthy men, and 
carried them off firft, while the poor of the land efcaped. Or it 
may be meant of a general decay of trade, which was a preface 
and introdu<5tion to the general deftru£tion of the land. It is the 
token of a declining flate, when great dealers are cut down* and 
great bankers are cut off and become bankrupts, who cannot fall 
alone, but with themfelves ruin many. 

(4.) All the fecure and carelefs people, the fons of pleafure, 
that live a loofe, idle life, are next reckoned with, ver. 52. they 
come from all parts of the country, to take up their quarters in 
the head quarters of the kingdom, where they take private lodg- 
ings, and indulge themfelves in eafe and luxury ; but God will 
find them, out and punifh them, At that time I will fearch Jeru- 
falem with candles* to difcover them, that they may be brought 
out to condign punifhment. This intimates that they conceal 
themfelves, as being either ajhamed of the fin, or afraid of the 
punifhment of it ; when the judgments of God are abroad, they 
hope to efcape by abfeonding, and getting out of the way, but 
-God will fearch Jerufalem* as fearch is made for a malefadtor in 
difguife, that is harboured by his accomplices * God's hand will 
find out all his enemies wherever they lie hid, and will punifh 
not only the fecret idolaters, but the fecret epicures and profane ; 
and thofe are they that are here defcribed and marks given* by 
which they will be difcovered when ftridl fearch is made for them, 
(t .) Their difpofitions are fenfuaU They are fettled on their Ices j 



intoxicated with their pleafures, firengthning themfelves in the ; 
wealth and wickednefs, they are fecure and eafy, and becaufe they 
have had no changes, they fear none, as Moab, Jer m xlviu. x " 
They had not been emptied from veffel to veffel. They fill them * 
felves with wine and Jirong drink* and banifli all thought, f ay J 
ing, to-morrow Jhall be as this day> Ifa. Ivi. 1 2. Their 'bein J 
fettled on their lees* fignifies the fame with being inclofed in thet 
own fat* Pfal. xvii. 10. (2.) Their notions are atheiftical ; they- 
could not live fuch loofe lives, but that they fay in their heart 
The Lord will not do good* neither will he do evil, that is, he will 
do nothing, they deny his providential government of the world - 
what good and evil there is in the world, comes by : the wheel 
of fortune, and not by the difpofal of a wife and fupream direc- 
tor. They deny his moral government, and his difpenfino- G f 
rewards and punifhments $ The Lord will not do good to thofe 
that ferve him, nor do evil to' thofe that rebel againft him • and 
therefore there is nothing got by religion, nor loft by fin. This 
is the effedt of their fenfuality, if they were not drowned in 
fenfe they could not be thus fenfelefs, nor be fo ftupid, if they 
had not ftupified themfelves with the love of pleafure. It was 
alfo the caufe of their fenfuality 5 men would not make a god 
of their belly, if they had not at firft become fo vain, fb vile in 
their imaginations, as to think the God that made them altoge- 
ther fuch an one as themfelves. But God will punifh them* their 
end is deflruclion* Phil. iii. 1 9. 

2. What the deftruction will be with which God will punifh 
thefe finners, and what courfe he will take with them. (1.) He 
will filence them, ver. 7. Hold thy peace at the prefence of the 
Lord* i. e. Ke will force them to hold their peace, will ftrike 
them dumb with horror and amazement : they fhall be fpeech- 
lefs* all the excufes of their fin, and exceptions againft the fen- 
tence will be over-ruled, and they fhall not have a word to fay 
for themfelves. ^ (2.) He will facrifice them, for it is the day of 
the Lord's facrifice* ver. 8. he will give them into the hands of 
their enemies, and glorify himfelf thereby. (3.) He will fill 
both city and country with lamentation, ver. 10. In that day 
there pall be the noife of a cry from the fijh-gate* fo called, becaufe 
near either to the fifh-ponds or fifh-market. It belonged to the 
city of David, 2 Cbron. xxxiii. 14. Neb. iii. 3. perhaps the fame 
with that which is called the firfi-gate* Zech. xiv. 10. 



fo, it will explain 



howling fr 



and if 



fifb-gate: 

the alarm fhall go round the walls of Jerufalem from gate to 
gate $ and there fhall be a great crajhing from the hills* a mighty 
noife from the mountains round about Jerufalem, either from the 
acclamations of the vi&orious invaders, or the lamentations of 
tbe timorous invaded, or both. The inhabitants of the city, even 
of the clofeft, fafeft part of the city fhall howl* ver. 1 1. fo cla- 
morous fhall the grief be. (4.) They fhall beftripped of all they 
have, it fhall be a prey to the enemy, ver. 13, Their boujhold 
goods* and /hop-goods* fhall become a booty* and a rich booty 
they fhall be, their houfes Jhall be levelled with the ground 
and be a defolation ; thofe of them that have built new houfes 
fijall net inherit them* but the invaders fhall get and keep pof- 
fefiion of them. And the vineyards they have planted they lhall 
not drink the wine of* but inftead of having it for the relief 
of their friends that faint among them, they fhall part with it 
for the animating of their foes that fight againft them, Deut. 
xxviii. 30. 



14. The great day of the LORD is near, // is 
near, and hafteth greatly, even the voice of the day of 
the LORD: the mighty man fhall cry there bit- 



terly. 



15. That day is a day of wrath, a day of 



trouble and diftrefs, a day of waftenefs and defolation, 
a day of darknefs and gloominefs, a day of clouds and 
thick darknefs, 16. A day of the trumpet and alarm 
againft the fenced cities, and againft the high towers. 
17. And I will bring diftrefs upon men, that they fhall 
walk like blind men, becaufe they have finned againft 
the LORD: and their blood lhall be poured out 
as duft, and their flefh as the dung. 18, Neither their 
filver nor their gold fhall be able to deliver them in 
the day of the LOR D*s wrath, but the whole land 
fhall be devoured by the fire of his jealoufy : for he 
fhall make even a fpeedy riddance of all them that 
dwell in the land. 



Nothing could be expreffed with more fpirit and life, nor In 
Words more proper to flartle and awaken a fecure and carelefs 
people, than the warning 'here given to Judah and Jerufalem, 
of the approaching definition by the Chaldeans. That is enough 
to make the finners in Zion tremble that it is the day of the 
Lord* the day in which he will manifeft himfelf, by taking ven- 
geance on them. It is the great day of the Lord* a fpecimen of 
the day of judgment, a kind of dooms-day, as the laft deftru&ion 
of Jerufalem by the Romans is reprefented to be, in our Saviour's 
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Chap; II. 



i . This day of the Lord is here fpoken of as very near $ the 
villon Is not for a great while to come, as thofe imagine that 
put the evil day far from them, they deceive themfelves that look 
upon it as a thing at a diftance, for it is near, it is near, it 
hajleih greatly. The prophet gives the alarm like one that is in 
earneft, like one that awakens a family with the cry of fire, fire, 
when it is at next door that the danger is. // is near, it is near, 
and therefore it is high time to beftir yourfelves, and do what 
you can for your own fafety before it be too late. It is madneft 
for thofe to flumber whofe damnation Jlumbereth not, and to linger, 
when it ha/lens. 

z. It is fpoken of as a very dreadful day ; the very voice of this 
day of the Lord, the noife of it when it is coming fhall be fo 
terrible, as to make the mighty men cry there bitterly, cry for fear as 
children do. // Jhall be a vexation to hear the report of it. In 
the laft great day of the Lord, the mighty men fhall cry bitterly to 
rocks and mountains to fhelter them, but in vain. Obferve how 
emphatically the prophet fpeaks of this day approaching, ver. 15. 
It is a day of wrath, God's wrath, wrath in perfection, wrath 
to the utmoft. It will be a day of trouble and diflrefs to the fin- 
jiers, they fhall be in pain, and fhall fee no ways of eafing 
or helping themfelves. The miferies of the damned are fummed 
up (perhaps with reference to this here) in the indignation and 
wrath of God, which is the caufe, and the tribulation and anguijh 
of the finner's foul, which is the effect, Rom. ii. 8, 9. It will be 
a day of trouble and di/lrefs to the inhabitants, and a day of 
wajlenefs and defolation to the whole land ; that fruitful land 
fhall be, turned into a wildernefs. It fhall be a day of darknefs 
and gloominefs, every thing fhall look difmal, and there fhall not 
be the leaft gleam of comfort, or glimpfe of hope ; look round 
and it is all black. It is a day of clouds and thick darknefs, there is 
not only nothing encouraging, but every thing threatening ; the 
thick clouds are big with ftorms and tempefts. 

3. It is fpoken of as a dejlroying day, ver. 16, 17. It fhall be 
deftroying, (1.) To places, even the flrongeft and beft fortified. 
A day of the trumpet and alarm againjl the fenced cities to break 
into them, and againft the high towers to bring them down : 
for what forts, what fences, can hold out againft the wrath of 
God ? (2.) To perfons, ver. 17. 1 will bring dijlrefs upon men, 
the flrongeft and ftouteft of men, their hearts and hands fhall 
fail them ; they fhall walk like blind men, wandering endlefsly, 
lecaufe they have finned againjl the Lord. Note, Thofe that walk 
as ill men, will juftly be left to walk as blind men, always in 
the dark, in doubt and danger, without any guide or comfort, 
and falling at length into the ditch. Becaufe they have finned 
againjl the Lord, he will deliver them into the hands of cruel 
enemies, that fhall pour out their blood as dujl, fo profufely and 
with as little regret, and their fie/h fhall be thrown as dung upon 
the dunghil. 

4. The deftruction of that day will be unavoidable and uni- 
verfal, ver. 18. (1.) There fhall be no efcaping it by ranfom. 
Neither their fiver nor their gold, which they have hoarded up 
fo covetoufly againft the evil day, or which they have fpent fo 
prodigally to make friends for fuch a time, Jhall be able to deliver 
them in the day of the Lord's wrath. Another prophet borrowed 
thefe words from this, with reference to the fame event, Ezek. 
vii. 4. Note, Riches profit not in the day of wrath, Prov. xi. 4. 
Nay riches expofe to the wrath of men, Eccl. v. 13. and riches 
abufed to the wrath of God. (2.) There fhall be no efcaping it 
by flight or concealment ; for the whole land Jhall be devoured by 
the fire of his jealoufy^ and where then can a hiding-place be 
found ? See what the fire of God's jealoufy is, and what the force 
of it, it will ' devour whole lands, how then can particular perfons 
ftand before it? He fhall make riddance, a fpeedy riddance of all 
them that dwell in the land ; as the husbandman when he rids 
his ground, cuts up all the briers and thorns for the fire. Note, 
Sometimes the judgments of God make riddance, even utter 
riddance with finful nations, a fpeedy riddance ; their deftrudtion 
is effected, is compleated, in a little time. Let not finners be 
laid afleep by the patience of God, for when the meafure of 
their iniquity is full, his juftice will both overtake and overcome ; 
will make quick work and thorough work. 



CHAR II. 



Jn this chapter we have, 1 . An earnejl exhortation to the nation of 
the yews to repent, and make their peace with God, and fo to 
prevent the judgments threatened, before it was too late, ver. 
I- — 3. and this inferred from the revelation of God's wrath 
againjl them in the foregoing chapter. 2. A denunciation of the 
judgments of God, againjl divers of the neighbour nations, that 
had ajftjled or rejoiced in the calamity of Ifrael. (1.) The Pbi- 
lijlines, ver. 4 — 7. (2.) The Moabites and Ammonites, ver. 
8 — -II. (3.) The Ethiopians and AJfyrians, ver. 12 — 15. All 
thefe Jhall drink of the fame cup of trembling that is put into 
the hands of God's people*, as was alfo foretold by other prophets 
before and after % i 

No. Ixxvii. 



i.^~1Ather your felves together, yea, gather toge" 
VJT ther, O nation not defired : 2. Before the de- 
cree bring forth, before the day pafs as the chaff, be- 
fore the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, be- 
fore the day of the L O R Ds 



3. Seek ye the LOR D, all 

which have wrought his judgment, feek righteoufnefs, 
feek meeknefs: it may be, ye fhall be hid-in the day 
of the LORDs anger. 

m Here we fee what the prophet meant, in that terrible defcrip- 
tlon of the approaching judgments which we had in the foregoing 
chapter, from firft to laft ; his defign was not to drive the 
people to defpair, but to drive them to God, and to their duty, 
not to frighten them out of their wits, but to frighten them 
out of their lins. ; And in purfuance of that he here calls them 
to repentance, national repentance, as the only way to prevent a 
national ruin. Obferve, 

1. The fummons given them to a national aflembly, ver. r. 
Gather yourfelves together. He had told them in the laft words of 
the foregoing chapter, that God would make a fpeedy ridda?jce 
of all that dwelt i?i the land, upon which one would think it 
mould follow, difperfe yourfelves, and flee for fhelter where you 
can find a place ; when the decree was abfolutely gone forth for 
the laft deftru&ion of Jerufalem by the Romans, that was the 
advice given, Mat. xxiv. 16. Then let them zvhicb be in Judea 
flee into the ?nountains ; but here it is otherwife ; God warns thai- 
he may not wound, threatens that he may not ftrike, and there- 
fore calls to the people to ufe means for the turning away of his 
wrath. The fummons are given to a nation not defired. The 
word fignifies, either, (1.) Not defiring, that has not any defires 
towards God or the remembrance of his name ; is not defirous 
of his favour and grace, but very indifferent to it ; has no mind 
to repent and reform ; yet come together, and fee if you can ftir 
up defires in one another. Thus God is often found of thofe 
that fought him not, nor asked for him, Ifa. lxv. r. Or, (2.) 
Not defirable, no ways lovely, nor having any thing in them 
amiable, or which might recommend them to God. The land 
of Ifrael had been a pleafant land, a land of delight, Dan. xi. 41. 
but now it is unlovely, it is a nation not defired ; to which God 
might juftly fay, depart from me, but he faith, gather together to 

and let us fee if any expedient can be found out for the 
preventing the ruin. Gather together that you may in a body 
humble yourfelves before God, may faft and pray and feek his 
face. Gather together to confult among yourfelves what is to be 
done in this critical juncture, that every one may confider of it, 
may give and take advice, and fpeak his mind ; and that what is 
done may - be done by confent, and fo may be a national act. 
Some read it, enquire into your felves, yea, enquire into your felves ; 
examine your confeiences, look into your hearts, fearch and try 
your ways ; enquire into yourfelves that you may find out the 
fin, by which God has been provoked to this difpleafure againft 
you, and may find out the way of returning to him. Note, 
When God is contending with us, it concerns us to enquire into 
ourfelves. 

2. Arguments urged to prefs them to the utmoft ferioufnefs 
and expedition herein, ver. 2. Do it in earneft, do it with all 
fpeed before it be too late ; before the decree bring forth, before 
the day pafs. The manner of fpeaking here is very lively and 
awakening, designed to make them apprehenfive (as all finners 
are concerned to be) (1.) That their danger is very great, their 
all lies at ftake, it is a matter of life and death, which therefore 
well requires and well deferves the clofeft application of mind 
that can be. It is not a trifle, and therefore is not a thing to 
he trifled about. It is the fierce anger of the Lord that is kindled 
againft them, and is juft ready to kindle upon them 5 that de- 
vouring fire which none can dwell with, which none can make 
head againft, or hold up their head under. It is the day of the 
Lord's anger, the day fet for the pouring out of the full vials of 
it, that you are threatened with, that great day of the Lord fpoken 
of, chap. i. 14. Are you not concerned to prepare for that day ? 
(2.) That it is very imminent ; beftir yourfelves now quickly, 
before the decree bring forth, and then it will be too late, the 
opportunity will be loft and never retrieved. The decree is as 
it were big with child, and it will bring forth the day, the ter- 
rible day which fhall pafs as chaff, i. e. which fhall hurry you 
away into captivity as cbajf before the wind. We know not what 
a day may bring forth, Prov. xxvii. 1. but we do know what the 
decree will bring forth againft impenitent finners, whom there- 
fore it highly concerns to repent in time, in the accepted time. 
Note, It is the wifdom of thofe whom God has a controverfy 
with, to agree with him quickly, while they are in the way, 
before his fierce anger comes upon them not to be turned away. 
In a cafe of this nature delays are highly dangerous, and may be 
fatal, they will be fo, if by them the heart is hardened. How 
follicitous fhould we all be to make our peace with God, be- 
fore the Spirit withdraws from us, or ceafeth to ftrive with us ; 
before the day of grace be over, or the day of life 5 before our 

everlafting ft ate fhall be determined on the other fide the great 
galph fixed. 

Z7 M 3. Directions 
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the houfes of Alhkelon fhall they lie down 
: for the LOR P their God fhall vifit 
n awav their captivity. 



membered again ft them. 



Chap. II. 

3. Dire&ions prefcribed for the doing of this effeaually. It is 

not enough to gather together in a confirmation, but they mutt in the evening „_ — - - 

ferioufly and calmly apply themfelves to the duty of the day, them, and turn away their captivity 
per. 5. Seek ye the Lord : that they might find mercy .with God, 1 
they are here put upon feeking 5 for fo is the rule, feek* and ye Jhall 
find. A general call was given to the whole nation to gather to- 
gether^ but little good is to be expc£ted from the far greater part 
of them ; if the land be faved, it ,muft be by the intereft and 
interceffion of the pious few, and therefore to them the exhor- 
tation here is particularly dire<5ted. And obferve, (1.) How they 
are defer i bed* they are the meek of the earth* or of the land. It 
is the diftinguifh'ing character of the people of God, that they 
are the meek ones of the earth * this is their badge, it is their livery : 
they are modefl* and humble, and low in their own eyes, they are 
mild and gentle, and yielding to others, not foon angry, not very 
angry, no? long angry, they are the quiet in the land* Pfal. xxxv. 20. 
And they are fubjeft and fubmiffive to their God, to all his pre- 
cepts and all his providences * a&ed by this principle and difpofi- 
tion, they have wrought his judgments* i. e. have obeyed his laws, 
obferved his inftitutions, have made conference of their duty to 
him, and have laid out themfelves for the advancement of his 
honour and intereft in the world. (2.) What they are required 
to do ; they muft feeh ; which notes both a careful enquiry and a 
conjlant endeavour* that they may know and do their duty. 
(1.) They muft feek the Lord* feek his favour and grace, ad- 
drefs to him upon all occafions, ask of him what they need, feek 
him early, feek him diligently, and continue feeking him. (2.) 
They muft feek right eoufnefs* feek to God for the performance of 
his promifes to you, and fee to it that you abound yet more in 
duty to him, feek for the righteoufnefs of Chrift to be imputed to 
you, for the graces of God's Spirit to be implanted in you ; 
hunger and thirft after it. (3.) They muft feek ?7ieeknefs ; this is 
a grace they were fo eminent for, that they were denominated 
th^ jneek of the land* and yet this they muft feek* Note, Thofe 
that are never fo good, muft ftill ftrive to be better, that have 
never fo much grace, muft be ftill praying and labouring for 
more. Nay, they that excel in any particular grace, muft ftill 
feek to excel yet more, in that, becaufe in that moft aflaults will 
be made upon them by their enemies, and in that moft is ex- 
pected from them by their friends, and in that they are moft apt 
to be themfelves fecure. Si dixifli* fufificit* periifii. In the diffi- 
cult, trying times approaching, the meek will find exercife for 
all the meeknefs they have, and all little enough, and therefore 
fhould feek it earneftly, and pray that when God in his provi- 
dence gives them occafion for it, he would by his grace enable 
them to exercife it, to Jheiv all ?neeknefs to all men* in all inftan- 
ces ; that as the day is* fo may the flrength be. 

4. Encouragements given to take thefe directions ; it may be 
you Jloall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger. (1.) You particu- 
larly that are the meek of the earth * tho' the day of the Lord's 
^nger do come upon the land, yet you {hall be fafe, you fhall 
be taken under fpecial protection, verify it Jhall be well with thy 
remnant* Jer. xv. 11, Thy life will I give unto thee for a prey* 
Jer. xlv, 5. / will deliver thee in that day* Jer. xxxix. 17. It 
7/iay be you Jhall be hid ; if an/ be hid, you ihall. Good men 
cannot be fure of temporal prcfervation, for all things come alike 
to all* but they are moft likely to be hid, and ftand faireft for 
a diftinguiftiing care of providence. It is expreiled thus doubt- 
fully, to try if they will truft the goodnefs of God's nature, 
tho* they have but the // may be of a promife ; and to keep up 
in them a holy fear and watchfulnefs, left they fhould feem to 
come fhort, and fhould do any thing to throw themfelves out 
of the divine protection. ' Note, Thofe that hold faft their inte- 
grity in times of common iniquity, have reafon to hope, that 
God will find out a hiding-place for them, where they fhall be 
fafe and eafy, in times of common calamity. They fhall be hid 
(as Luther faid) aut i?i ccelo* aut fub ccelo* either in heaven or 
under heaven, either in the pofleffion of heaven, or under the 
protection of heaven. Or, (2.) You of this nation, tho' it be a 
nation not defired* yet in the day of the Lord's anger with the 
neighbour nations, when his judgments are abroad, you Jhall be 
hid* your land fhall be preferved for the fake of thofe few meek 
ones that ftand in the gap, to turn away the wrath of God. 
It concerns us all to make it fure to ourfelves, that we fhall be 
hid in the great day of God's wrath ; and if we hide ourfelves in 
chambers of duty, God will hide us in chambers of fafety, Ifa. 
xxvi. 20. If we prepare an ark, that fhall be our hiding-place, 
Gen. vii. I. 



Chap. II 



4. For Gaza fhall be forfaken, and Afhkelon a 
defolation : they fhall drive out Afhdod at the noon- 
day and Ekron fhall be rooted up. 5. Wo unto the 
inhabitants of the fea-coafts, the nation of the Chere- 
ihites : the word of the LORD is againft you : O 
Canaan, the land of the Philiftines, I will even deftroy 
thee, that there fhall be no inhabitant. 6. And the 
fea-coaft fhall be dwellings and cottages for fhepherds, 
and folds for flocks. .7. And the coaft fhall be for 

the remnant of the houfe of Judah, they fliall feed 



The prophet here, comes to foretel what fhare the neighbour 
nations fhould have in the deftruitions made upon . thofe parts of 
the world by Nebuchadnezzar and his victorious Chaldees, as 
.other of the prophets did at that time : -which is defigned, 
(1.) To awaken the people of the Jews* by making them fen- 
able how ftrong, how deep, how large the inundation of calami- 
ties fhould be, that the day of the Lord that was near, might 
appear the more dreadful, and they might thereby be quickened 
to prepare for it, as for a general deluge. (2.) To comfort 
them with this thought, that their cafe, tho' fad, fhould not be 
lingular, Solamen miferis focios habuiffe' dolor is : and much more 
N with this, that tho' God had feemed to be their enemy, and to 
fight againft them, yet he was ftill fo far their friend, and an 
enemy to their enemies, that he refented and would revenge the 
indignities done them. 

In thefe verfes we have, the doom of the Philiftines, that were 
near neighbours and old enemies to the people of Ifrael. Five 
lordfhips there were in that country, only four are here named, 
Gaza and Afhkelon, Afhdod and Ekron, Gath the fifth is not 
named ; fome think, becaufe it was now fubjedS: to Judah. They 
were the inhabitants of the fea-coajis* ver. 5. for their country 
lay upon the great fea : the nation of the Cherethites is here joined 
with them, which bordered upon them, 1 Sam. xxx. 14. and 
fell with them, as is foretold alfo, Ezek. xxv. 16. The Phili- 
ftines land is here called Canaan, for it belonged to that country 
which God gave to his people Ifrael, and was infer ted in the 
grant made to them, fq/h. xiii. 3. This land is yet to be pof- 
fefled, five lords of the Philijli?ies* fo that they wrongfully kept 
Ifrael out of the pofleffion of it, Judg. iii. 3. which is now re- 

For tho' others rights may be long 
detained unjuftly, the righteous God will at length avenge the 
wrong;. 

1. It is here foretold, that the Philiftines, the ufurpers, fhall 
be difpojjeffed* and quite extirpated. In general, here is a wo to 
them, ver. 5. which coming from God, fpeaks all mifery ; 
"The word of the Lord is againfl them. The word of the former 
prophets, which, tho' not yet accomplifhed, will be in its feafon, 
Ifa. xiv. 31. This word, now by this prophet is againft them. 
Note, Thofe are really in a woful condition, that have the word ' 
of the Lord againft them, for no word of his fhall fall to the 
ground. They that rebel againft the precepts, of God's word, 
Ihall have the threatnings of the word againft them. The effetfl 
will be no lefs than their deftru&ion, (1.) Qod himfelf will be 
the author of it, / will even defray thee* who can make good 
what he faith, and will. (2.) It fhall be an univerfal definition, 
it fhall extend it felf to all parts of the land, both city and 
country : Gaza Jhall be forfaken* tho' now a populous city, it 
was foretold, Jer. xlvii. 5. that baldnefs fhould come upon Gaza; 
Alexander the Great razed that city, and we find Ads vii. 26. 
that Gaza was a defert. Afhkelon fhall be a defolation* a pattern ' 
of defolation ; AJhdod Jljall be driven out at noon-day -* in the ex- 
tremity of the fcorching heat they fhall have no fhade, no fhel- 
ter to protect them, but then, when moft incommoded by the 
weather, they fhall be forced away into captivity, which will 
be an aggravating circumftance of it. Ekron like wife fhall be 
rooted up* that had been long taking root. The land of the Phi- 
liftines fhall be difpeopled, there jhall be no inhabitant* ver. 5. 
God made the earth to be inhabited* Ifa. xlv. .1 8. otherwife he had 
made it in vain ; but if men do not anfwer the end of their 
creation, in ferving God, it is juft with God that the earth 
fhould not anfwer the end of its creation, in ferving them for 
an habitation * man's fin hath fometimes fubje&ed it to this 
vanity. (3.) It fhall be an utter definition. The fea-coaft that 
ufed to be a harbour for fhips, and a habitation for merchants, 
fhall now be deferted, and be only cottages for fijephtrds and 
folds for fiocksy ver. 6. and then perhaps put to better ufe, than 
when it was pofTefTed by the lords of the Philiftines. 

2. It is here foretold, that the houfe of Judah, the rightful 
owners, fhall recover the poffiffion of it, ver. 7. The remnant of 
them, that fhall return out of captivity* when God vifits them 
fhall be made to lie down in fafety in the houfes of AJkkclon ; to 
lie down in the evening* when. they are weary and fleepy. There 
they fija/l feed themfelves and their flocks. Note, God will at 
length reftore his people to their rights, tho' they may be long 
kept out from them. 



•8. *J I have heard the reproach of Moab> and the 
revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they 
have reproached my people, and magnified themfelves. 
againft their border. 9. Therefore as I live, fairh the 
LORD of hofts the God of Ifrael, Surely Moab ihall 
be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomor- 
rah, even the breeding of nettles, and falc-pits, and a 
perpetual defolation, the refidue of my people ihall 

fpoil them, and the remnant of my people fhall pofifefs 

them* 
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them. io. This fhall they have for their pride, be- 
caufe they have reproached and magnified themfelves 
againft the people of the LO RD of hofts. u- The 
LORD will be terrible unto them : for he will fa- 
mifh all the gods of the earth, and men fhall worfhip 
him, every one from , his place, even all the ifles of 
the heathen. 

The Moabites and Ammonites were both of the pofterity of 
Lot 5 their countries joined and both adjoining to Ifrael, they 

are here put together in the prophecy againft them. 

I. They are both charged with the fame crime, and that was 
reproaching and reviling the people of God, and triumphing in 
their calamities, ver. 8. They have reproached my people ; while 
God's people kept clofe to their duty, it is probable, they reproach- 
ed them for the fingularities of their religion ; and now they had 
revolted from God, and were fallen under his difpleafure, they 
reproached them for that too. It has been the common lot of 
God's people in all ages, to be reproached and reviled upon one 
account or other ; thus the old ferpent fpits his venom ; and pride 
is at the bottom of it, it is in their pride that they have magnified 
themfelves againft the people of the Lord of hofts, thinking them- 
felves as good as they, as great, and every way as happy. It is 
the contempt of the proud that God's people are filled with, Pfal. 
cxxiii. 4. They have fpoken big (fo fome read it, magna locuti 
font) againft their border, ver. 8. againft thofe of them that bor- 
dered upon their country, whom upon all occafions . they infult- 
ed : or, againft the property they claimed, which they difputed, 
or the prote&ion they boafted of, which they ridiculed; they 
fpoke big againft the people of the Lord of hofts, as a defer ted, aban- 
doned people ; great fwelling zvords of vanity are the genuine lan- 
guage of the church's enemies. But / have heard them, faith 
God, and will let you know that I have heard them. I have 
heard, and I will reckon for them, Jade 15. And if God hears 
the reproaches and revilings we are under, it is a good reafon 
why we fhould be as a deaf man that hears not, Pfal. xxxviii. 
14, 15. Nay, God not only takes notice of, but interefts him- 
felf in the reproaches caft on his people, becaufe they are his ; 
and it is certain, They who look with difdain upon the people of 
the Lord of hofts, thereby dishonour the Lord of hofts himfelf. 
See this very thing charged on Moab and Amnion, Ezek. xxv. 

2. They are both laid under the fame doom. Aflbciates in 
iniquity may expert to be fo in defolation. See with what fo- 
lemnity fentence is pronounced upon them, ver. 9, It is the 
Lord of hofts, the fbvereign Lord of all, who has authority to 
pals this fentence, and ability to execute it; it is the God of 
Ifrael, who is jealous for their honour, it is he that has faid it, 
nay he hath fworn it. As I live, faith the Lord. The fentence is, 
(1.) That the Moabites and Ammonites {hall be quite deftroyed ; 
they fhall be as Sodom and as Gomorrah, the marks of whofe" 
ruins in the Dead-fea, lay near adjoining to the countries of Moab 
and Ammon ; they fhall, tho' not by the fame means, even fire , 
from heaven, yet almoft in the fame manner be laid wafte ; not 
again to be inhabited, or not of a long time. The country fhall 
produce nothing but nettles, inftead of corn ; and there fhall be 
brine-pits, inftead of the pleafant fountains of water, with which 
the country had abounded, (2.) That Ifrael fhall be too hard j 
for them ; fhall fpoil them of their goods, and poffefs their country 
by lawful war. Note, Proud men, fometimes, by thejuftjudg- j 
ment of God, fall under the mortification of being trampled upon 
themfelves, by thofe, whom when time was, they haughtily 
trampled upon. And this Jhall they have for their pride. 

3. Other nations fhall in like manner be humbled, that the 
Lord alone may be exalted. Ver. 11. The Lord zvill be terrible 
.unto the Moabites and Ammonites in particular, who have made 
themfelves a terror to his Ifrael: For (1.) Heathen gods muft be 
abolijhed; they have long had pofTeffion, and their worfhippers 
have both glorified them, and gloried in them. But the Lord 
will fa?nijh all the gods of the earth, will ftarve them out of their 
ftrong-holds : the Pagans had a fond conceit, that their ^ idols 
were regaled by their offerings, and did eat the fat of their fa- 
crijices, Deut. xxxii. 38. Omnia comefta a Belo. But it is here 
promifed that when the Chriftian religion is fet up in the world, 
men fhall be turned from the fervice of thefe dumb idols, fhall 
forfake their altars, and bring no more facrifices to them, and j 
thus they fhall be famijjjed or made lean, as the word is ; their J 
priefts fhall. This fpeaks the vanity of thofe idols, it lies in the j 
power of their worfhippers to famijh them ; whereas the true j 
God faith, If I were hungry, I would not tell thee. It fpeaks alfo j. 
the vi&ory of the God of Ifrael over them ; Now know we, that j 
he is greater than all gods. (2.) Heathen nations muft be con- I 
verted ; when the gofpel gets ground, by it men fhall be brought I 
to worfhip him who lives for ever, (for that is the command of | 
the everlafting gofpel, Rev. xiv. 7.) every one from his place; J 
they fhall not need to go up to Jerusalem to worfhip the God of I 
Ifrael, but wherever they are, they may have accefs to him ; I 
/ will that men pray every zvhere.* God fhall be worfhipped, not I 
only by all the tribes of Ifrael, and the ftrangers who join them- J 
felves to them, but by all the ijlts of the heathen ; this is a pro- j 



mife which looks favourably upon our native country, for it is 
I one of the moft confiderable of tbe ifles of the Gentiles^ by which 
God will be glorified. 

J 12. % Ye Ethiopians alfo, ye fhall be fiain by my 
j fword. 13. And he will ftretch . out his hand againft 
I the north, and deftroy AfTyria, and will make 
I Nineveh a defolation, and dry like a wildernefs. 
I 14. And flocks fhall lie down in the midft of her* 
all the beafts of the nations : both the cormorant and 
the bittern fhall lodge in the upper lintels of it: 
their voice fhall fing in the windows, defolation ftoall 
be in the threfholds: for he fhall uncover the cedar- 
j work. 15. This is the rejbycing city that dwelt care- 
lefsly, that faid in her heart, 1 am, and there is none 
befide me : how is fhe become a defolation, a place 
for beafts to lie down in ! every one that pafTeth 
by her, fhall hifs, and wag his hand. 

r 

The cup is going round, when Nebuchadnezzar is going 071 con- 
quering and to conquer : and not only Ifrael's near neighbours, 
but thofe that lay more remote, muft be reckoned with, for the 
wrongs they had done to God's people ; the Ethiopians and the 
Aflyrians are here taken to task. 

1. The Ethiopians or Arabians that had fometimes been a 
terror to Ifrael, as in Afa's time, 2 Chron. xiv. 9. muft now be 
reckoned with. They fhall be fain by my fword, ver. 12. Ne- 
buchadnezzar was God's fuord, the inftrument in his hand, 

with which thefe and other enemies were fubdued and punifhed, 
Pfal. xvii. 14. 

2. The Aflyrians, and Nineveh the head city of their mo- 
narchy, are next fet to the bar, to receive their doom. He that 
is God's fword, will ftretch out his hand againft the north, and 
deftroy Affyria, and make himfelf mafter of it. AfTyria had been 
the rod of God's anger againft Ifrael, and now Babylon is the 
rod -of God's anger againft AfTyria, Ifa. x. 5. He will ?nake 
Nineveh a defolation, as had been lately and largely foretold, by 
the prophet Nahum. Obferve, 

1. How flourifhing Nineveh's ftate had formerly been, ver. is. 

This is the rejoycing city that dwelt carelefsly. Nineveh was fo 
ftrong that fhe feared no evil, and therefore dzuelt carelefsly, and 
fet danger at defiance ; was fo rich that fhe thought herfeif fure 
of all good, and therefore was a rejoicing city, full of mirth and 
gaiety ; and had fuch a dominion, that fhe admitted no rival, 
but faid in her heart, I am, and there is ?ione befides me, that can 
compare with me ; no city in the world that can pretend to be - 
equal with me. God can with his judgments frighten the moft 
fecure, humble the moft haughty, and mar the mirth of thofe 
that moft laugh now. 

2. How compleat Nineveh's ruin fhall now be ; it fhall be 
made a defolation, ver. 13. fuch a heap of ruins fhall this once 
pompous city be, that it fhall be, (1.) A receptacle for beafts, 
fuch a wildernefs, that flocks jhall lie down in it ; nay, fuch a 
wafte, defolate, frightful place, that wild beafts, the beafts of the 
nations, all kinds of beafts fhall take up their abode there; the 
melancholy birds, as the cormorant and bittern fhall make their 
nefts in what remains of the houfes, as they fometimes do in old 
ruinous buildings that are uninhabited and unfrequented. The 
lintels or chapiters of the pillars, the zvindows and threfholds, and 
all the fine cedar work curioufly engraven, fhall lie expofed ; and 
on them thefe rueful, ominous birds fhall perch, and their voice 
Jhall fing. How are the fongs of mirth turned into hideous, 
horrid noifes I What little reafon have men to be proud of ftately 
buildings, and rich furniture, when they know not what all the 
pomp of them may come to at laft. (2.) A derifion to travel- 
lers. They that had come from far to gratify their curiofity, 
with the fight of Nineveh's fplendor, fhall now look on her with 
as much contempt, as ever they looked upon her with admira- 
tion, ver. 15. Every one that pajfeth by ftjall hifs at her, and wag 
his hand, making light of her defolations, . nay, and making 
fport with them ; there is an end of proud Nineveh. They fhall 
not weep and wring their hands, their adverfities are unpitied and 
unlamented, that were infolent and haughty in their profperity, 
but they fhall hifs and wag their hands, forgetting that perhaps 
their own ruin is not far off". 



CHAP. III. 



TVe now return to ferufalem, and muft again hear what God has to 
fay to her, (i.j By-way of reproof and threatening, for the 
abundance of wickednefs that was found in her ; of which divers 

. inftances are given, with the aggravations of them, ver. 1 — 7. 

(2.) By way of promife of mercy and grace, which God had yet 

in referve for them. Two general heads of promifes here are, 

(*.) That God would bring in a gloriotts zvork of reformation 

. among 
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among them, cleanfe them from their /ins, and bring them home 
to himfelfi many promifes of this kind here are, ver. ? — 13. 
(2.) That he ivould bring about a glorious work of falvation for 
them, -when he had thus prepared them for it, ver. 14 — 20. 
Thus the Redeemer fhall come to Zion, and to clear his own 
'way, /hall turn away ungodlinefs from Jacob. Thefe promifes 
ivcre to have their full accompli/bment in gofpel times and gofpel 
graces. 



-w 



LORD 



* 9 

O to her that is filthy and polluted, to the 
opprefling city. 2. She obeyed not the voice : 

corre&ion : fhe trufted not in the 

Her 



fhe received not 

fhe drew not near to her God* 3 

are roaring lions; her judges are 

the bones till the 



within her 



not 



morrow. 



princes 

evening wolves, they gnaw 

4. Her prophets are light and treacherous 
perfons : her priefts have polluted the fancluary, they 
have done violence to the law, 5. The juft LORD 
is in the midft thereof : he will not do iniquity : every 
morning doth he bring his judgment to light, he 
failerh not, but the unjuft knoweth no fhame. 6. I 
have cut off the nations : their towers are defolate, 
I made their ftreets wafte, that none paffeth by: 

are deftroyed, fo that there is no man, 

7. I faid, Surely thou 
thou wilt receive inflrudiion, fo their 



their cities 
that there is none inhabitant. 



wilt fear me : 
dwelling fhould not be cut off, howfoever I punifli- 
ed them : but they rofe early, and corrupted all their 
doings. 



One would wonder that Jerufalem, the holy city, where 
God was kmzvn, and his name was great, fhould be the city of 
which this black characler is here given ; that a place that en- 
joyed fuch plenty of the means of grace, fhould become fo very 
corrupt and vicious, and that God Ihould permit it to be fo; 
yet fo it is, to fhow that the law made nothing perfecJ ; but if 
this be the true characler of Jerufalem, as no doubt it is, for 
Gods judgment will make none worfe than they are, it is 
110 wonder that the prophet begins with wo to her. For the 
holy God hates fin in thofe that are neareft to him, nay, in 
them he hates it moft. A finful ftate is, and will be a woful 
Hate. 

1. Here is a very ill character given of the city in general; 
how is the faithful city become a harlot ! (1.) She frames herfelf ; 
fhe is filthy and polluted, has made herfelf infamous, fo fome read 
it; ver. 1. the gluttonous city, fo the margin, always cramming, 
and making provifion for the flefh, to fulfil the lufts of it. Sin 
is the filthinefs and pollution of perfons and places, and makes 
them odious in the fight of the holy God. (2.) She wrongs her 
neighbours and inhabitants ; fhe is the opprefling city ; never any 
place had Jlatutes and judgments fo righteous as this city had, and 
yet in the adminiftration of the government, never was more 
unrighteoufnefs. (3.) She is very provoking to her God, and in 
every refpecl walks contrary to him, ver. 2. He has given his 
law, and fpoken to her by his fervants the prophets, telling her 
what is the good fhe fhould do, and what the evil fhe fhould 
avoid, but Jhe obeyed not his voice ; nor made confcience of doing 
as he commanded her in any thing. He has taken her under an 
excellent difcipline, both of the word and of the rod, but fhe 
did not receive the inftruclion of the one, or the correction of 
the other ; did not fubmit to God's will, nor anfvver his end in 
either : he encouraged her to depend upon him, and his power 
and promife for deliverance from evil, and fupply with good, 
but fhe trujled not in the Lord ; her confidence was placed in her 
alliances with the nations, more than in her covenant with God : 
he gave her tokens of his prefence, and inftituted ordinances of 
communion for her with himfelf, but fhe drew not near to her 
God, did not meet him where he appointed, and where he pro- 
mifed to meet her. She flood at a diftance, and faid to the Al- 
mighty, Depart. 

z. Here is a very ill character of the leading men in it; 
thofe that fhould by their influence fuppre/s vice and profanenefs 
there, are the great patterns and patrons of it ; and thofe that 
fhould be her phyficians, are really her worft difeafe. (1.) Her 
princes are ravenous and barbarous as roaring lions, that make a 
prey of all about them ; and are univerfally feared and hated ; 
they ufe their power for deftru&ion, and not for edification. 
(2.) Hex judges that fhould be the protestors of injured innocen- 
cv, are evening wolves, rapacious and greedy, and their cruelty 
and covetoufnefs both infatiable. They gnaw not the bones till 
the morrow ; they take fo much delight and pleafure in cruelty 
and oppreffion, that when they haye devoured a good man, they 
referve the bones, as it were, for a fweet morfel, to be gnawed 
the next morning, Job xxxi. 31. (3.) Her prophets that pre- 
tended to be fpecial meflengers from heaven to them, were light 
and treacherous perfons, fanciful, and of a vain imagination, 

frothy and airy, and of a loofe converfation, men of no con- 



fiftency with themfelves, nor that one could put any confidence 
in; they were fo given to bantering, that it was hard to fay 
when they were ferious. Their pretended prophecies were all a 
fham, and they fecretly laughed at thofe that were deluded bv 
them. (4.) Her priefts that were teachers by office, and had 
the charge of the holy things, were falfe to their truft, and be- 
trayed it : they were to preferve the purity of the fanSluary, but 
they did themfelves pollute it, and the facred offices of it, which 
they were to attend upon ; fuch priefts as Hophni and Phineas 
that by their wicked lives ?nade the facrifices of the Lord to be ab- 
horred.- They were to expound and apply the lata, and to judge 
according to it, but in their explications and applications of it 
they did violence to the law ; they corrupted the fenfe of it 
and perverted it to the patronizing of that which was dire&ly 
contrary to it ; by forced conftruftions, they made the law 
fpeak what they pleafed, to ferve a turn, and fo in effkQ. made 
void the law. 

3. We have here the aggravations of this general corruption 
of all orders and degrees of men in Jerufalem. ' 

1. They had the tokens of God's prefence among them, and 
all the advantages that could be, of knowing his will, with the 
ftrongeft inducements poffible to do it, and yet they perfifted in 
their difobedience, ver. 5. (1.) They had the honour and pri- 
vilege of the Shechinah, God's dwelling in their land, fo as he 
dwelt not with any other people. The juji Lord is in the midft 
of thee, to take cognizance of all thou doft amifs, and give counter 
nance to all thou doft well : he is in the mid ft of thee as a holy 
God, and therefore thy pollutions are the more offenfive, Deut* 
xxiii. 14. He is in the midft of thee as a juft God, and there- 
fore will punifh the affronts you put upon him, and the wrongs 
and injuries you do to one another. (2.) They had God's 
own example fet before them, in the difcovery he made of him- 
felf to them, that they might conform to it, he will not do ini- 
quity, and therefore you fhould not, for this was the great rule of 
their inftitution, be ye holy, for I am holy. God will be true to 
you, be not you then falfe to him. (3.) He fent to them his 
prophets, rifing up early and fending them, every morning doth 
he bring his judgment to light, as duly as the morning comes, be 
faileth not, he fhews them plainly, what the good is he requires 
of them, and puts them in mind of it ; he wakeneth marning by 
morning, Ifa. 1. 4. wakens his prophets with the rifing fun, to 
bring to light the things which belonged to their peace. So that 
upon the whole matter, what more could have been done to his 
vineyard, to make it fruitful ! Ifa. v. 4. And yet after all, the 
unjilft knows no jhame, they that have been unjuft, are unjuft 
ftill, and are not afhamed of their unrighteoufnefs, neither can 
they blujh. If they had any fenfe of honour, any fhame left in 
them, they would not go fo dire£My contrary to their profeffion, and 

to the inftrudiions given them. But they that are paft fhame, are 
paft cure. 

2. God has fet before their eyes fome remarkable monuments 
of his juftice, which were defigned for warning to them, ver. 6. 
J have cut off the nations, the feven nations of Canaan, which 
the land fpued out for their wickednefs ; upon which they had 
this caution given them, to take heed, left it fpue them out alft 9 
Lev. xviii. 28. Or it may refer to fome of the neighbour nati- 
ons, that were made defolate for their wickednefs, efpecially to 
the nation of Ifrael, the ten tribes ; their towers were deflate, 
their high towers, their ftrong towers, their pride and power 
broken, their flreets wafted, fo that none paffed along thro* them ; 
their cities were deftroyed, and laid in ruins, no man was to be 
found in them, no inhabitant, all were flain, or carried into cap- 
tivity. The enemies did it, but God avows it, / cut them off, 
faith he. And God defigned this for an admonition to Jerufalem, 
Exek. xxiii. 9, 11. I faid, fur ely thou wilt fear ?ne, furely thefe 
judgments upon others, will deter thee from the like wicked 
practices ; furely thou wilt receive inftruclion by thefe providences ; 
it ought reafonably to be expected, that thou wouldeft not con- 
tinue to fin like the nations, when thou feeft the ruin which their 
fin brought upon them. They could not but fee their own houfe 
in danger, when their neighbours was on fire : and when we are 
frighined, God fhould be feared. 

3. He had fet before them life and death, good and evil, both 
in his word and in his providence. (1.) He had allured them 
of the continuance of their profperity, if they would fear him 
and receive injlruclion, for fo their dwelling would not be cut off, 
as their neighbours was ; if they took the warning given them, 
and reformed, what was paft fhould be pardoned, and their tran- 
quillity lengthened out. (2.) He had made them feel the fmart 
of the rod, tho* he reprieved them from the fword ; howfoever J 
puniftjed them, that being chaftened they might not be condemned : 

fuch various methods did God take with them, to reclaim thern, 

thods, 



but all in vain, they were not won upon by gentle 
nor had fevere ones any efFecl, for they ?'ofe early and corrupted 
all their doings ; they were more refolute and eager in their 
wicked courfes than ever ; more ftudious and follicitous in making 
provifion for their lufts, and let flip no opportunity for the gra- 
tification of them. God rofe up early to fend them his prophets 
to reduce and reclaim them, but they were up before him, to fhut 
and bolt the door againft them. Their wickednefs was uni- 
verfal, all their doings were corrupted, and it was all along of 

themfelves 
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themfelves, they could not lay the blame upon the tempter* but 
they alone muft bear it ; they themfelves wilfully and defignedly 
corrupted all their doings ; for every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn afide of his own luji and enticed. 



and the grace of it* 
Heb. iii. id. 



to thofe times of reformation we live in. 



8. % Therefore wait ye upon me, faith the LORD, 
until the day that I rife up to the prey : for my de- 
termination is to gather the nations, that I may af- 
femble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indig- 
nation, even all my fierce anger : for all the earth 
fhall be devoured with the fire of my jealoufy. 9. For 
then will I turn to the people a pure language, that 
they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to 
ferve him with one confent. 10. From beyond the 
rivers of Ethiopia, my fuppliants, even the daughter of 
my difperfed ihall bring mine offering. 11. In that 
day fhalt thou not be afhamed for all thy doings, 
wherein thou haft tranfgreflTed againft me : for then I 
will take away out of the midft of thee them that 
rejoice in thy pride, and thou fhalt no more be haughty 
becaufe of my holy mountain. 12. I will alfo 
leave in the midft of thee an affli&ed and poor people, 
and they fhall truft in the name of the LOR D. 
13. The remnant of Ifrael fhall not do iniquity, nor 
fpeak lyes : neither fhall a deceitful tongue be found 
in their mouth : for they fhall feed and lie down, and 
none fhall make them afraid. 



with 
ill 



Jerufalem in the foregoing 
and feems to be incorri- 



Things looked very bad 
verfes 5 fhe is got into a very ill name, 
gible, incurable, mercy -proof and judgment-proof. Now, one 
would think it fhould follow, therefore expedt no other, but that 
fhe fhould be utterly abandoned and rejected as reprobate fiver - y 
fince they will not be wrought upon by prophets or providences, 
let them be made a defolation as their neighbours have been : 
but behold and wonder at the riches of divine grace, which takes 
occafion from man's badnefs, to appear fo much the more illu- 
ftrious. They ftill grew worfe and worfe therefore wait ye upon 
me, faith the Lord, ver. 8. fince the law, it feems, will make no- 
thing perfect, the bringing in of a better hope Jhall ; let thofe that 
lament the corruptions of the church, wait upon God, till he fend 
his Son into the world, to fave his people from their fins, till he 
fend his gofpel to reform and refine his church, and to purify 
to himfelf a peculiar people both of Jews and Gentiles. And 
there were thofe who according to this dire&ion and encourage- 
ment, waited for redemption, for this redemption in Jerufalem, 
and long looked for came at laft, Luke ii. 38. For judgment 
Chrift will come into this worlds John ix. 39- 

1 . Xo avenge what has been done amifs againfl his church, to 
bring down and deftroy the enemies of it, its fpiritual enemies ; 
of which the definition of Babylon, and other the oppreflbra of 
God's people, in the Old Teftament times, was a type, and 
would be a happy prefage. He will rife up to the prey, to lead cap- 
tivity captive, Pfal. lxviii. 18. to conquer and fpoil the powers 
of darknefs, and the powers on earth, that fet themfelves againft 
the Lord and his anointed ; he will break them with a rod of iron, 
Pfal. ii. 5, 9. — ex. 5, 6. his determination is to gather the nations, 
and to affemble the kingdoms. By the gofpel of Chrift preached 
to every creature, all nations are fummoned, as it were, to ap- 
pear in a body before the Lord Jefus, who is about to fet up his 
kingdom in the world. But, fince the greateft part of man- 
kind will not obey the fummons, he will pour upon them his in- 
dignation, for he that believes not, is conde?nned already. At the 
time of the fetting up of the kingdom of the Mefliah, there fhall 
be on earth diflrefs of nations with perplexity, Luke xxi. 
great tribulation, luch as never was, or ever Jhall be, 
xxiv. 21. Then God pours upon the nations his indignation, even 
all his fierce anger, for their indignation and fierce anger againft 
the Mefliah and his kingdom. Pfal.il 1, 2. Then all the earth 
Jhall be devoured with the fire of his jealoufy, both Jews and 

Gentiles fhall be reckoned with, for their enmity to the gofpel. 
Principalities and powers fhall be fpoiled, and made afijew of openly, 
and the victorious Redeemer fhall triumph over them. Thofe 
that continue to be of the earth, and to mind earthly things, 
after God has fet up the kingdom of heaven among men, their 
end fiall be defruclion, Phil. iii. 1 9. they fhall be devoured with 

the fire of God's jealoufy. 

2. To a?ne?id what he finds amifs in his church. When God 
intends the reftoration of Ifrael, and the revival of their peace 
and profperity, he makes way for it by their reformation, and 
the revival of their virtue and piety ; for this is God's method, 
both with particular perfons and with communities, firft to make 
them holy, and then to make them happy. Thefe promifes were 
in part accomplifhed, after the return of the Jews out of Baby- 
lon,- when by their captivity they were thoroughly cured of their 
idolatry 5 and this was all the fruit, even the taking away of 
fin : but it looks farther, to the blefied effe&s of the gofpel, 
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1. It is promifed that there fhall be a reformation in i&ens dif- 
courfe, which had been generally corrupt, but fhould now be 
with grace feafoned with fait, ver. 9. Then will I turn to the 
people a pure language, i. e. I will turn the people to fuch a 
language, from that evil communication which had almoft ruined 
all good manners among them. Note, Converting grace refines 
the language, not by making the phrafes witty, but the fubftance 
wife. Among the Jews after the captivity, there needed a refor- 
mation of the dialeft, for they had mingled the language of 
Canaan with that of Afhdod, Neb. xiii. 24. and that grievance 
fhall be redrefled. But that is not all ; their language fhall be 
purified from all profanenefs, filthinefs and falfhood. I will turn 
to them a choice language ; fo fome read it 5 they fhall not fpeak 
rafihly, but with caution and deliberation : they fhall choofe out 
their words. Note, An air of purity and piety in common con- 
verfation, is a very happy omen to any people ; other graces, 
other bleffings, fhall be given where God gives a pure language, 
to thofe that have been a people of unclean lips. 

2. That the worfhip of God according to his will, fhall be 
more clofely applied to, and more unanimoufly concurred in : 
inftead of facrifice and incenfe, they fhall call upon the name of 
the Lord ; prayer is the fpiritual offering with which God muit 
be honoured : and to. prepare and fit us for that duty, it is necef- 
fary that we have a pure language. We are utterly unfit to take 
God's name into our lips, unlefs they be pure lips. The pu- 
rifying of the language in common conversation, is necefiary to 
the acceptablenefs of the words of our mouth, and the medita- 
tion of our heart in our devotion ; for how can fiveet waters 
and bitter come out of the fame fountain ? Jam. iii. 9, 10, n, 12. 
It is like wife promifed that their language being thus purified, 
they fhall ferve God with one confent : with one Jhoidder, fo the 
word is 5 alluding to oxen in the yoke, that draw even : when 
Chriftians are unanimous in the fervice of God, the work gees 
on chearfully. This is the effe6t of the pure language, 
fied from paffion, envy and cenforioufnefs, 



Note, 



pun- 
Purity is 

the way to unity ; the reformation of manners the way to a 
comprehenfion ; the wifdom from above, is firft pure, then 
peaceable. 

3. That thofe that were driven from God, fhould return to 
him, and be accepted of him, ver. 10. From beyond the rivers 
of Ethiopia ; i. e, from Egypt, fo defcribed, Ifa. xviii. 1. or from 
fome other very remote country, my fupplicants, even the daughter 
of my difperfed, Jhall bring mine offering. Thofe that by reafon 
of their diflance had almoft forgotten God, and their obligations 
to him, fhall be put in mind of him, as the prodigal fon was of 
his father's houfe, in the far country. Thofe that by reafon of 
their difperfion under the tokens of his difpleafure, might be 
afraid of coming to him, yet even they fhall be gathered under 
his wings : the daughter of his difperfed that is afar off, will be 
found among thofe whom the Lord cur God Jliall call ; and tho' 
they are dijperfed, he will own them for his ; his calling them 
my difperfed, puts honour upon them, fufficient to balance all the 
difgrace of their difperfion. Thefe fhall come, (1.) With their 
humble petitions 5 they are my fupplicants. Note, True converts 
are fupplicants to God ; they do not plead, but make • fupplication 
to their judge, Job ix. 15. and wherever they are, tho' beyond 
the rivers of Ethiopia, a great way off from his houfe of prayer, 
he has his eye upon them, and his ear open to them, they are 
his fupplicants* (2.) With their fpiritual facrifices, they Jhall bring 
mine offering ; fhall bring themfelves as fpiritual facrifices to 
Godj Rom. xii. 1. The converfion of the Gentiles, is called the 
offering up of the Gentiles, Rom. xv. 16. and with themfelves, 
they fhall bring the gofpel facrifices, of prayer, and praife, and 
alms, with which God is well pleafed. 

4. That fin and finners fhall be purged out from among them, 
ver. .11. God will take away, (r.) Their juft reproach, in that 
day Jhalt thou not- be ajhamed for all thy doings. They fhall be 
afhamed as pe?iitents, and fhall continue to be fo, fee Ezek. 
xvi. 63. but they fhall not be afhamed as finners that return to folly 
again. Thou Jhalt not be ajhamed, i. e. thou fhalt no more do a 
fhameful thing,* as thou haft done. The guilt of fin being taken 
away by pardoning mercy, the reproach of it fhall be rolled away 
from the finner's own confeience, that being purified, and paci- 
fied and cleanfed from dead works. When wickednefs and wicked 
people abound in a nation, thofe few in it that are good, are 
afhamed of them, and of their land ; but when finners are con- 
verted, and the land reformed, that fhame and the caufe of it 
are removed. (2.) Their unjuft glorying. / will take away out 
of the midji of thee, not only the profane that are a fhame to thy 
land, but the hypocrites that appear beautiful outwardly, and 
rejoice in thy pride, in the holy city, the holy houfe $ thefe were 
indeed Ifrael's glory, but they made them their pride and rejoiced 
in them, as if they were an invincible bulwark to /ecure them in 
their finful ways ; they relied on them as their righteoufnefs and 
ftrength, boafting of the temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord, Jer. vii. 4. they were haughty becaufe of the holy mountain $ 
were conceited of themfelves, fcornful of others, and fet even the 
judgments of God at defiance. Note, Church privileges when 
they are not duly improved as they ought to be, are often made 
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the matter of mans pride, and the ground of their fecurity. 
that haughtinefs is of all other the moft offenfive to God, which 
is fupported and fed by the "pretenfions of holinefs. This' God 
will Jilence and take away. 

5. That God will have a remnant of holy, humble, ferious 
people among; them, that fhall have the comfort of their relation 
to him, and intereft in him, ver. 12. I will leave in the midjl of 
thee an afflicted and poor people. When the Chaldeans carried 
away the Jews into captivity, they left of the poor of the land 
for vine- dr ejfer s and husband- men, a type and figure of God's 
diftinguifhed remnant ; whom he fets apart for himfelf, they are 
afflicled and poor ; low in the world fuch God hath chofen, Jam. 
ii. 5. The poor are evangelized, low in their own eyes, aiHic- 
ted for fin, poor in fpirit. They are God's leaving, for it is a 
re 77272 ant according to the eleclio7i of grace : I have referved the7n 
my f elf faith God, Ro7n. xi. 45. and they Jliall trujl in the na7ne 
of the Lord. Note, Thofe whom God defigns for the glory 
of his name, he enables to truft in his name. And the greater their 
affliction and- poverty in the world is, the more reafon they- 
fee to truft in God, having nothing elfe to truft to, 1 Tun. v. 5. 

6. That this felecl remnant fhall be blefled with purity and 
peace, ver. 13. (1.) They fhall be blefled with purity , both in 
words and actions j they fhall neither do iniquity, 72or fpcak lyes. 
Juftice and veracity fhall command them and govern them, tho' 
it be never fo much againft their fecular intereft. They fhall 
not only not fpeak a direct, deliberate lye, but there JJiall 72ot be a 
deceitful tongue found in their 7nouth, not in the mouth of any of 
them ; not the leaft equivocation fhall come from them. (2.) They 
fhall be blefled with peace. They fhall as the fheep of God's 
pafture, feed and lie down, and none /ball 7nake them afraid. They 
fhall not be fearfid themfelves, nor fliall any about them be fright- 
ful to them. Note, Thofe that are careful not to do iniquity, 
need not be afraid of any calamity, for it cannot hurt them, and 
therefore fhould not terrify them. 




Jerufale 



14. <fl" Sing, O daughter of Zion, fhout, O Ifrael, 
be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of 

15. The LORD hath taken away thy 
judgments, he hath call out thine enemy : the King of 
Ifrael, even the LORD ii in the midft of thee : thou 
lhalt not fee evil any more. 16. In that day it fhall 
be faid to Jerufalem, Fear thou not : and to Zion, 
Let not thine hands be flack. 17. The LORD thy 
God in the midft of thee is mighty ; he will fave, he 
will rejoice over thee with joy : he will reft in his 
love, he will joy over thee with finging. 18. I will 
gather them that are forrowful for the folemn affem- 
bly, who are of thee, to who?n the reproach of it was 
a burthen. 19. Behold, at that time I will undo all 
that afflidt thee, and I will fave her that halteth, and 
gather her that was driven out, and I will get them 
praife and fame in every land, where they have been 
put to fhame. 2cx At that time will I bring you 

even in the time that I gather you : for I will 

and a praife among all people of 
the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your 
eyes, faith the L OR D. 



again 

make you a name 



After the promifes of taking away of fin, here follows promifes of 
the taking away of trouble ; for when the caufe is removed, the 
effect, will ceafe. What makes a people holy, will make them 
happy of courfe. The precious promifes here made to the puri- 
fied people, were to have their full accomplishments in the com- 
forts of the gofpel. In the hope, and much more in the enjoy- 
ment of which, they are here called upon, (1.) To rejoice and 
fing, ver. 1 4, Sing, O daughter of Zion, fing for joy, Jhout, O 
Ifrhcl, in a holy tranfport and exultation, Be glad and rejoice with 
all the heart ; let the joy be inward, let it be great 3 thofe that 
love God with all their heart, have occafion with all their heart 
to rejoice in him. It was promifed, ver. 1 3. that their fins fhould 
be mortified, and thefe fears filenced, and then follows, fthg and 
rejoice. Note, Thofe that refor?n have caufe to rejoice ; whereas 
Ifrael cannot rejoice for joy as other people, while fhe goes a 
whoring from her God. God's promifes applied by faith, furnifh 
the faints with conftant and abundant matter for joy ; they are 
filled with joy and peace in believing them, (i 4 ;) To throw off 
all their difcouragements, ver. 16. In that day it /ball be faid to 
Jerufale7n, God will fay it* by his prophets, by his provi- 



dences, their neighbours fhall fay it, they fhal< fay it to one 
another, Fear thou not, be not difpofed to fear, do 



admit the 



o not eafily 

impreffions of it, when things are b<td fear not 
their being worfe, but hope they will mend ; frighten not thy- 
felf upon every occafion. Let 7iot their hands be Jlack or fai72t ; 
wring not thy hands in defpair, drop not thy hands in defponden- 
cy, disfit not thyfelf for thy work and warfare, by giving Way to 
doubts and fears. Pluck up thv fpirits, and in token of that. 



lift up thy hands, the hands that hung down, Heb. xii. iz, jf 
xxxv. 3. Lift up thy hands in prayer to God, lift up thy hand" 
to help thyfelf. Fear makes the hands Jlack,. but faith and hone 
make them vigorous, and the joy of the land will be our flren^th 
both for doing and fuffering. 0 

Let us now fee what thefe precious promifes i 



. > which are 

here made to the people of God, for the banifhing of their griefs 

and fears, and : the encouraging of their hopes and joys, and 
to us are thefe promifes made as well as to them. 

1. An end fhall be put to all their troubles and diftrefles 
ver. 15. The Lord hath taken away thy judgme7its ; hath removed 
all the calamities thou haft been groaning under, which were the 
punifhments of thy fin ; the noife of war fhall be filenced, the 
reproach of famine done away, and the' captivity brought back 
Though fome grievances remain, they fhall be only afflictions and 
not judgments, for fin fhall be pardoned. He hath caji out thine 
enemy, that has thruft himfelf into thy land, and triumphed over 
thee. He hath fwept out thine ene?ny, fo fome read it, as dirt is 
fwept out of the houfe to the dunghil. When they fweep out 
their fins with the befom of reformation, God will fweep out 
their enemies with the befom of deftruction. If they fhould 
need correction, they fhall fall into the hands of the Lord, whofe 
mercies are great, and fhall not again fall into the hands of man 
whofe tender mercies are cruel. Thou /halt not fee evil any more 
not fuch evil days as thou haft feen. Note, The way to get clear 
of the evil of trouble, is to keep clear from the evil of fin ; and 
to them that do fo trouble has no real evil in it. 

2. God will give them the tokens of his prefence with them • 
though he has long feemed to ftand at a diftance, they having 
provoked him to withdraw, he will make it to appear that he 
is with the7n of a truth. The Lord is in the midjl of thee, O 
Zion, of thee, O yerufale7n, as the fun in the center of the uni- 
verfe, to diffufe his light and influence upon every part. He is in 
the midjl of thee to prefide in all thine affairs, and to take care of 
all thine interefts. And, (r.) He is the King of Ifrael, ver. 15. 
and is in the midft of thee as a king in the midft of his people! 
With an eye to this our Lord Jefus is called the King of Ifrael, 
John i. 49. and he is, and will be in the midft of his church, 
always, even to the end of the world, to receive the homage of 
his fubjefts, and to give out his favours to them, even where but 
two or three are gathered together in his na7ne. (2.) He is the 
Lord thy God, thine in covenant, and he is in the midft of thee 
as thy God, whom thou haft an intereft in, and whofe own thou 
art He has put himfelf into dear relations to thee, laid himfelf 
by promife under obligations to thee, and that thou mayft have 
abundant comfort in both, he is in the mid/l of thee nigh at hand 
to anfwer both. (3.) He that is in the midft of thee as thy God 
and King is mighty, is almighty, is able to do all that for thee 
that thou needeft, and canft defire. (4.) He has engaged his 

power for thy fuccour ; He will fave ; He will be fefus ; will 
anfwer the name, for he will fave his people from their fins. 

1. God will take delight in them, and in doing them good. 
The expreffions of this are very lively and affecting, ver. 17. He 
will rejoice over thee with joy, will not only be well pleafed with 
thee, upon thy repentance and reformation, and take thee into fa- 
vour, but will take a complacency in thee, as the bridegroom 
doth in his bride, or the bride in her ornaments, Ifa. lxii, 3, 5. 
The convcrfton of finners and the confolation of faints, is the joy 
of angels, for it is the joy of God himfelf. The church fhould 
be the joy of the whole earth, (Pfal. xlviii. 2.) for it is the joy of 
the zvhole heaven. He will rejl in his love± will be filent in his 
love ; fo the word is : Will not rebuke thee as I have done, for 
thy fins ; will acquiefce in thee, and in my relation to thee. I 
know not where there is the like expreflion of Chrift's love to 
his church, unlefs in that fong of fongs, Cant. iv. 5. Thou hajl 
ravijhed my heart, my Jifler, my fpoufe, with one of thine eyes. O 
the condefcenfions of divine grace ; the great God not only loves 
his faints, but he loves to love them ; is pleafed that he has pitched 
upon thefe objefls of his love. He will joy over them with fng- 
ing. He that is grieved for the fin of finners, rejoiceth in the 
graces and fervices of the faints, and is ready to exprefs that joy, 
by finging over them. The Lord takeih pleafure in ihe7n that fear 
him, and in them Jefus Chrift will fhortly be glorified and ad- 
mired. 

4. God will comfort Zion's mourners, that fympathize with 
her in her griefs, and will wipe away their tears, ver. 18, / will 
gather them that are forroiuful for the fole772n ajfe7nblies, to zvhom 
the reproach of it was a burthen. See (1.) Who they are whom 
God will rejoice in, and make to rejoice : They are fuch as are 
forrowful. They only muft expe£t to reap in joy, that fow in tears. 
The forrowful now, fhall be for ever joyful. (2.) What is the 
great matter of forrow to Zion's mourners, when Zion is in 
mourning. Many are her calamities, the city is ruined, the pa- 
laces demolifhed ; trade is at an end, and the adminiftration of 
publick juftice; but all thefe are nothing to them, in comparifon 
with the defolatioris o f the fanctuary, the deftruction of the 
temple and the altar ; to attend on which, in folemn feafts, all 
Ifrael ufed to come together three times a year : It is for thofe 
facred fole77in ajfemblies that they are forrowful. (1.) Becaufe 

they are difperfed j there is no temple to come up to, or if there 

were, 
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-were, no people to come up to it ; fo that the folemn feafls and 
fahbaths are forgotten in Zion* Lam. ii. 6. Note, The reftraining 
of publick affemblies for religious worfhip, the fcattering of them 
by their enemies, or the forfaiting of them by their friends ; fo 
that either there are no affemblies or not folemn ones, is a very 
forrowful thing to all good people. If the ways of Zion mourn* the 
ions of Zion mourn too. And hereby they make it to appear, 
that they are indeed of Zion, living members of that body, with 
the grievances of which, they are fo fenfibly affefied. (z.) Be- 
caufe they are defpifed ; the reproach of the fplemn affemblies^ is 
a burthen to them. It had been the lot of the folemn affemblies* 
to lie under a great deal of reproach, Satan and his inltruments 
having a particular fpite at them, as the great fupport of the 
intereft of God's kingdom among men : Black and odious cha- 
racters have been put upon thofe affemblies; and this is a bur- 
then to all thofe that have a cordial concern for the glory of 
God, and the welfare of the fouls of men. They reckon, that 
the reproaches of thofe who reproach the folemn affemblies, fall 
upon them, fall foul upon them. 

5. God will recover the captives out of the hands of their op- 
preffors, and bring home the banilhed that feemed to be expelled, 
ver. 19, 20. (1.) Their enemies fhall be difabled to detain them 
in bondage. At that time I will undo all that afflitt thee* will 
break their power, and blaft their counfels, fo that they fhall be 
forced to furrender the prey they have taken, Conficiam. I 
will take them to task, I will be doing with them fhortly, and 
fo as to make an end of them. Note, Thofe that abufe and op- 
prefs God's people, take the ready way to undo themfelves. 
(2.) They fhall be enabled to affert and recover their liberty, and 
all the difficulties in the way of it, fhall be furmounted. Is 
the church weak, and wounded ? / will fave her that halteth* as 
was promifed, Mic. iv. 7. He will help her, when fhe cannot 
help herfelf; even the lame Jhall tohe the prey* Ifa. xxxiii. 23. Is 
fhe difperfed, and not likely to incorporate for her common be- 
nefit? I will gather her that was driven out. and bring her 

Ggain y at the time that I gather her; one a& of mercy and grace 



fhall ferve, both to collect them out of their difperfions, and con- 
duft them to their own land, When the peoples hearts are pre- 
pared* the work will be done fuddenly ; and who can hi nder it, if 
God undertake to effe£t it ? / will turn back your captivity before 
your eye* faith the Lord* you fhall plainly difcern the hand of God- 
in it, and fay, This is the Lord's doing. 

6. God will by all this put honour upon them, and gain them 
refpe£fc from all about them. Ifrael was at firffc made high above 
all nations in praife and fame* Deut. xxvi. 19. The reproach 
brought upon them was therefore one of the fo reft of their grie- 
vances, nothing cuts deeper to thofe that are in honour, than dis- 
grace doth; and therefore when God returns in mercy to his 
church, it is here promifed, that fhe fhall regain her credit ; all 
the reproach fhall be for ever rolled away as Ifrael's at Gilgal, 
Jojh. v. 9. The church fhall be as honourable, as ever fhe has 
been defpicable. (1.) Even thofe that have reproached her* fhall 
be made to refpecl her. 1 will get them praife and fame in every 
land* where they have been put to Jhame ; that the fame who were 
the witnefles of their difgrace, may fee caufe to change their mind 
concerning them. They that faid, This is Zion, whom no man 
looketh after, fhall fay, this is Zion, whom the great God looks 
after : And fhe that was looked upon to be the off-fcouring of the 
earth* now appears to he the darling of heaven. (2.) Even thofe 
that never knew her* fhall be brought to honour her, ver. 20. 
/ will ?nake you a name and a praife a?nong all people of the earth ; 
fo the Jewifh church was, when the fear of the Jews fell upon 
their neighbours, EJlh. viii. 17. and fome of all nations faid, IVe 
will go with you* for we have heard that God is with you* Zech. 
viii. 23. So the Chriftian church was, when it was made to 
flourifh in the world, for there is that in it, which may juftly re- 
commend it to the value and efteem of all the people of the 
earth: And fo the univerfal church of the firft-born will be in 
the great day ; when the faints fhall be brought together to Chrift, 
that he may be admired and glorified in them, and they admired 
and glorified in him, before angels and men. Then will God's 
Ifrael be made a name and a pratfe to eternity. 
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^the captivity in Babylon gave a very remarkable turn to the affairs of the yewijh churchy both in hiftory 
and prophecy. It is made afignal epocha in our Saviour f s genealogy Matth. i. 17. Nine of the twelve minor 
prophets* nvhofe oracles we have been hitherto confidting, lived and preached before that captivity, and moji 
of them had an eye to it in their prophecies* foretelling it as the jujl punijhment of Jerufalem*s wickednefs. 
But the three lajl (in whom the Spirit of prophecy took its period, until it revived in Chrifts fore-runner) 
lived and preached after the return out of captivity ; not immediately upon it, but fome time after. Haggai 
and Zecha?'iah appeared much about the fame time, eighteen years after the return, when the building of the 
temple^ was both retarded by its enemies* and negle&ed by its friends. Then the prophets, Haggai the 
prophet, and Zechariah the fon of Iddo, prophefied unto the Jews that were in Jerulalem, in the 
name of the God of Ifrael, even unto them, Jo we read Ezra v* .i* to reprove them for their remijfnefs, 
and to e?2Courage them to revive that good work, when it had food fill for fome time* and to go on with it 
vigor oufy, notwithft anding the oppofition they met with in it. Haggai began two months before Zechariah, 
who was raifed up to fecond him, that out of the moufh of two witnejfes the word might be eflablijhed: 
But Zechariah continued longer at the work , for all Haggai s prophecies that are recorded, were delivered 
within four ?nonths* in the fecond year of Darius, between the beginning of the fxth month, and the end of the 
ninth: But we have Zechariah *s prophecies dated above two years after, Zech. vii. 1. fome have the 
honour to lead, others to laft, in the work of God. "The Jews dfcribe to thefe two prophets, the honour of 
being members of the Great Synagogue (as they call it) which was formed after the return out of captivity-, 
we tbi?ik it more certain, a?id it was their honour, and a ?nuch greater honour, that they prophefed of 
Chrif. Haggai fpoke of him as the glory of the latter houfe, and Zechariah as the man the Bra?zch : In 
them the light of that 7norning far Jhone more bright, than in the foregoing prophecies, as they lived nearer 
the titne of the rifing of the Sun of righteoufnefs, and now began to fee his day approaching* 'The LXX 
make Haggai and Zechariah to be the penmen of pfahn cxxxviii. and of pfalm cxlvi, cxlvii, and cxlviii. 



CHAP. 



I. 
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In this chapter* after the preamble of the prophecy >, we have* (i.) A 
reproof of the people of the Jews for their dilatorinefs and floth- 
fulnefs in building the temple, which had provoked God to con- 
tend with them* by the judgment of famine and fcarcity ; with 
an exhortation to them* to refiane that good work* arid to profe- 
cute it in good earnefl* ver. 1 — 11. (2.) The good fuccefs of 
this fermon* appearing in the peoples return and clofe applica- 
tion to that work, wherein the prophet in God's name* animated 
and encouraged them* ajfuring them that God was with them* 

ver, 12 — 15* 



I. 




N the fecond year of Darius the 



king, in the 



fixth month, in the firft day of the month, came 
the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto 
Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel governor of Judah, and 
to Jofliua the fon of Jofedech the high prieft, faying, 
2. ' Thus fpeaketh the LORD of hofts, faying, This 

The time is not come, the time that 



people fay, 
the LORD'S 



time 
Then came 



the 



time xs not come, 
houfe fhould be built. 3 
word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, 
faying, 4. Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in 
your cieled houfes, and this houfe lie wafte ? 5. Now 

therefore thus faith the LORD of hofts, Con- 

fider 
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fider your ways. 6. Ye have fown much, and bring 
in little : ye eat, but ye have not enough ; ye drink, 
but ye are not filled with drink : ye clothe you, 
but there is none warm : and he that earneth wages, 
earrieth wages to put it into a bag with holes. 
7. % Thus faith the LORD of hofts, Confider 
your ways. 8. Go up to the mountain, and bring 
wood, and build the houfe 5 and I will take plea- 
sure in it, and I will be glorified, faith the 
LORD. 9. Ye looked for much, and lo it came 
to little : and when ye brought it home, I did blow 
upon it : why ? faith the LORD of hofts, becaufe 
of mine houfe that is wafte, and ye run every man 
unto his own houfe. 10. Therefore the heaven over 
you is flayed from dew, and the earth is flayed 
from her fruit. 11. And I called for a drought upon 
the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the 
corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, 
and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and 
upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour 
of the hands. 



is bad to 
vouch providence for 



It .was the complaint of the Jews in Babylon, that they faw 
not their ftgns, and there was no more any prophet, Pfal. Ixxiv. 9. 
which was a juft judgment upon them, for mocking and mifufing 
the prophets : We read of no prophets they had in their return, 

~~ xii. 13. God 

themfelves in 



Hof. 



that efcape, Ezra i. 5. for though God makes ufe of prophets, 
he needs them not, he can do his work without them. But the 
Jamp of Old Teftament prophecy fhall yet make fome bright and 
glorious efforts before it expire, and Haggai is the firft that ap- 
pears under the character of a fpiritual meffenger from heaven, 
when the word of the Lord had been long precious (as when pro- 
phecy began, 1 Sam. iii. 1.) and there had been no open vifion. 
In the reign of Darius Hyftafpis, the third of the Perfian kings, 
in the fecond year of his reign, this prophet was fent ; and the 
word of the Lord came to him, and came by him, to the leading 
men among the Jews; who are here named, ver. 1. The chief 
governor, (1.) In the Jlate; that was Zerubbabel the fon of She- 
altiel, of the houfe of David, who was commander in chief of 
the Jews, in their return out of captivity. (2.) In the church ; 
and that was Jojhua the fon of Jofedech, who was now high-priejl. 
They were great men, and good men, and yet were to be ftirred 
up to their duty, when they grew remifs. What the people alfo 
were faulty in they muft be told of, that they might ufe their 
power and intercft for the mending of it. The prophets were 
extraordinary meffengers, did not go about to fet afide the or- 
dinary inftitutions of magiftracy and miniftry, but endeavoured 
to render both more effectual, for the ends to which they were 
appointed, for both oiight to be fupported. Now obferve, 

x. What the fin of the Jews was at this time, ver. 2. AsToon 
as they came up out of captivity, they fet up an altar for facri- 
fice, and within a year after laid the foundations of a temple, 
Ezra iii. 10. they then feemed very forward in it, and it was 
likely enough that the work would be done fuddenly ; but being 
ferved with a prohibition," fome time after from the Perfian court, 
and charged not to go-on : with it, they not only yielded to 
the force, when they were actually under it, which might be 
excufed, but afterwards, when the violence of the oppofltion was 
abated, they continued very indifferent to it, had no fpirit or 
courage to fet .about it again, but feemed glad they had a pretence 
to let it ftand ftill. Though they who are employed for God 
may be driven off from their work by a ftorm, yet they muft 
return to it, as foon as the ftorm is over: Thefe here did not fo, 
but continued loitering, until they were afrefti minded of their 
duty. And that which they fuggefted one to another, was, 
The time is not come, the time that the Lord's houfe Jhould be built, 
i. e. (1.) Our time is not come for the doing of it, becaufe we 
have not yet got up our backs after our captivity, our loffes are 
not repaired, nor have we yet got before hand in the world 5 it is 
too great an undertaking for new beginners in the world, as we 
are, Jet us firft get our own houfes up, before we talk of. build- 
ing churches; and in the mean time let a bare altar ferve us, as 
it did our father Abraham. They did not fay, they would not 
build a temple at all, but not yet ; it is all in good time. Note, 
Many a good work is put by, by being put off, as Felix put off 
the profecution of his convictions to a more convenient feafon. 
They do not fay they will never repent, and reform, and be re- 
ligious, but not yet : And fo the great bufinefs we were fent into 
the world to do, is not done, under pretence it is all in good 
time to go about it. (2.) God's time is not come for the doing 
of it ; for (fay they) the reftraint laid upon us by authority in a 
legal way, is not broken off, and therefore we ought not to pro- 
ceed, though there be a prefent connivance of authority. Note, 
There is an aptnefs in us to miflnterpret providential difcourage- 
ments in our duty, as if they amounted to a difcharge from our 

duty, when they are only intended for the trial and exercife of 
No. Ixxvii. 



neglect our duty, but 
the - patronizing of our 



our courage and faith. It 
it is worfe to 
neglects. 

2. What the judgments of God were, by which they were 
punilhed for this neglect, ver. 6, 9, 10, ir. They negkaed the 
building of God's houfe, and put that off, that they might have 
time and money for their fecular affairs. They defired to 
be excufed from fuch an expenfive piece of work, under this 
pretence, that they muft provide for their families ; their children 
muft have meat and portions too, and until they have got before- 
hand in the world, they cannot think of rebuilding the temple. 
Now, that the punifliment might anfwer the fin, God by his 
providence kept them ftill behind-hand: And that poverty which 
they thought to prevent by not building the temple, God brought 
upon them for not building it. They were fenfible of the fmart 
of the judgments, and every one complained of the unfeafonable 
weather, and the great loffes they fuftained in their corn and 
cattle, and the decay of trade ; but they were not fenfible of the 
caufe of the judgment, and the ground of God's controverfy 
with them ; they did not, or would not fee and own, that it was 
for their putting off the building of the temple, that they lay 
under thefe ^ manifeft tokens of God's difpieafu re ; and therefore 
God here gives them notice, that this was it for which he con- 
tended with them. Note, We need the help of God's prophets 
and minifters, to expound to us, not only the judgments of God's 
mouth, but the judgments of his hands, that we may underftand 
his mind and meaning, in his rod as well as his word ; to dif- 
cover to us, not only wherein we have offended God, but wherein 
God (hews himfelf offended at us. Let us obferve, (r.) How God 
contended with them. He did not fend them into' captivity again, 
nor bring a foreign enemy upon them, as they deferved, but 
took the correcting of them into his own hands, for his mercies 
are great. (1.) He that giveth feed to the fewer, denied his blef- 
fing upon the feed fown, and then it never profpered, they had 
nothing, or next nothing from it. They fowed much, ver. 6. kept 
a deal of ground in tillage, which they might expect, would turn 
to a better advantage than ufual, becaufe their land had long lain 
fallow, and had enjoyed its fabbaths. Having fowed much, they 
looked for much from it, enough to fpend, and enough to fpare too, 
but were difappointed ; they bring in little, very little, ver. 6. 
however, when they have made the utmoft of it, it comes to little? 
ver. 9. it did not yield as they expected, Ifa. v. 10. The feed of 
an homer, Jhall yield an ephah, a bufliel's fowing fhall yield a peck. 
Note, Our expectations from the creature are oftentimes moft 
fruftrated, 



for much, 
God only, 
they came 
Jlaid from 
fhut them 



look 

from, 
how 



when they are moft raifed ; and then, when we 
it comes to little, that our expectation may be 
in whom it will be out-done* We are here told, 
to be difappointed, ver. 10. The heaven over you is 
dew ; he that has the key of the clouds in his hands, 
up, and with-held the rain when the ground called for 
it ; the former or the latter rain, and then of courfe the earth 
is Jlaid from her fruit ; for if the heaven be as brafs, the fea is 
as iron. The corn perhaps came up very well, and promifed a 
very plentiful crop, but for want of the dews at earing-time, it 
never filled, but was parched with the heat of the fun, and wi- 
thered away. The reftored captives that had long been kept bare 
in Babylon, thought they fhould never want, when th.ey had got 
their own land in pofiefiion again, and had that at command : 
ut what the better are they for it, unlefs they had the clouds at 
command too ? God'- will make us fenfible of our neceffary and 
conftant dependence upon him, throughout all the links in the 
chain of fecond caufes, from firft to laft ; fo that we can at no 
time fay, Now we have no farther occafion for God and his 
providence. " See Hof. ii. 21. But God not only with-held the 
cooling rains, but he appointed the fcorching heats, ver. 11. / 
called for a drought upon the land, ordered the weather to be ex- 
tremely hot, and then the fruits of the earth were burnt up. See 
how every creature is that to us, that God makes it to be, ei- 
ther comfortable or afflictive, ferving us or incommoding us : no- 
thing among the inferior creatures is fo neceffary and beneficial to 
the world as the heat of the fun, that is it that puts life into the 
plants, and renews the face of the earth at fpring : And yet, if that 
go into an extreme, it undoes all again. Our Creator is our beft 
friend, but if we make him our enemy, we make the beft friends 
we have among the creatures our enemies too. This drought God 
calls for, and it came at the call ; as the winds and the waves, fo 
the rays of the fun obey him. It was univerfal, and the ill ef- 
fects of it general; it was a drought upon the mountains, which 
lying high, were firft affected with it ; the mountains were their 
pajlure-grounds, and ufed to be covered over with flocks, but now 
there is no grals for them : It was upon the corn, the new wine % 
and the oil, all failed through the extremity of the hot weather, 
even all that the ground brought forth, it was all withered: Nay, 
it had an ill influence upon men ; the hot weather enfeebled fame, 
and made them weary and fainty, and fpent their fpirits ; it en- 
flamed others, and put them into fevers. It ftiould feem it brought 
difeafes upon cattle too. In fhort, it fpoiled all the labour of their 
hands which they hoped to eat of, and maintain their families 
by. Note, Meat for the belly is meat that perijheth, and if we 
labour for that only, we are in danger of lofing our labour ; but 
are fure our labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord 7 if we labour 
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God can 
can blow 



for the meat which endures to eternal life: For the hand of the dili- 
gent, in the bufinefs of religion, will infallibly make rich, whereas 
in the bufinefs of this life, the moft follicitous, and the moft in- 
dubious, often loofe the labour of their hands. The race is not 
to the Jwift, ?2or the battle to the Jlrong. (2.) He that giveth bread 
to the eater, denied his bleffing upon the bread they eat, and then 
that did not nourifh them. The caufe of the withering and fail- 
ing of the corn in the field was vifible, it was for want of rain ; 
but befides that, ' there was a fecret blaft and curfe attending 
that which they brought home, (i.) When they had it in the 
barn, they were not fure of it : 1 will blow upon it faith the Lord 
of hojls, ver. 9. and that withered it, as buds are fometimes 
blafted in the fpring by a nipping frofl, which we fee the effecls 
of, but know not the way of I did blow it away, fo the mar- 
gin reads it. When men have heaped wealth together, 
fcatter it with the breath of his mouth, as eafily as we 
away a feather. Note, We can never be fure of any thing in 
this world, it is expofed not only when it is in the field, but 
when it is houfed ; for there moth and rujl corrupt, Matt. vi. 19. 
And if we would have the comfort and continuance of our tem- 
poral enjoyments, we muft make God our friend, for if he blefs 
them to us, they are bleflings indeed ; but if he blow upon 
them, we can expect no good from them, they make tbe?n- 
felves zvings and fly away. (2.) When thy had it upon the board, 
it was not that to them that they expected. Ye eat, but ye 
have not enough, either becaufe the meat is wafhy and not fatis- 
fying, or becaufe the ftomach is greedy and not fatisfied ; you eat, 
but you have no good digeftion, and fo are not nourifhed by it, 
nor doth it anfvver the end, or you have not enough, becaufe you 
are not content, nor think it enough. Ye drink, but are not 
cooled and refrefhed by it, you are not filled with drink ; you are 
flinted and have not enough to quench your thirft. The new 
wine is cutoff from your mouths, Joel i. 5. nay, and you drink your 
water too by meafure, and with ajlonijhment ; you have no com- 
fort of it, becaufe you have no plenty of it, but are ftill in fear 
of falling fliort. (3.) That which they had upon their backs did 
them no good there ; ye clothe you, but there is none war m, your 
clothes foon wear out, and wax old, and grow thin, becaufe 
God blows upon them, contrary to what Ifrael's did in the wil- 
dernefs, when God bleffed them. It is God that makes our gar- 
ments warm upon us, when he quieteth the earth, Job xxxvii. 17. 
(4.) That which they had in their bags, which was not laid 
out, but laid up, yet they were not fure of it ; he that earns 
zvages by hard labour, and has it paid him in ready current mo- 
ney, yet puts it into a bag zvith holes, it drops through and waftes 
away ' infenfibly. Every thing is fo fcarce and dear, that they 
fpend their money as faft as they get it. Thofe that lay up 
their treafure on earth, put it into a bag zvith holes, they lofe it as 
they go along, and they that come after them pick it up ; But if 
We lay up our treafure in heaven, we provide for our felves bags 
that wax not old, Luke xvii. 33. 

(2.) Obferve wherefore God thus contended with them, and 
ilopped the current of thofe favours promifed them at their return, 
(Joel ii. 24.) they provoked him to do it ; // is becaufe of my 
houfe that is wafle. That is the quarrel God has with them ; 
the foundation of the temple is laid, but the building doth not 
go on. Every man runs to his own houfe to finifh that, and 
to make that convenient and fine, and no care is taken about 
the Lord's houfe, and therefore it is that God croJTeth you thus 
in all your affairs, to teftify his difpleafure againft you for that 
neglecl, and to bring you to a fenfe of your fin and folly. Note, 
As thofe that feek firft the kingdom of God and the righteoufnefs 
thereof, fhall not only find them, but are moft likely to have 
other things added to them, fo they who negle£l and poftpone thofe 
things, will not only lofe them, but will juftly have other things 
taken away from them. And if God crofs us in our temporal 
affairs, and we meet with trouble and difappointment, we fhall 
find this is the caufe of it ; the work we have to do for God 
and our own fouls is left undone, and we feek our ozvn things 
more than the things of Jefus Chrift, Phil. ii. 21. 

The reproof which the prophet gives them for their neglect 
of "the temple- work, ver. 4. Is it time . for you, O ye, to dwell in 
your cieled houfes, to have them beautified and adorned, and your 
families fettled in them ? They were not content with walls and 
roofs for neceffity, but they muft have for gaiety and fancy ; it is 
high time, faith one, that my houfe was wainfeotted, and high 
time, faith another, that mine were painted ; and God's houfe all 
this time lies wajle, and nothing is done at it. What, faith the 
prophet, Is it time you fhould have your humour pleafed, and 
not time you fhould have your God pleafed ? How was their 
difpofition the reverfe of David's, who could not be eafy in his 
houfe of cedar, while the ark of God was in curtains, 2 Sam. vii. 2. 
and of Solomon, who built the temple of God before he built a 
palace for himfelf. Note, Thofe are very much ftrangers to 
their own intereft that prefer the conveniences and ornaments 
of the temporal life before the abfolute neceflities of the^ fpiritual 
life, that are full of care to enrich their own houfes, while God's 
temple in their hearts lieswajle, and nothing is done for it or in it. 

4. The good counfel which the prophet gives to them who 
thus defpifcd God 3 and whom God was therefore juftly difpleaf- 

ed with. t 



0 



1. He would have them. reflecJ. Now therefore confider your 
ways, ver. 5. and again, ver. 7. Be fenfible of the hand of 
God gone out againft you, and enquire into the reafon ; think 
what you have done that has provoked God thus to break in 
upon your comforts ; and think what you will do to teftify your 
repentance, that God may return in mercy to you. Note, It 
is the great concern of every one of us, to confider our ways j 
to fet our hearts to our zvays, fo the word is, to think on my ways,. 
Pfal. cxix. 59. to fearch and try them, Lam. iii. 40. to ponder 
the path of our. feet, Prov. iv. 26. to apply our minds with all 
ferioufnefs, to the great and neceflary duty of felf-exam [nation, 
and communing with our own hearts concerning our fpiritual 
ftate, our fins that are paft, and our duty for the future, for 
fin is what we muft anfvver for, duty is what we muft do, 
about thefe therefore we muft be inquifitive, rather than about 
events, which we muft leave to God. Many are quick lighted 
to pry into other peoples ways, that are very carelefs of their, 
own ; whereas our concern is to prove every one his own zuork^ 
Gal. vi. 4. 

2. He would have them reform, ver. 8. Go up to the moun- 
tain, to Lebanon, and bring zvood, and other materials that are 
wanting, and build the houfe with all fpeed, put it off" no longer, 
but fet to it in good earneft. Note, Our confidering of our 
ways muft nTue in the amending of what ever we find amifs in 
them. If any duty has been long neglected, that is not a reafon 
why it fhould ftill be fo, but why now at length it fhouid be 
revived ; better late than never. And for their encouragement to 
apply themfelves in good earneft to this work, he afTures them, 
(1.) That they ftiould be accepted of him in it. Build the houfe , 
and I will take pleafure in it ; and that was 
enough to apply themfelves to it with alacrity 
and to go thorough with it what ever it coft them, 
ever God will take pleafure in when it is done, we ought to 
take pleafure in the doing of, and to reckon that inducement 
enough to fet about it, and go on with it in good earneft ; for 
what greater fatisfaction can we have in our owu bofoms, than in 
contributing any thing towards that which God will take plea- 
fure in ? It ought to have been the top of our ambition to be 
accepted of the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 9. Tho* they had fcoliflily 
neglected the houfe of God, yet, if at length they will refume the 
care of it, God will not remember againft them their former ne- 
glects, but will take pleafure in the work of their hands. Thofe 
that have long deferred their return to God, if at length they 
return with all their heart, muft not defpair of his favour* 
(2.) That he would be honoured by them in it. / will be glo- 
rified faith the Lord. He will be ferved and worfhipped in the 
temple, when it is built, and fandhfied in them that come nigh 
to him. It is worth while to beftow all pojffible care, and pains, 
and coft, upon that, by which God may be glorified. 



encouragement 
and refolution, 

Note, What- 



12. % Then Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel, and 
Joftiua the fon Jofedech the high prieft, with all the 
remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the 
LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the 
prophet, (as the LORD their God had fent him) 
and the people did fear before the LORD. 
13. Then fpake Haggai the LORDs meffenger in 
the LORDs meflage unto the people* faying, I am 
with you, faith the LORD. 14. And the LORD 
ftirred up the fpirk of Zerubbabel the fon of Sheal- 
tiel governor of Judah, and the fpirit of Jofhua the 
fon of Jofedech the high prieft, and the fpirit of all 
the remnant pf the people, and they came and did 
work in the houfe of the LORD of hofts their 
God: 15. In the four and twentieth day of the fixth 
month, in the fecond year of Darius the king. 

As an ear-ring of gold (faith Solomon) and an ornament of fine 
gold, fo amiable, fo acceptable in the fight of God and man, is 
a wife reprover upon an obedient ear, Prov. xxv. 12. The pro- 
phet here was a wife but faithful reprover in God's name, and 
he met with an obedient ear. The foregoing fermon met with 
the defired fuccefs among the people, and that met with due en- 
couragement from God. Obferve, 

1 • How the people returned to God in a way of duty* All 
thofe to whom that fermon was preached, received the word in 
the love of it, and were wrought upon by it. Zerubbabel the 
chief governor, did not think himfelf above the check and com- 
mand of God's word, he was a man that had been eminently 
ufeful in his day, and ferviceable to the intereft of the church* 
yet did not plead his former merits in anfwer to this reproof for 
his prefent remiffnefs, but fubmitted to it. Joftiua's bufinefs as 
high prieft was to teach, and yet he was willing himfelf to be 
taught^ and willingly received admonition and inftru£tion. The 
remnant of the people (and the whole body of them was but a 
remnant, a very few of the many thotifands of Ifrael) they alfo 
were very pliable, they all obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, 

and bowed their neck to the yoke of his commands* and it is 

here 
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here recorded to their honour, ver. iz. Their father faid,. Sonsj 
go work to day in my vineyard, in my temple, and they not only 
fay we go, fir, but they went immediately. 

(r.) They looked upon the prophet to be the Lord's meffe?iger, 
and the word he delivered to be the Lord's tnejfage to them ; 
and therefore received it, not as the word of man, but as the word 
^Almighty God.; they obeyed his words, as the Lord their God 
had fent him, ver. i 2. Note, In attending to God's minifters 
we rauft have an eye to him that fent them, and receive them 
for his fake, while they a£l according to their commiffion. 

(2.) They did fear before the Lord. Prophecy was a new 
thing with them, they had had no fpecial meffenger from heaven 
of a great while, and therefore now they had one, and but one, 
they paid an extraordinary regard to him, whereas their fathers, 
that had many prophets, mocked and mifufed them. It is fqme 
titties fo, when good preaching is moft fcarce, it does moft good, 
whereas the manna that is rained in plenty is loathed as light 
bread. And becaufe they fo readily received this prophet, with- 
in a month or two after, God raifed them up another, Zech. i. 1. 
They feared before the Lord, i. e. they had a great regard to the 
divine authority, and a great dread of the divine wrath, and 
were of thofe that trembled at God's word. The judgments of 
God they had been under, tho' very fevere, had not prevailed to 
make them fear before the Lord, until the word of God was fent 
to expound his providences, and then they feared-, then when they 
faw their own fin the caufe of thofe judgments, then they feared. 
Note, A holy fear of God will have a great influence upon our 
obedience to him. Serve the Lord with fear, if we fear him not 

we fhall not ferve hi?n* 

(3.) The Lord Jlirred up their fpir its, ver. 14. (1.) tit excited 
them to their duty, and put it into their hearts to go about it. 
Note, Then the word of God has its fuccefs, when God by his 
grace Jlirs up our fpirits to comply with it; and without that 
grace we fhould remain ftupid, and utterly averfe to every thing 
that is good. It is in the day of a divine power that we are 
made willing. (2.) He encouraged them in their duty, and with 
thofe encouragements enlarged their hearts, Pfal. cx'ix. 3 2. When 
they heard the word they' feared, but left they fhould fink un- 
der the weight of that fear, God Jlirred them up, and made them 
chearful and bold to encounter the difficulties they might meet 
with. Note, When God has work to do, he will either find or 
make men fit to do it, and flir them up to it. 

(4.) They applied themfelves to their work with all poffible 
vigour, They came and did work in the houfe of the Lord of ho/Is 
their God; every one according as . his capacity or ability was, 
lent a hand fome way or other to further that good work, and 
this they did with an eye to God as the Lord of ho/Is, and as 
their God, the God oflfrael. The confutation of God's fove- 
reign dominion in the world by his providence, and his covenant 
relation to his people by his grace, fhould ftir up our fpirits to 
act for him, and for the advancement of the intereft of his king- 
dom among men, to the utmoft of our power. 
' (5.) They did this fpeedily; it was but on the fir ft day of 
the ilxth month, that Haggai preached them this fermon,' and 
by the twenty-fourth of the fame month, little more than three 
weeks after, they were all bufy working in the houfe of the 
Lord their God, ver. 15. To fhew that they were afhamed of 
their delays hitherto, now they were convinced and called, they 
were refolved to delay no longer, but ftrike while the iron was 
hot ; and fet about the work while they were under convictions. 
Note, Thofe that have lojl time, have need to redeem time, and 
the longer we have loitered in that which is good, when we are 
convinced of our folly, the more hafte we fhould make. 

2. How God met them in a way of mercy. The fame prophet 
that brought them the reproof, brought them a very comfort- 
ing, encouraging word, ver. 13. Then fpake Haggai the Lord's 
meffenger in the Lord's 7neffage, in his name, and as from him, 
faying-* I am with you, faith the Lord. That is all he has to fay, 
and that is enough, as that word of Chrift to his difciples is, 
Mat." xxviii. 20. Lo I am zvith you ahuay even to the end of the 
zuorld. I am with you, i. e. I will forgive your negledts hither- 
to, and they fhall not be remembred againft you, I will remove 
the judgments you have been under for thofe negle£is, and will 
appear for you, as I have in them appeared again/? you. I am 
with you, to protect you againft your enemies that bear ill will to 
your work, and to profper you, and to give you fuccefs in it; 
with you, to ftrengthen your hands, and blefs the work of them, 
without which bleffing they labour in vain that build. Note, 
Thofe that work for God, have God with them ; and if he be 
for us, who can be againft us ? If he be with us, what difficulty 
can ftand before us i 




CHAP. II. 



this chapter we have three fermons preached by the prophet Hag- 
gai, for the encouragement of thofe that are forward to build the 
tetnple. In the firjl, he affures the builders that the glory of 
this houfe they were now building Jhoidd, in fpiritual refpecls, 
tho' not in outward, exceed that of Solomon's temple, in zvhich 
he has an eye to the coming of Chrifl, ver. 1 — 9. In the fecond^ 
he affures them, that tho' their fin in delaying to build the temple 
had retarded the profperous progrefs of all their other affairs, yet 
now they had fet about it in good earnejl, he would blefs them 
and give them fuccefs, ver. 10 — 19. In the third, He affures 
Zerubbabel, that as a reward of his pious zeal and acliviiy here- 
in, he Jhould be a favourite of heaven, and one of the anceflors 
of Mejfiah the prince, whofe kingdom fhould be fet up on the ?'uins 
of all oppoftng pozvers, ver. 20 — 23. 



w 

1. T N the feventh month, in the one and twentieth 
X day of the month, came the word of the LORD 



by the prophet Haggai, faying, 2. Speak now to 
Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel governor of Judah, 
and to Jofhua the fon. of Jofedech the high prieft, 
and to the refidue of the people, faying, 3. Who 
is left among you that faw this houfe in her firft 
glory? and how do ye fee it now? is it not in your 
eyes in comparifon of it, as nothing? 4. Yet now 
be ftrong, O Zerubbabel, faith the LORD, and be 
ftrong, O Jofhua fon of Jofedech the 
and be ftrong, all ye people of the land, "faith the 
LORD, and work : for I am with votu faith the 



high 



prieft, 



LORD of hofts ; 
covenanted with 
fo 



that I 



you, 

5. According to the word 
you when ye came out of Egypt, 
my fpirit remaineth among you : fear ye nor. 
6. For thus faith the LORD of hofts, Yet once, 
it is a little while, and I will fhake the heavens, 
and the earth, and the fea, and the dry land : 
And I will fhake all nations, and the defire of 



7- 

all nations fhall 



come, 
faith the LORD 



and I will fill this houfe 



of hofts. 8. The 



and the gold is mine, faith the 



with glory, 
fil ver is mine, 

LORD of hofts. 9. The glory of this latter houfe 
fhall be greater than of the former, faith the LORD 
of hofts : and in this place will I give peace, faith the 
LORD of hofts. 



Here is, 1. The date of this ' meflage, ver. r. It was fent on 
the twenty-firft day of the feventh month, when the builders 
had been about a month at work (fince the twenty-fourth day 
of the fixth r month) and had got it in fome forwardnefs. Note, 
Thofe that are hearty in the. fervice of God, fhall receive frefh 
encouragements from him to proceed in it, as their cafe calls for 
them. Set the wheels a going, and God will oil them. 

z. The direction of this meflage, ver. 2. The encourage- 
ments here are fent to the fame perfons, to whom the reproofs 
in the foregoing chapter are directed ; for they that are wounded 
by the convictions of the word, fhall be healed and bound up 
by its confolations. Speak to Zerubbabel and Jofhua; and the 
refidue of the people, the very fame that obeyed the voice of the 
Lord, chap. i. 12. and whofe fpirits God ftirred up to do fo, 
chap. i. 14. to them are fent thefe words of comfort. 

3. The mefTage itfelf. In which obferve, 

1. The diTcouragements which they laboured under that were 
employed in this work, that which was fuch a damp upon them, 
and an allay to their joy when the foundation of the temple was 
laid, was ftill a clog upon them, that they could not build fuch 
a temple now as Solomon built, not fo large, fo flately, fo fumptu- 
ous a one as that was. This fetched tears from the eyes of many, 
when the dimenfions of it were firft laid, Ezra iii. 1 2. and ftill 
it made the work go on heavily, that the glory of this houfe in 
comparifon with that of the former, was as nothing, ver. 3. It 
was now about feventy years fince Solomon's temple was de- 
ftrpyed, (for that was in the nineteenth year of the captivity, 
and this about the nineteenth after the captivity) fo that there 
might be fome yet alive that could remember to have feen it, 
and ftill they would be upbraiding themfelves and their brethren, 
with the great difparity between this houfe and that ; one could 
remember the gold with which it was overlaid ; another, the 
precious ftones with which it was garnifhed : one could defcribe 
the magnificence of the porch, another of the pillars, and where 

are thele now? This weakened the hands of the builders \ for 

tho* 




Chap. II. 



HAG 




A 




Chap. II. 



if we do m fincerity 
d heart will fcarce 



tho* our gracious God is pleafed with us, 
as well as we can in his fervice, yet our p 
Jet us be pleafed with ourfelves, unlefs we do as well as others, 
•whofe abilities far exceed ours. And it is fometimes the fault of 
old people, to difcourage the fervices of the.prefent age, by cry- 
ing up too much the performances and attainments of the former 
age ; with which others fhoukl be provoked to emulation, but 
not expofed to contempt. Say not thou that the former days were 
letter than thefe, Eccl. vii. 10. but thank God that there is any 
good in thefe, as bad as they are. 

2. The encouragement that is given them to go on in the 
work notwithstanding, ver. 4. let now, tho' this houfe is likely 
to be much inferior to the former, yet be Jirong, O Zerubbabel, 
and be Jlrong, O Jojhua, let not thefe leading men give way to 
this fuggeftion, or be diflieartened by it, but do as well as they 
can, when they cannot do fo well as they would ; and let all 
the people of the land be Jlrong too, and work ; and if the leaders 
have but a good heart on it, it is hoped the followers will have 
the better heart. Note, Thofe that work for God ought to exert 
themfelves with vigour, and then to encourage themfelves with 
hope that it will end well. 

3. The grounds of thefe encouragements; God himfelf faith 
to them, Fear ye not, ver. 5. and gives good reafon for it. 

'I. They have God with them, his Spirit and his fpecial 
fence. Be Jlrong, for I am zvitb you, faith the Lord of hojts? ver. 4. 
This he had faid before, chap. i. 13. / am with you. But we 
need to have thofe afTurances repeated, that we may have Jlrong 
conflation. The prefence of God with us, as the Lord of hojls, 
is enough to filence all our fears, and to help us over all the dif- 
couragements we may meet with in the way of our duty. The 
Jews had ho/Is againfl them, but they had the Lord of hofts with 
them to take their part, and plead their caufe. He is with them, 
for (1.) He adheres to his promife; his covenant is inviolable; 
and lie will be always theirs, and will appear and aft for them, 
according to the word that he covenanted zvith them when they came 

the 



pre- 



out of Egypt. 
yet he will 



Tho 7 he chajlen their tranfgrejfions with the rod, 
not make his faithfulnefs to fail. (2.) He dwells 
among them by his Spirit, the Spirit of prophecy ; when he firft 
formed them into a people, he gave his good Spirit to injlrucl them, 
Neh. ix. 20. and ftill the fpirit, tho' often grieved and provoked 
to withdraw, remained among them. It was the Spirit of God 
that ftirred up their fpirits to come out of Babylon, Ezra i. 5. 
and now to build the temple, Hag. i. 14. Note, We have rea- 
fon to be encouraged, as long as we have the Spirit of God re- 
maining^ among us to work upon us, for fo long we have God with 

us to work for us. 

2. They fhall have the Meffiah among them fhortly, he that 
Jhozdcl corns. To him bare all the prophets witnefs, and this 
prophet particularly here, ver. 6, 7. Here is an intimation of 
the time of his coming, that it would not be long ere he came; 
yet once, it is a little while, and he fhall come. The Old Tefta- 
nient church has but one ftage more (if we may fo fay) to tra- 
vel, five ftages were now part, from Adam to Noah, thence to 
Abraham, thence to Mofes, thence to Solomon's temple, thence 
to the captivity, and now yet one ftage more, its fixth day's jour- 
ney, and then comes the fabbatifm of the Meffiah's kingdom. 
Let the Son of man when he comes find faith on the earth, and 
let the children of promife continue ftill looking for him, for 
now it is but a little while and he will come; hold out faith and 
patience yet a while, for he that Jhall come, will come, and will not 
tarry. And as he then faid of his firft appearance, fo now of 
Jo is fecond, Surely I come quickly. 

Now concerning his coming it is here foretold, 
(1.) That it fhall be i?iiroduced by a general Jhaking, ver. 6. / 
will Jhake the heavens and the earth, and the fea, and the dry 
land. This is applied to the fetting up of Chrift's kingdom in 
the world, to make way for which, he will judge among the 
heathen, Pfal. ex. 6. God will once again do for his church, as 
he did when he brought them out of Egypt, then he fhook the 
heavens and earth at mount Sinai _ 

nings, and earthquakes, fhook the fea and the dry land, 
lanes were ma'de through the fea, and ft reams fetched out of the 
rock : this fhall be done again, when at the fufferings of Chrift 
the fun fhall be darkened, the earth fhake, the rocks rend ; 
when at the birth of Chrift Herod and all Jerufalem are 
troubled, Mat. ii. 3. and he is fet for the fall and rifing again 
of many. When his kingdom was fet up, it was with a fhock 
to the nations, the oracles were filenced, idols were deftroyed, 
and the powers of the kingdoms were moved and removed, Heb. 
xii. 27. It fpcaks the re?noving of the things that are Jhaken. 
Note, The fhaking of the nations is often in order to the fet- 
tling of the church, and the eftablifhing of the things that can- 
not be Jloaken. 

(2.) That it fhall iffue in a general fatisfaclion. He (hall 
come, as the defire of all nations, deflrable to all nations, for in 
him fhall all the families of the earth be blefled, with the beft 
of bleffings, that had been long expected and defired by the good 
people in all nations, that had any intelligence from the Old 
Teftament predictions concerning him. Balaam in the land of 
Moab, had fpoken of a ftar that mould arife out of Jacob,- and 

Job in the land of Uz, of his living Redeemer ; the concourfe of 



with the thunder and light- 
when 



devout ?nen from all parts at Jerufalem, Acls ii. 5. was in expecta- 
tion of the fetting up of the Mefliah's kingdom about that time. 
All the nations that are brought into Chrift, and difcipled in his 
name, have called him, and will call him* all their falvation and 
all their defire. This glorious • title of Chrift, feems to refer to 
Jacob's prophecy, Gen. xlix. 10. that to him Jhall the gathering 
of the people be. 

3. The houfe they were now building, fhall be filled with 
glory to that degree, as that its glory fhall exceed that of 
Solomon's temple. The enemies of the Jews followed them, 
with reproach, and caft contempt upon the houfe they were 
building ; but they might very well endure that, when God under- 
took to fill it zvith glory. It is God's prerogative to fill zvitb 
glory, the glory that comes from him is fatisfying, and not vain, 
glory. Mofes's tabernacle and Solomon's temple were filled 
with glory, when God in a cloud took pofTeffion of them ; but 
this houfe fhall be filled with glory of another nature. 

1. Let them not be concerned that this houfe had not fo 
much filver and gold about it, as Solomon's temple had, ver. 8. 
God needs not the Jilver and gold to adorn his temple, for (faith 
he) The fiver is mine, and the gold mine ; all the filver and gold 
in the world is his ; all that is hid in the bowels of the earth, 
for the earth is the Lord 9 s, and the fulnefs thereof All that is laid 
up in the exchequers, banks, and treai'ures of the children of 
men, and all that circulates for the maintaining of trade and 
commerce; it is all theLord y s. Every penny bears his image as 
well as Czefar's : and therefore, when gold and fiver are dedicat- 
ed to his honour, and employed in his fervice, no addition is 
made to him, for it was his before ; when David and his princes 
offered vaft fums for the fervice of the houfe of God, they ac- 
knowledge, it is all thine own, and of thine own, Lord, have we 
given thee, 1 Chron. xxix. 14, 1 6. Therefore God needs not 
facrifice > for every bead of theforejl is his, Pfal. 1. 10. Note, If 
we have filver and gold, we muft ferve and honour God with it, 
for it is all his own, we have but the ufe of it, the property re- 
mains in him ; but if we have not filver and gold to honour God 
with, we muft honour him with fuch as we have, and he will 
accept us, for he needs it not ; all" the, filver and gold in the 
world is his already. The earth is full of his riches, fo is the great 
and wide fea alfo. 

2. Let them be comforted with this, that tho* this temple 
had lefs gold in it, it fhould have more glory than Solomon's, ver. 9. 
The glory of this latter houfe Jhall be greater than of the former. 
This was never true in refpedl of outward glory, this latter 
houfe was indeed in its latter times very much beautified and 
enriched by Herod, and we find the difciples admiring the ftones 
and buildings of the temple, how fine they were, Mark xiii. 1. 
but it was nothing in comparifon with Solomon's temple ; and 
befides, the Jews own, that there were feveral of the divine 
glories of the firft temple, that were wanting in this, the Ark* 
the Urim and Thummim, the fire from heaven, and the Shechinah, 
fo that we cannot conceive how the glory of this latter houfe 
fhould in any thing exceed that of the former, but in that which 
would indeed excel all the glories of the firft houfe, the prefence 
of the Meffiah in it, the Son of God, his being prefented there 
the glory of his people Ifrael, his attending there at twelve years 
old, and afterwards his preaching and working miracles there, 
and his driving the buyers and fellers out of it. It was neceflary 
then, that the Meffiah fhould come while that fecond temple 
flood, but that being long fince deftroyed, we muft conclude 
that our Lord Jefus is the Chrift, is he that Jhould comet and we 
are to look for no other. It was alfo the glory of this latter houfe, 
(1.) That before the coming of Chrift, it was always kept free 
from idols and idolatries, and was never polluted with thofe abo- 
minable things, as the firft temple often was, ( 1 Kings xxiii. 
11, 12.) and in this its glory excelled all the glory of that. 
Note, The purity of the church, and the ftricT: adherence to 
divine inftitutions, is much more its glory, than external pomp 
and fplendor. (2.) That after Chrift, the gofpel was preached 
in it by the apoftles, even all the words of this, life, Acls v. zo. 
In the temple Jefus Chrift was daily preached, A£ts v. 42. Now 
the miniftration of righteoufnefs and life by the gofpel, was un- 
fpeakably more glorious than the law, which was a miniflration 
of death and condemnation, 2 Cor. iii. 4, 10. Note, That is the 
moft valuable glory, which arifeth from our relation to Chrift, 
and our intereft in him. As where Chrift is, behold a greater 
than Solomon is there, fo the heart in which he dwells and makes 
a living temple, behold it is more glorious than Solomon's temple, 
and will be fo to eternity. 

3. They fhould fee a comfortable end of their prefent troubles, 
and enjoy the pleafure of a happy fettlement. In this place will 1 
give peace, faith the Lord of hojis. Note, God's prefence with his 
people in his ordinances, fecures to them all good. If God be 
with us, peace is with us. But the Jews under the latter temple, 
had fo much trouble, that we muft conclude this promife to have 
its accomplifhment in that fpiritual peace, which Jefus Chrift has 
by his blood purchafed for, and by his laft will and teftament be- 
queathed to all believers, John xiv. 27, that peace which 
Chrift himfelf preached as the prophet of peace, and gives as the 
prince of peace. God will give peace in this place, i. e. he will 



give his Son to be the peace, Eph. ii. 14 



1 



10. «ff In 



Chap. IX. 



HAG 




A 




II 



10. % In the four and twentieth day of the ninth 
tnontb, in the fccond year of Darius, came the word 
of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, faying, 
II. Thus faith the LOR D of hofts, Aflc now the 
priefts concerning the Jaw, faying, 12. If one bear 
holy flefli in the Ikirt of his garment, and with his 
Ikirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oyl, 
or any meat, fhall it be holy ? And the priefts an- 
fwered and faid, No, 13. Then faid Haggai, If one 
that is unclean by a dead body, touch any of thefe, 
fhall it be unclean? And the priefts anfwered, and 
faid, It fhall be unclean. 14. Then anfwered Haggai, 
and faid, So is this people, and fo is this nation be- 
fore me, faith the LORD; and fo is every work 
of their hands, and that which they offer there is un- 

And now, I pray you, confider from this 
day and upward, from before a ftone was laid upon 
a ftone in the temple of the LORD. 16. Since 
thofe days were, when one came to an heap of twenty 
meafures^ there were but ten : when one came to the 
prefs-far, for to draw out fifty vejjels out of the prefs, 

<fi I fmote you with blaft- 

in all the la- 



clean. 15 



J 7- 

and with haii, 



faith 



there were but twenty, 
ing, and with mildew, 

bours of your hands, yet ye turned not to me, 
the LORD. 18. Confider now from this day, and 
upward from the four and twentieth day of the ninth 
month, even from the day that the foundation of the 
LORDs temple was laid, confider it. 19. Is the feed 
yet in the barn ? yea as yet the vine, and the fig-tree, 
and the pomegranate, and the olive-tree hath not 
brought forth : from this day will I blefs you. 

This fermon was preached two months after that in the former 
part of the chapter. The priefts and Levites preached confiantly, 
but the prophets preached occaftonally 5 both were good and need- 
ful 5 we have need to be taught our duty in feafon, and out of 

feafon. The people were now going on vigoroufly with the build- 
ing of the temple, and in hopes fhortly to have it ready for their 
life, and to be employed in the fervices of it, and now God fends 
them a meflage by his prophet, which would be of ufe to them. 

1. By way of conviction and caution. They were now en- 
gaged in a very good work, but they are concerned to fee to it, 
not only that it be" good for the matter of it, but that it be done 
in a right manner, for otherwife it would not be accepted of 
God. God fees there are many among them that fpoil this good 
work, by going about it with unfanctified hearts and hands, and 
are likely to gain no advantage to themfelves by it, thefe are here 
convicted, and all are warned thereby, to purify the hands they 
employ in this work, for to the pure only all things are pure, and. 

from the pure only that comes which is pure. This matter is 
here illuftrated by the eftabliftied rules of the ceremonial law, in 
putting a difference between the clean and the unclean^ about which 
many of the appointments of law were converfant. Hereby it 
appears that a fpiritual ufe is to be made of the ceremonial law, 
and that it was intended not only as a divine ritual to the Jews, 
but for inflruSlion in right eoufnefs to all, even to us upon whom 
the ends of the world are come, to difcover to us both fin 
and Chrift, both our difeafe and our remedy. Now obferve 
here, 

(1.) What x the rule of the law was. The prophet is ordered 
to enquire of the prieft concerning it, ver. n. for their lips fhould 
keep this knowledge, and the people ftiould enquire the law at their 
mouth, Mai. ii. 7. Haggai himfelf, tho* a prophet, muft ask the 
priejl concerning the law. His bufinefs as an extraordinary mefTen- 
ger, was to expound the providences of God and to give directions 
concerning particular duties, as he had done, chap. i. 8, 9. But 
he would not take the priefts work out of their hands, that were 
the ordinary minifters, and whofe bufinefs it was to expound the 
ordinances 'of God, and to teach the people the meaning of them, 
and to give the general rules for the obfervation of them. In a 
cafe of°that nature, Haggai muft himfelf confult them. Note, 
God has given to his minifters diverfities of gifts, and calls them 
out to do diverfities of fervices, fo that they have need one of ano- 
ther, fhould make ufe one of another, and be . helpful one to 
another. The prophet, tho* divinely infpired, cannot fay to the 
priefts, I have no need of thee, nor can the prieft fay fo to the 
prophet. Perhaps Haggai was therefore ordered to confult the 
priefts, that out of their own mouths, he might judge both them 
and the people committed to their charge, and convict them of 
Worfe than a ceremonial pollution. See Lev. x. 10, 11. 

Now the rules of the law in the cafes propounded, are, . 

1 • That he that has holy fiejh in his clothes, cannot by the . 
touch of his clothes communicate holinefs, ver. 12. If one hear holy 
fefh in the skirt of his garment, tho' the garment is thereby fo 
far made a devoted thing, as that it is not to be put to common 
life, till it has firft been wafhed in the holy place, Lev. vi. 27. 

yet it fhall by no means tranfm.it a holinefs to either meat and 
No. IxxviL. 



drink, fo as to make them ever the better to thofe that ufe 
them. 

2. Th&t he that is ceremonially unclean by the touch of a 

dead body, doth by his touch communicate that uncleannefs. The 
law is exprefs, Numb. xix. 22. Whatfoever the unclean petfoti 
toucheth Jhall be unclean*, yet this Haggai will have from the prieft^ 
own mouth 5 for concerning thofe things that we find very- 
plain in our Bibles, yet it is good to have the advice of our 
minifters. The fum of thefe two rules is, that pollution is 
eafier communicated than fandtification ; that is (faith Grotius) 
there are many ways of vice, but only, one of virtue, and that a 
difficult one. Bonum oritur ex integris, 'malum ex quolibet de+> 
feclu. Let not men think that living among good people, will 
recommend them to God, if they be not good themfelves, but 
let them fear that touching the unclean thing will defile them* 
and therefore let them keep at a diftance from it. 

(2.) How it is here applied, ver. 14. So is this people, and fo 
is this nation before me, he doth not call them his people, and 
his nation, they are unworthy to be owned by him, but this 
people and this nation ; they have been thus before God ; they 
thought their offering facrifices on the altar would fanctify them, 
and excufe their neglect to build the temple, and remove the 
curfe which by that neglect they had brought upon their com- 
mon enjoyments ; no, faith God, your holy flefti and your 
altar, will be fo far from fanctifying your meat and drink, your 
wine and oil to you, that your contempt of God's temple will 
bring a pollution not only on your common enjoyments, but even 
on your facrifices too ; fo that while you continued in that ne- 
glect all was unclean to you, nay, and fo is this people ftill 5 
and fo they will be ; on thefe terms they will ftill ftand with 
me, and on no other : that if they be profane and fenfual, and 
morally impure, if they have wicked hearts and live wicked 
lives, tho' they work never fo hard at the temple while it is 
building, and tho* they offer never fo many and coftly facrifices 
there when it is built, yet that fhall not ferve to fanctify their 
meat and drink to them, and to give them a comfortable ufe 
of it : nay, the impurity of their hearts and lives, fhall make 
even that work of their hands, and all their offerings unclean, 
and an abominination to God. And the cafe is the fame with 
us. They whofe devotions are plaufible, but their conventions 
wicked, will find their devotions unable to fanctify their enjoy- 
ments, but their wickednefs prevailing to pollute them. Note,- 
When we are employed in any good work, we ftiould be jealous 
over ourfelves, left we render it unclean by our corruptions and 



If their hearts be 



mifmanagements. 

2. By way of comfort and encouragement, 
right with God, and their eye fingle in his fervice, they fhall 
have the benefit of it 3 God will take away the judgment of fa- 
mine wherewith they have been corrected for their remifnefs, and 
will reftore them great plenty. This they are called to confider, 
and to obferve, whether God would not be to the utmoft as good 
as his word, and by his providence remarkablv countenance and 
recompenfe their reformation in this matter. To make this the 
more fignal, let them fet down the day when they began to work 
at the building of the temple, to raife the ftrudture upon the foun- 
dations that had been laid fome time before. On the twenty 
fourth day of the fixth month, they began to prepare materials, 
chap. i. 5. and now on the twenty fourth day of the ninth month, 
they began to lay a flone upon a Jlone in the temple of the Lord 5 
let them take notice of this day, and obferve, 

1. How they were gone behind hand in their eftates before 
this day. Let them remember the time when there was a fen- 
fible wafte and decay in all they had, ver. 1 6. A man came to 
his garner expecting to find a heap of twenty meafures of corn, 
fo much he ufed to have from fuch a piece of ground, or fo much 
ufed to be left at that time of the year, or fo much he took it 
for granted there was, when he fetched the laft from it, but he 
found it unaccountably diminifhed, and when he came to meafure- 
it, there were but ten meafures 5 it was run in, and dried away 
in the keeping ; or vermin had eaten it, or it was ftoln. In like 
manner he went to the wine prefix expecting to draw fifty veffels 
of wine, for fo much he ufed to have from fuch a quantity of 
grapes, but they did not yield as ufual, for he could get but 
twenty. This agrees with what we had, chap. i. 9. Ye looked for 
7nuch, and it came to little. Note, It is our folly that we are apt 
to raife our expectation from the creature, and to think to-mor- 
row muft needs be as this day, and much more abundant, but 
we are commonly difappointed, and the more we expect, the 
more grievous the difappointment is. In the ftores and treafures 
of the new covenant we need not fear being difappointed, when 
we come by faith to draw from them. 

But this was - not all, God did vifibly contend with them in 
the weather, ver. 17. I fmote you with blaflings, winds and frofts, 
which made every green thing to wither, and with mildew, which 
choked the corn when it was knitting, and with hail', which 
battered it down and broke it, when it was grown to fome matu- 
rity ; thus they were balked in all the labour of tbeir< hands, 
while they neglect to lay their hand to the work of God, and 
to labour in that. Note, While we take no care of God's inte- 
reft, we cannot expect he fhould take care of ours. And when 

he thus walks contrary to us., he expects that we fhould return to 
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fcim, and to our duty. But this people either faw not, the hand 
t>f God in it, imputing it to chance, or faw not their own fin the 
provoking caufe of it, and therefore turned not to him. They 
were a long time incorrigible and unhumbled under thefe re- 
bukes, fo that God's hand was Jlretchcd out JIM*, for the people 
turned not to him that /mote them, Ifa. ix. 12, 13. TJiey. might 
eafily obferve, that as long as they continued in negleft of the 
temple work, all their affairs went backward. But, 

2. Let them now obferve, that they fhould find that from this 
day forward God would blefs them, ver. 18, 19. Conftder now, 
whether when you begin to change your way towards God, you 
do not find God changing his way towards you 5 from this day 
when you fall to work about the temple, conftder it, I fay, and 
you fhall find a remarkable turn given for the better to* all your 
affairs. Is the feed yet in the barn ? Yes it is, and not yet thrown 
into the ground ; the fruit trees do not as yet bud, the vine and 
the fig-tree, and the olive-tree, have not as yet brought forth, fo 
that nothing appears to promife a good harveft and vintage next 
year ; nature doth not promife it, but now you begin to apply 
yourfelves in good earneft to your duty, the God of nature pro- 
mifeth it ; he has faid, from this day I will blefs you. It is the 
beft day's work you ever did in your lives, for from hence you 
may date the return of your profperity. He doth not fay what 
they fhall be, but in general, / will blefs you, and thofe that know 
what are the fruits flowing from God's bleffing, know they can 
defire no more to make them happy. / will blefs you, and then 
you fhall foon recover all your loffes, fhall thrive as faft as before 
you went backward, for the blejfing of the Lord that maketh rich, 
and thofe whom he bleffeth a?'e bleffed indeed. Note, When we 
begin to make confcience of our duty to God we may expedt his 
bleffing : and this tree of life is fo known by its fruits, that one 
may difcern almoft to a day, a remarkable turn of providence, in 
favour of thofe that return in a way of duty ; fo that they and 
others may fay, from this day they are bleffed. See Mai. iii. 10. 
And whojb is wife will obferve thefe things, and underjland by 
them the loving kindnefs of the Lord. 



2q. ^ And again the word of the LORD came 
unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the 
month, faying, 21. Speak to Zerubbabel governor of 
Judah, faying, I will ihake the heavens and the earth, 

22. And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and 
I will deflroy the ftrength of the kingdoms of the 
heathen, and I will overthrow the chariots, and thofe 
that ride in them, and the horfes and their riders lhall 
come down, every one by the fword of his brother. 

23. In that day, faith the LORD of hofts, will I 
take thee, O Zerubbabel, my fervant, the fon of 
Shealtiel, faith the LOR D, and will make thee as a 
fignet : for I have chofen thee, faith the LORD of 
hofts. 

After Haggai's fermon ad populum, here follows one the fame 
day ad magiftratum ; a word directed particularly to Zerubbabel 
the governor of Judah, who was a leading active man in this 
good work the people now fet about, and therefore he fhall have 
fome particular marks put upon him, ver. 21. Speak to Zerubba- 
bel, governor of Judah, fpeak to him by himfelf, he hath thoughts 
in his head far above thofe of the common people, as wife princes 
life to have, that move in a higher and larger fphere than others. 
The people of the land are in care about their corn fields and 
vineyards, God has affured them that they fhall profper, and 
we hope that will make them eafy, but Zerubbabel is concerned 
about the community, and the interefts of that about the neigh- 
bour nations, and the revolutions of their governments, and what 
will become of the few and feeble Jews in thofe changes and con- 
vulfions, and how fuch a poor prince as he is, mould be able to 
keep his ground, and ferve his country. Go to him, faith God, 
and tell him it fhall be well with him and his remnant, and 
let that make him eafy. 



1. Let him expeft to hear of great commotions, in the nations 
of the earth, and let them not beafurprize to. him ; behold he 
is told of them before, ver. 21, 22. I ' will ftiake the heavens and 
the earth. This he had faid before, ver. 6, 7; and now fa?th it 
again to Zerubbabel 1 let him expecl fhaking times^ univerfal con- 
cufiibns } the world is like the fea, like the wheel, always iu 
motion, but fometimes in a fpecial manner turbulent. But blefled 
be God if the earth be fhaken, it is to fhake the wicked out of it, 
Job xxxviii. 13. In the apocalyptick vifions earthquakes bode 
no ill to the church. Here the heavens and the earth. are fhaken, 
that proud oppreflbrs may be broken and brought down, / will 
overthrow the throne of kingdoms. The Chaldean monarchy that 
had been the throne of kingdoms a great while, was already over- 
thrown, and the powers that are, and are yet to come, fhall in. 
like manner be overthrown ; their day will come to fall. (1.) 
Tho' they be never fo powerful, the Jlrength of their kingdoms 
fhall be deftroyed ; they trttfl in chariots and horfes, Pfal. xx; 7. 
but their chariots fhall be overthrown, and thofe that ride them, 
fo that they fhall not be able to attack the people of God whom 
they perfecute, or to. efcape the judgments of God which per- 
fecute them. (2.) Tho' there appear none likely to be the in- 
ftruments of their deftrudiion, yet God will bring it about, for 
they fhall be brought down, every one by the fword of his brother* 
This reads the doom of all the enemies of God's church, that will 
not repent to give him glory ; it feems likewife defigned as a 
promife of Chrift's victory over the power of darknefs : his over- 
throw of Satan's throne, that throne of kingdoms, the throne of 
the God of this world ; the taking from him all the armour 
wherein he trufled, and dividing the fpoil. And all oppofing 
rule, principality and power, fhall be put down, that the kingdom 
may be delivered up to God, even the Father. 

2. Let him depend upon it, that he fhall be fafe under the 
divine prote&ion, in the midft of all thefe commotions, ver. 23. 
Zerubbabel was aflive to build God a houfe, and therefore God 
makes the fame promife to him as he did to David on the like 
occafion, that he would build him a houfe ; and eflablifh it, even 
in that day when heaven and earth are fhaken ; this promife re- 
fers to this good man himfelf, and to his family ; he honoured 
God, and God would honour him ; his fucceffors likewife in the 
government of Judah, might take encouragement from it 5 tho* 
their authority was very precarious as to men, yet God would 
confirm it, and this would contribute to the ftability of the 
people over whom God had fet them. But this promife hath 
fpecial reference to Chrifl, who lineally defcended from Zerub- 
babel, and is the fole builder of the gofpel temple. (1.) Zerub- 
babel is here owned as God's fervant, and it is an honourable 
mention that is hereby made of him, as Mofes and David my 
fervant. When God deftroys his enemies, he will prefer his 
fervants. Our Lord Jefus is his Father's fervant in the work 
of redemption, but faithful as a fon, Ifa. xlii. 1. (2.) He 
owned as God's eleel, I have chofen thee into this 
whom . God makes choice of, he will make ufe of. 

And he is the 



is 

office, and 
Our Lord 
head of the 



Jefus is chofen of God, 1 Pet. ii. 4. 
chofen remnant, in him they are chofen. (3.) It is promifed 
that being chofen, God will make him as a fignet. Jeconiah 
had been as the fignet on God's right hand, but was plucked 
thence, Jer. xxii. 24. and now Zerubbabel is fubftituted in the 
room of him. He fhall be near and dear to God, precious in 
his fight and honourable, and his family fhall continue till the 
Mefiiah fpring out of it, who is the fignet on God's right hand , 
this fpeaks (1.) The delight the Father has in him; in him he 
once and again declared himfelf to be well pleafed. He is fet. as a 
feal upon his heart, a feal upon his arm, is brought near unto him, 
Dan. vii. 13. is hid in the fhadow of his hand, Ifa. xlix. 2. 
(2.) The dominion the Father has entrufted him with. Princes 
fign their edi&s, grants and commiffions with their fignet rings 
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hand, for all 
him. By him 
ratified, and it 
and amen. 
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This prophet was colleague with the prophet Haggai, and a worker together with him in forwarding the 
building of the fecond temple, Ezra v. i. for two are better tha?i one : Chrifl fent forth his difciples two 
and two. Zechariah bega?i to prophefy fo?ne time after Haggai. But he continued longer, foared higher 
in <vifons and revelations. Wrote ?nore, and prophefied more particnlai~ly co?2cemi?ig Chrijl than Haggai 
had done j fo the laft fhall be firft : the lajl in ti?ne fometimes proves firjt in dignity. He begins with 



a plain praSiical fermon, expresfive of that which was the fcope of his prophefying, in the fve firjt 



*verfes, but afterwards to the end of chap. vi. he relates the vifioiis he faw, and the injl rati ions he 
received immediately from heaven by them. At chap. vii. from an enquiry made by the Jews concerning 
fafting he takes occajion to Jhew them the duty of their prefeiit day, and to encourage them to hope for 
God's favour, to the end of chap. viii. After which there are two fermons, which are both called 
burthens.* of the word of the Lord, one begins with chap. ix. the other with chap. • xii. which probably 
were preached Jome time after ; the fcope of which is to reprove for fin, and threatens God's judgments 
againjl the impenitent, and to encourage thofe that feared God with affurances of 7nercy God had i?t 
Jlore for his churchy and efpecially of the coming of the Mesjiah, and the fetting up of his kingdo7n in 
the world. 



CHAP. I. 

In this chapter after the introduction, ver. r. we have, (i.) An 
awakening call to a Jinful people to repent of their fins, and return 
to God, ver. 2 — 6. (2.) Great encouragement given to hope for 
mercy, (1.) By the vifion of the horjes, ver. 7 — 11. (2.) By 
the prayer of the angel for *J erufale?n , and the anfwer to that 
prayer, ver. 12 — 17. (3.) By the vifion of the four carpenters 
that were employed to cut off the four horns, with which fudah 
and Jerufalem were fcattered, ver. 18 — 21. 

1. TT N the eighth month, in the fecond year of Da- 
X rius, came the word of the LORD unto Ze- 
chariah the fon of Barachiah, the fon of Iddo the 
prophet, faying, 2. The LORD hath been fore dif- 



pleafed with your fathers. 3. Therefore fay thou unto 
them, Thus fairh the LORD of hofts, Turn ye unto 
me, faith the LORD of hofts, and I will turn unto 
you, faith the LORD of hofts. 4. Be ye not as 
your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have 
cried, faying, Thus, faith the LORD of hofts, Turn 
ye now from your evil ways, and froin your evil 
doings : but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, 
faith the LORD. 5. Your fathers, where are they ? 
and the prophets, do they live for ever? 6. But my 
words and my fiatutes, which I commanded my fer- 
vants the prophets, did they not take hold of your 
fathers? and they returned' and faid, Like as the 
L O R D of hofts thought to do unto us* according 
to our ways, and according to our doings, fo hath he 
dealt with us. 

Here 
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Here is, t . The foundation of Zechariah's miniftry j it is laid 
in a divine authority. The word of the Lord came to him. He re- 
ceived a divine commiffion to be God's mouth to the people, and 

He received of the Lord that 



The word of the Lord was 



to hi 



with it inftru&ions what to fay. 
which alfo he delivered unto them. 

w, it came in the evidence and demon/Iration of the Spirit,. as 
a real thing, and not a fancy. For the afcertaining of this we have 
here, 

1. The time when the word of the Lord came firft to him, or, 
when the word that next follows came to him : It was in the fe- 
cond year of Darius. Before the captivity of the prophets dated 
their writings by the reigns of the kings of Judah and Ifrael: but 
now by the reigns of the kings of Perfia, to Whom they were fub- 
jecte. Such a melancholy change had fin made of their circum- 
fiances. Zerubbabel took not fo much upon him as to have 
publick acts dated by the years of his government: And in things 
of this nature the prophets, as is fit, complied with the ufage of the 
time, and fcrupled not to reckon by the years of the heathen 
kings, as Dan. vii. i — viii. 2. Zechariah preached his firft fermon 
in the eighth month of this fe con d year of Darius; Haggai preached his 
in the fixth month of the fame year, Hag.i. r. The people being 
readily obedient to the word of the Lord in the mouth of Haggai, 
God blefied them with another prophet : for to him that hath, 
and ufeth well what he has, more fhall be given. 

2. The name and family of the prophet to whom the word of 
the Lord came. He was Zechariah, the fon of Barachiah, the fon 
of Jddo, and he was the prophet as Haggai is called the prophet, 
Hag. i. 1. For though in former ages there was one Iddo a pro- 
phet, 2 Chron. xii, 12. yet we have no reafon to think that Ze- 
chariah was of his progeny, or fhould be denominated from him. 
The learned Mr Pemble is clear of opinion, that this Zechariah, 
the fon of Barachiah, is the fame that our Saviour faith was flain 
hetzveen the temple and the altar, perhaps many years after the re- 
building of the temple, Matth. xxiii. 35. and that our Saviour doth 
not mean (as is commonly thought) Zechariah, the fon of Jehoiada, 
for why fhould Jehoiada be called Barachiah ? And he thinks the 
manner of Chrift's accounts perfvvades us to think fo ; for reckon- 
ing up the innocent blood fhed by the Jews, he begins at Abel, 
and ends even in the laft of the holy prophets. Whereas after 
Zechariah, the fon of Jehoiada, many prophets and righteous men 

It is true there is no mention made 



but Jofephus might 
Perhaps what 



were put to death by them, 
in any hiftory of their flaying this Zechariah 
induftrioufly conceal that ftame of his nation. 
Zecharias fpoke in his prophefying concerning Chrift, of his be- 
ing fold, his being wounded in the houfe of his friends, and the 
fhepherd being fmitten, was verified in the prophet himfelf, and 
fo he became a type of Chrift. Probably, being afiaulted by his 
perfecutors, he took fandtuary in the court of the priefts (and 
fome think he was himfelf a prieft) and fo was flain between the 
porch and the altar. 

2. The firft-fruirs of Zechariah's miniftry. Before he came to 
vifions and revelations, and delivered his prophetical difcourfes, 
he preached that which was plain and practical ; for it is beft to 
begin with that: Before he publifhed the promifes of mercy, he 
published calls to repentance, for thus the way of the Lord muft 
be prepared. Law muft be firft preached, and then gofpel. 



No 
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The prophet here puts them in mind of the con- 
trove rfy God had had with their fathers, ver* 2. The Lord has 
been fore difpleafed with your fathers, and has laid them under the 
tokens of his difpleafure. You have heard with your ears, and 
your fathers have told you of it ; you have feen with your eyes 
the woful remains of it. God's quarrel with you has been of long 
fhmding^ and therefore it is time for you to think of taking it up. 
Note, The judgments of God which thofe that went before us 
were under fhould be taken as warnings to us not to tread in 
their fteps, and calls to repentance, that we may cut off" the en- 
tail of the curfe, and get it turned into a bleffing. 

2. He calls them in God's name to return to him, and make 
their peace with him, ver* 3. God by him faith, That to this 
backfliding people which he had often faid by his fervants the 
prophets, turn ye to me in a way of faith and repentance, duty 
and obedience, and / will turn to you in a way of favour and 
mercy, peace and reconciliation. Let the rebels return to their 
allegiance, and they fhall be taken under the protection of the 
government, and enjoy all the privileges of good fubjecb. Let 
them change their way, and God will change his. See Mai. iii. 7. 
But that which is moft obfervable here is, that God is called here 
the Lord of hofls three times; Thus faith the Lord of hofls : 
It is he that fpeaks, and therefore you are bound to regard what 
he faith. Tarn ye to me, faith the Lord of hofls, That fpeaks the 
authority and obligation of the command, and I will turn to you, 
faith the Lard of hofls, That fpeaks the validity and value of 
the promife ; fo that it is no vain repetition. Note, The Confi- 
deration of God's almighty power and fovereign dominion fhould 
both engage and encourage firiners to repent, and turn to him. 
It is very deferable having the Lord of hofts our friend, and very 
dreadful having him our enemy. 

He warns them not to perfift in their impenitence as their 
fathers had done, ver. 4. Be ye not as your fathers. Inftead of 
being hardened in their evil courfes by the example of their fa- 
thers fin* let them rather be deterred from them by the exam- 
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pie of their fathers punifhment. We are apt to be governed 
very much by precedent, and we are well or ill governed accor- 
ding to the ufe we make of the precedents before us. The farne 
examples to fome are a favour of life unto life, to others a favour 
of death unto death. Some argued, fhall we be wifer than our 
fathers ? They never minded the prophets, and why then fhall we 
mind them ? They made laws againft them, and why fhould we 
tolerate them ? But they are here taught how they fhould argue ; 
Our fathers flighted the prophets, and God was fore difpleafed 
with them for it, therefore let us the more carefully regard what 
God faith to us by his prophets. Review what is paft and ob- 
ferve, - . - '•■ 

1. What was the mellage that God fent by his fervants the 
prophets to your fathers. The former prophets cried to your fathers 
cried aloud, and did not fpare, not ipare themfelves, not fparq 
your fathers, they cried as men in earneft, as men that would be 
heard, they fpoke not as from themfelves, but in; the name of the 
Lord of ho/Is, and this was the fubftance of whaj they faid, the 
burthen of every fong, the application of every fermon, Turn ye 
now from your evil ways, and from your evil doing ; the very fame 
that we now preach to you. Be perfuaded to leave your fins, re- 
folve to have no more to do with them. A fpeedy reformatio* 
is the only way to prevent an approaching ruin* Turn ye now 
from fin to God without delay. 

2. How little this meflage was regarded by your fathers, but 
they did not hear, they did not heed. They turned a deaf ear to 
thefe calls; they would not hearken unto me, faith the Lord. They 
would not be reclaimed, would not be ruled by the word I fent 
them ; fay not then you will do as your fathers did, for they 
did amifs, fee Jer. xltv. 17. Note, We muft not follow the 
examples of our dear fathers, unlefs they were God's dear chil- 
dren, nor any further than they were dutiful and obedient to 
him. 

3. What is become both of your fathers and of the prophets that 
preached to them. They are all dead and gone ; ver. 5. {i.)Tour 
fathers, where are they ? The whole generation of them is fwept 
away, and their place knows them no more. Note, When we 
think of our anceftors, that are gone thro' the world, and gone out of 
it before us, we fhould think where they are. Here they were in 
the towns and countries where we live, pafling and repaffing in 
the fame ftreets, dwelling in the fame houfes, trading in the fame 
fhops and exchanges, worfliipping God in the fame churches. But 
where are they ? They are fomewhere ftill, when they died there 
was not any end of them ; they are in eternity, in the world of 
fptrits, the unchangeable world, to which we are haftening apace; 
Where are they ? Thofe of them that lived and died in fin are, 
in torment* and we are warned by Mofes and the prophets, Chrift 
and his apoftles, to look to it that we come not to that place of 
torment^ Luke xvi. 28, 29. Thofe of them that lived and died 
in Chrift are in paradife, and if we live and die as they did, we 
fhall be with them fhortly, with them eternally, (z.) The pro- 
phets alfo, did they live for ever ? No, they are gone too. The 
treafure is put into earthen vefTels, the water of life into earthen 
pitchers, often cracked, and brought home broken at laft. Chrift 
is a prophet that lives for ever, but all other prophets have a pe- 
riod put to their office. Note, Minifters are dying men, and live 
not for ever in this world. They are to look upon themfelves 
as fuch, and to preach accordingly, as thofe that muft be fi- 
lenced fhortly, and know not which fermon may be the laft ; 
people are to look upon them as fuch, and to hear accordingly, 
as thofe that yet a littlewbile have the light with them, that they 
may walk and work while they have the light. O that this weighty 
confideration had its due weight given it, that we are dying mi- 
nifters dealing with dying people about the concerns of immortal 
fouls, and an awful eternity, which both they and we are ftand- 
ing upon the brink of! It concerns us to think of the prophets 
that are gone, that were before us of old, Jer. xxviii. 8. They that 
were the glory of men withered and fell, but the word of the Lord 
endures for ever, 1 Pet. i. 24, 25. The prophets that are now, do 
we live for ever ? fo fome read it, no, Haggai and Zechariah will 
not be long with you; and prophecy itfelf fhall fhortly ceafe. In 
another world, both we and our prophets fhall live for ever, and 
to prepare for that world, ought to be our great care and bufinefs 
in this. 

4. What the effects of the word were which God fpoke to 
them by his prophets, ver. 6. The preachers died, and the hearers 
died, but the word of God died not ; that took effect, and not. 
one iota or tittle of it fell to the ground : As the rai?z and fnozv, 
from heaven it Jhall not return void, Ifa. Iv. 1 i. He appeals to 
themfelves; they knew very well, (1.) That the judgments God 
had threatened, were executed upon their fathers, and they were 
made to feel what they would not believe and fear. My flatutes 
which I commanded my fervants the prophets , the precepts, with 
the penalties annexed, which I charged them with the delivery 
of, did they not take hold of your fathers? Though God's prophets 
could not faften convictions upon them ; the calamities threatened. 
overtook them, and they could not efcape them, or get out of the 
reach of them. God's words took hold of them as the bailiff ar- 
refts the debtor, and takes him in execution, for contempt. 
Note, The unbelief of man cannot make the threatenings of 

God's word of none effe£t 3 but fooner or later they will take 

place, 
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place, if the prefcribed courfe be not taken to prevent the exe- 
cution of them. God's anger will certainly take . hold of thofe 
that will not be taken hold of by his authority ; for when he 
judged), he will overcome. (2.) That they themfelves could not 
butTown the accomplifhment of the word of God in the judgments 
of God that were upon them, and that therein he was righteous, 
and had done them no wrong:- They returned and /aid (they 
changed their mind, and when it was too late to prevent the 
ruin of their nation, they acknowledged) like as the Lord of hafts 
thought to do unto us according to our ways and doings, to reckon 
with us for them, fo hath he dealt with us, and we muft acknow- 
ledge both his truth and his juftice ; muft blame ourfelves only, 
and have no blame to lay to him. Sero fapiunt Phryges. This 
after-wit, as it is a proof of the truth of God, fo it is a proof of the 
folly of men, that will look no further than they can fee : They 
would never be perfwaded to fay in time, God will be as good as 
his word, for he is faithful* he will deal with us according to our 
deferts, for he is righteous. But now they fee both plain enough, 
when the fen tence is executed ; now he that runs, may read and 
publifli the exact agreement that appears between the prefent 
providences and the former predi&ions which then were flighted, 
between the prefent punifhmcnts and the former fins which then 
were perfifted in. Now they cannot but fay, The Lord is righteous, 

Dan. ix. ii, iz, 1 3- 
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7. f Upon the four and twentieth day of the ele- 
venth month, which is the month Sebac, in the fe- 
cond year of Darius, came the word of the LORD 

Zechariah the fon of Barachiah, the fon of 

and 



unto 



Iddo the* prophet, fayin 

riding 



8. I faw 



a red horfe, 



by night, 

and 



he 



the bot- 



unto 
the 



me, 



behold, a man riding upon 
flood among the myrtle- trees that were in 
torn, and behind him were there red horfes fpeckled 
and white. 9. Then faid I, O my lord, what are 
thefe? And the angel that talked with me, laid 

I will fhew thee what thefe be, 10. And 
man that flood among the myrtle-trees anfwered 
and faid, Thefe are they whom the LORD hath 
lent to walk to and fro through the earth. 11. And 
they anfwered the angel of the LORD that flood 
among the myrtle-trees, and faid, We have walked 
to and fro through the earth, and behold, all the 
earth fmeth flill, and is at reft, 12. % Then the 
ansel of the LORD anfwered and faid, O LORD 

wilt thou not have mercy on 
the cities of Judah, againft which 

thefe threefcore and ten 



how 



of hofts, 
Jerufalem, and 
thou haft had 



long 
on 



years ? 
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indignation 
And the LORD anfwered the angel 
that talked with me, with good words, and comfort- 
able words. 14. So the angel that communed with 
me, faid unto me, Cry thou, faying, Thus faith the 
LORD of hofts, I am jealous for Jerufalem, and 
for Zion with a great jealoufy. 15. And I am very 
fore difpleafed with the heathen that are at eafe : for 
I was but a little difpleafed, and they helped forward 
the affiiftion. 16. Therefore thus faith the LORD, 
I am returned to Jerufalem with mercies : my houfe 
ihall be built in it, faith the LORD of hofts, 
and a line fhall be ftretched forth upon Jerufalem 
17. Cry yfet, faying, Thus faith the LORD of 
hofts, my cities through profperity fhall yet be fpread 
abroad, and the LORD fhall yet comfort Zion, and 
fhalJ yec choofe Jerufalem. 

We now come to vifions and revelations of the Lord ; for in 
that way God chofe to fpeak by Zechariah, to awaken the 
peoples attention, and to engage their humble reverence of the 
word, and their humble enquiries into it, and to fix it the more 
in their minds and memories. Mod of the following vifions 
feem dtdgned for the comfort of the Jews, now newly returned 
out of captivity, and their encouragement to go on with the build- 

ins; Of the temple. 
"The fcope of this vifion (which is as an introduction to the 

reft) is to allure the Jews of the care God took of them, and 
the eye of his providence that was upon them for good, now in 
their prefent ftate, when they feemed to be deferted, and their 
cafe deplorable. The vifion is dated, ver. 7. the twenty-fourth 
day of the eleventh month, three months after he preached that 
fermon, ver. 1. in which he called them to repentance from 
the confideration of God's judgments. Finding that that fermon 
had a good effect, and they returned to God in a way of duty, 
the aflurances he had given them are confirmed, that God would 
return to them in a way of mercy. Now obferve here, 
. 1. What the prophet faw, and the explication of that. 
No. Ixxvii. 



1. He faw a grove of myrtle-trees; a dark fhady grove, down 
in a bottom, hid by the adjacent hills, fo that you were not aware 
of it, till you were juft upon it. This reprefented the low, 
dark, folitary, melancholy condition of the Jewifh church at 
this time. They were over-topped by all their neighbours buried 
in obfeurity ; what friends they had were hidden, and there ap- 
peared no way of relief and fuccour for them. Note, The church 
has not been always viftble, but fometimes hid, as the woman in 
the wildernefs, Rev. xii. 6. 

2. He faw a man mounted upon a red horfe, landing in the 
midft of this fliady myrtle grove. This man is no other than 
the man Chrift Jefus \ the fame that appeared to Jofhua 'with his 
fword drawn in his hand as captain of the hojl of the Lord, Jofh. 

v. 13, i 4 . and to St John, with his bow, and his crown, . Rev. 

vi. 2. Tho' the church was in a low condition, yet Chrift was 
prefent in the midft of it : was it bid by the hills ? he was much 
more hid in the myrtle grove, yet, hid as in an ambufh, ready 
to appear for the feafonable relief of his- people, to their happy 
furprize. Compare Ifa. xlv. 1 5. Verily thou art a God that hide)} 
thy felf, and yet Ifrael's God and Saviour at the fame time, their 
holy One in the midft of them. He was riding, as a man of war 5 
as a man in hafte ; riding on the heavens for the help of his people, 
Deut. xxxiii. 26. He rode on a red horfe ; either naturally fo, 
or died red with the blood of war, as this fame viaorious prince 
•appeared red in his apparel, Ifa. Ixiii. 1, 2. Red is a fiery colour, 

noting that he is jealous for Jerufalem, ver. 14. and very angry 
at her enemies. Chrift under the law appeared on a" red horfe, 
noting the terror of that difpenfation, and that he had yet his 
conflifl before him, when he was to refift unto blood. But under 
the gofpel he appears on a white horfe, Rev. vi. 2. and again, 
chap. xix. 11. noting that he has now gained the victory, and 
rides in triumph ; and hangs out the white, not the bloody flag. 

3. He faw a troop of horfe attending him, ready to receive 

and 



events, 
not only 
that 



and obey his orders: Behind him there were fome red horfes, 
fome fpeckled, and fome white ; angels -attending the Lord Jefus, 
ready to be employed by him for the fervice of his church, fome 
in afts of judgment, others of mercy, others in mixed 
Note, The King of the church has angels at command, 
to do him honour, but to minifter for the good of thofe 
his. 

4. He enquired into the Signification of this vifion. 
an angel talking with him as his inftruaor, befides thofi 
in the. vifion, fo had Ezekie], chap. xl. 3 
viii. 1 6. Zechariah asked him, ver. 9. O 
thefe ? And it fhould feem, this angel that 
Chrift hrmfelf: the man on the red horfe, 
attendants on ; to him immediately Zechariah addreffeth him- 
felf; would we be acquainted with the myfteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, we muft make our application not to angels, ^they 
are themfelves learners, but to Chrift himfelf, who is alone able 
to take the book, and open the feals, Rev. v. 7. The prophet's que- 
ftion implies a humble acknowledgment of his own io-norance, 
and an earneft defire to be informed ; O let me know what thefe 
this he defired, not for the fatisfying of his curiofity, but 
he might be furnifhed with fometbing proper for the comfort 
encouragement of the people of God, in their prefent di- 



He had 
he faw 
. and Daniel, chap, 
my Lord, what are 
talked with him was 
whom the reft were 



are : 

that 
and 

ftrefs. 

5. He received from the angel that talked zv/th him, ver. 9. 
and from the man that flood among the myrtle-trees, ver. 10. 
the interpretation. of this vifion. Note, Jefus Chrift is ready to 
inftruft thofe, that are humbly defirous to be taught the things 
of God. He prefently faid, / will Jhetu thee what thefe be. 
What knowledge we have, or may have, concerning the world 
of fpirits, we are indebted to Chrift for. The account given 
him was, Thefe are they whom the Lord hath fent, they are his 
mefiengers, his envoys, appointed (as his eyes are faid to do, 
2 Chron. xvi. 9.) to walk, to run, to fly fwiftly through the 
earth, to obferve what is done in it, and to execute the divine 
commands. God needs them not, but he is pleafed to employ 
them, and we need the comfort arifing from the doarine of 
their adminiftration. 

2. What the prophet heard, and what inftruaions were thereby 
given him. Faith comes by hearing, and generally in vifions 
there was fomething faid. 

1. He heard the report or reprefentation which the angels 
made to Chrift of the prefent ftate of the world, ver. 1 1. They 
had been out abroad as flying pofts, {being haflened by. the King of 
kings commandment, Efth. Hi. 15.) and being returned, they give 
this account to the angel that flood among the myrtle-trees, (for to 
the Lord Jefus angels themfelves are accountable) we have walk- 
ed to and fro through the earth, and behold, all the earth foteth Jlill* 
and is at reft. We are taught to pray that the will of God may 
be done by men on earth as it is done by the angels in heaven ; 
and here we fee what need we have to pray fo, for it is far 
from being fo. For, (1.) We find the world of angels here very 
bufy. Thofe that are employed in the court above^ reft not day 
nor night from praifing God, which is their bufinefs there; and 
thofe that are employed in the camp behzv, are never idle, nor 
lofe time, they are ftill afcending and defending upon the Son of 

man y John i. 51, as on Jacob's ladder 3 Gen. xxviii. 12. they are 
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Thus a&ive, thus in- 

It 



it ill walking to and fro through the earth. 

dufirious Satan owns himfelf to be to do mtfchkef, Job i. 7. 
is well for us that good angels heftir .themfelves as much to do 
good, and that here in this earth we have guardians going about 
continually feeking to do us a kindnefs, as we have adverfaries 
that as roaring lions g;o about continually feeklng to devour us. 
Tho* holy angels in this earth meet with a great deal that is dif- 
agreeabJe, yet while they are going on God's errands, they flick 
not to walk to and fro through it: Their own habitation, which 
thofe that fell liked not, they will like the better when they re- 
turn. (2,) We find the world of mankind here very carelefs ; 
all the earth fittefh ftill, and is at reft, while all the church is 
made uneafy, to/fed with tempefts, and not comforted. Thofe 
that are ftrangers to the church are fecure, thofe that are enemies 
to it are fuccefsful. The Chaldeans and Perfians dwell at eafe, 
while the poor Jews are continually alarmed ; as when the king 
and Haman fat down to drink, but the city Shujhan was perplexed. 
The children of men are merry and jovial, but none grieved for 
the 1 affliction of God's children. Note, It is fad to think what a 
deep fleep the world is caft into ! What a fpirit of {lumber hath 
jeized the. generality of mankind, that are under God's wrath and 
Satan's power, and yet fecure and unconcerned, they fit ftill, 
and are at reft / Luke xvii. 26, tsfr. 

z. He heard Chrift's interceflion with the Father for his afflicted 
church, ver. 1 2. The angels related* the pofture of affairs in 
this lower world, but we read not of any prayers they made for 
the redrefs of the grievances they had made a remonftrancc of ; 
no, it is the angel among the myrtle-trees that is the great inter- 
ceflbr: upon the report of the angels, : he immediately turned 
heavenward, and faid, Lord, wilt thou ?tot have mercy on thy 
church? (r.) The thing he intercedes for is mercy, as Pfal. 
Ixxxv. 7. Shew us thy mercy, O Lord. . Note, God's mercy is all 
in all to the church's comfort 5 and all his mercy muft be hoped 
for through Chrift's mediation. (2.) The thing he complains of 
is the delay of this mercy ; how long wilt thou not have mercy ! 
He knows that mercies through him Jhall be built up for ever, 
Pfal. Ixxxix. 2. but thinks it long that the building is deferred. 
(3.) The objects of compaffion recommended to the divine mer- 
cies are Jerufalem, the holy city, and other, the cities of Judah, 
that were now in ruins, for God had had indignation againfl 
them, now three/core and ten years. He mentions feventy years, 
becaufe that was the time fixed in the divine counfels for the con- 
tinuance of the captivity ; fo long the indignation lafted, and 
tho' now for a little fpace grace had been Jhewed them from the; Lord 
their God to give them fome reviving, Ezra ix. 8. yet the fears of 
thofe feventy years captivity ftill remained fo deep, fo painful, 
that that is the melancholy firing they ftill harp upon, the di- 
vine indignation during thofe feventy years. Dr Lightfoot thinks 
that whereas the feventy years of the captivity were reckoned 
from Jehoiakim's fourth year, and ended in the firft of Cyrus ; 
thefe feventy years are to be computed from the eleventh of Ze- 
dekiah, when Jerufahm and the temple were burnt, about nine- 
teen years after the firft captivity, and which ended in this fe- 
cond year of Darius Hyftafpes, about feventeen years after Cyrus's 
proclamation; as that feventy years mentioned, chap. vii. 5. was 
about nineteen years after ; the captivity went off as it came on 
gradually: Lord, we are ftill under the burden of the feventy 
years wrath, and wilt thou be angry with us for ever ! 

3. He heard a gracious reply given to this interceflion of 
Chrift's for his church ; for it is a prevailing interceflion, always 
acceptable, and him the Father heareth always. Ver. 13. The 
Lord anfwered the angel, this angel of the covenant, with good 
words, and comfortable words, with promifes of mercy and de- 
liverance, and the perfecting of what he had begun in favour to 
them. Thefe were comfortable words to Chrift, who is grieved in 
the grievances of his church, and comfortable to all that mourn 
with" Zion. God often anfwers prayer with good words, when he 
doth not prefently appear in great works, and thofe good words 
are real anfwers to prayer ; mens good words will not feed the 
body, Jam. ii. 1 6. but God's good words will feed the faith, for 
faying and doing with him are not two things, tho' they are 
with us. 

4. He heard that reply which was given to the angel repeated 
to himfelf, with a commiffion to publifh it to the children of his 
people, for their comfort. The Revelation of Jefus Chrifl which 
God gave to him he fignified to his fervant John, and by him to the 
churches, Rev. i. 1, 4. Thus all the good words, a,nd comfortable 
words of the gofpel we receive from Jefus Chrift, as he received 
them from the Father, in anfwer to the prayer of his blood, and 
his minifters are appointed to preach therri to all the world. Now 
God would fpeak comfortably to Jerufalem : Zechariah is the voice 
of one crying in the wildernefs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
The voice faid, Cry* Cry then -, the prophets muft now cry as 
loud, to Jbew God 9 s people their comforts, as ever they did for- 
merly to fhew them their tranfgrejfions, Ifa. xl. 2, 3, 6. And if 
he ask what he fhall cry? He is here inftru&ed. 

1. He muft proclaim the wrath God has in ft ore for the ener 
mies of Jerufalem. He is jealous for Zion with great jeahujy, 
ver. 14. /. e. He takes himfelf to be highly affronted by the in- 
juries, and indignities that are done to his church, as he. had been 



formerly by the iniquities found 1 in his church. The earth fat 
ftill, and was at reft, ver. .11. not relenting at all, or (hewing 
the leaft remorfe for all the mifchief they had done to Jerufalem 5 
as Jofeph's brethren, who when they had fold him, fat down to 
eat bread, and this God took very ill, ver. 15. / am very fare 
dijpleafed with the heathen that are at eafe, and have no concern 
for theafHidted church. Much more will he be di/pleafed with 
thofe that are at eafe in Zion, Amos vi. 1. with Zion's own fons 
that fy mpathize not with her in her forrows. But this was not 
all ; they were not only not concerned for her, but they were 
concerned againft her. / was but a little difpleafed with my 
people, and defigned to correct them moderately ; but thofe that 
were employed as in ftru men ts of the correction, caft off all 
pity $ and with the greateft rage and, malice helped forward the 
affliction, and added to it, perfecuting thofe who?n God had finitten, 
Pfal Ixix. 26. and infulting over thofe whom he had troubled. 
See Ifa. xlvii. 6. — -x. 5. Ezek. xxv. 12, 15. Note, God is dif- 
pleafed with thofe that help forward the affliction even of fuch 
as fufier juftly $ for true humanity in fuch a cafe is good di- 
vinity. 

2. He muft proclaim, the mercy God has in ftore for Jerufa- 
lem, and the cities of Judah, ver. 1 6. He muft cry, Thus faith 
the Lord, 1 am returned to Jerufalem with mercies ; I . was going 
away in wrath, but I am now returning in love. Cry yet to the 
fame purpofe, ver. 1 7. There muft now be line upon line for 
confolation, as formerly there had been for conviction. The 
Lord, even the Lord of hofts, aflures them, (r.) That the temple 
fhall be built, that is now but in the building : this good work 
they are now about, tho* it meet with much difcouragement, 
fhall be perfected, and they fhall have the tokens of God's pre- 
fence, and opportunities of converfing with him, and worfhipping 
him as formerly. Note, It is good news indeed to any place, 
to hear that God will build his houfe in it. (2.) That Jeru- 
falem fhajl again be builded as a city compact together, which had 
formerly been its glory, Pfal. exxii. 3. A line Jhall be fir etched 
forth upon Jerufalem, in order to the rebuilding of it with great 
exa&nefs and uniformity. (3.) That the nation fhall again be- 
come populous and rich, tho* now diminifhed and impoverifhed 5 
not only Jerufalem, but other cities that are reduced and lie in a 
little compafs fhall yet fpread abroad, or be diffufed ; their 
fuburbs fhall extend far, and colonies fhall be tranfplanted from 
them ; and this thro 9 profperity : they fhall be fo numerous, and 
fo wealthy, that there fhall not be room for them : they fhall. 
complain the place is too fir ait, Ifa. xlix. 20. As they had been 
fcattered and fpread abroad through their calamities, fo they 
fhould now be thro* their profperity, Let thy fountains be difperfed, 
Prov. v. 1 6. The cities that fhould thus increafe God calls his 
cities; they are bleffed by him, and they are fruitful and multi- 
ply, and replenijb the land. (4.) That all their prefent forrows 
fhould not only be balanced, but for ever ftlenced by divine con- 
folations ; the Lord Jhall yet comfort Zion. Yet at length, tho* 
her griefs and grievances may continue long, God has comforts 
in referve for Zion, and all her mourners. (5.) That all this 
will be the fruit of God's preventing diftinguifhing favour ; he 
fhall yet choofe Jerufalem, fhall renew his choice, renew his co- 
venant, fhall- make it appear he has chofen Jerufalem. As he 
firft built them up into a people, when he brought them out of 
Egypt, fo he will now rebuild them when he brings them out of 
Babylon, not for any worthinefs of theirs, but in purfuance of 
his own choice, Deut. vii. 7, 8. Jerufalem is the city he has 
chofen, and he will not caft. it off*. 



18. ^fThen life I up mine eyes, and faw, and be- 
hold, four horns. 19. And I faid unto the angel 
that calked with me, What be thefe? And he an- 
fwered me, Thefe are the horns which have fcatter- 
ed Judah, Ifrael, and Jerufalem. 20. And the LORD 
fhewed me four carpenters. 21. Then faid I, What 
come thefe to do? And he fpake, faying, Thefe 
are the horns which have fcattered Judah, fo that 
no man did lift up his head : but thefe are come 
to fray them, to caft out the horns of the Gentiles, 
which lift up their horn over the land of Judah to 
fcatter it. 



It is the comfort and triumph of the church, Jfa. lix. 19. 
that when the enemy Jhall come in like a food, with mighty force 
and fury, then the Spirit of the Lord Jhall lift up a ftandard 
againfl him : Now in this vihon, (the fecond that this prophet 
had) we have an illuftration of that ; God's' Spirit making a 
ftand and making head againfl: the formidable power of the 
church's adverfaries. 

ii We have here the enemies of the church bold and daring, 
and threatening to be its death, to cut off the name of Ifrael ; fuch 
the people of God had lately been infulted by. I looked, and be- 
hold, four horns, ver. 18. which are explained, ver. 19. They 
are the horns which have fcattered Judah, Ifrael, and Jerufalem :J 

u e, the Jews both in the country and in the city, becaufe they 

were 



Chap. IL 



Z E C HA 




I A EL 



Chap. II. 



were the Ifrael of .God. They have toffed them, fo fome read 
it ; as furious bulls with their horns tofs that which they are 
enraged at, Xhey have fcattered them, fo that no man did Eft A 
pp his head 9 ver. zi. No man durft fhew his face, for fear of 
them, much lefs ,give them any oppofition, or make head againft J 
them. They are horns noting their dignity and dominion, horns j 
exalted ; and their ftrength and power and violence. They are 
four horns, for the Jews are furrounded with them on every fide ; 
when they avoid one horn that pufheth at them, they- run upon 
another. The men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 
and many of Ifrael that joined themfelves to them,fet about the 
building of the temple, but the enemies of that work from all 
fides pufhed at them, and drove them from it. Rehum and 
Shimfhai, and other the Sapiaritans that oppofed the building of 
the temple, were thefe horns, Ezra iv. 7. So were Sanballat, 
and Tobiahj and the Ammonites and Arabians that oppofed the 
building of the wall, Neb. iv. 7. Note, The church's enemies 
have horns, and ufe them to the hindrance of every good work. 
The great enemy of the New Teftament church hath feven 
heads and ten horns, Rev. xvii. 3. So that they who endeavour 
to do the church any fervice muft expe£t to be pufhed at. 

2. "We have here the friends of the church aclive, and pre- 
vailing. The prophet did himfelf Eft up his eyes, and fee the 
four horns, and faw them fo formidable that he began to defpair j 
of the fafety of every good man, and the fuccefs of every good 
work ; but the Lord then Jhewed him four carpenters or finiths, that 
were im powered to cut off thefe horns, ver. 2.0, 21. With an 
eye of fenfe we fee the power of the enemies of the church ; look 
which way we will the world fhews us that ; but it is with an 
eye of faith that we fee it fafe notwith (landing : It is the Lord 
that Jhews us that, as he opened the eyes of the prophet's fervant 
to fee the angelick guards round about his matter, 2 Kings vi. 17. 
Obferve thofe that were to fray, or break, the horns of the Gen- 
tiles, and to caft them out were, (1.) Carpenters, or fmiths, 
(for they are fuppofed by fome to have been horns of iron) men 
that had skill and ability to do it ; whofe proper bufinefs it was, 
and who underftood their bufinefs, and had tools at hand to do 
it with. Note, God calls thofe to ferve the interefts of his 
church, whom he either finds or makes fit for it. If there be 

— 

horns againft the church, which fpeak the force and fury of 
beafts, there are carpenters for the church, which fpeaks the 
wifdom and forecaft of men by which they find ways to mafter 
the ftrongeft beafts, for every kind of beajls is tamed, and has been 
tamed of mankind, Jam. iii. 7. (2.) They were four carpenters: 
As many horns, fo many hands to faw them off. Note, Which 
way foe ver the church is threatened with mifchief, and oppofi- 
tion given to its interefts, God can find out ways and means 
to check the force, to reftrain the wrath, and make it turn to 
his praife. Some by thefe four carpenters underftand Zerubbabel 
and Jofhua, Ezra and Nehemjah, that' carried on the work of 
God in defpite of the oppofition given to it. Thofe horned 
beajls broke into God's vineyard to tread it down, but the good 
rnagift rates and the good minifters whom God raifed up, tho' 
they had not power to cut off the horns of the wicked as David 
did, Pfal. Ixxv. 5, 10. yet they frightened them, and caft them 




out. 



When 



it, and others to defend it, and protect thofe that are employed in 
the doing of i t. 



/ 



/ 



CHAP. II 



In this chapter we have, (1.) Another vifion which the prophet faw, 
not for his own enter taimnent, but for his fatisfaclion, ana the 

. edification of thofe to whom he was fent, ver. 1, 2. (2.) A fer- 
?non upon it, in the rejl of the chapter 5 (1.) By way of explica- 
tion of the vifion, Jhewing it to be a prediclion of the replenijhing 
of Jerufalem, and of its fafety and honour, ver. 3, 5. (z.) By 
way of application. Here is, (1.) A ufe of exhortation to the 
Jews that were yet in Babylon, preffing them to hajlen their re- 
turn to their own land, ver. 6 — 9. (2.) A ufe of confolation to 
thofe that were returned, in reference to the many difficulties they 
had to Jlruggle with, ver. 10. — 11. (3.) A ufe of caution to all 
not to prefcribe to Cod, or limit him., but patiently to wait for 
him, ver. 13. 



It 




Lift 



hand, 
he faid 



up 

behold, a 



mine 



and looked, and 



his 



2. 



eyes again, 
man with a meafuring-line in 
Then faid I, Whither goeft thou ? And 
unto me. To meafure Jerufalem, to fee 
what is the breadth thereof, and what is the Jength 
thereof. 3. And behold, the angel that talked with 
me, went forth, and another angel went out to meet 
him, 4. And faid unto him, Run, 



young man, faying, Jerufalem £hall 



fpeak to this 

be inhabited as 



towns without walls for the multitude of men and 

cattle therein. 5. For I, faith the LORD, will 

be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will 
be the glory in the midft of her. 



This prophet was ordered in God's name to affiire the people* 
chap. i. 1 6. that a line Jhould be Jlretched forth upon Jerufalem?* 
Now here we have that promife illuftrated, and confirmed, that 
the prophet might deliver that part of his meflage to the people 
with the more clearnefs and aflurance. 

1. He fees in a vifion a man going to meafure Jerufalem» 
ver. 1, 2. He lift up his eyes again, and looked. God had fhewed 
him that which was very encouraging to him, chap. \. 20. and 
therefore now he lift up his eyes again, and looked. Note, The 
comfortable fights which by faith we have had of God's gocdnefs 
made to pafs before us, fhould engage us to lift up our eyes again, 
and to fearch further into the difcoveries made us of the divine 
grace; for there is ftill more to be feen. In the clofe of the 
foregoing chapter he had feen Jerufalem's enemies baffled and 
broken, fo that now he begins to hope (he fhall not be ruined,. 
But that is not enough to make her happy, and therefore that is 
not all that is promifed : Here is more carpenter s work to be 
done. When David had refolved to cut off the horns of the 
wicked, he engaged likewife that the horns of the righteous fhould 
be exalted,, Pfal. xv. 10. And fo doth the Son of David here; 
for he is the man, even the man Chrift Jefus, whom the prophet 
tees with a meafuring line in his hand, for he is the matter-builder 
of his church, Heb. iii. 3. and he builds exaftly by line and leveL 
Zecharia^took the boldnefs to ask him whither he zuas going? 
And what he defigned to do with that meafuring line ? And he 
readily told him, he was going to meafure Jerufalem ; to take a 
particular account of the dimenfions of it each way; that it 
might be computed what was neceflary for the making a wall 
about it, and that it might appear by comparing its dimenfions 
with the vaft numbers that fhould inhabit it, what additions were 
neceflary to be made, for the receiving and containing, of them ; 
when multitudes flock to Jerufalem (Ifa. Ix. 4.) it is time for her 
to enlarge the place of her tent, (Ifa. liv. 2.) Note, God takes notice 
of the extent of his church, and will take care that whenever fo 
many guefts are brought in to the wedding-fupper, yet ftill there 
fhall be room, Luke xiv. 22. In the New Jerufalem, my Father's 
houfe above, there are many man/ions. ; 

2. He is informed that this vifion means well to* Jerufalem ; 
that the meeafuring line he faw was not a line of confufion, as 
that Ifa. xxxiv. 11. not a line to mete out for definition as when 
God purpofed to deflroy the wall of the daughter of Zion, he fir etched 
out a line, Lam. ii. 8. But it is as when he divided the inheri- 
tance by line, Pfal. lxxviii. 55. The angel that talked with the 
prophet went forth as he defigned to meafure Jerufalem, but ano- 
ther angel went out to meet him, to defire that he would firft ex- 
plain this vifion to the prophet, that it might not occafion him 
any uneafy fpeculations : Run, and fpeak to this young man (for, it 
feems, the prophet entered upon his prophecy when he was young, 
yet no man ought to defpife his youth, when God thus highly 
honoured it). He is a young man, not experienced, and may be 
ready to fear the worfl, therefore bid him hope the befl ; tell him 
that Jerufalem fhall be both fafe and great. 

1 . As fafe and great as numbers of men can make it ; ver. 4. 
Jerufale?n fhall be inhabited as towns without walls, i. e. the inha- 
bitants of it fhall increafe and multiply, and replenifh it to admira- 
tion, fo as to extend itfelf far beyond the prefent dimenfions, 
which now there is an account taken of. The walls of a city 
as they defend it, fo they flraiten and confine it, and keep its inha- 
bitants from multiplying beyond fuch a pitch ; but Jerufalem, 
even when it is walled to keep off the enemy, yet fhall be inha- 
bited as towns without walls', the city fhall be in a manner loft in 
the fuburbs, as London is, where the out-parifhes are more populous 
than thofe within the walls ; fo fhall it with Jerufalem ; it fhall 
be extended as freely as if it had no walls at all, and yet fhall be 
as fafe as if it had the ftrongeft walls, fuch a multitude of men 
(which are the beft walls of a city) fhall there be therein ; and of 
cattle too r to be not only food, but wealth too. for thofe men. 
Note, The increafe of the numbers of a people is a great bleffing, 
is a fruit of God's bleffing on them, and an earneft of further 
bleffings, Pfal. cvii. 38. They are multiplied, for he bleffeth them- 

2. As fafe and great as the prefence of God can make it, ver. 5. 
(1.) It fhall be fafe, for God himfelf will be a wall of fire round 
about it : Jerufalem had no walls about it at this time, but lay 
naked and expofed ; formerly when it had walls the enemies not 
only broke through them but broke them down, but now God 
will be unto her a wall of fire. Some think it alludes to fhephcrds 
that made fires about their flocks, or travellers that made fires 
about their tents in defert places, to frighten wild beafts from 
them. God will not only make a hedge about thern, as he did 
about Job, chap. i. 10. not only make walls and bulwarks about 
them, Ifa. xxvi. r. Thofe may be battered down 5 not only be 
as the mountains round about them, Pfal. exxv. 2. (mountains 
may be got over) but he will be a wall of fire round them, which 
can neither be broken through, nor fcaled, nor undermined, nor 

the foundations of it fapped, n©r can it be attempted or ap- 
proached 
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preached without danger to the aflailants. God will not only 
make a wall of fire about her, but he will himfelf be fuch a wall, 
for our God is. a confuming fire to his and his church's enemies. 
He is a wall of fire, not on one fide only, but round about, on every 
fide. (2.) It fhall be great, for God himfelf xvill be the glory in 
the midjl of it. His temple, his altar, fhall be fet up and at- 
tended there, and his inftitutions obferved, and there then fhall 
the tokens of his fpecial prefence and favour be, which will be 
the glory in the midjl of them, will make them truly admirable 
in the eyes of all about them. God will have honour from 
them, and put honour upon them. Note, Thofe that have God 
for their God, have him for their glory; that have him in the 
midjl of them, have glory in the midjl of them, and thence the 
church is faid to be all glorious within. And thofe perfons and 
places that have God to be the glory in the ?nidjl of them, have 
him for a wall of fire round about them, for upon all that glory 
there is, and fhali be, a defence, Ifa. iv. 5. Now all this was 
fulfilled in part, in that Jerufalem in procefs of time became 
a very flouriihing city, and made a very great figure in thofe 
parts "of the world, much beyond what could have been expected, 
confidering how low it was brought, and how long it was ere it 
recovered itfelf. But it was to have its full accomplishment in 
the gofpel church, which is extended far as towns without walls, 
by the admiflion of the Gentiles into it; and which hath God, 
the Son of God, for its prince and protector. 



6. <ft Ho, ho, co772e forth, and flee from the land 
of the north, faith the LORD : for I have fpread 
you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, faith 

the LORD. 7. Deliver thy felf, O Zion, that 
dwelled with the daughter of Babylon. 3. For thus 
faith the LORD of hofts,. After the glory hath 
he lent me unto the nations which fpoiled you, for 
he that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye. 
9. For behold, I will fhake mine hand upon them, 
and they fAall be a fpoil to their fervants : and ye 
fhall know that the LORD of hofts hath fent 

me. 

One would have thought Cyrus's proclamation which gave li- 
berty to the captive Jews to return to their own land, fhould have, 
fufficed to bring them all back* and that as when Pharaoh gave 
them leave to quit Egypt and their houfe of bondage there, they 
fhould not have left a "hoof behind ; but, it feems, it had not that 
effect. : There were about forty thoufand whofe fpirits God ftirred 
up to go, and they went; but many, perhaps the greater part, 
ftayed behind 5 the land of their captivity was to moft of them 
the land of their nativity, they had taken root there, had gained 
a feitlement, and many of them a very comfortable one ; fome 
perhaps had got eftates and preferments there, and they did not 
think they could mend themfelves by returning to their own 
land ; Patria ejl ubicunque beiie eft. They had no great affection 
to their own land, and apprehended the difficulties in their way 
to it infuperable. This proceeded from an ill caitfe, a diftruft 
of the power and promife of God, a love of eafe, and worldly 
wealth, and an indifferency to the religion of their country, 
and to the God of Ifrael himfelf; and it had an ill effect, for 
it was an implicit cenfure of thofe as foolifh and rafli, and 
given to change that did return, and a weakening of their 
hands in the work of God ; fuch as thefe could not fing 
Pfal. exxxvii. in their captivity, for they had forgot thee, O Je- 
rufalem,. and were fo far from preferring thee before their chief 
joy, that they preferred any joy before thee. Here is therefore 
another proclamation ifTued out by the God of Ifrael, ftridtly 
charging and commanding all his free-born fubjedts, wherever 
they were difperfed, fpeedily to return into their own land, and 
render themfelves at their refpe&ive pofts there : They are loudly 
fummoned, ver. 6. Ho, ho, come forth, and fee from the land of 
the north, faith the Lord. This fitly follows upon the promife of 
the rebuilding and enlarging of Jerufalem : If God will build it 
for them and their comfort, they muft come and inhabit it for 
him, and his glory, and not continue fneaking in Babylon. Note, 
The promifes and privileges with which God's people are blefTed, 
fhould engage us whatever it coft us to join our (elves, to them, 
and cajl in our lot among them. When Zion is enlarged to make 
room for all God's Ifrael, it is the greateft madnefs imaginable 
for any of them to ft ay in Bahylon. The captivity* of a finful 
Hate is by no means to be continued in, though a man be never 
fo eafy upon temporal accounts, no, come forth, and fee with all 
fpeed, and lofe no time! Efcape for thy life, look not behind 
th:e. 

To induce them to haflen their return, let them confider, 
1 . They are now difperfed, and were concerned to incorporate 
themfelves for their mutual common defence, ver. 6. / have 
fpread you abroad as the four winds of heaven ; fent fome into one 
corner of the world, and fome into another, and this has been 
your condition a long time, and therefore you fhould now think 
of coming together again, to help one another. God owns that 
his fcattering them was in wrath, and therefore they muft take ' 



this invitation as a token of God's being willing to be recon- 
ciled to them again ; fo that they kicked at his kindnefs in re- 
futing to accept the call. 

2. They are now in bondage, and were concerned to ajfert 
their own liberty, and therefore deliver thy felf O Zion, flee from 
the oppreflbr, and make the beft of thy way. Let us fee fome 
fuch bold efforts and ftruggles to help thy felf as become the ge- 
nerous, gracious feed of Abraham, ver. 7. Note, When Chrift 

deliverance to 



has proclaimed that 
himfelf wrought out, 



the captives which he has 
it then concerns each of us to deliver our- 
fives, to loofe ourf elves from the bonds of our 7iccks, Ifa. Hi. 2. and 
fince we are under grace, to refolve that Jin fhall not have domi- 
nion over us. Zion herfelf is here faid to dwell with the daughter 
of Babylon, becaufe many of the precious fons of Zion dwelt there - 
and where the people of God are, there the church of God is, for 
it is not tied to places. Now it is not fit that Zion (hould dwell 
with the daughter of Babylon, what communion can light have 
with darknefs? Zion will be in danger of partaking with the 
daughter of Babylon, both in her fins, and in her plagues, and 
therefore come out of her, my people, Rev. xviii. 4. Deliver thy felf y 
O Zion, by a fpeedy return to thy own land, and do not dejlroy 
thyfelf by continuing in that polluted, devoted land. Thofe that 
would be found among the generation of God's children, muft 
five themfelves from the untozuard generation of this world ; it was 
St Peter's charge to his new converts, Acls ii. 40. 

3. They have feemed to be forfaken and forgotten of God, but 
God W4ll now make it to. appear that he efpoufeth their caufe 
and will plead it with jealoufy, ver* 8, 9. It was a difcourage- 
ment to thofe who remained in Babylon, to hear of the difficul- 
ties and oppofitions which their brethren met with that were re- 
turned, by which they were ftill in danger of being crufhed and 
overpowered. And we had as good fit ftill (think they) as rife 
up and fall. In anfwer to this objection, the angel that talked 
with the prophet, that is, Jefus Chrift, tells him what he had 
commiffion to do, for their protection, and the perfecting of 
their falvation, and herein has an eye to the great redemption which 
in the fulnefs of time he v/as to be the author of. Chrift, who 
is Jehovah, and the Lord of hofts, of all the 'hofts of heaven and 
earth, in both which he has a fovereign power, faith, He, i. e. the 
Father, hath fent me. Note, What Jefus Chrift hath done, and 
doth for his church againft his enemies, he was fent and commif- 
fioned by the Father to do. With great fatisfaftion he often 
fpeaks of the Father that fent him. 

~i . He is fent after the glory. After the glorious beginning of their 
deliverance he is fent to perfect it, for he is the finifher of that 
work, which he is the author of. Chrift is fent in the flrft place 
to the nation and people of the Jews, to whom pertained the- glory* 
Rom. ix. 4. And he was himfelf the glory of his people Ifrael* 
But after the glory, after his care of them he is fent to the nations* 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, by the power of his gofpel to 
captivate them and bring them, and every high thought among 
them, into obedience to himfelf. 

2. He is fent to the nations that fpoiled them, to take vengeance 
on them for the wrongs done to Zion, when the year of his re- 
deemed comes, and the year of recompences for the controverfy of 
Zio?t, Ifa. xxxiv. 8. He is fent to Jhake his hands upon them, to 
lift up his mighty hand againft them, and to lay upon them his 
heavy hand, to bruife them with a rod of iron, and dafk them in 
pieces like a potter s vejfel, Pfal. ii. 9. Some think it intimates 
how eafily God can fubdue and humble them; with the turn 
of his hand ; it is but /baking his hand over them, and the work 
is done. They Jl)all be a fpoil to their fervants, (hall be enflaved 
to thofe whom they had enflaved ; and be plundered by thofe 
they had plundered. In Efther's time this was fulfilled when the 
Jezvs had rule over them that hated them, Efth. ix. t. And often 
in the time of the Maccabees : And the promife is further fulfilled 
in Chrift's victory over our fpiritual enemies, his fpoiling princi- 
palities and powers, and making a Jhew of them openly, Col. ii. 15. 
And it is ftill in force to the gofpel church ; Chrift will reckon 
with all that are enemies to it, and fooner or later will make them 
his footftool, Pfal. ex. 1. Rev. iii. 9. 

3. What he will do for his church fhall be an evident proof of 
God's tender care of it, and affection 'to it. He that toucheth you , 
toucheth the apple of his eye. This is a high expreffion of God's 
love to his church: By his refentment of the injuries done to 
her it appears how dear (he is to him, how he interefts IvrnfcW 
in all her interefts, and takes what is done againft her, not only 
as done againft himfelf, but as done againft the very apple of his 
eye, the tendereft part which nature has made very fine, has put 
a double guard upon, and taught us to be in a fpecial manner 
careful of, and which the leaf touch is a great offence to. This 
encourageth the people of God to pray with David, Pfal. xvii, $. 
Keep me as the apple of thine 'eye ; and engageth them to do as 
Solomon directs, Prov.vu. 2. to keep his law as the apple of y 
their eye. Some under ftand it thus ; He that toucheth you, touch- 
eth the apple of his own. eye 5 whoever do you any injury will 
prove in the ifTue to have done the greateft injury to them- 
felves. 

■ 

4. It fhall be an evident proof of Chrift's miffion : Te Jfyall 

know that the Lord of hofts hath fent me to be the protector of his 

church $ that the promifes made to the church are yea and amen 

in 
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in him. Chrift's victory over our fpirkual enemies proves that 
the Father fent him, arid was with him. 



10. % Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion : 
for lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midft of 
chee, faith the LORDi n. And many nations 
fhall be joined to the LORD in that day, and 
fhall be my people : arid I will dwell in the midft 
of thee, and thou ftialc know that the LORD 
of hofts hath fent me unto thee. 12. And the 
LORD fhall inherit Judah his portion in the holy 
land, and fhall choofe Jerufalem again. 13. Be fi- 
lent, O all flefh, before the LORD: for he is 
raifed up out of his holy habitation* 




is, r. Joy proclaimed to the church of God; to the 
daughter of Zion 9 that had feparated herfelf from the daughter of 
Babylon. The Jews that were returned were in diftrefs and 
danger, their enemies in the neighbourhood were fpiteful againft 
them, their friends that remained in Babylon were cool towards 
them, fhy of them, and declined coming in to their affiflancej 
and yet they are bid to fing, and to rejoice even in tribulation. 
Note, Thofe that have recovered their purity, and integrity, and 
spiritual liberty, though they have not yet recovered their outward 
profperity, have reafon to fing and rejoice \ to give glory to God, 
and take comfort to themfelves. 

1 . God will have a people among them : If their brethren in 
Babylon will not come to them, thofe of other nations fhall, and 
fhall replenifh Jerufalem and the cities of Judah ; many nations /ball 
be joined to the Lord in that day, that 2re now at a diftance from 
him, and ftrangers to him. The Jewifh nation, after the capti- 
vity multiplied very much by the acceffion of profelytes to it, that 
were naturalized, and were entitled to all the privileges of native 
Ifraelites, and perhaps they were equal in number : And there- 
fore Paul mentions it as an honour to him which many Jews 
had not, that he was of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrezu of the 
Hebrews* Phil. iii. 5. And this was an earneft of the bringing in 
of the Gentiles into the Chriftian church ; and in that this and 
other like promifes were to have their full accomplishment. It 
was therefore, ftrange that that fhould be fo great an offence to 
the Jews - as we find in the apoftles times, which was promifed 
them as a bleffing in the prophets times that ?7iany nations fhould 
be joined to the Lord. And as there had been one law, fo fhould 
there be one gofpel for the Jlranger and thofe born in the land ; 
whatever nation they come from, when they join themfelves to the 
Lord they Jlmll be my people, as dear to God as ever Ifrael had 
been,. .Note, God will own thofe for his people that with pur- 
pofe of heart join themfelves to him ; and when many do fo, we 
ought to look upon them not with a jealous eye, but with a joyful 
one. Angels rejoice, and therefore fo fhould the daughter of Zion, 
when many nations are joined to the Lord. 

1. They fhall have his presence among them. Sing and re- 
joice, for / come : thofe to whom God comes have reafon to rejoice, 
for he will be to them their chief joy. God will come not to 
make them a vifit only, but to refide with them, and prefide over 
them.; / will dwell in the midjl of thee, ver. 10. and it is re- 
peated, ver. 11. becaufe it was to have a double accomplifhment ; 
(1.) In the dedication of the te?nple, in their regular obferving all 
God's inftitutions there, and God's owning them therein. Thofe 
God dwelling in the midjl of them, that have his ordinances ad- 
miniftered in their purity, and a divine power gorng along with 
them ; with thefe tokens of God's prefence the Jewifh church 
was blefled after this as much as ever. (2.) In the incarnation 
of Chrijl. He that here promifeth to dwell among them is that 
Lord, whom the Lord of ho/is hath fent, ver. 1 1 . and therefore 
muft be the Lord Jefus, who came and dwelt in the midft of the 
Jewifh nation, the eternal TVord that was made fiejh^ and dwelt 
among us. This was the great honour referved for that nation 
in its lafl days ; the promife of it effectually fecured their conti- 
nuance till it was accomplished. They could not be deftroyed 
while that blejjing was in them : and the profpect of it according 
to the promife was the great fupport and comfort to them who 
looked for redemption in Jerufalem. It is promifed that when Chrift 
comes and dwells among them, they Jhall know that the Lord of 
hofts hath fent him ; all that were Ifraelites indeed were made to 
know it ; fuflxcient proofs were given of it by the miracles Chrift 
wrought, fo that they might have known it, and yet there were 
thofe that perifhed in ignorance and unbelief ; that zuould not 
know it, for if they had known it, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. 

3* They fhall have all their ancient dignities and privileges 
reftored to them again, ver. 12. (1.) Canaan fhall be a holy 
land again ; not polluted by fn as it had been formerly, not pro- 
faned by the enemies as it had been of late ; it fhall be an inclo- 
fure again, and not laid in common. (2.) Judah fhall be in -this 
holy land, fhall inhabit it, and enjoy the comfort of it, and no 
longer be loft and fcattered in Babylon. (3.) Judah fhall be God's 
portion which he will delight in, which fhall be dear to him, by 
Which he will be ferved, and in which he will be glorified. The 
No. Ixxvii. 



Judah 



Lord's portion is his people. (4.) God will inherit ^ w 
his portion ; will claim his intereft, and recover the poffeffion out 
of the hands of thofe that had invaded his right. He will pro- 
tect his people, and govern them' as a man doth his inheritance^ 
and will be at home among them. (5.) He will choofe Jerufalem 
again 9 as he had chofen it formerly to put his name there, will 
renew and confirm the choice, and continue it a chofen place till 
it muft refign its honours to the Jerufalem that is from above, 
Tho' the election feemed to be fet afide for a while, yet it Jhall 
obtain. 

2. Here is filence proclaimed to all the world befide, ver. 13* 
The daughter of Zion muft fing, but all flejh mujl be filent. 
Obferve here* (1.) A very awful defcription of God's appearances; 
for the relief of his people. He is raifed up out of his holy habi~ 
tation ; as a man out of fleep, PfaL xliv/23.- — Ixxviii. 65. or as 
a man entering with refolution upon a bufinefs that he will go 
through with. Heaven is his holy habitation above, thence we 
muft expecl: him to appear, Ifa. lxiVi 1. His temple is fo in this 
lower world, thence from between the cherubim he will Jhine forth 9 
PfaL Ixxx. 1. He is about to do fomething unufual, unexpected, 
and very furprizing, and to plead his peoples caufe, which had 
long feemed neglected. (2.) A feafonable caution, and direction 
at fuch a time. Be filent, O all jftejh, before the Lord ; before 
Chrift and his grace, let not flefh object againft the methods he 
takes ; before God and his providence, the enemies of the 
church fhall be filenced, all iniquity fhall flop her mouth; the 
friends of the church muft be filent. Leave it to God to take 
his own way, and neither prefcribe to him what he fhould do, 
nor quarrel with him whatever he doth. Be Jlilly and know that 
he is God. Stand Jlill and fee his fa Iv at ion. See Hab. ii. 20. 
Zephi, i. 7. Silently acquiefce in his holy will, and patiently wait 
the iffue, as thofe that are afliired when God is raifed up out of 
his holy habitation, he will not retreat or fit down again, till he 
has accomplifhed his whole work. 



CHAR III. 



The vifion in the foregoing chapter gave affurances of the re-efla- 
blijhing of the civil interc/ls of the Jewijh nation, the promifes 
of tvhich terminated in Chrift. Now the vifion in this chapter 
concerns their church flat e, and their ecclefiajiical inter efts, and 
affures them that they Jhall be put into a good pa/lure again ; a-nd 
the promifes of this alfo have an eye to Chrijl , zuho is not only 
oilr prince but the high-prieft of our prof e/fton, of tvhom Jofoua 
was a type. Here is, 1 . A vifion relating to Joflnta, as the re- 
prefentative of the church in his time, repre/enting the difadvan- 
tages he laboured under, and the people in him, with the redrefs 
of the grievances of both. (1.) He is accufed by Satan, but is 
brought off by Chrift, ver. 1, 2. (2.) He appears in filthy gar- 
ments, but had them changed, ver. 3, 4, 5. (3.) He is ajlhred 
of being ejlablifljed in his office if he cany hi??if elf well, ver. 6, 7^ 
2. A fermon relating to Chrift, who is here called the Branch, 
who Jhould be endued with all perfidious for his undertaking, Jhozdd 
be carried triumphantly through it, and by whom zve ftjould have 
pardon and peace, ver. 3, 10, 
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N D he fhewed me Jofhua the high pried,' 
Handing before the angel of the LOR 

refift him. 



right hand 



to 



and Satan (landing at his 

2. And the LORD faid unto Satan, The LORD 
rebuke thee, O Satan, even the LORD that hath 
chofen Jerufalem, rebuke thee : 



not this 



brand 



pluckt out of the fire ? 
with 
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and 



1$ not tnis a 
Now Jofhua was clothed 
flood before the angeL 



that flood 



filthy garments, 
4. And he anfwered and fpake unto thofe 
before him, faying, Take away the filthy garments 
from him. And unto him he faid, Behold, I have 
caufed thine iniquity to pafs from thee, and I will 
clothe thee with change of raiment. 5*. And I faid, 
Let them fet a fair mitre upon his head : fo they fee 

his head, and clothed him with. 



a 



fair 



mitre upon 
and the 



angel of the LORD flood by. 
angel of the LORD protefled unto 



garments ; 
6. And the 

Jofhua, faying, 7. Thus faith the LOR D of hofts, 
If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wile keep 
my charge, then thou fhalc alfo judge my houfe, and 
fhalt alfo keep my courts, and I will give thee places 
to walk among thefe that ftand by. 

There was a Jofhua that was a principal agent in the firft 
fettling of Ifrael in Canaan : here is another of the fame name 
very active in their fecond fettlement there after the captivity ; 
27 R Jefus 



Chap. II. 



Z E 




H A R I A H. 



Chap. lit 




Jefus is the fame name, and it fignifies a Saviour ; and they were 
both figures of him that was to come our chief captain, and our 
chief prieft. The angel that talked, with Zechariab Jhewed him 
Jojhua the bigb-prieft ; it is likely the prophet faw him frequently, 
and fpoke to him, and there was a great intimacy between them ; 
but in his common views he only faw how he appeared before 
men ; if he mud know how he Jlands before the Lord, it muft 
be fhewed him in vifion ; and fo it is fhewed him. And fo men 
are really as they are with God, not as they appear in the eye 
of the world. He flood before the angel of the Lord, 3. e. be- 
fore Chrift, the Lord, of the angels, to whom even the high 
priefts themfelves of Aaron's order were accountable. He flood 
before the angel of the Lord to execute his office, to minifter to 
God under the infpection of the angels. He flood to confult the 
orade on the behalf of Ifrael, whom, as high-prieft, he was 
agent for. 

Guilt and corruption are our two great difcouragements when 
we fland before God. By the guilt of the fins committed by us, 
we are become obnoxious to the juftice of God ; by the power of 
the fin that dwelleth in us, we are become odious to the holinefs 
of God. All God's Ifrael are in danger upon thefe two accounts : 
Jofhua was fo here, for the law tnade men priejls that had infir~ 
mity, Keb. vii. 28. And as to both we have relief from Jefus 
Chrift, who is made of God to us both righteoufnefs, and fancli- 
ficztion. 

I. Jofhua is accufed as a criminal, but is jufiified. (1.) A 
violent oppofiiion is made to him. Satan Jl ends at his right hand 
to refift him ; to be a Satan to him, a law-adverfary. He ftands 
at his right hand, as the profecutor or witnefs at the right hand 
of the prifoner. Note, The devil is the accufer of the brethren, 
that accufeth them before God day and night, Rev. xii. 10. Some 
think the chief prieft was accufed for the fin of many of the infe- 
rior priefts in marrying ftrange wives, which they were much guilty 
of after their return out of captivity, Ezra ix. r, 2. Neb. xiii. 28. 
When God is about to re-eftabli/h the priefthood, Satan objecTs 
the fins that were found among the priefts, as rendering them 
unworthy the honour defigned them. It is by our own folly that 
we give Satan advantage againft us, and furnifh him with matter 
for reproach and accufation : and if any thing be amifs, efpeci- 
ally with the priefts, Satan will be fure to aggravate it and make 
the worft of it. He flood to refifl him, i. e. to oppofe the fer- 
vice he was doing for the publick good- He flood at his right 
hand, the hand of adtion, to difcourage him, and raife difficul- 
ties in his way. Note, When we ftand before God to minifter 
to him, or ftand up for God to ferve his interefts, we muft ex- 
pz€t to meet with all the refiftance that Satan's fubtilty and malice 
can give us. Let us then refift him that refifts us, and he fhall 
flee from us. 

(2.) A victorious defence is made for him, ver. 2. The Lord, i. e. 
the Lord Chrift,^ aid unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee. Note, It 
is the happinefs of the faints that the judge is their friend ; the 
fame that they are accufed to is their patron and prote&or, and 
an advocate for them, and he will be fure to bring them off. 
(r.) Satan is here checked, by one that has authority, that has 
conquered him and many a time filenced him. The accufer of 
the brethren, of the .minifters, and the miniftry, is caft out, his 
indictments quafhed, and his fuggeftions againft them, as well as 
his fuggeftions to them, fhewed to be malicious, frivolous, and 
vexatious. The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan. The Lord faid it, 
i. e. the Lord our Redeemer, the Lord rebuke thee, i, e. the Lord 
the Creator. The power of God is engaged for the making of 
the grace of Chrift effectual. The Lord reftrain thy malicious 
rage^ reject thy malicious charge, and revenge upon thee thine 
enmity to a fervant of his. Note, Thofe that belong to Chrift 
have him ready to appear vigoroufly for them, then when Satan 
appears moft vehe7nent againft them. He doth not parley with 
him, but flops his mouth immediately with this fharp reprimand, 
The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan. This is the beft way of dealing 
with that furious enemy, Get thee behind me, Satan. (2.) Satan 
is here argued with. He refifts the prieft, but let him know that 
his refiftance, (1.) Will be fruitlefs ; it will be to no purpofe to 
attempt any thing againft Jerufalem, for the Lord hath chofen it, 
and he will abide by his choice. Whatever is objected againft 
God's people, God faw it, he forefaw it when he chofe them, 
and yet he chofe them, and therefore that can be no inducement 
to him now to reject them ; he knew the worft of them when 
he chofe them ; and his eleclion fhall obtain. (2.) It is unreafon- 
able : for is not this a brand plucked out of the fire P Jofhua is fo, 
and the priefthood, and the people whofe reprefentative he is. 
Chrift has not that to fay for them, for which they are to be 
praifed, but that for which they are to be pitied. Note, Chrift 
is ready to make the beft of his people, and takes notice of every 
thing that is pleadable in excufe of their infirmities* fo far is he 
from being extreme to mark what they do amifs. They have 
been lately in the fire, no wonder they are black and fmoked, 
and have the fmell of the fire upon them, but they are there- 
fore to be excufed, not to be accufed. One can expect no other 
but that thofe, who but the other day were captives in Babylon, 
jfhould appear very mean and defpicable. They have been lately 
brought out of great affliction, and is Satan fo barbarous as to de- 
fire to have them thrown into affliction again i They have been 



wonderfully delivered out of the fire,, that God might be glori- 
fied in them, and will he then caft them off, a^id abandon them ? 
No, he will not quench the fmoking flax, the fmoking fire- 
brand, for he. fnatched it out of .the fire, becaufe he intended 
to make ufe of it. Note, Narrow efcapes from imminent danger 
are happy prefages and powerful pleas for more eminent favours. 
A converted foul is a brand plucked out of the fire by a miracle 
of free grace, and therefore fhall not be left to be a prey to 
Satan. 

2. Jofhua appears as one polluted, but is purified ; for he repre-* 
fents the Ifrael of God who are all as an uncleait thing, till they 
are wafhed and fanctified in the na?ne of the Lord Jefus, and 
by the Spirit of our God. Now ob ferve here, 

1. The impurity wherein Jofbua appeared, ver. 3. He was 
clothed- not only in coarfe, but in filthy garments, fuch as did 
very ill become the dignity of his office, and the fanctity of his 
work. By the law of Alofes the garments of the high-prieft 
were to be for glory and for beauty, Exod. xxviii. 2. But Jofhua's 
garments were a fhame and reproach to him, yet in them he flood 

. before the angel of the Lord \ he had no clean linen wherein to 
minifter, and do the duty of his place.- Now this intimates not 
only that the priefthood was poor and defpifed, and loaded with 
contempt, but that there was a great deal of iniquity cleaving to 
the holy things. The returned Jews were fo taken up with their 
troubles^ that they thought they needed not complain of their fins? 
and were not aware thofe were the great hindrances of the pro- 
grefs of God's work among them ; becaufe they were free from 
idolatry, they thought themfelves chargeable with no iniquity^ 
but God fhews them there were many things amifs in them, 
which retarded the advances of God's favours towards them. 
There were fpiritual enemies warring againft them more dan- 
gerous than any of the neighbour nations. The Chaldee para- 
phrase faith, Jofhua had fons who took unto them wives, which 
were not lawful for the priefts to take and we find it was fo, 
Ezra x. 18. And no doubt there were other things amifs in the 
priefthood, Mai. ii. 1. yet Jofhua was permitted to fiand before 
the angel of the Lord. Tho* his children did not as they fhoul'd* 
yet the covenant of priefthood was not broken. Note, Chrift 
bears with his people whofe hearts are upright with him, and 
admits them into communion with himfelf notwithftanding their 
manifold infirmities. 

2. The provifion that was made for his cleanfing. Chrift 
gave orders to the angels that attended him, and were ready to 

do his pleafure to put Jofliua into a better ftate. Jofhua pre- 
fented himfelf before the Lord in his filthy garments, as an ob- 
ject of his .pity ; and Chrift gracioufly looked upon him zvith com- 
panion, and not, as juftly he might have done, with indignation. 
Chrift loathed the filthinefs of Jofhua's garments, yet did not put 
him away, but put them away. Thus God by his grace doth 
with thofe whom he chufcth to be priefts to himfelf, he parts 
j. between them and their fins, and fo prevents their fins parting 
between them and their God ; reconciles himfelf to the finner, 
but not to the fin. 

Two things are here done for Jofhua, reprefenting a double 
work of divine grace wrought in and for believers. 

(1.) His filthy garments are taken from him, ver. 4. the mean- 
ing of which is given us in what Chrift faid, and he faid it as 
one having authority, Behold, I have caufed thine iniquity to pafs 
fro7n thee. The guilt of it is taken away by pardoning mercy, 
the ftink and ftain of it, by peace fpoken to the confeience, and 
the power of it broken by renewing grace. When God for- 
gives our fins he caufeth our iniquity to pafs from us, that it may 
not appear againft us to condemn us ; it paffeth from us, as far 
as the eafil is from the weft 5 when he fanctifies the nature he 
enables us to put off the old man, to caft away from us the filthy 
rags of our corrupt affections and lufts, as things we will never 
have any thing more to do with, will never gird to us, or ap- 
pear in.' Thus Chrift wajheth thofe from their fins in his ozvn 
blood, whom he makes to our God kings and priefts, Rev. i. 5, 6. 
Either we muft be cleanfed from the pollutions of fin, or we fhall, 
as polluted, be put from that priefthood, Ezra ii. 62. 

(2.) He is clothed anew, has not only the fhame of his filtbi- 
nefs removed, but the fhame of his nakednefs covered, I will 
clothe thee with change of raiment. Jofliua had no clean linen 
of his own, but Chriit will provide for him, for he will not let 
a priefthood of his own inftituting be loft, be either contemp- 
tible before men, or unacceptable before God. The change^ of 
raiment here, is rich, coftly raiment, fuch as is worn on high 
days ; Jofhua fhall appear as lovely as ever he appeared loath- 
fome : they that minifter in holy things fhall not only ceafe to 
do evil, but learn to do well ; God will make them wife, and 
humble, and diligent, and faithful, and examples of every thing 
that is good ; and then Jofhua is clothed with change of raiment. 
Thus thofe whom Chrift makes fpiritual priefts are . clothed with 
the fpotlefs robe of his righteoufnefs, and appear before God m 
that ; and with the graces of his Spirit, which are ornaments 
to them. The righteoufnefs of faints both imputed and implanted 
is the fine linen, clean and white, with which the bride the 

Lamb's wife is arrayed, Rev. xix. 8. 

3. Jofhua is in danger of being turned out of office, but in* 
ftead of that he is re-inftalled, and eflablijhed in his office. «c 
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not only hath his fins pardoned, and is furniflied with grace fuf- 
ficient for himfelf* but as reclus in curia, he is teftored to his 
former honours and trufts. 

1. The crown of the priefthood is put upon him, ver. 5. 
was done at the fpecial inftance and requeft of the prophet, I 
faid, Let them fet a fair mitre upon his head, as a badge of his 
office. Now he looks clean, let him alfo look great : Let him 
be drefled up in all the garments of the high-pfieft. Note, When 
God defigns the reftoring and reviving of religion, he ftirs up his 
prophets and people to pray for it, and doth it in anfwer to their 
prayers. Zechariah prayed that the angels rriight be ordered to 
fet the mitre on Jofhua's head, and they did it immediately, 
and clothed him with the prieftly garments ; for no man took 
this honour to himfelf, but he that was called of God to it. The 
angel of the Lord flood by, as having the overfight of the work, 
•which the created angels were employed in. He flood by as 
one well pleafed with it, and refolved to flaiid by the orders he 
had given for the doing of it, and to continue his prefence with 
that priefthood. 

2. The covenant of the prieflhood is Renewed with him, which 
is called God's covenant of peace, Numb. xxv. 1 2. Mr Pemble 
calls it the patent of his office, which is here declared and deliver- 
ed to him before witnefTes, ver. 6, 7. The angel of the Lord 
having taken care to make him fit for his office, (and all that 
God calls to any office he either finds them fit, or makes them 
fo) invefts him in it. And tho ? he is not made a priefl with an 
cath, that honour is referved for him who is a prieft after the 
order of Melchifedek, Heb. vii. 21. yet being a type of him he 
is inaugurated with a folemn declaration of the terms, upon which 
he held his office. • The angel of the Lord protefted to Jofhua, 
that if he would be fure to do the duty of his place, he fhould 
enjoy the dignity and reward of it. Now fee, 

1. What the conditions are upon which he enters into his 
office. Let him know that he is upon his good behaviour, he 
inuft walk in God's ways ; u e. he muft live a good life, and be 
holy in all manner of converfation ; muft go before the people 
In the paths of God's commandments, and walk circumfpedily. 
He muft alfo keep God's charge, muft carefully do all the fervices 
of the priefthood, and muft fee to it that the inferior priefts per- 
formed the duties of their place, decently and in order. He muft 
take heed to himfelf and to all the flock, A6ls xx. 28. Note, 
Good minifters muft be good Chriftians, yet that is not enough, 
they have a truft committed to them, they are charged with it, 
and they muft keep it with all poffible care 5 that they may give 
up their account of it with joy, 1 Tim. vi. 14. 

2. What the privileges are which he may expecl: and be af- 
fured of, in the due difcharge of his office. His patent runs, 
Ghtam diu fe bene gejferit : Let him be fure to do his part, and 
God will own him. (1.) Thou Jhalt judge mine boufe, i. e. Thou 
flialt prefide in the affairs of the temple, and the inferior priefts 
lhall be under thy direction. Note, The power of the church 
and of church-rulers is not a legifative, but only a judicial power. 
The high-prieft might not make any new laws for God's houfe, 
nor ordain any other rites of worfhip than what God had or- 
dained, but he muft judge God's houfe, i. e, he muft fee to it 
that God's laws and ordinances were punctually obferved, muft 
protect and encourage thofe that did obferve them, and enquire 
into and punifh the violation of them. (2.) Thou Jhalt alfo keep 
my courts, i.e. thoufhalt have the overfight of what is done in 
all the courts of the temple, and fhalt keep them pure, and in 
good order for the worfhip to be performed in them. Note, 
Minifters are God's Jlewards, and they are to keep his courts, 
in honour of him who is the chief Lord, and for the preferving 
of equity and good order among his tenants. (3.) / will give 
thee places to walk among thofe that Jland by, i. e. among thefe 
angels that are infpecters and affiftants in this inftalment. They 
fhall fland by while Joftiua is at work for God, and fhall be as a 
guard to him ; or he fhall be highly honoured and refpected as 
an angel of God, Gal. iv. 14. Minifters are called angels? 
Rev. L 20. They that walk in God's ways may be faid to walk 
among the angels themfelves, for they do the will of God as the 
angels do it that are in heaven, and are their fcllow-fervants, 
Rev. xix. 10. Some make it a promife of eternal life, and of 
a reward of his fidelity in the future ftate. Heaven is not 
only a palace, a place to repofe in, but a paradife, a garden, 
a place to walk in ; and they are walks among the angels, 
in fociety with that holy and glorious company. See £zek. 
xxviii. 14. 



8. Hear now, O Jofliua the high prieft* thou and 
thy fellows that fit before thee : for they are men 
wondred at: for behold, I will bring forth my fer- 
vant the BRANCH. 9. For behold, the ftone 
that I have laid before Jofliua : upon one ftone fhall 
be feven eyes, behold, I will engrave the graving 
thereof, faith the LORD of hofts, and I will re- 
move the iniquity of that land in one day. 10. In 

that day, faith the LORD of hofts, lhall ye call 



every man his neighbour under the vine and under 
the fig-tree. 



mi 
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the promifes here made to Jofhua prefently rife as far upward, 1 
and look as far forward as to Chrift, whofe priefthood Jofhua's 
was now a fhadow of, not only in general as it Jcept up the line 
of Aaron's priefthood, but efpecially as it was the reviving of 
that happy method of correfpondence between heaven and earth, 
to which a great interruption had been given by the iniquity 
and captivity of Ifrael. Chrift Is a high-prieft, as Jofhua was,, 
for finners and fufferers, to mediate for thofe that have been un- 
der guilt and wrath. And it was fit Jofliua fhould underftand 
the priefthood of Chrift, becaufc all the virtue of his priefthiod, 
its value and ufefulnefs to the c/urch, depended upon, and waa 
derived from the priefthood of Ohrift. See 

• r. To whom this promife o.' Chrift is direaed. Ver. 8. Hear 
now, QJojhua. Thou haft heard with pleafure what belongs to 
thy fett, but behold a greater than Jofhua is at hand, hear now 
concerning him ; thou, and the reft of the priefts, thy felbnvs 
that fit before thee, at thy feet as learners, but whom thou afx 
to look upon as thy fellows, for all ye are brethren ; let the hi2;h- 
prieft and all the inferior priefts take notice of this,- for they 
are men wondred at. They are fet for fans, i. e. for types and 
figures of Chrift's priefthood : what Gpd now did for Jolhua and 
his fellows was a happy omen of the coming of the Meffiah pro- 
mifed, and would be fo interpreted with a pleallng wonder by 
all that had underftanding of the times. Or they are men won- 
dered at for their ftngularity, hooted at as ftrange fort of people, 
becaufe they run not luith others to the fame excefs of riot, 1 Pet. 
iv. 4. Or for their ftrange afflictions, and furprizing deliverance 
out of them, as Pfal. lxxi. 7. / elm as a wonder unto Many. They 
are men of wonder, they are a wonder to themfelves, are amazed 
to think how happily their condition is altered. God's people and 
minifters are upon many accounts men wondred at. The high- 
prieft and his fellows here, as the prophet and his children^ 
Ifa. viii. 18. are for figns and for zuondcrs. But mens wonder 
at them will ceafe when the Meffiah comes, as the ftars are 
ectipfed by the light of the fun, for his name (ball be ^called 
IVonderfuL 

2. The promife itfelf, which confifts of feveral parts, all de- 
figned for the comfort and encouragement of Jofhua and his 
friends in that great good work of building the temple, which 
they were now engaged in, An eye to Chrift, and a believing 
dependence upon the promifes relating to him and his kingdom, 
would carry them thro* the difficulties they met with in that, 
and other their fervices. 

I. The Meffiah fhall come. Behold? I will bring forth my fer- 
vant the Branch. He has been long hid, but the fulnefs of time 
is now at hand, when he fhall be brought forth into the world, 
brought forth among his people Ifrael. God himfelf undertakes 
to bring him forth, and therefore, no doubt, he will own him and 
ftand by him. He is God's fervant, employed in his work, 
obedient to his will, and entirely devoted to his honour and 

He is the Branch, fo he was called, Ifa. iv. 2. The branch 



glory. 



Jer. 



of the Lord. Ifa. xi. 1. A braiich out of the ro:ts of Jejfe 
xxiii, 5. A righteous branch, and Jer. xxxiii. 15. The branch of 
righteoufnefs ; whofe beginning was fmall, as a tender branch, 
but in time fhould become a great tree, and fill the earth, Ifa. 
liii. 2. He is the branch from which all our fruit muft be ga- 
thered. 

2. Many eyes fhall be upon him. He is the Jlone laid before 
Jojhua, alluding to the foundation or chief corner ftone of the 
temple, which probably was laid with great folemnity in the 
prefence of Jofhua ; Chrift is not only the branch which is the 



beginning of a tree, but 
a building, and when he 



upon him. The eye of his Father was upon him to take care of 
him, and prote£t him, efpecially in his fufrerings ; when he was 
buried in the grave, as the foundation-ftones are under ground^ 
yet the eyes of heaven were upon him ; buried cut of mens 
fight but not out of God's. The eyes of all the prophets and 
Old Teftament faints were upon this one ftone ; Abraham re- 
joiced to fee Chrift's day, and he fazv it, and tvas glad. The 
eyes of all believers are upon him; they look unto him and are 
faved, as the eyes of the ftung Ifraelites were upon the brazen 
ferpent. Some underftand this one Jlone to have the feven eyes 
in it, as the wheels had in Ezekiel's viflon, and think it notes 
that perfection of wifdom and knowledge which Jefus Chrift was 
endued with for the good of his church ; his eyes run to and fro 
through the ' earth. 

3. God himfelf will beautify him, and put honour upon him. 
/ will engrave the graving thereof, faith the Lord of hojls. Th is 
ftone the builders refufed, as rough and unfightly, but God un- 
dertakes to fmooth and polifli it* nay, and to carve it, fo as 
that it fhall be the hcad-jione of the corner, the molt beautiful ia 
all the building. Chrift was God's workmanfhip, and abundance 
of his wifdom appears in the contrivance of our redemption, 
which will appear when the engraving is perfsfitd. This ftone 
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is a precious Jlone, tho' laid for a foundation, and the graving of 
it feems to allude tp the precious ftones in the breaft-plate of 
the high-prieft, which had the names of the tribes graven upon 
them; as the engraving of a fignet, Exod. xxviii. 21, 22. In 
that breaft-plate there were twelve ftones laid before Aaron, for 
ought appears thofe were loft : but there {hall be one worth them 
all laid before Jofhua ; and that is Chrift himfelf; this precious 
ftone {hall fparkle as if it had /even eyes ; there {hall appear a 
perfection of wifdom and prudence in the oracles that proceed 
from this breaft-plate of judgment : and God will engrave the en- 
graving thereof, he will intruft Chrift with all his elecl, and he 
fhall appear as their reprefentative, and agent for them, as the 
high-prieft did when he went in before the Lord, with the names 
of all Ifrael engraven in the precious ftones of his breaft-plate. 
When God gave a remnant to Chrift to be brought thro' grace to 
glory, then he engraved the graving of this precious flone. 

4. By him fin {hall be taken away, both the guilt and the 
dominion of it. / will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 
When the high-prieft had the name of Ifrael engraven on the 
precious ftones he was adorned with, he is faid to bear the ini- 
quity of the holy things, Exod. xxviii. 3 8. but the law made nothing 
perfect, Heb. x. 1. He bore the iniquity of the land, as a type 
of Chrift, but he could not remove it, the doing of that was 
referved for Chrift that blefled Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the fin of the world ; and did it in one day, that day in which 
he iuftered and died ; that was done by the facrifices offered that 
day, which could not be done by the facrifices of ages before, 
no, not by all the days of atonement which from Mofes to Chrift 
returned every year. This agrees with the angel's prediction, 
Dan. ix. 24, he fhall finijh tranfgrefftons, and ?nake an end of 
fin. And fome make, the engravings wherewith God engraved 
him to fignify the wounds and ftripes which were given to his blefled 
body which he underwent for our tranfgrejjion, for our iniquity, 
and by which %ue are healed. 

5. The effect of all this fhall be the fweet enjoyment which 
all believers {hall have of themfelves, and the fweet communion 
they ftiall have with one another, ver. 10. In that day ye Jhall 
call every man his neighbour wider the vine, and the fig-tree, which 
yield moft pleafant fruit, and whofe leaves alfo afford a refrefh- 
ing {hade for arbours. When iniquity is taken away, (i.) We 
reap precious benefits and privileges from our juftification, more 
precious than the produces of the vine or the fig-tree, Rom. v. i. 
(2.) We repofe our felves in a fweet tranquillity, and are quiet 
from the fear of evil. What ftiould terrify us when iniquity is 
taken away, when nothing can " hurt us ? We fit down under 
ChrifFs fhadow with delight, and by it are flieltered from the 
fcorching heat of the curfe of the law. We live as Ifrael in the 
peaceable reign of Solomon, 1 Kings iv. 24, 25. for he is the 
prince of peace. (3.) We ought to invite others to come te 
partake with us in the enjoyment of thefe privileges, to call 
every man his neighbour to come and fit with him, for mutual 
converfe under the vine and fig-tree, and to {hare with him in 
the fruits he is furrounded with. Gofpel grace as far as it comes 
with power makes men neighbourly : "and thofe that have the com- 
fort of acquaintance with Chrift themfelves, and communion 
with God, through him will be forward to court others to it. 
Let us go unto the houfk of the Lord. 



CHAP. IV. 



In this chapter we have another co?nfortable vifion, which, as it 
was explained to the prophet, had much in it for the encourage- 
ment of the people of God in their prefent fir aits, which were fo 
great that they thought their cafe helplefs ; that their temple could 
never be rebuilt, nor their' city replenijl)ed ; and therefore the fcope 
of the vifion is to floew that God would, by his own power, perfeSl 
the work, tho* the ajjiflance given to it by its friends were never 

fo weak, and the refiflance given to it by its enemies were never 

fo Jlrong. Here is, ( 1 . ) The awakening of the prophet to obferve 
the vifion, ver. r. (2.) The vifion itfelf, of.a candleflick with 

feven lamps, which were fupplied with oyl, and kept burning, 
immediately from two olive trees that grew by it, one on either 

fide, ver. 2, 3. (3.) The general encouragement hereby intended 
to be given to the builders of the temple to go on in that good 
work, afjuring them that it Jhould be brought to perfeclion at 
leafi, ver. 4 — 10. (4.) The particular explication of the vifion 

for the illuflraiion of thefe ajfurances, ver. 11 — 14. 
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ND the angel that talked with me, came 
again and waked me, as a man that is 
wakened out of his fleep, 2. And faid unto me, 
What feeft thou? And I faid, I have looked, and 



with a bowl upon 



die top of it, and his feven lamps thereon, and feven 



my 



pipes to the feven Jamps, which were upon the top 
thereof: 3. And two olive-trees by it, one upon 
the right fide of the bow], and the other upon the left 
fide thereof. 4. So I anfwered and fpake to the angel 
that talked with me, faying* What are thefe, 
lord? 5. Then the angel that talked with me, an- 
fwered, and faid unto me, Knoweft thou not what 
thefe be ? And I faid, No, my lord. 6. Then he 
anfwered and fpake unto me, faying, This is the 
word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, faying, Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my fpirit faith the 
LORD of holts. 7. Who art thou, O great 
mountain? before Zerubbabel thou fkalt become a plain, 
and he fhall bring forch the head-ftone thereof with 
fhoutings, crying, Grace, grace, unto it. 8. Moreover, 
the word of the LORD came unto 



and 



me, laying, 

9. The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the founda- 
tion of this houfe, his hands fliall alfo finifh it; 
thou fhak know that the LORD of hofts hath fent 
me unto you. 10. For who hach defpifed the day 
of fmall things ? for they fliall rejoyce, and fhall fee 
the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with thofe 
feven, they are the eyes of the L O R D, which run 
to and fro through the whole earth. 




is, 1. The prophet prepared to receive the difcovery 
that was to be made him. The angel that talked with him ca?ne 
and waked him, ver. 1. It feems, though he was in conference 
with an angel, and about matters of great and publick concern, 
yet he grew dull and was dropt afleep, as it fhould feem, while 
the angel was yet talking with him. Thus the difciples, when 
they faw Chrift transfigured, were heavy with fileep, Luke ix. 32. 
The prophet's fpirit, no doubt, was willing to 1 ave attended to 
that which was to be feen and heard, but the flefli was weak ; 
his body could not keep pace with his foul in divine contempla- 
tions ; the ftrangenefs of the vifions perhaps ftupified him, and fo 
he was overcome with fleep, or perhaps the Aveernefs of the vi- 
fions compofed him, -and even fang him afieep. Daniel was in a 
deep flcep, when he heard the voice of the angels words, Dan. x. 9. 
We ihall never be fit for converfe with fpirits till we are got 
clear of thefe bodies of flefh. It fhould feem, the angel let him 
lofe himfelf a little, that he might be frefh to receive new difco- 
veries, but then tuaked him to his furprize as a man that is waken- 
ed out of his fleep. Note, We need the Spirit of God not only 
to make known to us divine things, but to make us take notice 
of them. He wakens morning by morning, he wakens mine ear. 
Ifa. 1. 4. We fliould beg of God that whenever he fpeaks.to us 
he would awaken us, and we fhould then flir up ourfelves. 

2. The difcovery that was made to him when he was thus 
prepared. The angel asked him, what feefl thou P ver. 2. ' When 
he was awake, perhaps he had not taken notice of what was pre- 
fented to his view, if he had not thus been excited to look about 
him. When he obfervcd, he faw a golden candleflick ; fuch an 
one as was in the temple formerly, and with the like this tem- 
ple fhould in due time be furnifhed. The church is a candleflick, 
fet up for the enlightening this dark world, and the holding forth 
of the light of divine revelation to it ; the candle is God's, the 
church is but the candleflick-, but all of gold, noting the great 
worth and excellency of the church of God. This golden candle- 
flick had feven lamps branching out from it, fo many fockets, in 
each of which was a burning and fhining light. The Jewifii 
church was but one, and though the Jews that were difperfed, it 
is probable, had fynagogues in other countries, yet they were but 
as fo many lamps belonging to one candleflick ; but now under 
the gofpel, Chrift is the center of unity, and not Jerufalem or 
any one place, and therefore feven particular churches are repre- 
fented not as feven lamps, but as feven feveral golden candleflicks, 
Rev. i. 20. This candleflick had one bowl, or common receiver, 
on the top, into which oil was continually dropping, and from 
it, by feven fecret pipes or paflages, it was diffufed to the feven 
lamps. So that without any further care they received oil as faft 
as they wafted it, (as in thofe which we call fountain inkhorns, 
or fountain pens) never wanted, nor were ever glutted, and fo 
kept always burning clear. And the bowl too was cozitinually 
fupplied without any care or attendance of man; for, ver* 3. he 
faw two olive-trees, one on each fide the candleflick, that were fo 
fat and fruitful, that of their own accord they poured plenty of 
oil continually into the bow], which by two larger pipes, ver. 1-. 
difperfed the oil to lefler ones, and fo to the lamps. So that no 
body needed to attend this candleflick, to furnifh it with oil, it 
tarried not for man, nor waited for the foris of men ; the fcope 
of which is to {hew that God eafily can, and often doth accom- 
pli{h his gracious purpofes concerning his church by his own wif- 
dom and power, without any art or labour of man. And though 
fometimes he makes ufe of inftruments, yet he neither needs 
them, nor is tied to them, but can do his work without them, 

and will rather than it fhall be undone. 

3. The 
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grace, 
many 
feeble. 
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3. The enquiry which the prophet made concerning the mean- 
ing of this, and the gentle reproof given him '.for his dulnefs, 
ver. 4. / an fiver ed and fpa'ke to^ the angel, faying, TVhat are thefe, 
my lord ? Gbferve how refpe&fully he fpeaks to the angel, he 
called him my lord 5 thofe that would be taught mult give ho- 
nour to their teachers 5 he Taw what thefe were, but asked what 
thefe Jigntfied <? Note, It is -very delirable to know the meaning 
of God's manifeftations of himfelf and his mind, both in his 
\vord, by his ordinances, and providences ; w bat mean ye by thefe 
fervices, by thefe ligns ? And thofe that would underftand the 
mind of God muft be inquifitive 5 then Jhall we know, if we follow 
on to know, if we not only hear* but as Chrift ask quejlions, upon 
what we hear, Luke ii. 46. The angel anfwered him with a 
queftion, Knowefl thou not what thefe be ? Intimating, that if he 
had confidered and compared fpintual things with fpiritual, he 
might have guefled at the meaning of thefe things ; for he knew 
that there was a golden candleftick in the tabernacle, which it was 
the priefts con ft ant bufinefs to fupply with oil, and to keep it 
burning for the ufe of the tabernacle, when therefore he 
faw in virion fuch a candleftick with lamps always kept burn- 
ing, and yet no priefts to attend it, nor any occafion for them ; 
he might difcern the meaning* of this to be, that though God 
had fet up the prieft hood again, yet he could carry on his own 
work for and in his people without them. Note, We have 
reafon to be aftiamed of ourfelves that we do not more rea- 
dily apprehend the meaning of divine difcoveries. The angel asked 
the prophet this queftion, to draw from him an acknowledgment 
of his own dulnefs and darknefs, and flownefs to underftand, and 
he had it prefently, / faid, no, my lord; I know not what thefe 
be, Vifions had their fignificancy, but often dark and hard to be 
underftood, and the prophets themfelves were not always aware of 
it at firft. But thofe that would be taught of God muft fee and 
acknowledge their own ignorance, and their need to be taught, 
and muft apply themfelves to God for inftruction. To him that 
gaVe us the cabinet, we muft apply ourfelves for the key where- 
with to unlock it. God will teach the meek arid humble, not ' 
thofe who are conceited of themfelves, and lean on the broken 
reed of their own underftanding. 

4. The general intendment of this vifion. Without a critical 
defcant upon every circumftance of the vifion, the defign of it is 
to affure the prophet, and by him the people, that this good 
•Work of building the temple, fhould, by the fpecial care of the 
divine providence, and the immediate influence of the divine 

be brought to a happy iflue, though the enemies of it were 

and mighty, and the friends and furtherers of it few and 
Note, In the explication of vifions and parables, we 
muft look at the principal fcope of them^ and be fatisfied with 
that, if that be clear, though we may not be able to account for 
every circumftance, or accommodate it to our purpofe. The 
angel lets the prophet know in general that this vifion was de- 
figned to illuftrate a word, which the Lord had to fay to Zerub- 
babel to encourage him to go on with the building of the temple. 
Let him know that he is a worker together with God in it, and 
it is a work which God will own and crown. 

1 . God will carry on and compleat this work, as he had be- 
gun their deliverance from Babylon not by external force, but 
by fecret operations and internal influences upon the minds of 
men. He faith this, who is the Lord of ho/Is, and could do it 
m fcf armis, has legions at command, but he will do it, not by 
human might or power, but by his own Spirit. What is done by 
his Spirit is done by might and power, but it ftands in oppofition 
to vifible force. Ifrael was brought out of Egypt, and into Ca- 
naan by might and power, in both thefe works of wonder great 
flaughter was made ; but they were brought out of Babylon and 
into Canaan the fecond time by the Spirit of the Lord of hojls, 
working upon the fpirit of Cyrus, and inclining him to proclaim 
liberty to them, and working upon the fpirits of the captives, 
and inclining them to accept the liberty offered them. It was 
by the Spirit of the Lord of hojls that the people were excited and 
animated to build the temple, and therefore they are faid to be 
helped by the prophets of God, becaufe they as the Spirit's mouth 
fpoke to their hearts, Ezra v. 2. It was by the fame Spirit that 
the heart of Darius was enclined to favour and further that good 
work, and that the fworn enemies of it were infatuated in their 
councils, fo that they could not hinder it as they defigned. Note, 
The work of God is often carried on very fuccefsfully, when 
yet it is carried on very filently, and without the afliftance of 
human force ; the gofpel temple is built not by might or 
power, for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but by 
the Spirit of the Lord of hofls, whofe work on mens confciences 
is mighty to the pulling down of ftrong holds ; thus the excel- 
lency of the power is of God and not of man. When inftruments 
fail, let us therefore leave it to God to do his work himfelf, by 
his own Spirit. 

2. All the difficulties and opofitioris that lie in the way fhall be 
got over and removed, even thofe that feem infuperable, ver* 7. Who 

art thou, O great mountain ? Before Zerubbabel thou Jhalt become a 
plain. See here, (r.) How the difficulty is reprefented, it is a great 
mountain unpaflable, and immoveable. A heap of rubbifh like a 
great mountain which muft be got away, or the work cannot go on. 

The enemies of the Jews are proud and hard as great rnoun- 
No. Ixxvii. 



but when God has work to do, the mountains that ftand 



here* 



tains ; 

in the way of it fhall dwindle into mole-hills; for fee 
(2.) How thefe difficulties are defpifed, who art thou, O great 
mountain, that thou fhouldft ftand in God's way, and think to 
flop the progrefs of his work? who art thou thdt lookeft fo big; 
that thus threateneft, and art thus feared ? Before Zerubbabel when 
he is God's agertt thou Jhalt become a plain. All the difficulties 
fhall vanifh, and all the objections be got over ; every mowitain 
and hill fhall be brought lozO, when the way of the Lord is to be 
prepared,^ Ifa. xl. 4. Faith will remove mountains, and make) 
them plains. Chrift is our Zerubbabel ; mountains of difficulty 
were in the way of his undertaking, but before him they were all 
levelled ; nothing is to hard for his grace to do. 

3. The fame hand that has begun this good work will per- 
form it. He Jhall bring forth the head-Jl'one, ver. 7. and again, 
ver. 9. The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the fomidation of this 
houfe, be it fpoken to his honour, perhaps with his own hands 
he laid the firft ftone, and though it have been long retarded, and 
is ftill much oppofed, yet it fhall be finifhed at laft, he fhall live 
to fee it finifhed, nay, and his hands JJiall alfo finijh it ; herein 
a type of Chrift^ who is both the author and the finiJJier of our 
faith ; and his being the author of it is an affurance to us that 
he will be the finijher, for as for God his work is perfeel ; has he 
begun, and fhall he not make an end? Zerubbabel fhall himfelf 
bring forth the head-ftbne with Jlofatings, and loud acclamations of 
joy, among the fpe&ators. The acclamations are not huzza's*, 
but grace, grace, that is the burthen of the triumphant fongs 
the church fings. It may be taken, (1.) As magnifying free 
grace, and giving to that all the glory of what is done ; when 
the work is finifhed, it muft be thankfully acknowledged it was 
not by any policy or power of our own that it was brought to 
perfection, but it was grace that did it : God's good-will towards 
us, and his good work in us and for us. Grace, grace, muft be 
cried not only to the headflone, but to the foundation-ftone, 
the corner-ftone, and indeed to every ftone in God's building ; 
from firft to laft it is nothing of works, but all of grace, and all 
our crowns muft be caft at the feet of free grace. Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us. (2.) As depending upon free grace, and 
defiring the continuance of it for What is yet to be done. Grace, 
grace, is the language of prayer as well as ofpraifej now this 
building is finifhed all happinefs attend it ! peace be within its 
walls, and, in order to that, grace. Let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon it ! Note, What comes from the grace of God, 
may in faith and upon good grounds be committed to the grace 
of God, for God will not forfake the work of his own hands. 

4. This fhall be a full ratification of the prophecies which went 
before, concerning the Jews return and their fettlement again. 
When the temple is finifhed, then thou foalt know that the Lord of 
hojls hath fent me unto you. Note, The exact accompli fiament of 
fcripture prophecies is a convincing proof of their divine original. 
Thus God confirmeth the word of bis fervahis, by faying to fern- 
falem, Thou Jhalt be built, Ifa. xliv. 26. No word of God fhall 
fall to the ground, nor fhall there fail one iota or tittle of it; 
Zecbariah's prophecies of the approaching day of deliverance fo 
the church, would foon appear by the accomplifhment of them to 
be of God. 

5. This fhall effectually filence thofe that looked with con- 
tempt upon the beginnings of this work, ver. 1 o. Who ? Where 
is he now' that defpifed the day of fmall things, and thought this 
work would never come to any thing ? The Jews themfelves 
defpifed the foundations of the fecond temple, becaufe it was likely 
to be fo far inferior to the firft, Ezra iii. 17. Their enemies de- 
fpifed the wall when it was in the building, Nch. ii. 19. — iv. 2, 3. 
But let them not do it. Note, In God's work the day of fmall 



inftruments be 
them to bring 
a plain before 
of a mountain 



wea£ 
about 
him, 
with- 



things is not to be defpifed. Though the 
and unlikely, God often chufeth fuch, by 
great things. As a great mountain becomes 
when he pleafeth, fo a little ftone cut out 
out hands comes to fill the earth, Dan. ii. 35. Though the be- 
ginnings be fmall, God can make the latter end greatly to z«- 
creafe; a grain of muftard-feed may become a great tree. Let 
not the dawning light be defpifed, for it will fliine more and 
more to the perfect day. The day of fmall things is the day 
of precious things, and will be the day of great things. 

6. This fhall abundantly fatisfy all the hearty weli-wifhers to 
God's intereft, who will be glad to fee themfelves miftaken in 
defpifing the day of fmall things. They that defpaired of the fi- 
nifhing of the work, fhall rejoice when they fee the plummet in the 
hand of Zerubbabel, when they fee him bufy among the builders, 
giving orders and directions what to do, and taking care that the 
work be done with great exaclnefs, that it may be both fine and 
firm. Note, It is matter of great rejoicing to all good people, to 
fee magiftrates careful and a£Hve for the edifying of the houfe of 
God, to fee the plummet in the hand of thofe who have power 
to do much, if they have but a heart according to it, we fee 
not Zerubbabel with the trowel in his hand, that is left to the 
workmen, the minifters, but we fee him with the plu?mnet in his 
hand, and it is no difparagement but an honour to him : Magi- 
ftrates are to infpect minifters work., and to fpeak comfortably to 
the Lcvitesy that do their duty. 
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7. This lhall highly magnify the wifdom and care of God's 
providence, which is always employed for the good of his church. 
Zerubbabel doth his part, doth as much as man can do to for- 
ward the work, but it is with thofe feven, . thofe feven eyes of the 
Lord, which we read of, chap. hi. 9. He could do nothing if 
the watchful, powerful, gracious providence of God did not go be- 
fore him, and go along with him in it. Except the Lord had built 
this houfe, Zerubbabel and the reft had laboured in vain, P/al. 
cxxvii. 1 • Thefe eyes of the Lord are they that run to and fro 
through the whole earth, that take cognizance of all the creatures 
and all their actions, z Chron. xvi. 9. and infpire and dire£t all, 
according to the divine counftls. Note, We mutt not think that 
God is fo taken up with the affairs of his church as to neg!e£t 
the world 5 but it is a comfort to us that the fame all-wife, al- 
mighty providence that governs the nations of the earth, is in a 
particular manner converfant about the church. Thofe feven 
eyes that run through the earth, are all upon the florie that Zerub- 
babel is laying ftraight with his plummet, to fee that it be well 
laid. And thofe that have the plummet in their hand muft look 
up to thofe eyes cf the Lord, muft have a conltant regard to the 
divine providence, and ait in dependence upon its condu<5r. and 
fubmiffion to its difpolals. 



11, f Then anfwered I, and faid unto him, What 
are thefe two olive-trees, upon the right fide of the 
candleftick, and upon the left fide thereof? 12. And 
I anfwered again, and faid unto him, What he thefe 
two olive-branches which through the two golden pipes 

the srolden oil out of themfelves? 



and 



empty 

he anfwered me, 
thefe be ? And I laid, 
he, Thefe are the two anointed ones, 
the LORD of the whole earth. 



out 
faid, 

No, my lord, 
two anointed 



13. And 
Knoweft thou not what 



14. Then faid 
that ftand by 



length fpeak and not lye. 
what from the former. 



Enough is faid to Zechariah to encourage him, and to enable 
him to encourage others, with reference to the good work of 
building the temple which they were now about, and that was 
the principal intention of the vifion he few, but frill he is in- 
quifitive about the particulars, which we will afcribe not to any 
vain curiofity, but to the value he had for divine difcovcries, 
and the pleafure he took in acquainting himfelf with them. 
Thofe that know much of the things of God cannot but have a 
Jiumble defire to know more. Now obferve, 

1. What his enquiry was. He underflood the meaning of the 
candlefiick and its lamps. It is Jerufalem, it is the temple, and 
their falvation that is to go forth as a lamp that burneth, but he 
wants to know what are thefe two olive-trees, ver. * 1 1. thefe two 
olive-branches, ver. 12. Obferve here, (r.) He ask ed. Note, Thofe 
that would be acquainted with the things of God, muft be in- 
quifitive concerning thofe things. Ask and you fhall be told. 
(2.) He asked twice, his firft queftion having no reply given to it. 
Note, If fatisfadtory anfwers be not given to our inquiries and 
requefts quickly, we muft renew them and repeat them, and con- 
tinue inftant and importunate in them, and the vifion fhall at 

(3.) His fecond query varied fome- 
He fir ft asked what are thefe two 
dive-trees, but afterwards, what are thefe two olive-branches ? 
thofe boughs of the tree that hung over the bowl, and diftilled oil 
into it. When we inquire concerning the grace of God, it muft 
be rather as it is communicated to us by the fruitful boughs of the 
word and ordinances, for that is one of the things revealed which 
belong to us and to our children, than as it is refident in the good 
olive where all cur fprings are, for that is one of the fecret things 
which belong not to us. (4.) In his inquiry, he mentions the ob- 
fervations he had made upon the vifion, he took notice not only 
of what was obvious at firft fight, that the two olive-trees grew, 
one on the right fide, and the other on the left fide of the candle/lick^ • 
fo nigh, fo ready is divine grace to the church, but he obferved • 
further, upon a more narrow infpefHon, that the two olive- 
branches, from which in particular the candleftick did receive • 
of the root and fatnefs of the olive, as the apoftle faith of the 
church, Rom. xi. 17. did empty the golden oil, i. e. the clear : 
bright oil, the beft in its kind, and of great value, as if it were ) 
aurum potabile, liquid gold, out of themfelves through the two golden j 
pipes. Or as the margin reads it, which by the hand of the two \ 
golden pipes empty out of themfelves oil into the gold, i. e. into the '• 
golden bowl on the head of the candleftick. Our Lord Jefus 
emptied himfelf to fill us ; his precious blood is the golden oil in 
which we are fupplied with all we need. 

2. What anfwer was given to his enquiry. Now again the 
angel obliged him exprefsly to own his ignorance before he in- . 
formed him, ver. 1 3. Knowefi thou not what thefe be ? If thou know- \ 
eft the church to be the candleftick, canft thou think the olive- 
trees that fupply it with oil to be any other than the grace of 
God ? But he owned he either did not fully underftand it, or was 
afraid he did not rightly underftand it, I faid, No, my Lord, bow 
Jhould I, except fome one guide me ? And then he told him, ver. 14. 
Thefe are the two fens of oil, fo it is in the original, the two anointed 

ones 5 fo we re^d it 5 rather the two oily ones: That which we 

2 



read, Ifa. v. x. a very fruitful hill is in the original, the hem of 
the fen of oil, a fat and fattening foil, (i.) If by the candle/lic& 
we underftand the vifiblc church, particularly r *hat of the Jews at 
that time, for whofe comfort it was primarilyTficehded, thefe fens 
of oil that fland before the Lord of the whole earth, are the two 
great ordinances and offices of the magiftracy and miniftry, at 
that time lodged in the hands of thofe two great and good men, 
Zerubbabel and Jofhua, kings and priefts were anointed ; this 
prince, this prieft, were oily ones, endued with the gift's and 
graces of God's Spirit, to qualify tfiem for the work to which 
they were called. They flood before the Lord of the whole earth 
to minifter to him, arid to receive dire£tiori from him j and a 
great influence they had upon the affairs of the church at that time; 
their wifdom, courage, arid zeal, were continually emptying them- 
felves into the golden bowl, to keep the lamps burning 5 and when 
they are gone j others fhall be raifed up to carry on the fame work; 
Ifrael fhall ho longer be without prince and priefi. Good magi- 
ftrates and good rriinifters that are themfelves anointed with the 
grace of God, and fland by the Lord of the whole earth, as faithful 
adherents to his caufe, contribute very much to the maintaining and 
advancing of religion, and the ihining forth of the word of life* 
(2.) If by the candleftick we underftand the church of the firfl* 
born, of true believers, thefe fens of oil may be meant of Chrijl^ 
and the Spirit, the Redeemer, and the Comforter. Chrift is riot 
only the Mefliah, the anointed one himfelf, but he is the good 
olive to his church ; and from his fulnefs we receive, John i. 1 6 m 
And the holy Spirit is the unclion or anointing which we have re- 
ceived, x John ii. 20, 27. From Chrift the olive-tree, by the 
Spirit the olive-branch, all the golden- oil of grace is communicated 
to believers, which keeps their lamps burnings, and without a 
conftant fupply of which they would foon go out. They fland 
by the Lord of the whole earth, who is in a Ipecial manner the 
church's Lord, for the Son was to be fent by the Father, and fo 
was the Holy Ghoft, in the time appointed, and they fland by 
him ready to go. 



CHAP. V. 



w 

9 

Hitherto we have feen vifions of peace only, and all the words we 

have heard have been good words and comfortable words. But 
the pillar of cloud and fire hath a black and dark fide towards 
the Egyptians, as well as a bright and pleafant fide towards 
Ifrael ; fo have Zechariah 9 s vifions ; for God's prophets are not 
only his embajfadors to treat of peace with the Jons of peace, but 
heralds to proclaim war againfl thofe that delight in war, and 
perfifl in their rebellion. Two vifions here are in this chapter^ by 
- which the wrath of God is revealed from heaven againft all un- 
godliness and unrighteoufnefs of men. God will do great things 
for his, and very kind ones which the faithful fens of Zion Jhall 
rejoice in, but let the finners of Zion be afraid; for (1.) God 
will reckon fever ely with thofe particular perfens, among them that 
were wicked and profane, and hated to be reformed in thefe times 
of reformation ; while God is /hewing kindnefs to the body of the 
nation, and loading that with his blefjings, they and their families 
jhall not with/landing that lie under the curfe, which the prophet 
fees in a flying roll, ver. r — 4. (2.) If the body of the nation 
hereafter degenerate, and wickednefs prevails among them, it Jhall 
be carried off and hurried away with a fwift dejtruclion, under 
the pr effing weight of divine wrath, reprefented by a talent of 
lead upon the mouth of an ephah, carried upon the wing I know 
not where, ver. 5 — 11. 



1 

lTTHEN I turned, and lift up mine eyes and 
JL looked, and behold, a flying roll. 2. And 
he faid unto me, What feeft thou ? And I anfwered, 
I fee a flying roll, the length thereof is twenty cu- 
bits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits. 3. Theft 
faid he unto me, This is the curfe that goeth forth 
over the face of the whole earth : for every one 
that ftealeth, fhall be cut off as on this fide, ac- 
cording to it : and every one that fweareth, fhall be 
cut oft" as on that fide, according to it. 4. I will 
bring it forth, faith the LORD of hofts, and it 
fhall enter into the houfe of the thief, and into the 
hoqfe of him that fweareth falfly by my name : 
and it fhall remain in the midft of his houfe, and 
fhall confume it, with the timber thereof, and the 
flones thereof. 



We do not find that the prophet now needed to be wakened, 

as he did, chap. iv. 1. being wakened then he kept wakeful after ; 

nay, now he needs not be fo much as called to look about him, 

for of his own accord he turns and lifts up his eyes* This good 

men 
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cxlvii. 15. 
rolls mull 
themfelves 



men fometimes get by their infirmities* they make them the 
more careful and circumfpecl: afterwards. Now obferve, 

r. What it was that the prophet faw ; he looked up into the. 
air, and behold, a Jlying roll a vaft large fcroll of parchment* 
which "had been rolled up, and is therefore called a roll, but was 
now unrolled, and expanded ; this roll was flying upon the wings 
of the wind, carried fwiftly thro* the air in open view, as an 
eagle that (hoots down upon her prey ; it is a roll like EzekieFs 
that was written within and without l , with lamentations and mour- 
ning and wo, Ezek. ii. 9, 10. As the command of the law is in 
writing, for certainty and perpetuity, fo is the curfe of the laiv, 
it writes hitter things againft the finner : what I have written, 
I have written, and what is written remains. The angel to en- 
gage the prophet's attention, and to raife in him a defire to have 
it explained, asks him what be fees ? And he gives him this ac- 
count of it, / fee a flying roll, and as near as he can guefe by 
his eye, it is twenty cubits long, that is ten yards, and ten cubits 
broad, that is five yards. The fcriptures of the Old Teftament 
and the New are rolls* in which God hath written to us the great 
things of his laiu and go/pel 5 Chrift is the matter of thefe rolls ; 
they are large rolls, have much in them ; they are flying rolls, 
the angel that had the everlafting go/pel to preach flew in the midfl 
of heaven, Rev. xiv. 6. God's word runneth very fwiftly , Pfal. 

Thofc that would be let into the meaning of thefe 
firft tell what they fee, muft go as far as they can 
, what is written in the law, how readefl thou ? Tell 
me that, and then thou fhalt be made to underfland what thou 
readefl. 

2. How it was expounded to him. ver. 3, 4. This flying roll 
is a curfi, it contains a declaration of the righteous wrath of 
God, againft thofe finners efpecially who by fwearing affront 
God's majefty, or by flealing invade their neighbours property. 
Let every Israelite rejoice in the bleffings of his country zuitb 
tre?nbling, for if he fwear, if he fleal, if he live in any courfe 
of fin, he lhall fee them with his eyes, but fliall not have the 
comfort of them, for againft him the curfe is gone forth : If I 
he wicked, wo to me for all this. Now obferve here, 

I. The extent of this curfe; the prophet fees it flying, but 
which way doth it fleer its courfe ? It goes forth over the face of 
the whole earth ; not only of the land of Ifrael, but the whole 
world \ for thofe that have finned againft the law written in their 
hearts, only fhall by that law be judged, tho' they have not the 
book of the law. Note, All mankind is liable to the judgment 
of God ; and wherever finners are, any where upon the 
face of the whole earth, the curfe of God can and will find them 
out and feize them. O that we could with an eye of faith fee 
the flying roll of God's curfe hanging over the guilty world, as 
a thick cloud not only keeping oft* the fun-beams of God's favour 
from them, but big with thunders, lightnings, and ftorms ready 
to deflroy them ! how welcome then would the tidings of a Sa- 
viour be, who came to redeem us from the curfe of the law, by 
being himfelf made a curfe for us+ and like the prophet eating this 
roll! The vaft length and breadth of this roll intimates what a 
multitude of curfes finners lie expofed to ; God will make their 
plagues wonderful, if they turn not, 

z. The criminals againft whom particularly this curfe is level- 
led. The world is full of fin, in great variety, fo was the 
Jewifli church at this time, but two forts of finners are here 
fpecified as the objedls of this curfe. (1.) Thieves ; it is for every 
one that Jlealeth, that by fraud or force takes that which is not 
his own, efpecially that robs God, and converts to his own ufe 
what was devoted to God and his honour, which was a fin much 
complained of among the Jews at this time, Mai. iii. 8. Neb. 
xiii. 10. Sacrilege is without doubt the worft kind of thievery. 
He alfo that rob x s his father or mother, and faith it is no iranfgref 
./ion, Prov. xxviii 24. let him know that againft him this curfe 
is directed, for it is againft every one that flealeth. The letter of 
the eighth commandment hath no penalty annexed to it, but the 
curfe here is a fanftion to that command. (2.) Swearers. The 
former againft the fecond table, this againft the firft, for the 
curfe meets thefe that break either table. He that fwears rajhly 
and profanely fhall not be held guiltlefs, much lefs he that fwears 
falfly, ver. 4. he imprecates the curfe upon himfelf by his perjury, 
and fo fhall his doom be ; God will fay amen to his imprecation, 
and turn it upon his own head. He has appealed to God's 
judgment, which is always according to truth, for the confirming 
of a lye, and to that judgment he fhall go which he hath fo impi- 



they fhall all 

the 
with 



fo he that fteaJsj from this fide, (it is the fame word) from this 
place, God Will not fpare the finners he finds among his dura 
.people 1 nor fhall the holy city be a prote&ion to the unholy ; «*fcfr^ 
they fhall be cut off from hence, i. e. fom : the face of the whote 
earth over which the curfe flies. Or,, he that fteals fhall be cut 
off" on this fide, and. he that fwears on that- fide \ u e. 
be cut off one as, well as another, iand both according to 
curfe • for the judgments of God's hand are exactly agreeable 
the judgments of his mouth. (2,) Upon his family.. //. Jhatt enter 
into the houfe of the thief, and him that fivears. God's curfe 
comes with a warrant to break open doors, and cannot be kept 
out by bars or locks. There where the finner is moft fecute, and 
thinks himfelf out of danger, there where he promifeth himfelf re* 
frefhrhent by food and fleep, there in his own houfe fhall the 
curfe of God feize him; nay, it fhall fall not upon hirri only 
but upon ail about him for his fake. Curfid Jhall be his basket and 
his flore, and curfeel the fruit of his body, Deut. xxviii. 17, 1 3. 
The curfe of the Lord is in the houfe of the zvicked, Prov. iii. 33* 
It fhall not only befet his houfe, or lie at the door, but // /ball 
remain in the midfl of his houfe, and diffufe its malignant influ- 
ences to all the parts of it ; /* /ball dwell in his tabernacle becaufi 
it is none of his, Job xviii. 15. It (hall dwell where he dwells* 
and be his conflant companion at bed and board to make 
both miferable to him. Having got pofleffion, it fliall keep ir 3 
and unlets he repent and reform there is no way to throw it out, 
or cut off the entail of it. Nay, it fhall fo remain in it as to 
confume it with the timber thereof, and the flones thereof, which 
though never fo ftrong, though the timber be heart of oak, and 
the ftones hewn out of the rocks of adamant* yet they fhall not 
be able to ftand before the curfe of God. We heard the ftone 
and the timber complaining of the owner's extortion and op* 
preflion, and groaning under the burthen of it, Hab. ii. 11. Now 
here we have them delivered from that bondage of corruption. 
While they were in their ftrcngth and beauty, they fupported fore 
againft their will the finners pride and fecurity ; but when they 
are confumed, their ruins will, to their fat is faction, be ftanding 
monuments of God's juftice, and lading witneffes of the finners 
injuftice. Note, Sin is the ruin of houfes and families ; efpe- 
cially the fins of injury and perjury. JVbo knows the power of 
God's anger, and the operations of his curfe ? Even timber and 
ftones have been confumed. by them ; let. us therefore ftand in 
awe, and not fin. 



5. f Then the angel that talked with tne, went 
forth, and faid unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and 
fee what is this that goeth forth, 6. And I faid, 
What is it ? And he faid, This is an ephah that goeth 
forth. He faid moreover, This is their refemblance 
through all the earth. 7. And behold, there was life 
up a talent of lead : 
in the midfl: of the ephah. 
wickednefs ; and he caft it into the midfl of the ephah, 
and he caft the weight of lead upon the mouth there- 
of. 9. Then life I up mine eyes, and looked, and be- 
hold, there came out two women, and the wind was 
their wines* (for they had wings like the wings of 



and this is a woman that ficteth 

■ 

8. And he faid, This is 



in 



wings, 

a ftork) and they lift up the ephah between the earth 
and the heaven. 10. Then faid I to the angel that 



talked with 



1 1. 

the 



And 



me, 

he faid 



Whither do thefe bear the ephah ? 
unto me, To build it an houfe 



in 



land of Shinar ; and it fliall be eftablifhed, and 



fet there upon her own bafe. 



and eafy, but In this 
and fome think that 



oufly affronted. 

The enforcing of this curfe, and the equity of it. 



3 



/ will 



bring it forth, faith the Lord of ho/Is, ver. 4. He that pronounceth 
the fentence will take care to fee it executed. His bringing it 
forth notes, (1.) His giving it commiffion : it is a righteous 
curfe, for he is a righteous God that warrants it. (2.) His giv- 
ing it the fetting on ; he brings it forth with power, and orders 
what execution it fhall do : and who can put by or refift the 
curfe which a God of almighty power brings forth ? 

4. The effect of this curfe : it is very dreadful, (1.) Upon the 
finner; himfelf ; every one that fleals /hall be cut off, not corrected, 
but deftroyed, cut off from the land of the living: The curfe 
of God is a cutting thing, a killing thing. He fliall be cut. off 
*x on this fide, cut off from this place, e. from Jcrufalem, and 



The foregoing vifion was very plain 
are things dark and hard to be underflood; 

the fcope of it is to foretel the final deftru&ion of the Jcwi/h 
church and nation, and the difperfion of the Jews, when by 
crucifying Chrift and perfecuting his gofpel, they fliould have 
filled up the meafure of their iniquities, therefore it is induftri- 
oufly fet out in obfeure figures and exprefilons, tc left the plai 
Ci denunciation of the fecond overthrow of temple and ftate, 
cc might difcourage them too much from going forward in the 
<c prefent reftoration of' both." So Mr Pemble. 

The prophet was contemplating the power and terror of the 
cur/e which confumes the houfes of thieves and f wearers, when 
he is bid to turn, and he fliall fee greater deflations than thefe 
made by the curfe of God, for the fin of man. Lift up thine 
eyes now and fee what is here, ver. 5. What is this that goeth 
forth ! Whether over the face of the whole earth, as. the flying roll* 

or only over Jerufalem, is not certain. But it feems, 

either thro' the diftance, or the dimnefs of his 



ver. 3. 

the prophet now, 

fight, could not well tell what it was, 



ver. 6. 



but asked, What is ii ? 

and the angel tells him both what it is, and what it 
means. 

1. He fees an ephah-, a meafure wherewith they meafured 
corn; it contained ten omen, Exod. xvi. 36. and v/as the tenth 
part of a homer, Ezek. xlv. 11. it is put for any meafure ufed in 
commerce, Deut. xxv. 1 4. And this is their refemblance, i. e. 

the 
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Chap. VI 




the refemblance of the Jewifh nation, over all the earth, when- 
ever they are now dtfperfed, or at leaft, it will be fo when their 
ruin draws near. They are filling up the meafure of therr ini- 
quity which God hath fet them ; and when it is full, as the epbah 
of corn, they fhall be delivered into the hands of thofe to whom 
God had fold them for their fins : they are meted to deftruaion, 
as an epbah of corn meafured to the market, or to the mill. 
And fome think the mentioning of an ephah which is ufed in 
buying and felling, intimates that fraud, and deceit, and extor- 
tion in commerce, was a fin abounding much among them, as 
that people are known to be notorioufly guilty of it at this day. 
This is a proper reprefcntation of them through all the earth : 
There is a meafure fet them, and they are filling it up apace^ 

See Mat. xxiii. 32. 1 The/, ii. 6. 

2. He fees a woman fitting in the midjl of the ephah 5 reprefent- 
ing the finful church and nation of the Jews in their latter and 
degenerate age ; when the faithful city became a harlot. He that 
weighs the mountains in fcales, and the hills in a balance, mea- 
fures nations and churches as in an ephah, fo exadl: is he in his 
judicial dealings with them. God's people are called, Tlie corn of 
* his floor, Ifa. xxi. 10. And here he puts this corn into the 
bufhel, in order to his parting with it. The angel fairh of the 
woman in the ephah, This is wickednefs, it is a wicked nation, 
elfe God would not have reje&ed it thus $ it is as wicked as 
wickednefs itfelf, it is abominably wicked. How is the gold be- 
come dim/ Ifrael was holinefs to the Lord, Jer. ii. 3. But now 
this is wickednefs : and wickednefs is no where fo fcandalous, fo 
odious, and many times fo outrageous, as when it is found among 

profeffors of religion. 

3. He fees the woman thruft down into the ephah, and a 
talent, or large weight of lead, caft upon the mouth of it, by 
which flie is fecured, and made a clofe prifoner in the ephah, and 
utterly difabled to get out of it. This is defigned to (hew that 
the zvrath of God againft impenitent finners is (r.) Unavoidable, 
and what they cannot efcape, they are bound over to it, concluded 
under fin, and Jhut up under the curfe as this woman in the ephah \ 
he would fain flee out of his hand, Job xxvii. 22. but he cannot. 
(2.) It is infupportable, and what they cannot bear up under : 
Guilt is upon the finner as a talent of lead to fink him to the 
loweft hell. When Chrift faid of the things of Jerufalem's peace, 
now they are hid from thine eyes, that threw a talent of lead upon 

them. 

4. He fees the ephah with the woman thus prefled to death in 
it, carried away into fome far country. (1.) The inftruments 
employed to do it were two women that had wings like thofe of 
a Jlork, large and ftrong, and to make them fly the more fwiftly. 
they had the -wind in their wings, noting the great violence and 
expedition with which the Romans deftroyed the Jewifh nation. 
God has not only winged meflengers in heaven, but he can when 
he pleafeth give wings to thofe alfo whom he employs in this 
lower world ; and when he doth fo, he forwards them with the 
wind in their wings ; his providence carries them on with a fa- 
vourable gale. (2.) They bore it up in the air ; noting the ter- 
rors which purfued the wicked Jews, and their being a publick 
example of God's vengeance to the world. They Uft it up be- 
tween the earth and the heaven, as unworthy of either, and aban- 
doned by both ; for the Jews, when this ^was fulfilled, pleafed 
not God, and were contrary to all men, 1 Thef. ii. 15. This is 
wickednefs, and this comes of it ; heaven thruft out wicked angels, 
and earth fpued out wicked Canaanites. (3.) When the prophet 
enquired whither they carried their prifoner, whom they had now 
in execution, ver. 10. he was told, they defigned to build it a 
houfe in the land of Shinar. Which intimates, that the punifh- 
ment of the Jews fhould be a final difperfion ; they fhould be 
hurried out of their own country, as the chaff" which the wind 
driveth away, and fhould be forced to dwell in far countries, 
particularly in the country of Babylon, whither many of the 
fcattered Jews went, after the deft ruction of their country 
by the Romans, as they did alfo to other countries, efpecially in 
the Levant parts ; not to fojourn as in their former captivity for 
feventy years, but to be nailed down for perpetuity : There the 
ephah fhall be efiablijhed, and fet upon her own bafe. Which inti- 
mates, (1.) That their calamity fhall continue from generation 
to generation, and they fhall be fo difperfed, that they fhall 
never unite or incorporate again ; they fhall fettle in a perpetual 
unfettlement, and Cain's doom fhall be theirs, to dwell in the 
land of fhaking. (2.) That their iniquity fhall continue too, 
and their hearts fhall be hardened in it ; blindnefs is happened 
unto Ifrael, and they are fettled upon the lees of their own un- 
belief : their wickednefs is eftablifhed upon its own bafis. God 
has given them a fpirit of flumber, Rom. xi. 8. left at any time 

they fhould convert and be healed. 




CHAP. VI. 
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The two kingdoms of providence and grace, are what we are all 
very nearly interefted in, and therefore are concerned to acquaint 
ourfelves with, all our temporal affairs being in a neceffary fub- 
jeclion to the divine providence, and all our fpiritual and eternal 
concerns in a neceffary dependence upon the divine grace ; and 
thefe two are reprefented to us in this chapter, the former by a 
vifion, the latter by a type. Here is, (1.) God, as king of nations, 
ruling the world by the mini/lry of angels, in the vifion of the 

four chariots, ver. I — 8. (2.) God, as king of faints, ruling the 
church by the mediation of Cbrifil, in the figure of yofinta the 
high-priefl crowned, the ceremony performed, and then explained 
concerning Chrijl, ver. 9 



l 5 



'•A 



chariot black horfes^ 



fro through 



N D I turned* and lift up mine eyes, arid 
looked, and behold, there came four chariots 
out from between two mountains, and the mountains 
were mountains of bfafs. 2. In the firft chariot were 
red horfes, and in the fecond 

3. And in the third chariot white horfes, and in the 
fourth chariot grided and bay horfes. 4. Then I an- 
fwered, and faid unto the angel that talked with me^ 
What are thefe, my lord ? 5. And the angel anfwer- 
ed, and faid unto me, Thefe are the four fpirits of 
the heavens, which go forth from ftanding before the 
LORD of all the earth. 6. The black horfes which 
are therein, go forth into the north-country, and the 
white go forth after them ; and the grilled go forth 
toward the fouth-country. 7. And the bay went forth, 
and fought to go, that they might walk to and fro 
through the earth : and he faid, Get ye hence, walk 
to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and 

the earth. 8. Thtn cried he upon me* 
and fpake unto me, faying, Behold, thefe that go to- 
ward the north-country have quieted my fpirit in the 
north-country. 

The prophet is forward to receive this vifion, and, as if he ex- 
pected it, he turned and lift up his eyes and looked. Tho 9 this was 
the feventh vifion he had had, yet he doth not think he has had 
enough, for the more we know God and his will, if we know it 
aright, the more defirous we fhall be to get a further acquain- 
tance with God. Now obferve here, 

1. The fight that the prophet had of four chariots drawn by 
horfes of divers colours ; together with the explication of the 
fight, ver. 1 — 5. He did not look long but he difcovered that 
which was worth feeing, and which would ferve very much for 
the encouraging of himfelf and his friends, in this dark day. 
We are very much in the dark concerning the meaning of this 
vilion. Some by the four chariots underftand the four monarchies; 
and then they read, ver. 5. Thefe are the four winds of the hea- 
vens, and fuppofe that therein reference is had to Dan. vii. 2. 
where Daniel faw in vifiion the four winds of the heavens, firiving 
upon the great fea, reprefenting the four monarchies. The Baby- 
lonian monarcny they think is here reprefented by the red horfes* 
which are not afterwards mentioned, becaufe that monarchy was 
now extinct. The fecond chariot with the black horfes, is the 
Perfian monarchy, which went forth northward againft the Ba-* 
bylonians, and quieted God's Spirit in the north-country, by exe- 
cuting his judgments on Babylon, and freeing the Jews from their 
captivity. The white, the Grecians, go forth after the?n into the 
north, for they overthrow the Perfians. The grified, the Ro- 
mans, who conquered the Grecian empire, are faid to go forth 
toward the fouth country ; becaufe, Egypt, which lay fouthward, 
was the laft branch of the Grecian empire, that was fubdued 
by the Romans. The bay horfes had been with the grified, 
but afterwards went forth by themfelves ; and by thefe they 
underftand the Goths and Vandals, who with their vi&orious 
arms walked to and fro thro* the earth ; or the Selcucidse and 
Lagidae the two branches of the Grecian empire. Thus Grotius 
and others. 

• But I incline rather to underftand this vifion more generally* 
as defigning to reprefent the adminiftration of the kingdom of 
providence, in the government of this lower world. The angels 
are often called the chariots of God, as Pfal. Ixviii. 17. 
The various providences of God concerning nations and churches, 
are reprefented by the different colours of horfes, Rev. vi. 2, 4> 
5, 8. And fo we may obferve here, 

1. That the counfels and decrees of God are the fpring and 
original of all events, and they are immoveable, as mountains of 
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brafs. The chariots came from between the two mountains ; for 
God performetb the thing that is appointed for, us : his appoint- 
ments are the great originals, and his performances are but copies 
from them : he doth all according to the counfel of his will. We 
could as foon grafp the mountains in- our arms, as comprehend 
the divine counfels. in our finite underftandings ; and as foon re- 
move mountains ofbrafs, as alter any of God's purpofes; for he 
is in one mind, and who can turn him? Whatever the providences 
of God are concerning us, as to publick or private affairs, we 
ihould fee them all coming from betiveen the mountains of brafs $ 
and therefore fee it as much our folly to quarrel with them, as 
it is our duty to acquiefce in them. Who may fay to God, 
JVhdt dofi thou, or why dojl thou fo ? A£ls ii. 23. — iv. 28. 

z. That God executeth his decrees in the works of providence, 
which are as chariots, in which he rides as a prince in an open 
chariot, to fhew his glory to the world 5 in which, as in chariots 
of war, he rides forth conquering, and to conquer, and triumphing 
over all the enemies of his glory and government. God is great 
and terrible in his doings, Pfal. Ixiii. 3. and in them we fee the 
goings of our God, our King, Pfal. Ixviii. 24. His providences 
move fwiftly and ftrongly as chariots, but all directed and go- 
verned by his infinite wifdom and fovereign will, as chariots by 
their drivers. 

3- That the holy angels are the minifters of God's providence, 
and are employed by him as the armies of heaven, for the execut- 
ing of his counfels among the inhabitants of tbe earth, they are 
the chariots* or, which comes all to one, they are the horfes that 
draw the chariots, great in power, and might; and who, like 
the horfe that God himfelf defcribeth, Job xxxix. 19, &c. are 
clothed with thunder ; are terrible, but cannot be terrified, or 
made afraid : they are chariots of fire, a?id horfes of fire, to carry 
one prophet to heaven, and guard another on earth. They are 
as obfervant of, and obfequious to, the will of God, as well ma- 
naged horfes are to their rider or driver. Not that God needs 
them or their fervices, but he is pleafed to make ufe of them, 
that he may put honour upon them, and encourage our truft in 
his nrovidence. 

4 . That the events of providence have different afpedts, and 

The horfes in the firjl cha- 
riot were red, fignifying war and blood-fhed, blood to the horfe 
bridles, Rev. xiv. 20. Thofe in the fecond chariot were black, 
fignifying the difmaJ, melancholy confluences of war, it puts all 
into mourning, lays all wafte, introduceth famines and pefti- 
lences, and delegations, and makes whole lands to langui/h. 
Thofe in the third chariot were white, fignifying the return of 
comfort, and peace, and. profperity, after thefe dark and difmal 
times; tho* God caufe grief to the children of men, yet will he 
have compaffion. Thofe in the fourth chariot were of a mixt 
colour, grijled and bay ; fome fpeckled and fpottcd, and afli-coloured, 
fignifying events of different complexions interwoven and coun- 
terchanged ; a day of profperity, and a day of adverfity, fet the 
one over-againfl the other ; the cup of providence in the hand of 
the Lord is full of mixture, Pfal. lxxv. 8. 

5. That all the inftruments of providence, and all the events 
of it, come from God, and from him they receive their commif- 
fions and inftructions, ver. 5. Thefe are the four fpirits of heaven, 
the four winds, fo fome, which feem to blow as they lift, from 
the various points of the compafs ; but God has them in his fifils, 
and brings them out of his treafuries. Or rather, thefe are the 
angels that go forth from flanding before the Lord of all the earth, 
to attend upon him, and minifter to him ; to behold his glory in 
the upper world, which is their bleflednefs, and to ferve his glory 
in this lower world, which is their bufinefs. They fland before 
him as the Lord of the whole earth, to receive orders from him, 
and give up their accounts to him, concerning their fervices on 

But when he ap- 
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this earth, for it is all within his jurifdidtion. 
points, they go forth as meffengers of his counfels, 
of his juftice and mercy. Thofe fecret motions and impulfes 
upon the fpirits of men, by which the defigns of providence are 
carried on, fome think, are thefe four fpirits of the heavens, which 
go forth from God, and fulfil what he appoints, who is the God of 
the fpirits of all fief). 

6. That there is an admirable beauty in providence, and one 
event ferves for a balance to another, ver. 6. The black horfes 
went forth, carrying with them very dark and melancholy events, 
fuch as made every perfon and every thing look black, but pre- 
fently the white went forth after them, carrying joy to them that 
mourned, and by a new turn given to affairs, making them to 
look pleafant again. Such are God's dealings with his church 
and people : if the black horfes go forth, the white o?ies prefently 
go after them, for as affiiclion abounds, conflation much more 
abounds. 

7. That the common general afpecT: of providence is mixed 
and compounded. The grified and bay horfes were both in the 
fourth chariot, ver. 3. and tho* they went forth at firft towards 
the fouth country, yet afterwards they fought to walk to and fro 
through the earth, and were di reeled to do fo, ver. 7. If we go 
to and fro through the earth, we fhall find the events of provi- 
dence neither all black, nor all white, but afh-coloured or grey, 
mixed of black and white, for fuch is the world we live in, that 

fcefore us is unmixed. Here we are finging at the fame time of 
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. mercy and judgment, and we muft fing unto God of both, Pfal ci. r<> 
and labour to accommodate our felves to God's will and defign 
in the mixtures of providence, rejoicing in our comforts as tho* 
; we rejoiced not, becaufe they have their allays; and weeping for 
our affliflions as tho' we wept not, becaufe there is fo much; 
mercy mixed with them. 

8. That God is well pleafed with all the operations of his 
own providence, ver. 8. Thefe have quieted my fpirit, thefe black 
horfes which fpeak extraordinary judgments, and the white ones 
which fpeak extraordinary deliverances, both which went toward 
the north country (while the common mixed providences went all 
the world over). Thefe have quieted my fpirit in the north 
country, which had of late been the moft remarkable fcene of 
action with reference to the church, u e. by thefe uncommon 
appearances and- actings of providence God's wrath is executed 
upon the enemies of the church, and his favours conferred upon 
the church, both which had long been deferred, and in both, 
Uod had fulfilled his will, accomplifhed his word, and fo quieted 
his Spirit The Lord is well pleafed for his right coufiiefs fake and 
as he fpeaks, Ifa. i. 24. made himfelf - 
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God did not only at fundry times, but in divers manners fpeak 
in time paft by the prophets to his church. 



of this chapter he fpoke by a vifion, which 
faw himfelf ; 



In the former part 



the prophet only 
here, in this latter part, he fpeaks by a fign, or 
type, which many faw, and which, as it was explained, was an 
illuftrious prediction of the Meffiah, as the prieft and king of his 
church. Here is, 

1. The fignificant ceremony which God appointed, and that 
was the coronation of Jofhua the high-prieft, ver. io 5 n, It is 
obfervable, that r there fhould be two eminent types of Chrift in 
the Old Teftament, that were both named Jofhua, the fame 
name with Jefus ; and by the LXX, and in the New Te- 
ftament, rendered Jefus, A£te vii. 45. Jofhua the chief captain, 
a type of Chrift, the captain of our falvation, and Jofhua the 
chief prieft, a type of Chrift, the high-prieft of our profelfion ; 
and both, in their day, faviours, and leaders into Canaan. And 
this is peculiar to Jofhua the high-prieft, that here was fome- 
thing done to him by the divine appointment, on purpofe that 
he might be a type of Chrift ; a prieft, after the order of Mel- 
chizedek, who was both a king and a prieft. Jofhua was far 
from being ambitious of a crown, and the people of having a 
crowned head over them; but the prophet, to the great furprize 
of both, is ordered to crown Jofhua, as if he had been 



king, 



And as Zerubbabers prudence and piety kept this from bein£ any 
affront to him, as the fetting up of a rival with him ; fo God's 
providence kept the kings of Perfia from taking umbrage at it, 
as raifing a rebellion againft them. In doing what we are fure 
is God's pleafure, as this was, we may well venture mens dif- 
pleafure. 

1. Here were fome Jews come from Babylon, that brought an 
offering to the houfe of God ; fome of the captivity, here named 
to their honour, that came from Babylon, on a vifit to Jerufalem : 
they ought to have bid a final farewel to Babylon, and to have 
come and fettled with their brethren, in their own land 5 and 
for their rcmiflhefs, and indifferency in not doing fo, they 
thought to atone by this viftt. Perhaps they came as ambafla- 
dors from the body of the Jews that were in Babylon ; who 
lived there in eafe and fulnefs ; and hearing that the building of 
the temple went on flowly, for want of money, they fent them 
with an offering of gold and filver, for the fervice of the houfe 
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of God. Note, Thofe that by reafori of diftance, or other wife, 
cannot forward a good work by their perfons, muft, as they are 
able, forward it by their purfes 9 if fome find bands* let otters 
Jill them. 

i. Time and place are appointed for the prophet to meet them. 
They, thought to bring their prefent to the prieft 9 God's ordinary 
minifter ; but God has a prophet, an extraordinary one, ready to 
receive them and // ; which would be an encouragement to them, 
who in their captivity had fo often complained, We fee not 
ftgm^ there is no more any prophet, and would invite them, 
others, to re-fettle in their own land,- which then began to look 
like itfelf, like a holy land, when the Spirit of prophecy was re- 
vived in it. Zechariah was ordered to give them the meeting 
the fame day they came, (for when they were arrived, they would 
lofe no time, but prefent their offering prefently) and to bid them 
welcome, a/Turing them that God now accepteth their gifts. 
He was to meet them in the houfe of Jbfiah, the fon of Zepha- 
niah, who probably was receiver-general for the-temple, and 
kept the treafures of it. They brought their gold and filver to 
be employed about the temple; but God ordered it to be ufed in 
honour of one greater than the temple, Mat. xii. 6. 

3. Crowns' are to be made, and put upon the head of fojhua, 
ver. 11. It is fuppofed that there were two crowns provided, 
one of fiver, and the other of gold : the former (as fome t' 
noting his prieftly dignity, the latter his kingly dignity, 
rather, he being a prieft already, and having a crown of gold, 
.of pure gold already, to fignify his honour and power as a prieft, 
thefe crowns of filver and gold both fignify the royal dignity y 
the crown of filver being, perhaps, defigned to typify the king- 
dom of the Meffiah, when he was here on earth, for then he was 
the King of Ifrael, John 2. 49. but the crown of gold, his king- 
dom in his exalted ftate ; the glory of which, as far exceeded 
that of the former, as gold doth filver. The fun fhines as gold, 
when be goes forth in his firength ; and the beams of the moon, 
when fhe wa/keth in hrightnefs, we call fiver heaths. Thofe 
that had worfhipped the fun and moon, fhall now fall down be- 
fore the golden and filver crowns of the exalted Redeemer, before 
whom the fun fhall be ajhamed, and the moon confounded, being 
both out-fhone. 

2. The fgnification which God gave of this ceremony. Every 
one would be ready to ask what is the meaning of Jofhua's being 
crowned thus ; and the prophet is as ready to tell them the mean- 
ing of it. Upon this fpeaking figh is grafted a prediction, and 
the fign was ufed to make it the more taken notice of, and the 
better remembred. Now the promife is, 

1. That God will, in the fulnefs of time, raife up a great 
higiVprieft, like Jofhua. Tell Jofhua that he is but the figure 
of onethat is to come, a faint fhadow of him, ver. 1 2. Speak un- 
to him in the name of the Lord of hofis, that the man whofe name 
is the BRANCH, fhall grow up out of his place, out of Beth- 
lehem the city of David, the place appointed for his birth, tho* 
the family be a root in a dry ground, yet this branch fhall fpring 
out of it ; as in fpring, when the fun returns, the flowers fpring 
out of their roots, that lay buried out of fight, and out of mind. 
He fhall grow up from himfelf, fo fome read it, propria virttfte, 
fhall be exalted in his own firength. 

2. That as Jofhua was an adtive, ufeful inftrument in building 
the temple, fo the man, the Branch, fhall be the mafter-builder, 
the fole builder of the fpiritual templq, the gofpel church. He 
foall build the temple of the Lord % and it is repeated again, ver. 13. 
Even he fljall build the temple of the Lord: he fhall grow up to do 
good, to be an inftrument of God's glory, and a great bleffing 
to mankind. Note, The gofpel church is the temple of the Lord, 
a fpiritual houfe, 1 Pet, ii. 5. a holy temple, Eph. ii. 21. In the 
temple God made difcoveries of himfelf to his people, and there 
he received the fervice and homage of his people : fo in the gof- 
pel church, the light of divine revelation fhines by the word, 
and the fpiritual facrrfices of prayer and praife are offered. Now 
Chrift is not only the foundation, but the founder of this temple, 
by his Spirit and grace. 

3. That Chrift fhall bear the glory. Glory is a burden, but 
not too heavy for him to bear, who upholdeth all things. The 
crofs was his glory, and he bore that ; fo was the crown an ex- 
ceeding weight of glory, and he bears that. The government is 
upon his Jhoulders, and in it he bears the glory, Ifa. ix. 6. They 
jhall hang upon him all the glory of his Father's houfe, Ifa. xxii. 24. 
It becomes him, and he is par negotio, well able to bear it. The 
glory of the priefthood, and royalty, had been divided between 
the houfe of Aaron and that of David ; but now he alone fhall 
bear all the glory of both. That which he fhall bear, which he 
fhall undertake, fhall be indeed the glory of Ifrael, and they muft 
wait for that 5 and in profpedt of that muft be content in the 
want of that external glory which they formerly had. He fhall 
bear fuch a glory, as fhall make the glory of this latter houfe 
greater than that of the former. He fhall lift up -the glory, fo it 
may be read : the glory of Ifrael had been thrown down, and de- 
preffcd, but he fhall raife it out of the duft. 

4. That he fhould have a throne, and be both priefl and king 
upon his throne. A throne notes both dignity and dominion, an 
exalted honour, with an extenftve power. (1.) This priefl fhall 

be a king 1 and his office* as a prieft, fhall be no diminution to 



his dignity, as a king. He Jhall ft and rule upon his throne. 

Chrift, as a prieft, ever lives to make iiiterceffion for us, but he 
doth it fitting at his Father's right-hand, as one having authority, 
Heir. viii. 1. We have fuch a high-prieft as Ifrael never had, for 
he is fet on the right-hand of the throne of the Majefty in the heavens, 
which puts a prevailing virtue into his mediation : he. that appears 
for us within the veil, is one that fits and rules there. Chrift 
that is ordained to offer facrifices for us, is authorized to give law 
to usw He will not fave us, unlefs we be willing lie fhould go- 
vern us. God has prepared him a throne in the heavens $ and if 
we would have any benefit by that, we muft prepare him a throne 
in our hearts, and be willing and glad he fhould fit and rule upon 
that throne; and to him every thought within us muft be brought 
into obedience. (2.) This king fhall be a prieft.; a priefl' upon 
his throne: with the majefty and power of a king, he fhall have 
the tendernefs and fimplicity of a prieft; who being taken from 
among men, is ordained for men, and can have compafjion on the 
ignorant, Heb. v. 1, 2* In all the acls of his government, as a 
king, heprofecutes the intentions of his grace, as a priefl. Let 
not thofe that are his, then look upon his throne, tho' a throne 
of glory, and a throne of judgment, with terror and amazement ; 
for as there is a rainbow about the throne, fo he is a priejl upon the 
throne. 

■ 

' 5. That the counfel of peace Jhould be between them both. That 
is, (1.) Between Jehovah, and the man the Branch ; between the 
Father and the Son 3 the counfels concerning the peace to be made 
between God and man, by the mediation of Chrift, Jhall be con- 
certed, i. e. fhall appear to have been concerted by infinite wifdo'm, 
in the covenant of redemption ; and that the Father and the Son 
underftood one another perfe&ly well in that matter. Or rather, 
(2.) Between the priefl and the throne, between the prieftjy and 
kingly office of Jefus Chrift. The man the Branch muft grow up 
to carry on a council of peace, peace on earth, arid in order to 
that, peace with heaven. God's thoughts towards us, were 
thoughts of peace, and, in profecution of them, he exalted his Son 
Chrift Jefus to be both a prince and a faviour ; gave him a throne, 
but with this provifo, that he fhould be a priefl upon his throne ; 
and by executing the two offices of a prieft and king, fhould 
bring about that great undertaking of man's reconciliation to 
God, and happinefs in God. Some think it alludes to the for- 
mer government of the Jews ftate, wherein the king and prieft, 
feveral officers, did take counfel one with and of another, for the 
maintenance of peace and profperity in church and ftate, as did 
Zerubbabel and Jofhua now, I may add, and the prophets of 
God helping them ; fo fhall the peace and welfare of the gofpel 
church, and of all believers, be wrought, tho* not by two fe- 
veral perfons, yet by virtue of two feveral offices meeting in 
one ; Chrift purchafing all peace by his priefthood, and main- 
taming and defending it by his kingdom. (So Mr Pemble) 

And his prophetical office is ferviceable to both in this great 
defign. 

6. That there fhould be a happy coalition between Jews and 
Gentiles in the gofpel church, and they fhould both meet in 
Chrift, the prieft upon his throne, as the center of their unity, 
ver. is. They that are far off Jhall come and build in the temple 
of the Lord. Some underftand it of the Jews that were now afar 
off in Babylon, that ftaid behind in captivity, to the great dif- 
couragement of their brethren that were returned, who wanted 
their help in building of the temple. Now God promifeth that 
many of them, and fome of other nations too, profelyted to 
the Jewifh religion, fhould come in, and lend a helping hand to 
thr building of the temple, and many hands would make light 
work. The kings of Perfia contributed to the building of the 
temple, Ezra vi. 8. and the furnifhing of it, Ezra v\\. 19,20. 
And in after-times Herod the Great* and others that were 
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Great, 

flrangers, helped to beautify and enrich the temple, 
a further reference to that temple of the Lord, which the man 

off, fhall help 

to build it, for from. among them God will raife up minifters, 
that fhall be workers together with Chrift about that building; 
and all the Gentile converts fhall be flones added to this building, 
fo that it fhall grow up to a . holy temple, Eph. ii. 20, 21, zz. 
When God's temple is to be built, he can fetch in thofe that 
are afar off, and employ them in the building of it. 

7. That the accomplifhment of this would be a mighty con- 
firmation of the truth of God's word. Ye fijall know that the 
Lord of hofis hath fent me unto you. That promife, that thofe 
that were afar off fhould come and affift them in building the 
temple of the Lord, was as it were the giving of them a fign ; 
by this they might be affured ' that the other promifes fhould be 
fulfilled in due time, this fhould be fulfilled now very fpeedily ; 
it was fo 5 for thofe that had been their enemies and accufers, 
in obedience to the king's edicl:, became their helpers, and did fpee- 
dily what they were ordered to do for the furtherance of the 
work, and by that means the work went on and was finijhed, 
fee Ezra vi. 13, 24. Now by this furprizing affiftance which 
they had from afar off in building the temple, they might know 
that Zechariah who told them of it before was fent of God, and 
therefore his word concerning the man, the Branch, fhould be 
fulfilled. 
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8. That thefe promifes .were ftrong obligations to obedience ; 
for this fhall come to pafs, you fhall have help in building the 
temple, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God. 
You fhall have the help of foreigners in building the temple, if 
you Will but fet about it in good earneft yourfelves. The affiftance 
of others, inftead of being an excufe for our flothfulnefs, fhould 
be a fpur to our induftry You fhall have the benefit and com- 
fort of all thofe promifes, if you make confeience of your duty. 
They mufi know that they are upon their good behaviour $ and 
though their God is coming towards them in a way of mercy, 
they cannot expedt him to proceed in it, unlels they conform 
to his laws. Note, That which God requires of us to qualify 
us for his favour, is obedience to his revealed will ; and it muft 
be a diligent obedience : We cannot obey the voice of God with- 
out a great deal of care and pains, nor will our obedience be ac- 
cepted of God unlefs it be laboured by us. : 

3. The provifion that was made to preferve the remembrance 
of this. "The crowns that were ufed in this folemnity were not 
given to Jofhua, but muft be kept for a memorial in the temple of 
the Lor d, ver. 14.T Either they were laid up in the temple trea- 
fury, or (as the Jews tradition is) they were hung up in the 
windows of the temple in the view of all, in perpetuam rei me- 
moriam 5 for a traditional evidence of the promife of the Mef- 
fiah, and this typical tranfaflion ufed for the confirmation of that 
promife. The crowns were delivered to them who found the ma- 
terials (and fome think their names were engraven on the crowns) 
to be prefcrved as a publick teftimony of their pious liberality, 
and an encouragement to others in like manner to bring prefents 
to the houfe of God. Note, Various means were ufed for the 
fupport of the faith of the Old Teftament faints, who waited 

for the confolation of Ifrael, till the time, the fet time, for it 
came. 



CHAP. VII, 



We have done with the vifions, but not with the revelations of this 
hook ; the prophet fees no more fuch figns as he had feen, but fill 
the word of the Lord came to him. In this chapter we have, 
(1.) A cafe of confeience propofed to the prophet by the children 
ef the captivity concerning fafling 3 whether they fhould continue 
their folemn fajis which they had religioufy obferved during the 
feventy years of their captivity, ver. 1 — 3. (2,) The anfwer to 
this queflion ; which is given in this and the next chapter : And 
this anfwer" was given not all at once but by piece-meal, and^ it 
Jhould feem, at fever a I times, for here are four diftincl difcourfes 
that have all of them reference to this cafe, each of them prefaced, 
with the word of the Lord came, in this chapter, ver. 4 — S. 
and chap. viii. I, 18. And the method of them is very obferva- 
hie : In this chapter, ( 1 . ) The prophet jharply reproves them for 
the mi/managements of their fa/Is, ver. 4, 7. (2.) He exhorts 
them to reform their lives, which would be the heft way of fafl- 
ing, and to take heed of thofe fins which brought thofe judgments 
upon them, which they kept thefe fa/Is in memory of, ver. 8 — 14. 
And then in the next chapter having fearched the wound, he binds 
it up, and heals it with gracious affurances of great mercy God 
had yet in flore for them, by which he would turn their fafts into 

feajls. 



A 



N D it came to pafs in the fourth year of 
king Darius, that the word of the LORD 
came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth 
month, even in Chifleu ; 2. When they had fent unto 
the houfe of God, Sherezer, and Regem-melech, and 
their men to pray before the LORD, 3. And to 
fpeak. unto the priefts which were in the houfe of 
the LORD of hofts, and to the prophets, faying, 
Should I weep in the fifth month, feparating ray- 
felf, as I have done thefe fo many years ? 4. <([ Then 
came the word of the LORD of hofts unto me, 
faying, 5. Speak unto all the people of the land, 
and to the priefts, faying, When ye failed and 
mourned in the fifth and feventh month, even thofe 
feventy years, did ye at all faft unto me, even to 
me ? 6. And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, 
did not ye. eat for yourfelves, and drink for yourfelves ? 
7. Should ye not hear the words which the LORD 
hath cried by the former prophets, when Jerufalem 
was inhabited, and in profpericy, and the cities 
thereof round about her, when men inhabited the 
fouth and the plain ? 



after the former, m which he gave them an account of his vi' 

S aS \ PP T r t h l co , m P arin S *? date of this, ver. 1 . in th* 
ninth month of the fourth year of Darius, with the date of that* 

««?'♦!.' I'*? ? he - . ighth . month of the fecond y ear of Darius & 
?u \ u ? e S£ amh w as idle all that while, it is exprefsly faid 
that he and ^ Haggai continued prophefying till the temple was fi- 
niihed in tne fixth year of Darius, Ezra vi. 14. But during 

tVi^ he , dld not preach any fermon that was afterwards 
pubhfhed, and left upon record as this here ; God may be ho- 
noured, his work done, and his interefts-ferved by word of mouth 
as well as by writing ; arid by inculcating and preffing what 

here w?hlve g ^ ** ™ llas by advancin S fomething new. Now 



1. 



God concerning his mind. 



This occafional fermori which the prophet preached, and which 
is recorded in this and the next chapter, was above two years 



A cafe propofed concerning fafting. Some perfons were fent 
to enquire of the priefts and prophets whether they fhould con- 
tinue to obferve their yearly fafts, particularly that in the fifth 
month, as they had done. Whether the cafe was put by thofe 
that yet remained in Babylon, who being deprived of the benefit 
of the folemn feafts which God's ordinance appointed them, 
made up the want by the folemn fafts which God's providences 
called them to ; or by thofe that were returned but lived in the 
country, as fome rather incline to think, becaufe they are called 
the people of the land, ver. 5. But as to that, the anfwer givea 
to the meffengers of the captive Jews, might be direfted not to 
them only, but to all the people. Obferve, 

1. Who they were that came with this enquirv. Sharezer 

and Regem-melech ; perfons of fome rank and figure ; for they 

came with their men, and did not think it below them, or any 

difparagement to them, to be fent on this errand, but rather an 

addition to their honour to be, (1.) Attendants in God's houfe, 

there to do duty, and receive orders. The greateft of men are 

lefs than the leaft of the ordinances of Jefus Chrift. (2.) Agents 

for God's people to negotiate their affairs. Men of eftates having 

more leifure than men of bufinefs, ought to employ their time in 

the fervice of the publick, and by doing good they make themfelves 

trufy great ; the meffengers of the churches were the glory of Chrift, 
2 Cor. viii. 23. 

2. What the errand was upon which they came. They were 
fent perhaps, not with gold and fiver, as thofe, chap. vi. 10, n. 
or if they were, that is not mentioned, but upon the two great 
errands which fhould bring us all to the houfe of God, (1.) To 
intercede with God for his mercy. They were fent to pray before 
the Lord, and fome think (according to the ufage then) to offer 
facrifice, with which they offered up their prayers. The Jews 
in captivity prayed towards the temple, as appears Dan. vi. 10. 
but now it was in z fair way to be rebuilt, they fent their repre- 
fentatives to pray in it, remembering what God had faid that his 
houfe fhould be called a houfe of prayer for all people, lfa. lvi. 7. 
In prayer we muft fet ourfelves as before the Lord, muft fee his 
eye upon us, and have our eye up to him. (2.) To enquire of 

Note, When we ofter up our requefts 
to God, it muft be with a readinefs to receive inftru&ions from 
him; Tor if we turn away our ear from hearing his law, we can- 
. not expe£t that our prayers fhould be acceptable to him. We 
muft therefore defire to dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the 
days of our life, that we may enquire there, Pfal. xxv.ii. 4. to ask 

not only, Lord, what wilt thou do for me ? but, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ? 

3. Whom they confnlted : They fpoke to the priefts that were 
in the houfe of the Lord, and to the prophets-, the former were 
an oracle for ordinary cafes, the latter for extraordinary ; they 
were bleffed with both, and would try if either could acquaint 
them with the mind of God in this cafe. Note, God having 
given diverfities of gifts to men, and all to profit with, we 
fhould make ufe of all as there is occafion. They were not fo 
wedded to the priefts, their ftated minifters, as to diftruft the 
prophets who appeared, by the gifts given them, well qualified , to 
ferve the church ; nor yet were they fo much enamoured with 
the prophets as to defpife the priefts, but they fpoke both to the 
priefts,. and to the prophets : and in confulting both gave glory to 
the God of Ifrael, and that one Spirit who worketh all in all. 
God might fpeak to them either by urim, or by prophets, 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 6. and therefore they would not neglect either. The priefts 
and the prophets were not jealous one of another, nor had any 
difference among themfelves, let not the people then make dif- 
ferences between them, but thank God they had both. The 
prophets did indeed reprove what was amifs in the priefts, but at 
the fame time told the people, that the priefts lips fhould keep 
kuowledge, and they muft enquire the law at his mouth, for he is 
the meffenger of the Lord of hofts, Mai. ii. 7. Note, Thofe th^t 
would know God's mind fhould confult God's minifters, and in 
doubtful cafes ask advice of thofe, whofe fpecial bufinefs it is to 

fearch the fcriptures. 

4. What the cafe was which they defired fatisfa&ion in, ver. 3. 
Should I weep in the fifth month, feparating myfelf as I have done 
thefe fo many years. Obferve, 1. What had been their paft prac- 
tice, not only during the feventy years of the captivity, but to 
this time which was twenty years after the liberty proclaimed 
them ; they kept up foIemn,ftated fafts for humiliation and prayer, 
which they religioufly obferved, according as their opportunities 

were, in their clofets, families, or fuch aflemblies for worfhip as 

they 
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they had. . In the cafe here they mention only one, that of the 
fifth month, but it appears by chap. via. 1 9. that they obferved 
four anniverfary fafts. One in the fourth month, {June 17.) in 
, remembrance of the breaking up of the wall of Jemfalem, Jer. 
lii. 6> Another in the fifth momh, {July 4.) in remembrance of 
of the burning of the temple, Jer. lii. 12, 13, Another in the 
feventh month, {September 3.) in remembrance of the killing of 
Gedaliah, which compleated their difperfion 5 and another in the 
tenth month, {December 10.) in remembrance of the beginning 
of the fiege. of Jerufalem, 2 Kings xxv. 1. Now it was very 
commendable in them to keep thofe fafts, thus to humble them- 
selves under thofe humbling providences, by which God called 
them to weeping and mourning ; "thus to accommodate them- 
felves to their troubles, and prepare themfelves for deliverance. 
It would likewife be a means of poflefling their children betimes 
with a due fenfe of the hand of the Lord gone out againft 

them. 

5. What was their prefent doubt. Whether they ftiould con- 
tinue thefe fafts or no? The cafe is put as by a fingle perfon, 
Jhould I weep ? But it was the cafe of many, and the fatisfa&ioh 
of one would be a fatisfacYton to the reft ; or, perhaps many had 
left it off, but the querift will not be determined by the practice 
of others, if God will have him continue it, he will whatever 
others do. His fafting is defcribed by his weepings feparating him- 
felfi A religious faft muft. be folemnized, not only by abfti- 
nence, here called a feparating ourfelves from the ordinary, law- 
ful comforts of life, but by a godly forrow for fin, here expreffed 
by weeping. Should I ftill keep fuch days to affiitl the foul as I-have 
done thefe fo many years. It is faid, ver. 5. to be feventy years com- 
puted from the laft captivity, as before, chap. i. 12. The inquiry- 
intimates a readinefs to continue it, if God fo appoint, though it 
be a mortification to the flefh. (1.) Something is to be faid for 
the continuance of thefe fafts ; fafting and praying is good work 
at any time, and doth good ; we have always both caufe enough 
and need enough to humble ourfelves before God. To throw off" 
thefe fafts would be an evidence of their being too fecure, and a 
caufe of their being more fo. They were ftill in diftrefs and un- 
der the tokens of God's difpleafure, and it is unwife for the pa- 
tient to break off his courfe of phyfick, while he is fenfible of fuch 
remains of his diftemper. But, (2.) There is fomething to be 
faid for the letting fall of thefe falls. God had changed the me- 
thod of his providences concerning them, and was returned in 
ways of mercy to them, and ought not they then to change the 
method of their duties ? Now the bridegroom is returned, why 
ihould the children of the bride-chamber fajl ? Every thing is 
beautiful in its feafon. And as to the faft of the fifth month, 
which is that they particularly enquire of, that being kept in 
in remembrance of the burning of the temple, might feem to 
be fuperfeded rather than any of the other, becaufe the temple was 
now in a fair way to be rebuilt. But having long kept up this 
faft, they would not Jeave it off without advice, and without 
asking and knowing God's mind in the cafe. Note, A good 
method of religious fervices which we have found beneficial to 
ourfelves and others, ought not to be altered without good reafon, 
and therefore not without mature deliberation. 

2. An anfwer given to this cafe. And it ftiould feem though 
the queftion looked plaufible enough they that propofed it were 
not confeientious in it, for they were more concerned about the 
ceremony than about the fubftance ; they feemed to boaft of their 
fafting, and to upbraid God Almighty with it, that he had not 
fooner returned in mercy to them, for we have done it thefe fo 
many years. As thofe, Jfa. Iviii. 3. Wherefore have we fajled 9 and 
thou feeft not ? And fome think that an unbelief and diftruft of 
the promifes of God was at the bottom of their enquiry, for if 
they had given them the credit that was due to them, they needed 
not to doubt but that their fafts ought to be laid afide, now the 
occafion of them was over. 

And therefore the firft anfwer to their enquiry is a very fharp 
reproof of their hypocrify, directed not only to the people of the 
land* but to the pri?Jls y who had fet up thefe fafts, and perhaps 
fome of them were for keeping them up to ferve fome purpofe of 
their own. Let them all take notice that whereas they thought 
they had made God very much their debtor by thefe fafts, they 
were much miftaken, for they were not acceptable to him, un- 
Jefs they had been obferved in a better manner, and to better pur- 
pofe. 

1. TJ^hat they did that was good was not done aright l , ver. 5. 
You fajled and ?nourned> they were not chargeable with the omif- 
fion or neglect of the duty, though it was difpleafing to the 
body, thy fafts were continually before me, Pfal. 1. 8. but they had 
not managed them aright. Note, Thofe that come to enquire of 
their duty muft be willing firft to be told of their faults. And 
thofe that feem zealous for the outfide of a duty ought to exa- 
mine themfelves faithfully whether they have the regard they 
ought to have to the infide of it. 

(: .) They had not an eye to God in their fafting. Did ye at 
all fajl unto me 9 even to me ? He appeals to their own confeiences, 
they will witnefs againft them, that they had not been fincere in 
it, much more will God, who is greater than the heart, and 
knows all things. You know very well you did not at all faft to 

m » in fifling did you fajt to me ? There was the carcafe and 

3 
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form of the duty, but none of. the life, and foul, and power of 
it. Was it to me, even to me? The repetition intimates what 
a great deal of ftrefs is laid upon this as the main matter, in that 
and other exercifes that they be done to God 9 even to him 9 with an 
eye to his word as our rule, and his glory as our end in them 
feeking to pleafe him and to obtain his favour, and ftudious by 
the fincerity of our intentions to approve ourfelves to him. When 
this was wanting every faft was but a jeft. To. faft, and not faft 
to God 9 was to mock him, and provoke him, and could not be 
pleafing to him. Thofe that make fafting a cloke for fin, as Je- 
zebel's faft, or by it make their court to men for their applaufe, 
as the Pharifees, or that reft in outward expreffions of humilia- 
tion, "While their hearts are unhumbled, as Ahab, do they faft to 
God 9 even to him? Is this the fajl that God hath chofen? Ifa % 
Iviii. 5. If the Solemnities of our. fafting, though frequent, long, 
and fevere, do not ferve to put an edge upon devout affections, 
to quicken prayer, to in creafe godly forrow, and to alter the 
temper of our minds, and the courfe of our lives- for the better, 
they do not at all anfwer the intention, and God will not accept 
them as performed to him, even to him. 

(2.). They had the fame eye to themfelves in their fafting, that 
they had in their eating and drinking, ver. 6. TVhen ye did eat 9 
and when ye did drink on other days, nay, perhaps on your faft- 
days, in the obfervation of which- you could, when you faw 
caufe, difpenfe with yourfelves, and take a liberty to ear and drink, 
and did ye not eat for yourfelves, and drink for yourfelves? Have 
you not alwavs done as you had a mind yourfelves ? Why then 
do you now pretend a defire to know the mind of God ? In your 
religious feafts and thankfgivings you had no more an eye to God 
than in your fafts. Or rather it refers to their common meals; 
they did no more defign the honour of God in their fafting and 
praying, than they did in their eating and drinking; bur felf was 
ftill the center in which the lines of all their actions natural, civil, 
and religious, met. They needed not be in fuch care about the 
continuance of their fafts,unle(s they had kept them better. Note, 
We mifs our end in eating and drinking when we eat to our- 
felves, and drink to ourfelves, whereas we fhould eat and drink 
to the glory of God y 1 Cor. 13. that our bodies may be fit to 
ferve our fouls in his fervice. 

2. The principal good thing they fhould have done was left un~ 

done* ver. 7. Should ye not hear the words which the Lord has 
cried by the former prophets ? Yes, that you ftiould have done on 
your faft-days ; it was not enough to weep and feparate yourfelves 
on your faft-days, in token of your forrow for the judgments you 
were under, but you fhould have fearched the fcriptures, of the 
prophets, that you might have feen what was the ground of God's 
controverfy with your fathers, and might have taken warning 
by their miferies not to tread in the fteps of their iniquities. You 
ask, fhall you do as you have done in fafting? No, you muft do 
that which you have not yet done, you muft repent of your 
fins, and reform your lives, that is it that we now call you to, 
and it is the fame that the former prophets called your fathers 
to. To affeft them the more with the mifchief that fin had 
done them, that they might be brought to repent of it, he puts 
them in mind of the former flourifhing eftate of their country ; 
Jerufalem was then inhabited, and in profperity, that is now 
defolate and in diftrefs , the cities round about that are now in 
ruins were then inhabited too and in peace ; the country likewife 
Was very populous. Men inhabited the fouth of the plain, which 
was not at all fortified* and yet they lived fafely, and which was 
fruitful* and fo they lived plentifully ; but then God by the pro- 
phets cried to them, as one in earneft, and importunate with them, 
to amend their ways and doings, or elfe their profperity would 
foon be at an end. Now, faith the prophet, you fhould have 
taken notice of that and have inferred, that what was required of 
them for the preventing of the judgments, and which they did 
not, is required of you for the removal of the judgments, and 
if you do it not, all your fafting and weeping fignifies nothing 
Note, The words of the late prophets agree with thofe of the 
former ; and whether people are in profperity or adverfity they 
muft be called upon to leave their fins, and do their duty ; this 
muft ftill be the burthen of every fong. 



8. ^ And the word of the LORD came unto 
Zechariah, faying, 9. Thus fpeaketh the LORD 
of hofts, faying, Execute true judgment, and fhew 
mercy and companion every man to his brother. 

10. And opprefs not the widow, nor the fatherl efs, 
the ftranger, nor the poor, and let none of you 
imagine evil againft his brother in your hearc. 

11. But they refufed to hearken, and pulled away 
the fhoulder, and Hopped their ears, that they 
Ihould not hear. 12. Yea, they made their hearts as 
an adamant-ftone, Jeft they Ihould hear the law, and 
the words which the LORD of hofts hath fent in 
his fpirit by the former prophets : therefore came a 
great wrath from the LORD of hofts. 13. There- 
fore it is come to pafs^ that as he cried, and they 

would 
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not 
faith 



hear 



fo they cried, and I would not 

But I fcat- 



the LORD of hofts. 



them with a whirlwind 



whom they knew not 



thus 



among 
the land 
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all the nations 



was defoiate 



after them, that no 
turned i for they laid 



man 



pafled 
the pleafant 



through nor 

land defoiate. 



re- 



What was faid, ver. 7. that they fhould have beard the words 
of the former prophets^ is here enlarged upon for warning to thefe 
hypocritical enquirers, who continued their fins, when they very 
precifely asked, whether they fhould continue their fafls. This 
prophet had before put them in mind of their fathers difobe- 
dience, to the calls of the prophets, and what came of it, chap. \. 
4, 5, 6. and now here again, for others harms fhould be our 
warnings. God's judgments upon Ifrael of old "for their fins 
were written for admonition to us Chriftians, 1 Cor. x. 11. and 
the fame ufe we fhould make of the like providences in our own 

day. 

. 1 . This prophet here repeats the heads of the fermons, which 
the former prophets preached to their fathers, ver. 9, 10. becaufe 
the very fame things were required of them now. Thus doth 
the Lord of hofts [peak to you now, and thus he did fpeak to 
your fathers, faying, Execute true judgment. The duties here 
required of them, which would have been the lengthening of the 
tranquillity of their fathers, and muft be the reftoring of their 
tranquillity are not keeping fafts and offering facrifices, but doing 
juftly, and loving mercy 3 duties which they were bound to by the 
light and law of nature, though there had been no prophets fenf 
to infift upon them; duties which had a direct tendency "to the 
publick welfare and peace, and which they themfelves would be 
the gainers by, and not God. (1.) Magiftrates muft adminifter 
juftice impartially, according to the maxims of the law, and the 
merits of the caufe, without refpect of perfons. fudge judgment 
of truths and execute it when you have judged it. (2.) Neigh- 
bours muft have a tender concern for one another, and muft 
not only do one another no wrong, but muft be ready to do all 
the good offices that lay in their power to one another. They 
muft Jhezv mercy and compaffions every man to his brother 5 as the 
cafe called for it. The infirmities of others, as well as their cala- 
mities, are to be looked upon with companion. Hanc veniam 
petimufque damufque viciffim. (3.) They muft not bear hard upon 
thofe that they have advantage againft, and that they know are 
not able to help themfelves : They muft not either in commerce, 
or in courfe of law, opprefs the widow, the fatherlefs, the fir anger, 
and the poor ', ver. io. The weakeft muft not therefore be thruft 
to the wall, becaufe they are weakeft. No thanks to men not to 
deny right to thofe that are in a capacity to demand it, and re- 
cover it, but we muft not only for wrath, but alfo for confeience 
lake, give thofe their own who have not power to force it from 
us. Or, it intimates, that that which is but exadnefs with others, is 
exaction upon the widows and the fatherlefs 5 nay, that not reliev- 
ing and helping them as we ought, is in effeel: opprejfing them. 
(4.) They muft not only not do wrong to any, but they muft 
not fo much as defire it, or think of it; let none of you ima- 
gine evil againfl his brother in your heart. Do not project it, do 
not wifh it, nay, do not fo much as pleafe yourfelf with the 
fancy of it. The law of God lays a reftraint upon the heart, 
and forbids the entertaining, forbids the admitting, of a malicious, 
fpiteful, ill-natured thought, Deut. xv. 9. Beware that there be not 
a thought in thy Belial heart againfl thy brother. 

2. He defcribes the wilfulnefs and difobedience of their fathers, 
who perfifted in all manner of wickednefs and injuftice, notwith- 
ftanding thefe exhortations and admonitions frequently given them 
in God's name, various expreffions to this purpofe are here heaped 
up, ver. 11, 12. fetting forth the ftubbomnefs of that carnal 
mind which is enmity againft God, and is not in fubjeclion to the 
laiv of God, neither indeed can be. They were obftinate and 
refractory, and perfifted in their tranfgreflions of the law purely 
from a fpirit of contradiction to the law. (1.) They would not, 
if they could help it, come within hearing of the prophets, but 
kept at a diftance 3 or, if they could not avoid hearing what 
they faid, yet they refolved they would not heed it, they refufed 
to hearken, and looked another way as if they had not been 
fpoken to. (2.) If they did hear what was faid to them, and, as 
it feemed, inclined at firft to comply with it, yet they flew off 
when it came to their fetting to, and like a bullock unaccuftomed 
to the yoke they pulled away the /boulder, and would not fubmit 
to the eajy yoke and light burthen of God's commandments. They 
gave a withdrawing fooulder, fo the word is, they feemed to lay 
their fhoulder to the work, but they prcfently withdrew it again, 
as thofe fer. xxxiv. 10, 11. They were like a deceitful bow, 
as that fon that faid, I go, Sir, but zuent not. (3.) They filled 
their own minds with prejudices againft the word of God 3 and 
had fome objection or other ready wherewith to fortify them- 
felves againft every fermon they heard, They flopped their ears 
that they Jhoidd not hear, as the deaf adder, Pfal. Iviii. 4. And 
none fo deaf as thofe that will not hear, that make their own ear 
heavy, as the word is. (4-) They refolved that nothing that 
was faid to them, for the enforcing of thefe injunctions, fhould 
make any impreflion upon them 3 they made their hearts as an 
No* Ixxviii. 



adamant-fione, as a diamond, the hardeft of ftones to be wrought 
upon 3 or, as a flint, which the mafon cannot hew iiiCo fLape* 
as he can other ftone out of the quarry* Nothing fo hard,, foAtn- 
malleable, fo inflexible, as the heart of a prefumptuous (inner; 
and they whofe hearts are hard may thank themfelves, they 
are of their own hardening; and it is juft with God to give them 
over to a reprobate fenfe* to the hardnefs and impenitence of their 
own hearts. Thefe ftubborn finners hardened their hearts on 
purpofe, lefi they ftjould hear what. God faid to them by the 
written word, by the law of Mofes, and by the words of the pro- 
phets that preached to them ; they had Mofes and the prophets, but 
refolved they would hear neither, nor would they have been per- 
/waded, though one had been fent to them from the dead. The 
zuords of the prophets were not regarded by them, though they 
were Words which the Lord of ho/is fent, add directed to them* 
though he fent them immediately by his Spirit in the prophets ; fo 
that in defpifing them they affronted God himfelf, and reffled 
the Holy Ghoft. Note, The reafon why men are not good is 
becaufe they will not be fo, they will not confider, they will 
not comply, and therefore if thou fcornefl, thou alone JJyalt bear it. 

3. He fhews the fatal confequences of it to their fathers. 
Therefore came great wrath from the Lord of ho/is 3 God was high- 
ly difpleafed with them, and juftly 3 he required nothing of them 
but what was reafonable in itfelf, and beneficial to them, and yet 
they refufed, and in a moft infolent manner too ; what matter 
could bear to be fo abufed by his own fervant ? Such an im- 
placable enmity to the gofpel, as this here to the law and the 
prophets, was that which brought wrath to the uttermofi upon 
the laft generation of the Jewifh church, 1 Thef ii. 16. Great 
fins againft the Lord of hofts, whofe authority is inconteflable, 
bring great wrath from the Lord of hofts, whofe power is ir- 
refiftible. Arid the effect was, (1.) As they had turned a deaf 
ear to God's word, fo God turned a deaf ear to their prayers, 
ver. 13. As he cried to them in their profperity to leave their fin?, 
a?id they would not hear, but perfifted in their iniquities 3 fo they 
cried to him in the day of their trouble to remove his judgments, 
and he would not hear but lengthened out their calamities. They 
that fet God at defiance in the height of their pride, yet when 
pangs came upon them cried unto him 3 Lord, in trouble have they 
vifited thee 5 but God hath faid it, and will abide by it, He that 
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer JJ) a 11 be an 
abomination, Prov. xxviii. 9. — i. 24. Iniquity regarded in the 
heart will certainly fpoil the fuccefs of prayer, Pfal. Ixvi. 1 8. 
(2.) As they flew off from their duty and allegiance to God, and 
were of defultory and unfettled fpirits, fo God difjipated them, and 
threw them about as chaff before a whirhvind 3 he featured the?n 
among all the nations whom they knew not, and whom therefore 
they could not cxpecl: to receive any kindnefs from, ver. 14. 
(3.) As they violated all the laws of their land, fo God took 
awav all the glories of it 3 their land was defoiate after them, and 
no man paffed through or returned. All that country that was 
the kingdom of the two tribes, after the difperfion of the remain- 
ing Jews upon the (laughter of Gedaliah, was left utterly unin- 
habited, there was not man, woman, or child in it, till the Jews 
returned at the end of the feventy years captivity 3 nay, it fhould 
feem the very roads that lay through the country were deferted ; 
none paffed or repaffed 5 which as it had an intimation of mercy 
in it, though they were caft out of it, yet it was kept empty for 
their return 5 fo for the prefent it made the judgment appear 
much the more difmah for what a horrid wildernefs muft a land 
be, that had' been fo many years uninhabited ? And they might 
thank themfelves, it was they that by their own wickednefs laid 
the pleafant land defoiate. It was not fo much the Chaldeans that 
did it, no, they did it themfelves, the deflations of a land are 
owing to the wickednefs of its inhabitants, Pfal. cvii. 34. This 
came of their wilful difobedience to the law of God. And the 
prefent generation faw how defoiate fin had made that pleafant 
land, and yet would not take warning. 



CHAP. VIII. 



T je zvork of miniflers is rightly io divide the zuord of truth, and to 
give every one their portion. So the prophet is here in/1 r lid ed to 
do, in the further anfwer he gives to the cafe of confeience propofed 
about continuing the publick fajls. His anfwer in the foregoing 
chapter is by way of reproof to thofe that zverc difobedicnt, and 
would not obey the truth : Bid here he is ordered to change his 
voice, and to fpeak by way of encouragement to the zvillhig and 
obedient. Two words here are from the Lord of hofts, and' they 
are both good words, and comfortable words. In the firfl of 
thefe meffages, ver. 1 . God pfomifeth that Jerufalem /hall be W- 
flored, reformed, repleni/hed, ver. 2 — 8. That the country /hall 
be rich, and the affairs of the nation foalV be faccefsful, their re- 
putation retrieved, and their fate, in all re/pec7s s the revtrfe cf 
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And then 



what it had been for many years pajl, ver. 9 — 15. 
exhorts them to reform what was amifs a?nong them, that they 
might be ready for thefe favours defgned them, ver. 16, 17. In 
the latter of thefe meffages, ver. 18. he prcmtfeth that their fafls 
Jhould be fuperfeded by the return of mercy, ver. 19. And that 
thereupon they Jhould be replenijhed, enriched, and Jlrengthened by 
the accefjion of foreigner 5 to them ', ver. 20 — 23. 
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The prophet in his foregoing difcourfes had left his hearers un- 
der a high charge of guilt, and a deep fenfe of wrath, had left 
them in a melancholy view of the defolations of their pleafant 
land, which was the effect of their fathers difobedience, but be- 
caufe he defigned to bring them to repentance, not to drive them 
to defpair, he here fets before them the great things God had in 
ftore for them, encouraging them hereby to hope that their cafe 
of confeience fhould fhortly determine itfelf, and God's providence 
fhould as loudly call them to joy and gladnefs, as ever it called them 
to fa/ling and mourning. 

1. It is here promifed that God will appear for Jerufalem, and 
will efpoufe and plead her caufe. (1.) He will be revenged on 
Z ion's enemies, ver. 2. I was jealous for Zion, or of Zion, /. e. 
I have of late been fo heartily concerned for her honour and in- 
terefts, with great jealoufy. The great wrath that was againft 
her, chap* vii. 12. now turned againft her adverfaries. I am now 
jealous for her with great fury, and can no more bear to have her 
abufed in her afflictions, than I could bear to be abufed by her 
provocations. This he had faid before, chap. i. 1 4, 1 5. that they 
might prom i(e them (elves as much from the power of his anger 
when it was turned for them, as they had felt from it when it 
was againft them. The fins of Zion were her worfl enemies, 
and had done her the mod mifchief, and therefore God in his 
jealoufy for her honour and comfort, will take azvay her fins, and 
then whatever other enemies injured her, it was at their peril. 
(2.) He will be rcfident in Zion's palaces, ver. 3. I am returned 
to Zion, after I had feemed fo long to ftand at a diftance, and I 
will again dwell in the midft of Jerufalem, as formerly. This fe- 
cures to them the tokens of his prefence in his ordinances, and 
the inftances of his favour in his providences. 

2. That there (hall be a wonderful reformation in Jerufalem, 
and religion in the power of it fhall prevail and flourifh there. 
Jerufalem that had dealt treacheroufly both with God and man, 
fhall become fo famous for fidelity, and honefty, that it fhall be 
called and known by the name of a city of truth, and the inha- 
bitants of it children that will not lye. The faithful city had be- 
come a harlot, Ifa. i. 21. but fhall now become a faithful city 
again ; faithful to the God of Ifrael, and to the worfhip of him 
only. This was fulfilled; for the Jews after the captivity, though 
there was much amifs among them, yet were never guilty of ido- 
latry. Jerufalem fhall be called the mountain of the Lord of hofts, 
owning him and owned by him, and therefore the holy mountain, 
cleared from idols, and confecrated to God, and not as it had 
been the mount of corruption, 2 Kings xxiii. 13. Note, The city 
of God ought to be a city of truth, and the mountain of the Lord 
of hofts a holy mountain. Thofe that profefs religion and relation 
to God, mull ftudy to adorn their profeffion by all inftances of 
godlinefs and bonefiy. 

3. That there fhall be in Jerufalem .a great increafe of people, 
and all the marks and tokens of a profound tranquillity. When 
it is become a city of truth, and a mountain of holinefs, it is then 
peaceable and prosperous, and every thing in it looks bright and 
pleafant. (1.) You may look with pleafure upon the generation 
that is going off the ftage, and fee them fairly quitting it in the 

ordinary courfe of nature, and not driven off it by war, famine, 
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or peftilence, ver. 4. In the Jlreets of Jerufalem that had been 
filled with the bodies of the flain, or deferred, and left defblate 
fhall now dwell old men, and' old women, that have not been cut 
off by untimely deaths, either through their o\vn intemperance 
or God's vengeance, but have the even thread of their days fpun 
out to a full length ; they fhall feel no diftemper, but the decay 
of nature, and go to their grave in a full age, as a fljock of corn in 
his feafon. They fhall have every one his Jlajff in his hand for very 
age, to fupport him, as Jacob, that worshipped, leaning upon the 
top of his Jlajff, Heb. xi. 21. Old age needs a fupport, fhould not 
be afhamed to ufe it, but fhould furnifti itfelf with divine graces 
which will be the ftrength of the heart, and a better fupport 
than a ftaff in the hand. Note, The hoary head, as it is a crown 
of glory to thofe that wear it, fo it is to the places where they 
live. It is a graceful thing to a city, to fee abundance of old 
people in it ; it is a fign, not only of the healthfulnefs of the air, 
but of the prevalency of virtue, and the fuppreffion and banifh- 
ment of thofe many vices which cut off the number of mens* 
months in the. midft: A fign, not only that the climate is tem- 
perate, but that the people are fo. (2.) You may look with as 
much pleafure upon the generation that is rifmg up in their room, 
ver. 5 . The flreets of the city Jhall be full of boys and girls playing 
in the flreets. This intimates, (1.) That they fhall be blefled 
with a multitude of children, their families fhall increafe and muU 
tiply, and replenijh the city, which was an early product of the 
divine blefling, Gen. i. 2S. Happy the man, happy the nation, 
whofe quiver is full of thefe arrows ! They fhall have of both 
fexes, boys and girls, in whom their families fhall afterwards be 
joined, and another generation raifed up. (2.) That their chil- 
dren fhall be healthful, and ftrong, and active; their boys and 
girls fhall not lie fick in bed, or fit pining in the corner, but (which 
is a pleafant fight to parents) fhall be hearty and chearful, and 
play in the ftreets. It is their pleafant playing age, let us not 
grudge it them, much good may it do them, and no harm ; 
evil days will come time enough, and years of which they will 
fay they have no pleafure hi them ; in confideration of which, they 
are concerned not to fpend all their time in play, but to remem- 
ber their Creator. (3.) That they fhall have great plenty, and 
meat enough for all their mouths. In time of famine, we find 
the children fwooning as the tvounded in the Jlreets of the city y 
Lam. ii. ix, 12. If they are playing in the ftreets, it is a good 
fign they want for nothing. (4.) That they fhall not be terri- 
fied with the alarms of war, but enjoy a perfect fecurity : There 
fhall be no breaking in of invaders, no going out of defer ters, no 
complaining in the Jlreets, Pfal. cxliv. 14. for when there is play- 
ing in the ftreets, it is a fign there is little care or fear there* 
Time was when the enemy hunted their fteps fo clofe, that they 
could not go in their Jlreets, Lam. iv. 1 8. but now they fhall 
play in the Jlreets, and fear no evil. (5.) That they fhall have 
love and peace among themfelves. The boys and girls fhall not 
be fighting in the Jlreets, as fometimes in cities, that are divided 
into factions and parties, the children foon imbibe and exprefe 
the mutual refentments of the parents ; but they fhall be inno- 
cently and lovingly playing in the Jlreets ; not devouring but di- 
verting one another. (6.) That the fports and diverfions ufed, 
fhall be all harmlefs and inoffenfive ; the boys and girls fhall have 
no other play, but what they are willing fhall be feen in the 
Jlreets, no play that feeks corners, no playing the fool, or play- 
ing the wanton, for it is the mountain of the Lord, the holy 
mountain, but honeft and modeft recreations, which they have 
no reafon to be .afhamed of. (7.) That childifh, youthful fports 
fhall be confined to the age of childhood and youth. It is plea- 
fant to fee the boys and girls playing in the Jlreets, but it is ill- 
favoured to fee men and women playing there, that fhould fill 
up their time with work and bufinefs. It is well enough for 
children to be Jit ting in the marict-place crofting queftions, 
Matth. xi. 16, 17. but it is no way fit that men, who are 
able to work in the vineyard, fhould Jland all the day idle there, 
Matth. xx. 3. 

4. That the fcattered Ifraelites fhall be brought together again 
from all parts, whither they were difperfed, ver. 7. / will jave 
my people from the eajl- country, and from the weft ; will fave them 
from being loft, or lofing themfelves in Babylon, or in Egypt, 
or in any other country whither they were driven ; they fhall 
neither be detained by the nations among whom they fojourn, 
nor incorporate with them; but I will fave them, will feparate 
them, and will bring them to their own land again, will by the 
profperity of that invite them back, and at the fame time incline 
them to return ; and they Jhall dwell in the midjl of Jerufalem, 
fhall chofe to dwell there, becaufe it is the holy city, tho* upon 
many other accounts it was more eligible to dwell in the coun- 
try, 'and therefore we find, Neh. xi. 2. That the people bleffed 
all the men, who willingly offered themfelves to dwell at Jerufalem. 

5. That God would renew his covenant with them, would 
be faithful to them, and make them fo to him ; They Jhall be 
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will make good all his promifes of favour to them ; and the latter 
fpeaks man's part of the covenant, they fhall be his people in 
righteoufnefs ~, they fhall be a righteous people, and fhall abound in 
the fruits of right eoufitefs, and fhall not, as they have done, deal 
treacheroully and unjuftly -with their God. See Hof. ii. 19, 20. 
God will never leave nor forfake them in a way of mercy, as he 
has promifed them 3 and they fhall never leave or forfake him 
in a way of duty, as they have promifed him. Thefe promifes 
were fulfilled in the flouriftiing ftate of the Jewifh church, for 
fome ages, betwixt the captivity and Cbrift's time ; but were to 
have a further and fuller accomplishment in the gofpel church, 
that heavenly ferufalem, which is from above, is free, and is the 
mother of us all ; and fulleji of all in the future ftate. 

All thefe precious promifes are here ratified, and the doubts of 
God's people filenced with that queftion, ver. 6. If it be mar- 
vellous in the eyes of this people fhould it be marvellous in mine 
eyes? If it feem unlikely to you that ever Jerufalem fhould be 
thus repaired, fhould be thus repleniftied, is it therefore impoffible 
with God ? The remnant of this people *, (and God's people in this 
world arc but a remnant) being few and feeble, thought all 
was too good news to be true, efpecially in thefe clays, thefe 
ficult days, thefe cloudy and dark days, confidering how 
the times are, it is highly improbable, it is morally impoffible, 
they fhould ever come to be fo good as the prophet fpeaks : how 
can thefe things be? How can dry bones live? But fhould it 
therefore appear fo in the eyes of God? Note, We do both 
God and ourfelves a deal of wrong, if we think, that when we are 
nonpluffed, he is fo 5 and that he cannot get over the difficulties 
which to us feem infuperable. JVith men this is impoffible, but 
with God all things are pojfble \ 
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God, by the prophet, here gives further aflurances of the mercy 
he had in ftore for Judah and Jerufalem. Here is line upon 
line for their comfort, as before there was for their conviction. 
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Mighty encouragements 
to the difficulties they now 

ferve, 

1. Who they were, to whom thefe encouragements did 
long : to thofe, who, in obedience to the call of God 
prophets, applied themfelves in good earneft to the building 
the temple, ver. 9. Let your hands be Jlrong that are bufy 
work for God ; you that hear in ihcfe days thefe words by 
mouth of the prophets, and are not difobedient to them as your 
fathers were in the former days to the words of thofe prophets 
that were fent to them ; you may take the comfort of the pro- 
mifes, and fhall have the benefit of them who have obeyed the 
precepts given you in the day that the foundation of the houfe of 
the Lord was laid, when you were told that having begun with 
it, you mud go on \ that the temple might be built ; God told 
you, you muft go on with it, and you have laboured hard at it 
for fome time, in obedience to the heavenly vifion ; now you 
are they whofe hands muft.be ftrengthened, and whofe hearts 

myft be comforted with thefe precious promifes 5 to you is the 
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to make: 
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Before thefe days of 



word of this confolation fent. 

that are employed for God, may expect to be encouraged by 
him ; who lay their hands to the plough of duty, fhafi have* 
them ftrengthened with the promifes of mercy 5 and thofe who 
mend of their fathers faults, not .only cut off the entail of the? 
curfe, but have it turned into a bleffing. 

2. What the difcouragements were which they had hitherto 
laboured under, ver. 10. Thefe are mentioned as a foil to the 

God was now about to be (tow upon them, 
them appear the more Jlrange, to the glory of God, 
more fweet, to their comfort. The truth 
long been very bad, and the calamities and 
were many and great; (t.) Trade zvas dead, 
to be done, and therefore nothing to be got. 

reformation began, there was no hire for man, rior any hire for 
beaflsy the fruits of the earth (tho' it had long lain fallow* and 
therefore one would think fhould be the more fertile) were thin 
and poor: fo that the husbandman had no occafion to hire harveft 
people to reap his corn, or teams to carry it home, for it camel 
next to' nothing. Merchants had no goods to import or export* 
fo that they needed not to hire either man or beafts ; by which 
means the poor people that lived by their labour had no way of 
getting bread for themfelves and their families. (2.) Travelling 
was dangerous; fo that all commerce both by fea and land was 
cut off, nay none durft ftir abroad fo much as to vifit their 
friends, for there was no peace to him that went out or came iti 
becaufe of the affuclion the Samaritans and Ammonites, and other 
their evil neighbours, made inroads upon them in fmall parties, 
and feized all they could lay their hands on ; the roads were in- 
fefted with highway men, and both city and country with houfe- 
breakers,* fo that neither mens perfons nor their goods were fafe 
at home or abroad. (3.) There was no fuch thing as friend/hip 



at nome or abroad. (3.) There was no fuch thing as friend/hip 
or good neighbourfhip among them : 1 fet all men every one againjl 
his neighbour. In this there was a great deal of fin, for chefe 



wars and fightings came from mens lufts, and this God was not 
the author of; 
and fb God 
him ; 



but there was in it a great deal of mifery alfo, 
was in it a juft avenger of their difobedience to 
becaufe they were of an evil fpirit towards him, a fpiric 
of contradiction to his laws, God fent among them an evil fpirit, 
to make them vexatious one to another ; thofe that throw off the 
love of God, forfeit the comfort of brotherly love. 

3. What encouragement they fhall now have to proceed in 
the good work they are about, and to hope that it fhill yet be 
well with them. Thus and thus you have been harrafied and af- 
flicted, but now God will change his way towards you, ver. ir. 
Now you return to your duty, God will comfort you according 
to the time that he has afflicted you ; the ebbing tide fhall flow 
again. (1.) God will not proceed in his controverfy with them* 
/ will not be to them as in the former days. Note, It is with us 
well or ill according as God is to us, for every creature is that 
to us which he makes it to be. And if we walk not contrary 
to God as in the former days, he will not walk contrary to ud 
as in the former days ; for it is only with the fr award that he will 
wreflle. (2.) They fhall have great plenty and abundance of 
all good things, ver. 12. The feed fown /hall be projperous, and 
yield a great increafe, the vinejhall give her fruit which makes 
glad the heart, and the ground its 'products which ftrengthsn the 
heart ; they fhall have all they can defire, not only for neceffity, 
but for ornament and delight. The heavens Jk 'all give their dew? 
without which the earth would not yield her increafe ; winch is 
a conftant intimation to us of the beneficence of the God of hea- 



It 



is 



faid 



ven to men on earth, and their dependence upon him. 
of a fwecping rain, that it leaves no food, Pro v. xxviii. 3. but here 
the gentle dew waters the earth, that it may give feed to the fovver 
and bread to the eater. And thus God will caufe the remnant of 
this people to pojfef all thefe things. They are but a remnant, a 
refidue, very lew, one would think fcarce worth looking after, 
but now they are at work for God, he will take care they ihali 

This confirms what the pro- 
phet's colleague had faid a little before, Hag. ii. 1 6, 10. From this 

Note, God's people that 

all is vours* for 



want nothing that is fit for them. 



16, 19. 

ferve him faith— 
you are ChrihVs. 
their neighbours, 



day will I blefs you. . 

fully have great pofieilions ; an is yours, 
(3.) They (hall recover their credit among 
ver. 13. Ye zuere a curfe among the heathen. Every one cenfured 
and condemned them, fpake ill of them, and wifhed ill to them, 
upon the account of the great difgrace that they were under; 
fome think they were made a form of execration, fo that if a 
man would load his enemy with the heavier! curfe he would fay 9 
God make thee like a J civ ! But now, / will fave you, and you 
Jhall be a bleffing. Your reftoration fhall be as much taken notice 
of to your honour, as ever your defoiation and difpsrfion was to 
your reproach, you (hall be applauded and admired as much as 
ever you were vilified and run down 5 fhall be courted and ca- 
reiTed', as much as ever you were flighted and abandoned, 
men fmile or frown upon their neighbours, according as provi- 
dence fmiles or frowns upon them ; but thofe whom God plainly* 
blelTeth as his own, fhews favour to, and puts honour upon, we 
ought alfo to refpect, and be kind to. The blefled of the Lord 
are the bleffing of the land, and fhould be fo accounted by us*. 
This is here promifed to the houfe both of Ifrael and Judah, for 

man y of . the ten tribes returned out of captivity with the two 

tribes, 
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tribes, and fhared with them in thofe bleffings ; and, it is probable, 
befides what came at firft, many, very many, flocked to them 
afterwards, when they faw their affairs take this turn. (4.) God 
himfelf will determine to do them good, ver. 14? 1 5- All their 
comforts take rife from the thoughts of the love God had towards 
them, Jer.-Kidx. 11. Compare thefe promifes with the former 
threatenings, (1.) When they provoked him to anger with their 
fins, he faid he would punijh them, and fo he did-, it was his de- 
clared purpofe to bring deftroying judgments upon them, and be- 
caufe they repented not of their rebellions againft him, he repented 
not of his threatenings againft them, but let the fentence of the 
law take its courfe. Note, God's punifhing of finners is never 
a fudden and hafty refolve, but is always the product of thought, 
and there is a cou?ifel in that part of the will of God. And if 
the finner turn not* God will not turn. (2.) Now they pleafed 
him with their fervices, he faid he would do them good, and will 
he not be as true to his promifes, as he was to his threatenings ! 
no doubt he will, fo again have I thought to do well to Jerufalem 
in thofe days, when you begin to hearken to the voice of God 
fpeaking to you by his prophets 5 and thefe thoughts alfo fhall be 
performed. 

4. The ufe they are to make of thefe encouragements;^ 

1. Let them take the comfort which thefe promifes give to 
them.- Fear ye not, ver. 15. Let your hands be flrong, ver. 9. 
and both together, ver. 13. Fear not, but let your hands be Jlrong. 
(1.) The difficulties they met with in their work muft not drive 
them from it, or make them go on heavily in it, for the iflue 
would be good and the reward great. Let this therefore animate 
them to proceed with vigour and chearfulnefs. (2.) The dan- 
gers they were expofed to from their enemies muft not terrify 
them - y thofe that have God for them, engaged to do them good, 
need not fear what' man can do againft them. 

2. Let them do the duty which thofe promifes call for from 
them, ver. 16, 17. The very fame duties which the former pro- 
phets prefled upon their fathers from the confideration of the wrath 
threatened, chap. vii. 9, 10. this prophet p reflet h upon them from 
the confideration of the mercy promifed. Leave it to God to per- 
form for you what he has promifed, in his own way and time, but 
upon condition that you make confeience of your duty. Thefe are 
the things then that ye Jhall do ; this is your part of the covenant; 
the articles which ye are to perform, fulfil, and keep, that you may 
not put a bar in your own door, and flop the current of God's 
favours. (1.) You muft never tell a lye, but always fpeak as you 
think, and as the matter is to the beft of your knowledge. 
Speak ye every, mart the truth to his neighbour, both in bargains 
and in common converfe ; dread every word that looks like a 
lye. This precept the apoftle quotes, Eph. iv. 25. and backs it 
with this reafon, JVe are members one of another. (2.) Thofe 
that are intruded with the administration of publick juftice muft 
fee to it, not only that none be wronged by it, but that thofe 
who are wronged be righted by it. Execute the judgment of truth 
and peace in your gates. Let the judges that fit in the gates in 
all their judicial proceedings ' have regard both 'to truth and to 
peace ; let them take care both to do juftice, and to accommo- 
date differences, and prevent vexatious fuits. It muft be a judg- 
ment of truth in order to peace, and making thofe friends that 
were at variance, and a judgment of peace, as far as is confiftent 
with truth, and no further. (3.) No man muft bear malice 
againft his neighbour upon any account, this is the fame with 
what we had, chap. vii. 10. we muft not only keep our hands 
from doing evil, but we muft watch over our hearts, that they 
imagine not any evil againft our neighbour, Prov.xxx. 29. Injury 
and mifchief muft be crufhed in the thought, in the embryo. 
(4J Great reverence muft be had of an oath, and confeience 
made of it, never take a falfe oath, nay, love 710 falfe oath , i. e. 
hate it, dread it, keep at a diftance from it. Love not to im- 
pofe oaths upon others, left they fwear falfely ; love not that any 
fhould take a falfe oath for your benefit, and for fwear themfelves 
to do you a kindnefs. Here is a very good reafon againft all 
thefe corrupt and wicked practices annexed, for all thefe are 
things that I hate, and therefore you muft hate them, if you ex- 
pedl to have God your friend. Thefe things here forbidden are 
all of them found among the feven things which the Lord hates, 
Prov. vi. 16, 19. Note, We muft forbear fin, not only becaufe 
God is angry at it, and therefore it is dangerous to us, but be- 
caufe he hates it, and therefore it ill becomes us, and is a very 
ungrateful thing. 

18. <f And the word of the LORD of hofts 
came unco me, faying, 19. Thus faith the LORD 

of hofts, The faft of the fourth month , and the faft 
of the fifth, and the faft of the feventh, and the faft 
of the tenth fhall be to the houfe of Judah joy and 
gladnefs, and cheerful feafts therefore love the truth 
and peace. 20. Thus faith the LORD of hofts, // 
Jhall yet come to $af$ y that there fliall come people, 
and the inhabitants of many cities. 21. And the in- 
habitants of one cily fliall go to another, faying, Let 
us go fpeedily to pray before the LORD, and to 

fed£ the LORD of hofts: I will go alfo. 22. Yea, 



mg. 



many people and ftrong nations fhall come to feek 
the LORD of hofts in Jerufalem, and to pray be- 
fore the LORD. 23. Thus faith the LORD of 
hofts, In thofe days it fhall com$ to pafs, that ten men 
fhall take hold out of all languages of the nations, 
even fhall take hold of the fkirt of him that is a Jew, 
faying, We will go with you j for we have heard 
that God ft. with you. 

Here are two precious promifes in thefe verfes, for the further 
encouragement of thefe pious Jews, that were hearty in building 
the temple. 

- 1. That a happy period fhall be put to their fafts, and there 
fhall be no more occafion for them, but they fhall be converted 
into thankfgiving days, ver. 19. This is a dire£r. anfwer to 
the enquiry concerning their fafts, chap. vii. 3. Thofe of them 
that failed in hypocrify, had their doom in the foregoing 
chapter, but thofe that in fincerity humbled themfelves be- 
fore God, and fought his face, have here a comfortable aflu- 
rance given them of a large fhare in the happy times approach - 

The four yearly fafls they had religioufly obferved, fhould 
be to the houfe of Judah, joy and gladnefs, and folemn feafls, and 
thofe cheerful ones. Note, Joyous times will come to the 
church after troublous times ; if weeping endure for more than 
a night, and joy come not the next morning, yet the morning 
will come that will introduce it at length. And when God 
comes towards us in ways of mercy, we muft meet him with 
joy and thankfulnefs, when God turns judgments into mercies, 
we muft turn fafts into feftivals, and thus walk after the Lord. 
And thofe who fow in tears with Zion, fhall reap in joy with her; 
that fubmit to the reftraints of her folemn fafts while they con- 
tinue, fhall fhare in the triumphs of her ch ear fid feafls when they 
come, Ifa. lxvi. 10. The inference from this promife is, there* 
fore love the truth and peace ; i. e. be faithful and honeft in all 
your dealings, and let it be a pleafure to you to be fo, tho* there- 
by you cut yourfelves fhort of thofe gains which you fee others 
get difhoneftly ; and, as much as in you lies, live peaceable with 
all men, and be in your element when you are in charity. Let 
the truths of God rule in our heads, and let the peace of God rule 
in our hearts. 

2. That a great acceffion fliall be made to the church, by the 
converfion of many foreigners, ver. 20 — 23. This was fulfilled 
but in part, when in the latter times of the Jewifh church there 
were abundance of profelytes, from all the countries about, and 
fome that lay very remote who came yearly to worfhip at Jeru- 
falem ; which added very much both to the grandeur and wealth 
of that city, and contributed greatly to the making of it fo con- 
fiderable as it came to be before our Saviour's time, though now it 
was but juft peeping out of its ruins. But it would be accom- 
plifhed much more fully in the converfion of the Gentiles to the 
faith of Chrift, and the incorporating of them with the believing 
Jews in one great body, under Chrift the head ; a myflery which 
is made manifejl by the fcriptures of the prophets, Rom. xvi. 26. 
and by this among the reft, which makes it ft range that when it 
was accomplifhed, it was fo great a furprize and ftumbling-blocfc 
to the Jews : Obferve, . 

1. Who they are that fhall be added to the church, people and 
the inhabitants of many cities, ver. 20. not only a few ignorant 
country people that may be eafily impofed upon, or fome idle peo- 
ple that have nothing elfe to do, but intelligent, inquifitive citizens, 
men of bufinefs and acquaintance with the world, fhall embrace 
the gofpel of Chrift. - Tea many people and Jlrong nations, ver. 22. 
fome of all languages, ver. 23. By this it appears that they are 
brought into the church not by human perfuafxon, . for they are 
of different languages-, not by external force, for they are flrong 
7iations^ able to have kept their ground if they had been fo attack- 
ed, but purely by the effectual working of divine truth and grace. 
Note, God has his remnant in all parts ; and in the general 
afTembly of the church of the firft-born, fome will be found out of 

all nations and kindreds. Rev. vii. 9. 

2. How their acceffion to the church is defcribed ; they fhall 



fion con fifts, 



come to pray before the Lord, and to feek the Lord of ho/Is, ver. zi. 
and to fhew that this is the main matter in which their conver- 

it is repeated, ver. 22. they fhall come to feek the 
Lord of hojls in Jerufalem, and to pray before the Lord. No 
mention is made of their offering facrifices, not only becaufe 
thefe were not expe&ed from the profelytes of the gate, but be- 
caufe when the Gentiles fhould be brought in, facrifice and offer- 
ing fhould be quite aboliflied. See who are to be accounted con- 
verts to God, and members of the church : and all that are con- 
verts., to God are members of the church, (r.) They are fuch 
as feek the Lord of hojls, that enquire for God their maker, covet 
and court his favour, and are truly defirous to know his mind and 
will, and fincerelv devoted to his honour and glory, this is toe 
generation of them 'that feek him. (2.) They are fuch as pray before 
the Lord ; that make a confeience, and make a bufinefs, of the 
duty of prayer ; that dare not, that would not for all the world, 
live without it ; that by prayer pay their homage to God, own 
their dependence upon him, maintain their communion with him, 

and fetch in mercy and grace from him. (3.) They are fuch as 
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herein have an eye to the divine revelation and inftitution ; which 
is fignified by their doing this in Jerufalem, the place which God 
had chofen, where his word was, where his temple was, that was 
a type of Chrift and his mediation, which all faithful worfhippers 

will have a believing regard to. 

3. How unanimous they fhall be in their acceflion to the 
church, and how zealous in exciting one another to it, ver. 21. 
The inhabitants of one city Jhall go to another, as formerly when 
they went up from all parts of the country to worfhip at the 
yearly feafts, and they fhall fay, Let us go fpeedily to pray before 
the Lord, 1 will go alfo. This intimates, (1.) That thofe who are 
"brought into an acquaintance with Chrift themfelves, fliould do all 
they can to bring others acquainted with him ; thus Andrew in- 
vited Peter to Chrift^ and Philip invited Nathanael. True 
grace hates monopolies, (2.) That thofe who are rightly fen fible 
of their need of Chrift, and of the favour of God through him, 
will ftir up themfelves and others without delay to haften to him 5 
Let us go fpeedily to pray ; it is for our lives and the lives of our 
fouls that we are to petition, and therefore it concerns us to lole 
no time, in a matter of fuch moment delays are dangerous. 
(3.) That our communion with God is very much affifted 
and furthered by the communion of faints. It is pleafant going 
io the houfe of God in company, PfaL Iv. 14. with the multitude, 
Pfal. xlii. 4. and of good ufe to thofe that do fo to excite one 
another to go fpeedily, and lofe no time, we fhould be glad when 
it is faid to us, Let us go, Pfal. cxxii. 1. As iron fharpens iron, 
4b may good men fharpen the countenances and fpirits one of 
another in that which is good. (4.) That thofe who ftir up 
others to that which is good, muft take heed that they do not turn 
off, or tire, or drawback themfelves, fie that faith, Let us go, 
faith / will go alfo. What good we put others upon doing, we 
muft fee to it that we do ourfelves, elfe we fhall be judged out 
of our own mouths. Not, do you go, and I will flay at home ; 
but do you go, and I will go with you. A fmgular pattern (faith 
Pemble) of zealous charity that neither leaves others behind, nor turns 
others before it. 

4. Upon what inducement they fhall join themfelves to the 
church, not for the church's fake but for his fake who dwells in 
it, ver. 23. Ten ?nen of different nations and languages fhall take 
hold of the skirt of him that is a few, begging of him not to out- 
go them but to take' them along with him ; this fpeaks the great 
honour they have for a Jew as one of the chofen people of God, 
and therefore well worthy their acquaintance ; they cannot all 
come to take him by the hand, or embrace him in their arms, 
but are ambitious to take hold of the skirt of his robe, to touch 
the hem of his garment, faying, we will go with you, for we have 
heard that God is with you. The gofpel was preached to the 
Jews firft (for of that nation the apoftles were) and by them it 
was carried to the Gentiles. St Paul was. a Jew whofe skirt many 
took hold of, when they welcomed him as an angel of God, and 
begged of him to take them along with him to Chrift ; thus the 
Greeks took hold of Philip's skirt faying ; Sir, we would fee 
Jefus, John xii. 21. Note, It is the privilege of the faints that 
they have God with them, have him among them j the know- 
ledge and fear and worfhip of him ; they have his favour and 
gracious prefence; and this fhould invite us into communion with 
them, it is good being with thofe that have God with them, and 
thofe who join themfelves to the Lord, muft join themfelves to his 
difciples ; if we take God for our God, we muft take his people 
for our people, caft in our lot among them, and be willing to 
take our lot with them. 



CHAP. IX. 



At this chapter begins another fermon which is continued io the end of 
chap. xi. and it is called, The burthen of the word of the Lord ; 
for every word of God has weight in it to thofe that regard it, and 
will be a heavy .weight upon thofe that do not, a dead weight. 
Here is (1.) A prophecy againfl the Jews unrighteous neighbours, 
the Syrians, Tyrians, Philiflines, and others, ver. 1 — 6. with an 
intimation of mercy to fome of them in their converfion, ver. 7. a 
promife of mercy to God *s people in their proteclion, ver. 8. (2.) A 
prophecy of their righteous king, the Mefjiah, and his coming with 
a defcription of him, ver. 9. and of his kingdom, the nature and 
extent of it, ver, 10. (3.) An account of the obligation the Jews 
lay under to Cbri/i, for their deliverance out of their captivity in 
^abylon, ver. 1 r, 12. (4.) A prophecy of the viclories and fuc- 
ceffes God would grant to the Jezvs over their enemies, as typical 
of our great deliverance by Chrift, ver. 13, 14, 15. (5.) A 
promife of great plenty, and joy, and honour, which God had in re~ 
ferve for his people 7 ver. 1 6, 1 7. which was written for their 
encouragement. 



i.npHE burden of the word of the LORD in 



JL the land of Hadrach, and Damafcus fhall he 

when the eyes of man* as of all 



the reft thereof 



No. lxxviii. 



the tribes of Ifrael fhall be toward the LORD. 
2. And Hamath alfo fhall border thereby * Tyrus 
and Zidon, though it be very wife. 3. And Tyrus 
did build her felf a ftrong hold, and heaped up filver 
as the duft, and fine gold as the mire of the ftreets* 
4.^ Behold, the LORD will caft her out, and he 
will fmite her power in the fea, and; fhe fhall be 
devoured with fire. 5. Afhkelon fhall fee it, and 
fear ; Gaza alfo fhall fee it, and be very forrowful, 
and Ekron : for her expectation fhall be afhamed, and 
the king fhall perifh from Gaza, and Aflxkeion fhall 
not be inhabited. 6. And a baftard fhall dwell in 
Afhdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Phili- 
flines. 7. And I will rake away his blood out of his 
mouth, and his abominations from between his ceeth 5 
but he that remaineth, even he fhall be for our God, 
and he fhall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron 
as a Jebufite. 8. And I will encamp about mine 
houfe becaufe of the army, becaufe of him that pafleth 
by, and becaufe of him that returneth ; and no oppref- 
for fhall pafs through them any more : for now have I 
feen with mine eyes. 

After the precious promifes we had in the foregoing chapter of 

favour to God's people, their perfecutors that hated them come 

to be reckoned with ; thofe particularly that bordered clofe upon 
them. 

1. The Syrians had been ill neighbours to Ifrael, and GoJ has 
a controverfy with them. The word of the Lord fhall be a bur- 
then in the land of Hadrach, i. c. of Syria ; but it doth not appear 
why it was fo called. That that kingdom is meant is plain, be- 
caufe Damafcus, the metropolis of that kingdom, is laid be the 
rejl of this burthen, /. e. The judgments here threatned fhall 
light and lie upon that city, thofe are miferabie upon whom the 
burthen of the word of the Lord re/Is ; upon whom the wrath of 
God abides, John iii. 36. for it is a weight that they can neither 
fhake off, nor bear up under, there are thofe whom' God caufetb 
his fury to rejl upon ; whom the wrath of God makes its mark, 
it will be fure to hit ; whom it makes its rejl, it will be fure to 

fink. And the reafon of this burthen's reffing on Damafcus is be- 
caufe the eyesof?nan, as of all the tribes of Ifrael, (or rather, even 
of all the tribes of Ifrael) are towards the Lord y i. e. Becaufe the 
people of God, by faith and prayer, look up to him for fuccour 
and relief, and depend upon him to take their part againft their* 
enemies. Note, It is a fign God is about to appear remarkably 
for his people, when he raifeth their believing expectations frorri 
him and dependence upon him ; and when by his grace he turns 
them from idols to himfelf; Ifa. xvii. 7, 8." at that day Jhall a 
man look to his Maker. It may be read thus, for the Lord has an 
eye upon man and upon all the tribes of Iff a el ; i. e. He is King of 
nations as well as King of faints ; governs the world as well as the 
church, and therefore will punifli the fins of other people, as well 
as thofe of his own people. God is Judge of all, and therefore all 
mult give account of themfelves. to him. When St Paul was 
converted at Damafcus and preached there, and difputed with the 
Jews, then the word of the Lord might be faid to reft there, 
and then the eyes of men, of other men befides the tribes of Ifrael, 
began to be towards the Lord ; fee Acls ix. 22- Hamath a country 
which lay north of Damafcus, and which we often read of, fiall 
border thereby, ver. 2. it joins to Syria, and fhall fhare in the 
burthen of the word of the Lord, that refts upon Damafcus; The 
Jews have a proverb, TVo to the zuicked man, and wo to his neigh- 
bour, who is in danger of partaking in his fins, and in his 
plagues : wo to the land of Hadrach, and wo to Hamath that 
borders thereby. 

2. Tyre and Zidon come next to be called to an account, here 
as in other prophecies, ver. 2, 3, 4. Obferve here, 

(1.) Tyrus flouriihing, thinking herfelf very fafe, and ready to 
fet God's judgments not only at a diftance 9 but defiance, for 
(1.) She is very wife; it is fpoken ironically, fhe thinks herfelf 
very wife, and able to out-wit even the wifdom of God ; it is 
granted, her king is a great politician, her ftatefmen are fo 
Ezek. xxviii. 3. But with all their wit and policy they fhall not 
be able to evade the judgments of God when they come with 
commiflion 5 there is no zvifdom or counfel againfl the Lord ; nay it 
is his honour to take the wife in their own craftinefs. (2.) She is 
very Jlrong, and well fortified, both by nature and art. Tyrus 
did build herfelf a Jlrong hold, which fhe thought could never be 
brought down or got over. (3.) She is very rich, and money is a 
defence, it is the finews of war, Eccl. vii. 12. By her vaft trade 
fhe hath heaped up filver as the dafl, and fine gold as the mire of 
the Jlreets, i- e. fhe has an abundance of it ; heaps of filver as 
common as heaps of fand. Job xxvii. 16. Solomon made filver 
to be in Jerufalem as the Jlones of the Jlreets, but Tyre went 
further, and made fine gold to be as the mire of the Jlreets. It 
were well if we could all learn fo to look upon it, in comparifon 
with the merch^ndife of wifdom and grace, and the gains 
thereof. 
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(2.) Tyrus falling, after all ; her wifdom and wealth 
firength fhall not be able to fecure her, ver. 4- ^ he Lord will cajl 
her out of that ftrong hold wherein fhe has fortified herfelf, will 
make her poor, fo fome read it ; there have been inftances of thofe 
that have fallen from the height of plenty to the depth of poverty, 
and great riches have come to nothing, God will /mite her power 
in the fea ; her being furrounded by the water fhall not fecure 

but Jhe Jhall be devoured with fire, and burnt down to the 
ground. Tyrus being feated in the midft of the water, one would 
have thought was in danger to be fome time or other overflowed 
or wafhed°away by that, yet God chufeth to deftroy it by the 
contrary element ; fometimes he brings ruin upon his enemies by 
thofe means which they leaft fufpeft. Water enough was nigh at 
hand to have quenched the flames of Tyre, and yet by them flie 
fliall be devoured ; for who can put out the fire which the breath 
of the Almighty blows up? 

3. God next contends with the Philiftines, with their great 
cities and great lords, that bordered fouthward upon Ifrael. (1.) 
They lhall be alarmed and affrighted by the word of the Lord 
lighting and refting upon Damafcus ; ver. 5. the difgraces of 
Ifrael had many a time been publijhedin the Jireets of JJhkelon, and 
they had triumphed in them but now Ajhkelon Jhall fee the ruin 
of her friends and allies, and fliall fear, Gaza alfo Jhall fee it, 
and be very forrowfid, and Ekron ; concluding that their own 
turns come next, now the cup of trembling goes round ; what 
will become of their houfe when their neighbour* s \s on fire? They 
had looked upon Tyre and Zidon as a barrier to their country, 
but when thofe ftrong cities were ruined their expectations from 
them were ajhamcd \ as our expectation from all creatures will be 



and I Jews have long been in fervitude, they fhall recover their ancient 



in the iflue* 



(1.) The 



(2.) They fliall themfelves be ruined and wafted, 
government fhall be diliblved, The king Jhall perijh from Gaza not 
only the prefent king fliall be cut off, but there fliall be no fuc- 
ceffion, no fuccettbr. (2.) The cities fliall be difpeopled, jijb- 
kelon Jhall ?iot be inhabited, the rightful owners fhall be expelled, 
either flain or carried into captivity. (3.) Foreigners fliall take 
pofleffion of their land, and become matters of all its wealth, ver. 
6. A bajlard Jhall dwell in JJhdod, a fpurious brood of ftrangers 
fliall enter upon the inheritances of the natives, which they have 
no more right to than a baftard has to the eftates of the legitimate 
children. And thus God will cut off the pride of the Philijlines, 
all that ftrength and wealth which they prided themfelves in, and 
which was the ground of their confidence in themfelves, and 
their contempt of the Ifrael of God. This prophecy of the de- 
ftruftion of the Philiftines and of Damafcus and Tyre was ac- 
complifhed not long after this by Alexander the Great, who ra- 
vaged all thefe countries with his victorious army, took the cities, 
and planted colonies in them 5 which Quintus Curtius gives a par- 
ticular account of in the hiftory of his conquefts. And fome 
think he is meant by the bajlard that fhall dwell in Aflidod, for 
his mother OJympia owned him begotten in adultery, but pre- 
tended it was by Jupiter. The Jews afterwards got ground of 
the Philiftines, Syrians, and others their neighbours, took fome 
of their cities from them and poflefled their countries, as appears 
by the hiftories of Jofephus, and the Maccabees, and this was fore- 
told before, Zepb. ii. 4. &c. Obad. ver. 20. 

(3.) Some among them fhall be converted and brought home to 
God, by his gofpel and grace ; fo fome underftand, ver. 7. as 
a promife, (1.) That God would take away the fins of thefe 
nations ; their blood, and their abominations, their cruelties and their 
idolatries, God will part between them and thefe fins which they 
have rolled under their tongue as a fweet morfel, and are as loth 
to part with as men are to part with the meat out of their 
mouths ; and which they held faft between their teeth.. Nothing 
is too hard for the grace of God to do. (2.) That he would ac- 
cept of a remnant of them for his own. He that remaineth Jhall 
he for our God, God would preferve a remnant even of thefe nations 
that fhould be the monuments of his mercy and grace, and be 
let apart for him 5 and the difad vantages of their birth fhall be no 
bar to their acceptance with God, but a Philiftine fhall be as 
acceptable to God upon gofpel-terms, as one of Judah, nay, as a 
governor, or chief one in Judah, and a man of Ekron fhall be 
as a Jebufite, or a man of Jerufalem, as a profelyted Jebufite, as 
Arunnah the Jebufite, 2 Sam. xxiv. . 16. In Chrift Jefus there 
is no diftiniStion of nations, but all are one in him, all alike wel- 
come to him. 

4. In all this God intends mercy for Ifrael, and it is in kind- 
nefs to them that God will deal thus with the neighbouring nations, 
to avenge their quarrel for what is pafled, and to fecure them for 
the future. Thus fome underftand the feventh verfe, as intima- 
ting, (1.) That thus God would deliver his people from their 
bloody adverfaries, that hated them, and to whom they were an 
abomination, then when they were juft ready to devour them, 
and nmke a prey of them, I will take away his blood, i. e. the 
blood of Ifrael, ouc of the mouth of the Philiftines, and from be- 
tween their leeth, Amos iii. 12. when in their hatred of them and 
enmity to them they were greedily devouring them. (2.) That 
he, would thus give them victory and dominion over them, and 
he that remaineth, i. e. the remnant of, Ifrael, fhall be for our 
God, fhall be taken into his favour, fhall own him, and be own- 
ed by him, and he Jhall be as a governor in Judah 3 though the 



dignity, and be vi&orious as David, and other governors in Ju- 
dah formerly were ; and Ekron, u e. the Philiftines, fliall beta's the 
Jebufites, and the reft of the devoted nations were, brought into 
fubje&ion under them. 

However, this is plainly the fenfe of ver. 8. that God will 
take his people under his fpecial protection, and therefore will 
weaken their neighbours, that it may not be in their power to do 

them a mifchief. 1 will encamp about my houfe becaufe of the ar- 
my. Note, God's houfe lies in the midft of an enemy's country, 
and his church is as a lily among thorns ; and therefore God's 
power and goodnefs are to be obferved in the fpecial prefervation 
of it. The camp of the faints being a little flock in comparifon 
with the numerous armies of the powers of darknefs that are fet 
againft it round about, would certainly be fwallowed up, if the 
angels of God did not encamp about it, as they did about Elifha, 
to deliver it, Rev. xx. 9. PfaL xxxiv. 7. when the times are more 
than ordinary perilous, when armies are marching and counter- 
marching, and all bearing ill-will to Zion, then providence will 
as it were double its guards upon the church of God, becaufe of 
him that paffeth by, and becaufe of him that returneth, that whether 
he return a conqueror or conquered he may do it no harm. And as 
none that pafs by fhall hurt them, fo no oppreffor Jhall pafs through 
them any ?nore they fliall have no enemy within themfelves to 
rule them with rigour, and to make their lives bitter to them with 
fore bondage, as of old in Egypt. This was fulfilled, when, for 
fome time after the ftruggles of the Maccabees, Judea was a free 
and flourifhing ftate ; or perhaps when Alexander the Great, ftruck 
with an awe of Jaddus the high-prieft, favoured the Jews, and 
took them under his protection, at the fame time when he watted 
the neighbouring countries. And the reafon given for all this is, 
for now have I feen with mine eyes, now have I carefully diftin- 
guifhed between my people and other people, with whom before they 
feemed to have had their lot in common, and have made it to ap- 
pear, that I know them that are mine. This agrees with PfaL 
xxxiv. 15. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous ^ now his 
eyes which run to and fro through the earth fliall fix upon them, 
that he may fiiew himfelf tender of them, and Jlrang on their be* 
half, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. 



cometh 



g: ^ Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion 5 fhout, 
O daughter of Jerufalem : behold, thy kin 
unto thee : he is juft and having falvation, lowly, 
and riding upon an afs, and upon a colt the foal 
of an afs. 10. And I will cut off the chariot 



from 

Ephraim, and the horfe from Jerufalem, and the 
battle- bow fhall be cut off; and he fliall fpeak peace 

be 



unto 

fea even 
of 



the heathen 



: and his dominion fhall be from 
to fea, and from the river even to the ends 
the earth. 11. As for thee alfo, by the blood 
of thy coVenant, I have fent forth thy prifoners out 
of the pit, wherein is no water. 



That here begins a prophecy of the Melfiah and his kingdom, 
is plain from the literal accomplifliment of the ninth verfe, in, 
and its exprefs application to, Cbrift's riding in triumph into Je- 
rufalem, Matth. xxi. 5. John xii. 15. 

1. Here is notice given of the approach of the Mefliah promi/ed, 
as matter of great joy to the Old Teftarrient church ; behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee. Chrift is a king ; invefted with regal 
powers, and prerogatives ; a fovereign prince, an abfolute mo- 
narch 5 having all power both in heaven and on earth. He is 
Zion's king ; God hath Jet him upon his holy hill of Zion, PfaL ii. 7. 
In Zion his glory, as a king, ' ftiines ; thence his law went forth, 
even the word of the Lord-, in the gofpel church his fpiritual 
kingdom is adminiftred ; it is by him that the ordinances of the 
church are inftituted, and its officers commiffioned ; and it is 
taken under his prbtedtion, he lights the church's battles, and 
fecures its interefts, as its king. This king has been long in 
coming, but now behold, he cometh ; he is at the door, there are 
but a few ages more to run out, and he that fliall come will come; 
he co?neth unto thee ; the W ord will fliortly be made flefli, and 
dwell within thy borders ; he will come to his own. And there- 
fore rejoice, rejoice greatly, and Jhout for joy, look upon it 
as good news, and be allured it is true ; pleafe thyfelf to think that 
he is coming, that he is oii his way towards thee; and be ready to 
go forth to meet him with acclamations of joy ; as one not able 
to conceal it, it is to great, nor afhamed to own it, it is fo juft* 
cry hofanna to him ; Ch rift's approaches ought to be the church's 
applaufes. 

2. Here is fuch a defcription of him as renders him very ami- 
able in the eyes of all his loving fubjeirs, and his coming to them 
very acceptable. (1.) He is a righteous ruler, all his a£ts of go- 
vernment will be exactly according to the rules of equity, for he 
is juft* (2.) He is a powerful proteclor to all thofe that bear faith 
and true allegiance to him, for he hath falvation, he hath it in his 
power, he hath it to beftow upon all his fubje&s ; he is the God 
of falvation ; treafures of falvation are in him r He is fervaius, 

Javing himfelf i fo fome read it, rifing out of the grave by his own 

power* 
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power, and fo qualifying himfelf to be our Saviour. (3.) He is a 
meek humble tender father to all his fubjects as his children ; he is 
lowly ; he is poor and afflicled? fo the word fignifies ; fo it notes 
the meannefs of his condition, having emptied himfelf he was de- 
fpifed and rejected of men. But the evangclift tranflates it fo as 
co fpeak the temper of his fpirit, he is meek* not taking ftate upon 
him, or refenting injuries, but humbling himfelf from firft to laftj 
condefcending to the mean, companionate to the miferable ; this 
was a bright and excellent character of him as a prophet, Matth. 
xi. 29. Learn of me* for 1 am meek and lowly in hearty and no lefs 
fo as a king. It was a proof of this, ^£at when he made his 
publick entry into his own city (and it was the only paflage 
of his life that had any thing in it magnificent in the eye 
of the world) he chofe to ride not upon a ftately horfe, or 
in a chariot, as great men ufed to ride, but upon an afs? a 
bcaft of fervice indeed, but a poor filly and contemptible one, 
low, and flow, and in thofe days ridden only by the meaner fort 
of people, nor was it an afs fitted for ufe, but an afs's colt? a 
little foolifh unmanageable thing, that would be more likely to 
difgrace his rider than be any credit to him, and that not his own 
neither ; nor helped off, as fometimes a forry horfe is, by good 
furniture, for he had no faddle, no houfings, no trappings, no 
equipage, but his difciples clothes thrown upon the colt ; for 
he made himfelf of no reputation? when he vifited us in great hu-. 
•xnility. 

3. His kingdom is here fet forth in the glory of it; this 
king has, and will have a kingdom, not of this world, but a 
fpiritual kingdom, a kingdom of heaven, (r.) It fhall not be fet 
up and advanced by external force, by an arm of flefh, or weapons 
of warfare that are carnal, no, he will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim? and the horfes from ferufalem? ver. 10. for he {hall have 
no occafion for them while he himfelf rides upon an afs. He will 
in kindnefs to his people cut off their horfes and chariots, that 
they may not cut themfelves off from God, by putting that con- 
fidence in them, which they fhould put in the power of God only : 
He will himfelf undertake their protection, will himfelf be a 
wall of fire about ferufalem? and give his angels charge concern- 
ing it, thofe chariots of fire aiid horfes of fire? and then the cha- 
riots and horfes they had had in their fervice fhall be difcarded 
and cut off, as altogether needlefs. (2.) It fhall be propagated 
and eftablifhed by the preaching of the gofpel, the fpeaking of 
peace to the heathen ; for Chrift came and preached peace to them 
that were afar off? and to them that were nigh ; and fo eftablifhed 
his kingdom, by proclaiming on earth peace? and good will to- 
wards men. (3.) His kingdom, as far as it prevails in the minds 
of men, and has the afcendent over them will make them peace- 
able, and flay all enmities ; it will cut off the battle-bow, and 
beat fwords into plow-Jhares> it will not only command the peace, 
but will create the fruit of tin lips peace. (4.) It fhall extend it 
felf to all parts of the world, in defiance of the oppo%ion given 
to it. The chariot and horfe that came againft Ephraim and Je- 
rufalem, to oppofe the progre/s of Zion's king, fhall be cut off, his 
gofpel fhall be preached to the world, and be received among the 
heathen, fo that his dominion /hall be from fea to fea? and from 
the river even to the ends of the earthy as was foretold by David, 
Pfal. lxxii. 8. The preachers of the gofpel fhall carry it from 
one country, one ifland to another, till fome of the remoteft corners 
of the world are enlightened and reduced by it. 

4. Here is an account of the great benefit procured for mankind 
by the Meffiah, which is redemption from extream* mifery, typi- 
fied by the. deliverance of the Jews out of their captivity in Ba- 
bylon, ver. ii. As for thee alfo? thee, O daughter of Jerufalem; 
or thee, O Mefliah the prince, by the blood of thy covenant? i. e. 
by force and virtue of the covenant made with Abraham, fealed 
with the blood of circumcifion, and the covenant made with If- 
rael at mount Sinai, fealed with the blood of facrifices, in pur- 
fuance and performance of that covenant, / have now of late fent 
forth thy prifoners? thy captives, out of Babylon, which was to 
them a moft uncomfortable place, as a pit in which was no water. 
It was part of the covenant, that if in the land of their captivity 
they fought the Lord, he would be found of them, Lev. xxvi. 42, 
44, 45 % Deut. xxx. 4. It was by the blood of that covenant typify- 
ing the blood of Chrift, in whom all God's covenants with man 
are yea, and amen, that they were releafed out of captivity, and 
this was but a fhadow of the great falvation wrought out by thy 
king? O daughter of Zion. Note, A finful ftate is a ftate of 
bondage 5 it is a fpiritual prifon j it is a pit or a dungeon, in 
which there is no water? no comfort at all to be had, we are all 
by nature prifoners in this pit ; the fcripture has concluded us all 
under fin? and bound us over to the juftice of God. God is pleafed 
to deal upon new terms with thefe prifoners, to enter into another 
covenant with them ; the blood of Chrift is the blood of that 

■ 

covenam?, purchafed it for us, and all the benefits of it ; by that 
blood of the covenant, efte&uai provifion is made for the fending 
forth of thefe prifoners upon eafy and honourable terms, and 
proclamation made of liberty, to the captives, and the opening of 
the prifon to them that were bound, like Cyrus's proclamation 
to the Jews in Babylon, which all thofe whofe fpirits God ftirreth 
up will come and take the benefit of. ' 



12. % Turn ye to the ftrong hold, ye prifoners 
of hope, even to day do I declare, that I will ren- 
der double unto thee: 13. When I have bent Judah 
for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raifed up 
thy fons, O Zion, againft thy fons, O Greece, and 
made thee as the fword of a mighty man.: 14. And 
the LORD lhall be feen over them, and his arrow 
lhall go forth as the lightning: and the Lord GOD 
lhall blow the trumpet, and lhall go with whirlwinds 
of the fouth. 1 5. The LORD of hofts lhall de- 
fend them, and they lhall devour, and fubdue with 
fling-ftones, and they lhall drink, and make a noife 
as through wine, and they lhall be filled like bowls, 
and as the corners of the altar. 16. And the 
LORD their God lhall fave them in that day as 
the flock of his people, for they Jhall be as the ftones 
of a crown, lifted up as an enfign upon his land.- 
17. For how great is his goodnefs, and how great 
is his beauty ! corn lhall make the young men cheer- 
ful, and new wine the maids. 

The prophet having taught thofe that were returned out of 
captivity to attribute their deliverance to the blood of the covenant* 
and to the promife of the Mefliah, for therefore they were fa 
wonderfully helped becaufe that bleffing was in them, was yet 
in the womb of their nation, now comes to encourage them with 
the profpect: of a joyful and happy fettlcment, and of glorious 
times before them ; and fuch a happinefs they did enjoy in a 
great meafure for fome time, but thefe promifes have their full 
accomplifhment in the fpiritual bleffings of the gofpel, which we 
enjoy by Jefus Chrift. 

1. They arc invited to look unto Chrift and fly unto him as 
their city of refuge, ver. 12. Turn ye to the Jlrong hold? ye pri- 
foners of hope. The Jews that were returned out of captivity in- 
to their own land were yet in effect but prifoners? we are fer- 
vants this day, Neb. ix. 36. yet prifoners of hope? or expecla- 
tion? for God had given them a little reviving in their bondage, 
Ezra ix. 8, 9, Thofe that yet continued in Babylon, detained by 
their affairs there, yet lived in hope fome time or other to fee 
their own land again ; now both thefe are directed to turn their 
eyes upon the Meffiah, fet before them in the promife, as their 
Jlrong-hold? to fhelter themfelves in him, and ftay themfelves 
upon him, for the perfecling of the mercy which by his grace, and 
for his fake, was fo glorioufly begun, look unto hhn and be ye faved? 
Ifa. xlv. 2. The promife of the Meffiah was the firong-hold of 
the faithful long before his coming ; they faw his day at a di- 
ftance and were glad, and the believing expectation of this re- 
demption in Jerufale?n was long the fupport and conflation of Ifrael* 
Luke ii. 25, 38. They in their dangers and diftrefles were ready 
to turn towards this and the other creature for relief, but the 
prophets directed them ftill to turn k to Chri/l? and to comfort 
themfelves with the joy of their king coming to them with fal- 
vation. But as their deliverance was typical of our redemption 
by Chrift, ver. 11. fo this invitation to the ftrong-hold fpeaks 
the language of the gofpel call. Sinners are prifcneis, but they 
are prifoners of hope ; their cafe is fad? but it is not defperate ; yet 
now there is hope in Ifrael concerning them, Chrift is a Jlrong-hold 
for them, a ftrong tower in whom they may be fafe, and quiet 
from the fear of the wrath of God, the curfe of the law, and the 
aflaults of their fpiritual enemies, to him they muft turn by a 
lively faith, to him they muft fly, and truft in his name. 

2. They are afTured of God's favour to them. Even to day 
do I declare, when things are at the worft, and you think your 
cafe deplorable to the laft degree, yet I folemnly promife that 
/ will render double unto thee ; to thee, O Jerufalem, to every one 
of you prifoners of hope ; I will give you comforts double to the 
forrows you have experienced ; or, bleffings double to what I 
ever beftowed upon your fathers, when their condition was at 
the beft, the glory of your latter ftate, as well as of your latter 
houfe fhall be greater, fhall be twice as great as that of your for- 
mer. And fo it was no otherwife but by the coming of the 
Meffiah, the preaching of his gofpel, and the fetting up of his 
kingdom. Thefe fpiritual bleffings in heavenly things were double 
to what they had ever enjoyed in their moft profperous ftate. 
As a pledge of this, in the fulnefs of time, God here promifeth 
to the Jews victory, plenty, and joy in their own land, which 
yet fhould be but a type and fhadow of more glorious victories, 
riches, and joys, in the kingdom of Chrift. 

I. -They {hall triumph over their enemies^ the Jews after their 
return were furrounded with enemies on all lides, they 
fpeckled bird? all the birds of the field were againft them, their 
land Jay between the two potent kingdoms of Syria and Egypt, 
branches of the Grecian monarchy, and what frequent dangers 
they fhould be in between them was foretold, Dan. xi. But it 
is here promifed, that out of them all, the Lord would deliver 
them, and this promife had its primary accomplifhment in thm 

times of the Maccabees, when the Jews made head againft their 

enemies* 
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Chap. X. 



enemies, kept their head above water, and after many flruggles 
and difficulties came to be head over them. It is promifed, 

(i.) That they fhall be inftruments in God's hand, for the 
defeating and baffling of their perfecutors. I have bent fudab for 
me, as my bow of fteel, that bow / have filled with Ephraim, 
as my arrows, have drawn it up to its full bent, till the arrow be 
at the head, for fome think that is fignified by the phrafe of fil- 
ling the bow ; the expreffions here are very fine, and the figures 
lively; Judah had been taught the ufe of the bow * 2 Sam. i. 18.* 
and Ephraim had been famous for it, PfaL lxxviii. 9. But let 
them not think that they gain their fuccefles by their own bozv, 
for they themfelves are no more but God's bow* and his arrows ; 
tools in his hand which he makes ufe of, and manageth as he 
pleafeth, which he holds as his bow, and directs to the mark as 
his arrows. The beft and braveft of men are but what God 
makes them, and do no more fervice than he enables them to do. 
The preachers of the gofpel were the bow in Chrift's hand, with 
which he went forth, he went on conquering and to conquer ', Rev. 
vi. 2. The following words explain this, I have raifed up and 
fpirited thy fons, O Zion, againjl thy fons, O Greece. This was 
fulfilled when againjl Antiochus one of the kings of the Grecian 
monarchy, the people that knew their God were Jlrong and did 
exploits* Dan. xi. 32. And they in the hand of an almighty 
God were made as the fword sf a mighty man, which none can 
ftand before, wicked men are faid to be God's fword, PfaL xvii. 
13. and fbmetimes good men are made fo, for he employs both 
as he pleafeth. 

(2.) That God will be captain and commander in chief over 
them in every expedition, and engagement, ver. 14. The Lord 
Jhall be feen over than, he fhall make it appear that he prefides in 
their affairs, and that in all their motions they are under his 
conduit, as apparently, tho* not fo fenfibly, as he was feen over 
Jfrael in the pillar of cloud and fire, when he led them thro* 
the wildernefs. (1.) Is their army to be raifed or muttered, and 
brought into the field ? the Lord Jhall blow the trumpet to gather 
the forces together, to proclaim the war, to found the alarm, and 
to give directions which way to march, which way to move ; for 
if God blow the trumpet it fhall not give an uncertain found, or 
a feeble ineffectual one. (2.) Is the army taking the field, and 
entring upon a£Hon ? Whatever enterprife the campaign is opened 
with, God fhall go forth at the head of their forces with whirl- 
winds of the fouth, which were of incredible fwiftnefs and fierce- 
nefs ; and before thefe whirlwinds, thy fons, O Greece, fhall be 
as chafF. (3.) Is the army actually engaged ? God's arrow Jhall 
go forth as lightning, fo ftrongly, fo fuddenly, fo irrefiftibly : his 
lightnings fhall go forth as arrows, fee PfaL xviii. 14. He fen t 
out his arrows and fcattered ihe?n, i. e. he fhot out his lightnings and 
difcomfited them. This alludes to that which God had done for 
Ilrael of old, when he brought them out of Egypt, and into 
Canaan, and had its accompl/Jhment, partly in the wonderful fuc- 
cefles which the Jews had againft their neighbours that attacked 
them in the time of the Maccabees, by the fpecial appearances 
of the divine providence for them and perfectly in the glorious 
victories gained by the crofs of Chrift, and the preaching of the 
crofs over Satan, and all the powers of darknefs, whereby we are 
made more than conquerors. (4.) Are they in danger of being 
over-powered by the enemy ? The Lord of hofils Jhall defend them, 
ver. 15. The Lord their God Jhall fave them, ver. 16. fo that their 

enemies fhall not prevail over them, or prey upon them. God 
fhall be unto them for defence as well as offence, the Jhield of 
their help, as well as the fword of their excellency ; and this as 
the Lord of hqjls,, who has power to defend them, and as their 
God, who is engaged by promife to defend them, and by the 
propriety he has in them. He fhall fave them in that day, that 
critical, dangerous day, as the flock of his people, with the fame 
care and tendernefs that the fhepherd protects his fheep with". 
Thofe are fafe whom God faves. (5.) Did their enemies hope 
to fwallow them up ? It fhall be turned upon them^ and they 
fhall devour their enemies, and fhall fubdue with fling fiones, for 
want of better weapons, thofe that come forth againft them. 
The filones of the brook when God pleafeth, fhall do as great exe- 
cution as the beft train of artillery ; for the filars in their courfes 
fhall fight on the fame fide. Goliah was fubdued with a fling- 
.flone. Having fuddued, they fhall devour, Jhall drink the blood 
of their enemies, as it were, and as conquerors ufe to do, they 
fhall make a noife as through wine. It is ufual for conquerors with 
loud huzzas and acclamations, to glory in their victories, and 
proclaim them. We read of thofe that JI?out for maflery, and of 
the jhout of a king amongft God's people. They fhall be filled 
with blood and fpoil, as the bowls arid bafons of the temple, or 
the corners of the altar were ufed to be filled with the blood of 
the facrifices j for their enemies fhall fall as victims to divine 
juftice. 

2. They fhall triumph in their God. They fhall take the com- 
fort, and give God the glory of their fuccefles. So fome read, 
ver. 15- They Jhall eat, i. e. they fhall quietly enjoy what they 
have got; God will give them power to eat of it, after. they have 
fubdued the Jling-filones, i. e. their enemies that flung ftones at 
them 5 and they Jhall drink and ?nake a noife, a joyful noife before 
the Lord their maker and protector, as through wine, as men 

ufe to be merry at . a banquet of wine. Being not drunk with 



wine, wherein is exce/s 9 but filled with the Spirit, they fhall fpeak 
to themfelves and one another in pfalms. and hymns and fpiritual 
Jongs, as thofe that are drunk do with vain and foolifh fongs, 
Eph. v. 18, 19. And in the fulnefs of their joy they fhall offer 
abundance of facrifices to the* honour of God, fo that they Jhall 
fill both the bowls and the corners of the altar with the fat and 
blood of their facrifices. And when they thus triumph in their 
fuccefles, their joy fhall terminate in God as their God, the God 
of their falvation. They fhall triumph, 

1. In the love he has for them, and the relation wherein they 
ftand to him 3 that they are the flock of his people, and he is 
their fhepheid, and that they are to him as the Jlones of a crown, 
which are very precious, and of great value, and which are kept 
under a ftrong guard : never was any king fo pleafed with the 
jewels of his crown, as God is and will be with his people, that 
are near and dear unto him, and in whom he glories. They 
are a crozun of glory and a royal diadem in his hand, Ifa. lxii. 2, 3. 
And they Jhall be mine, faith the Lord in that day, when I make 
up my jezvels, Mai. iii. 17. And they Jhall be lifted up as an en- 
fign upon his land, as the royal ftandard is difplayed in token of 
triumph and joy, God's people are his glory, fo he is pleafed to 
make them, fo he is pleafed to reckon them. He fets them up 
as a banner upon his own land, waging war againft thofe that 
hate him, to whom it is a flag of defiance, and a center of unity 
to all that love him, to all the children of God that are fcattered 
abroad, who are invited to come and lift themfelves under this 
banner, Ifa. xi. 10, 12. 

2. In the provifion he makes for them, ver. 15. 



This is the 

matter of their triumph, ver. 17. For how great is his goodnefs, 
and how great is his beauty / This is the fubftance, this the bur- 
den, of the fongs wherewith they fhall make a noife before the 
Lord. We are here taught, (1.) To admire and praife the 
amiablenefs of God's being. How great is his beauty ! All the 
perfections of God's nature confpire to make him infinitely lovely 
in the eyes of all that know him. They are to him as the 
flones of a crown, but what is he to them ? Our bufinefs in the 
temple is to behold the beauty of the Lord, Pfal. xxvii. 4. and how 
great is that beauty ! How far doth it tranfeend all other beauties, 
particularly the beauty of his holinefs. This may refer to the Mef- 
fiah, to Z ion's king that comet h, fee that king in his beauty, Ifa. 
xxxiii. 17. who is fairer than the children of ?nen, the fairejl 
of ten thoufand, and altogether lovely. Tho' in the eye of the 
world he had no form or comlinefs, in the eye of faith how 
great is his beauty ! (2.) To admire and give thanks for the 
gifts of God's favour and grace ; his bounty as well as his beauty, 
for how great is his goodnefs! How rich in mercy is he! How 
deep, how full are its fprings ! How various, how plenteous, 
how precious, are its ftreams ! What a great deal of good doth 
God do ! How rich in mercy is he ! Here is an inftance of his 
goodnefs to his people, Corn Jhall make the young men cheerful, 
and new wine the maids, i. e. God will blefs his people with an 
abundance of the fruits of the earth ; whereas they had been af- 
flicted with fcarcity to that degree, that the young men and the 
?naidens were ready to fwoon and faint away for hunger and 
thirft, Lam. ii. 12, 21. — iv. 7, 8. — v. 10. Now they (hall have 
bread enough, and to fpare j not water only,, but wine,, new wine, 
which fhall make the young people grow and be cheerful ; and 
(which fome have obferved, to be the effect of plenty and the 
cheapnefs of corn) the poor will be encouraged to marry and 
re-people the land, when they fhall have wherewithal to main- 
tain their families. Note, What good gifts God beftows upon 
us, we muft ferve him cheerfully with them, and muft trace the 
ftreams up to the fountain, and when we are refrefhed with corn 
and wine muft fay, How great is his goodnefs / 



CHAP. X. 



The fcope of this chapter is much the fame with that of the chapter 
before, to encourage the fews that were returned, with hopes, 
that tho* they had been under divine rebukes, for their negligence 
in rebuilding the temple, and zvere now furrounded with enemies 
and dangers ; yet that God zvould do them good, and make them 
profperous at home, and victorious abroad. Now, ( I . ) They are 
here directed to eye the great God in all events that were con* 

- cerning them ; and, both in the evils they fujfered, and the 
comforts they . defired, to acknowledge his hand, ver. i — 4- 
(2.) They are encouraged to expeft flrength and. fuccefs from 
him, in all their flruggles with the enemies of their church and 
Jlate, and to hope that the iffue. would be glorious at. lajl, 
ver. 5 — 1 2. 
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Gracious things and glorious ones, very glorious and very gra- 
cious were promifed to this poor afflicted people, in the fore- 
going chapter; now here he intimates to them, that he will, 
for tbefe things, he enquired of by them, and that he expects they 
Ihould acknowledge him in all their ways* and in all his ways 
towards them ; him and not idols that were rivals with him for 
their refpefts. 

1 . He directs them to apply themfelves to God by prayer, for 
rain in the feafon thereof. He had promifed in the clofe of the 
foregoing chapter, that there fhould be great plenty of corn and 
wine, whereas for feveral years, by reafon of unfeafonable wea- 
ther, there had been great fcarcity of both 5 but the earth will 
not yield its fruits, unlefs the heavens water it, and therefore 
they mull look up to God for the devj of heaven, in order to the 
fatnefs and fruitfulnefs of the earth. Ver. 1. Ask ye of the Lord 
rain. Do not pray to the. clouds, or to the ftars for rain, but 
to the Lord ; for he it is that hears the heavens, when they hear 
the earth, Hof. ii. 21. Seafonable rain is a great mercy, which 
we muft ask of God ; rain in the time of the latter rain, when 
there is mofl need of it : the former rain fell at the feed-time, in 
autumn ; the latter fell in the fpring, between March and May, 
which brought the corn to an ear, and filled it. If either of thefe 
rains failed, it was very bad with that land ; for from the end 
of May to September, they never had any rain at all. Jerom, 
who lived in Judea, faith, he never faw any rain there in June 
or July. They are directed to ask for it in the time when it ufed 
to corrie. Note, We muft in our prayers dutifully attend the 
courfe of providence ; ask for mercies in their proper time, and 
Jiot expect that God fhould go out of his ufual way and method 
for us* But fince fometimes God denied rain in the ufual time, 
as a token of his difpleafure, they muft pray for it then as a token 
of his favour, and they fhall not pray in vain. Ask, and it fhall 
be given you ; fo the Lord Jhall make bright clouds, which, though 
they are without rain themfelves, yet are prefages of rain ; 
lightnings^ (fo the margin reads it) for he tnaketh lightnings for 
the rain. He will give them Jhowers of rain, in great abundance, 
and fo give to every one grafs in the field ; for God is univerfally 
good,- and makes his rain to fall upon the jujl and the unjujl. 

2. He fhews them the folly of making their addrefTes to idols, 
as their fathers had done. Ver. 2. The idols have fpoken vanity ; 
the Teraphim which they courted and confulted in their diftrefs, 
were fo far from being able to command rain for them, that 
they could not fo much as tell them when they fhould have rain. 
They pretended to promife them rain at fuch a time, but it did 
not come. The diviners, that were the prophets of thofe idols, 
have feen a lye ; their vifions were all a cheat and a fham, and 
they have told folfe dreams, fuch as the event did not anfwer, 
which proved that they were not from God. Thus they com- 
forted in vain thofe that confulted the lying oracles ; all the vani- 
ties of the heathen put together, could not give rain, Jer. xiv. 22. 
Yet this was not the worft of it ; they not only got nothing by 
the falfe gods, but they loft the favour of the true God ; for there- 
fore they went their way into captivity, as a flock driven into the 

fold ; and they were troubled with one vexation after another, as 
fcattered fheep ufe to be, becaufe there was no jhepherd, no prince 
to rule them, 1 no prieft to intercede for them, none to take care 
of them, and keep them together. They that wandered after 
ftrange gods, were made to wander into ftrange nations. 

3. He fhews them the hand of God in all the events that 
were concerning them, both thofe that made againft them, and 
thofe that made.for them, ver. 3. Let them confider, (r.) When 
every thing went crofsj it was God that walked contrary to 
them, ver. 3. Mine anger was kindled againjl the Jhepberds that 
fhould have fed the flock, but neglected it and ftarved it. I 
was difpleafed at the wicked magiftrates and mlnifters, the idol 
fhepherds; the captivity in Babylon was a token of God's anger 
againft them; in it like wife he punijhed the goats, thofe of the 
flock that were filthy and mifchievous, they were fet on the 
left-hand, to go away into punifhment. Though the body of the 
nation fuffered in the captivity, yet it was only the goats and the 
fhepherds that God was angry with, and that he punifhed ; the 
fame affliction to others came from the love of God, and was 
but a fatherly chajlifement, which to them came from his wrath, 
and was a judicial puni/hment. (2.) When things began, to 
change for the better, it was God that gave them the happy 
turn. He has now vifited his flock with favour, to enquire after 
them, and provide what he finds proper for them, and he has 
made them as his goodly horfe in the battle ; has beautified them, 
taken care of them, managed and made ufe of them as a man 
doth the horfe he rides on ; has made them valuable in themfelves, 
and formidable to thofe about them, as his goodly horfe. It is. 
God that makes us what we are., and it is with us as he appoints. 

No. Ixxviii. 



4. He fhews them that every creature is to them what God 
makes it to be, ver. 4. Out of him came forth the corner^ out of him 
the nail. (1.) All the power that was cno-aoed aramff thpm wad 



Out of fr ? m God 
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(1.) All the power that was engaged againft them wasi 
out of him came all the combined force of .their ene- 
every opprejfor together i (and the bppreffors of Ifrael werei 
not a few) did but what his hand and his counfel determined be- 
fore to be done; nor could they have had fuch power againft 
them, unlefs it had been given them from above; (2.) All the 
power likewife that was engaged for them was derived from him, 
and depended on him. Out of him came* forth the cornerjlone of 
the building* the power of magiftrates which keeps the feveral 
parts of the ftate together. Princes are often called the corners of 
the people, as 1 Sam. xiv. 38. Out of him came forth the nail 
that fixeth the ftate, the 7iail in the fireplace^ Ifa. xxii. 23. The 
nail in his holy place, Ezra ix. 8. Out of him came forth the 
battle-bow, the military power, and out of him every opprejfor, or 
exactor, that has the civil power in his hand ; and therefore to 
God the fountain of power we muft always have an eye^ and fee 
every man's judgment proceeding from him. 
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Here are divers precious promifes made to the people of God 9 
which look farther than to the ftate of the Jews in the latter days 
of their church, and have certain reference to the fpiritual Ifrael 
of God, the gofpel church, and all true believers. 

1. They fliall have God's favour and prefence, and fhall be 
owned and accepted of him. . This is the foundation of all the 
reft, The Lord is with them, ver. 5. He efpoufes their caufe, 
takes their part, is on their fide, and if he be for them, who can 
be againft them ? Again, ver. 6.. / have mercy upon them. All 
their dignity and joy is owing purely to God's mercy ; and mercy 
as it fuppofeth mifery, fo it excludes merit. They had been caft 
' off, the effect of which could not but be mifery ; they had been 
juftly caft off, and therefore could pretend to merit nothing at 
. God's hand, but wrath and the curfe, yet it is promifed they 
Jhall be as though I had not cafl them off. The tranfgreffions of 
their fathers, for which "they had been rejected, fhall not only not 
be vifited upon them, but they fhall not be fo much as remem- 
bered againft them : God will be fo perfectly reconciled to them, 
as if he had never contended with them, and the falling out of 
thefe lovers fhall rather be the renewing than the weakning of 
love. They fhall have fuch a full aflurance of God's being re- 
conciled to them ; and upon 

themfelves, that they fhall be as eafy as if they had never been 
caft off; and their condition after their reftoration to the divins 
. favour, fhall be fo very happy, that there fhall not remain the 
leaft fear from the wounds which were given them by their being 
caft off. Such favour doth God fliew to returning repenting fin- 
ners, that were by nature at a diftance, and children of wrath , 
fuch fellowfhip are they admitted into, and fuch freedom doth he 
ufe with them, that they are as though they had never been cafl off. 
(1.) The covenant they are admitted into, is the fame that ever 
it was. I am the Lord their God, according to the original con- 
tract, the covenant made with their fathers. (2.) The com- 
munion they arc admitted into, is the fame that ever it was ; / 
will hear them. They fhall be as welcome as ever to fpeak to 

him, and as fure as ever to receive from him an anfwer of peace; 
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for as he never did, fo he never will fay to Jacob's feed, feek ye 
me in vain. 

z. They fhall be vi&orious over their enemies, that would 
draw them from either their duty to God, or their comfort in 
God. Ver. 5. They Jhall-be as mighty men, that are both flrong 
in body, and bold in fpirit, men of vigour, men of valour, effe- 
ctive men : They of Ephraim, as well as they of Judah, fhall be 
like a mighty man, ver. 7. that dares go about a difficult enterprife, 
and is able to go through with it. They fhall as mighty men 
tread down their enemies in the battle, as the dirt that is thrown 
out of the houfes, is trodden with other dirt in the mire of the 
flreets. And they Jhall therefore fight becaufe the Lord is with them. 
Some would argue, they fhall therefore fit ftill and do nothing, 
becaufe the Lord is with them, that can and will do all : No, 
God's gracious prefence with us to help us, muft not fuperfede, 
but quicken and animate our endeavours to help ourfelves ; and 
we muft therefore work out our fahation with fear and trembling, 
becaufe it is God that works in us both to will and to do. They 
fhall fisht with readinefs and refolution, becaufe if God be with 



more than conquerors. 

The cavalry of 



3 



them, they are fure to be conquerors, 
For then the riders on horfies jliall be confounded. 
the enemies fhall be routed and put into diforder by the infantry 
of the Jews. The preachers of the gofpel of Chrift went forth 
to war a good warfare, they charged bravely, becaufe God was 
with them ; and the riders on horfes that oppofed them were con- 
founded, for God chofe the weak and foolijh things of the world to 
confound the %uifie and mighty. But whence have they all this 
might? How come they to be fo able, fo active ? It is in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might, that they are fo, ver. 6. 
J will flrengihen the hsufie of Judah, and fo / will fiave the houfie 

of JoJ'eph. Note, God faves us by flrengthening us, and works 
out our happinefs by working in us to do our duty. And thus 
we are engaged to the utmoft diligence in ufing the ftrength God 
gives us, and yet when all is done, God muft have the glory of 
all. God is our ftrength, and fo becomes both our fong and our 

fahation. 

Thofe of them that are difperfed fhall be gathered together 
into one body, ver. 6. I will bring them again to place them; bring 
them from other lands t9 place them m their own land. ' This was 
a token of their being perfectly reftorcd to all their other ancient 
privileges, they fhall be reftored to the poflTeffioii of their own 
land. This was fulfilled, when the children of God that were fcattered 
abroad, were by faith in Chrift incorporated in the gofpel church, 
and Jews and Gentiles became one fold, John x. 16. In order 
to this, ver. 8. / will hifs for them, or rather, whittle for them, 
as the fhepherd with his pipe calls his fheep together that know 
his voice, and fo 1 will gather them. The preaching of the gof- 
pel was as it were God's hijfing for fouls to come to Jefus Chrift, 
his calling in his fcattered fheep to the green paftures. / will 
gather them, for I have redee?ned them. Note, Whom Chrift 
has redeemed by his blood, God will gather by his grace, as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings. This promife is enlarged upon, 
ver. 10. / tuill bring them again alfo out of the land of Egypt. 
Some think this was literally fulfilled when Ptolcmaeus Philadelphus 
king of Egypt fent an hundred and twenty thoufand Jews out 
of his country into their own land, as was the promife of gather- 
ing them out of Aflyria, by Alexander the fon of Antiochus 
Epiphanes. But it has its fpiritual accomplifhment in the gather- 
ing in of precious fouls, out of a bondage worfe than that in 
Egypt or Aftyria, and bringing of them into the glorious liber- 
ties of the children of God, and their enjoyments, which are as 
the beautiful, fruitful paftures in the land of Gilead and Lebanon. 
All the land of promife is theirs, even Gilead, the utmoft border 
of it eaftward, and Lebanon, the utmoft border northward. But 
how fhall this be ? How fhall a people fo difperfed be got toge- 
ther ? How fhall they that are fet at fuch a diftance from their 



be brought to it again ? 



It is true. 



the difficulties 

as effe- 



own country, 

feem infuperable, but they fhall be got over as eafily, 
ctually as thofe that lay in the way of their deliverance out of 
E<rypt, and their entrance into Canaan. He jh all pafs through the fea 
with affliction, as of old through the Red -fea, to the fore affiicTrion 
of Pharaoh and his hofts ; or to the fore affliction of the fea, the 
zuaves whereof he Jhall firnitc, fo that it fhall be driven back, 
when the fea faw and fed, Pfal. cxiv. 
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when his time is come for the doing of it 



the way of their deliverance ? He fhall give check to it that fets 
bounds to the proud waves of the fea, and it fiwll be brought dozun. 
Doth the fcepter of Egypt oppofe it ? That fhall depart away, fo 
that it fhall not be able to obftrucl the gathering in of God's Ifrael, 

; when the gofpel 

church was to be gathered out of all nations by the preaching of 
the gofpel, great oppofition was given to it by the enraged, com- 
bined powers of earth and hell. Infuperable difficulties feemed to 
be in the way of it 3 but by a divine power going along with the 
doctrine of Chrift, it became mighty to the pidling down of filrong 
holds, and the converfion and falvation of thoufands. Then the 
fea fled, and Jordan was driven back, at the prefence of the Lord. 

4«. They fhall greatly multiply* and the church, that new world 
fhall be replenijhed. Per. 3, They /hall increafe as they have in- 




and 



creafied formerly in Egypt, and great additions fhall be made to 
their numbers, as in the days of David and Solomon, When 
God gathers his redee?ned ones to himfelf, they fhall help to ga- 
ther in others with them, and their motion homewards fhall be 
like that of a fnow-ball, creficit eundo, the farther it goes the 
larger it grows by accretion. / will gather them, and they fihall 
increafe. Note, The church of Chrift is a growing body, as 
long as it is in the prefent ftate of minority, till it comes to the 
tneafiure of theflature of the fulnefs of Chrifil. There are added to 
it daily fuch as Jhall be faved. (1.) It (hall fpread to dijlant 
places. ' It fhall fillCanaan, even to the lands of Gilead and Le- 
banon, fo that no more place, no more room, fhall be found for 
it there, ver. 10. In Judah only God had been known, and his 
name- great in Ifrael only. Here only he revealed hlsflaiutes and 
judgments, but in gofpel times that place fhall be quite too freight • 
che church's tent muft be enlarged, and its cords lengthened ; then 
/ will fiozv them among the people, ver. 9. Their fcattering fhall be 
like the fcattering of feed in the ground, not to bury it, but to 
increafe it, that it may bring forth much fruit. The Jews are 
/aid to be difperfed into every nation under heaven, A6ls ii. 5. 
as it was their troubles that difperfed fome of them, fo perhaps 
others tranfplanted themfelves in colonies, becaufe the land of 
Ifrael was too ftreight for them ; and many were natives of 
other nations, but profelyted to the Jewifh religion ; now thefe 
were fiozvn a?nong the people, Hof. ii. 23. And this contributed 
very much to the fpread ing of the gofpel. 

from all parts to worfhip at Jerufalem, fetched thence the gofpel 
light and fire to their own countries, as thofe, jicls ii. and the 
eunuch, Acls viii. And their own fynagogues in the feveral cities 
of the Gentiles, were the firft receptacles of the apoftles, and 
their preaching, wherever they came. Thus when God fowed 
them among the people, that they might not get hurt by the Gen- 
tiles, but do good to them, he took care that they fhould reme?nber 
him, and maie mention of his name in far countries ; and by 
keeping up the knowledge of God among them, as he had reveal- 
ed himfelf in the Old Tefta ment ; they would be the more 
ready to admire the knowledge of Chrift, as he has revealed him- 
felf in the New Teftament. (2.) It fhall lafil to future 

The church fhall not be res unius ataiis, but a feed in it 
fhall fierve the Lord, ver. 7, Tea, their children fi M jll fee it and be 
glad ; and ver. 9. They ^ Jhall live with their: children, and turn 
again. Converts to Chrift fhall have their children about them, 
whom they fhall teach the knowledge of the Lord, and brincr 
with them when they turn again to the holy land, and the way 
of holinefs. It was faid to thofe to whom the gofpel was firft 
preached, The promife is to you and to your children^ Acls ii. 39. 
They fhall be fo fiozvn among the people, as never to be extirpated: 
Chrift's family upon earth fhall never be extinct, nor his pur- 
chafed pofleflion loft for want of heirs. 

God himfelf will 



The Jews that came 



ages. 



5 



(1.) In him they 

faclion : 



be both their ftrength and 



their fong. 

fhall be comforted, and fhall have abundant fatif- 
ver. 7. Tfieir heart Jhall rejoice as through wine, for Ch rift's 
love, which is their joy, is better than wine. They fhall be like a 
mighty ?nan, and their heart JJjall rejoice. When we refolutely 
refift, and fo overcome our fpiritual enemies, then our hearts Jhall 
rejoice. But we ruin our own joy, if our refiftance be feeble, and 
we yield to the temptations of Satan. Their heart fliall rejoice, 
and then they fhall be as a mighty man, for the joy of the Lord ' 
will be our flrength. And with their graces, their joys fhall be 
propagated. Their children Jhall fee it and be glad, a?id their 
hearts alfo Jhall rejoyce in the Lord. It is good to acquaint chil- 
dren betimes with the delights of religion, and to make the fer- 
vices of it as pleafant as may be to them ; that learning betimes 
to rejoice in the Lord, they may with purpofe of heart cleave to 
him. (z.) By him they fhall be carried on with vigour, and en- 
largement of heart in his fervice, ver. iz. I will ftrengthen them 
in the Lord, ftrengthen them for their walk and work, as well as 
for their warfare. It is the God of Ifrael that gives flrength and 
power unto his people, that ftrengthens all their powers and facul- 
ties for fpiritual performances, above what they are by nature, 
and againft what they are by the corruption of nature. Nov/ 
obferve, (r.) How they are thus enabled and invigorated for their 
duty.^ I the Lord will flrength en them in tin* Lord ; in the MejJiah^ 
who is Jehovah our flrength, as well as Jehovah our right eoufinefis. 
Strength is treafiured, up for us in Chrift, and from him it is dep- 
rived to us. It is through Chrift flrengthening us, that we can da 
all things, and without him we can do nothing. His flrength is 
commanded him for this purpofe, Pfal. Ixviii. 2 3. (2.) What 
good ufe they fhall make of this ftrength given unto them. They 
Jhall walk up and down in his name. If God ftrengthen us, we ' 
muft beftir ourfelves ; muft walk up and down in all the duties of 
the Chriftian life, muft be active and bufy in the work of God, 
muft walk up and dozu?i as induftrious men do, lofing no time, 
and letting flip no opportunity. But ftill we muft voalk up and 
down in the na?ne of Chrifl, muft do all by warrant from him, 
and in dependence on him, with an eye to his word as our rule, 
and his glory as our end. To us to live muft be Chrift ; and 
whatever we do in word or deed, we muft do all in the name of the * 
Lord Jefus, that we receive not the flrengthening grace of God 

in vain. See PfiaL Ixxx. 17, 1 8. 
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chap. xr. 



in, 



God's prophet that in the chapters before zuas an embaffador fent to 
promife peace, is here a herald fent to proclaim war. The 
Jewijh nation Jhall recover its profperity, and Jhall flour ijh for 
fo?ne time, and become confiderable ; // Jhall be very happy at 
length in the coming of the long expelled MeJJiah, in the preach- 
ing of his go/pel, and the fetting up of his flandard there. But 
uuhen thereby the chofen remnant among them are effectually called 
and united to Chrifl, the body of the nation perfijling in un- 
belief Jhall be utterly abandoned, and given up to ruin for reject- 
ing Chrift ; and that is it that is foretold here in this chapter ; 
the fetus rejecting Chrifl, which zuas their me afure -filling fin, 
and the wrath which for that fin ca?ne upon them to- the uttermo/l. 
Here is, ( I .) A prediction of the deJlruClion itfelf that Jhould come 
upon the Jewijh nation, ver. i — 3. (2.) The putting of it into 
the hands of the MeJJiah. ( 1. ) He is charged with the cujlody of 
that flock, ver. 4. — 6. (2.) He undertakes it, and bears rule in 
it, ver. 7, 3. (3.) Finding it per v erf e, he gives it up, ver. 9. 

reaks his Jhepherd*s faff, ver. io, 11. Refents the indignities 
done him, and the contempt put upon him, ver. 12, 13. And then 
breaks his other flaff, ver. 14. (4.) He turns them over into the 
hands of foolijh Jhepherds, who inflead of preventing, Jhall compleat 
their ruin, and both the blind leaders and the blind followers Jhall 
fall together into the ditch, ver. 15 — 17. This is foretold to the 
poor of the flock before it comes to pafs, that when it doth come io 
pafs, they may not be offended. 



which were the glory of the : f wains are laid wafte. The young 
lions howl, for the pride of Jordan is fpoiled. The pride of Jordan 
was the thickets on the bank?, in which the lions repofed therrt- 
felves 5 and therefore, when the river overflowed and ' fpoiled 
them, the lions came up from them, as we read Jer. xliv. 19. 
and they came up roaring. Note, When thofe that have power^ 
proudly abufe their power, and inftead of hem^Jhepherds, are as 
young lions, they may expect that the righteous God will humble 
their pride, and break their power. 



4. Thus faith the LORD my God, Feed the 



flock of the (laughter, 5 
and hold themfelves not 



Whofe poffefibrs flay them P 

and thev that fell 



them, 



guilty 

fay, Bleffed be the LORD, 
and their own fhepherds pity them not. 
no more pity the inhabitants of the land, 
LORD: but 



they 
for I 

6. 



am 
For J 



rich 



will 



faith the 



o 



PEN thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire 
may devour thy cedars. 2. Howl fir-tree, 
for the cedar is fallen, becaufe the mighty are fpoil- 

O ye oaks of Bafhan, for the foreft of the 

There is a voice of the 



cd 



howl, 



vintage is come down. 3. 
howling of the fhepherds ; 



ir 

for 



their glory is fpoiled : 



a voice of the roring of young lions ; for the pride of 
Jordan is fpoiled. 



predictions 
and of the 



In dark and figurative expreffions, as is ufual in the fcripture 

of things at a diftance, ihat deftrudtion of Jerufalem,- 
Jewifli church and nation, is here foretold, which our 
Lord Jefus when the time was at hand prophefied of very plainly 
and exprefsly. We have here, 

1. Preparation made for that deftru&ion, ver. 1. Open thy doors, 
O Lebanon. Thou wouldft not open them to let thy king in, he 
came to his otvn, and his own received him not ; now thou muft 
open them to Jet thy ruin in. Let the gates of the foreft and all 
the avenues to it be thrown open, and let the fire come in and 
devour its glory. Some by Lebanon here underftand the temple, 
which was built of cedars from Lebanon, and the ftones of -it 
white as the fnow of Lebanon. It was burnt with fire by the 
Romans, and its gates were forced open by the fury of the fol- 
diers. To confirm this, they tell a ftory, that forty years be- 
fore the deftrudiion of the fecond temple, the gates of it opened of 
their own accord ; upon which prodigy, Rabbi Johanan made this 
remark (as it is found in one of the Jewifli authors). Now I 
know, faid he, that the deftrudtion of the temple is at hand, 
according to the prophecy of Zechariah, Open thy doors, O Leba- 
non, that the fire ?nay devour thy cedars. Others underftand it 
of Jerufalem, or rather of the whole land of Canaan, to which 
Lebanon was an inlet on the north. All fhall lie open to the in- 
vader, and the cedars, the mighty and eminent men, fhall be de- 
voured ; which cannot but alarm thofe of an inferior rank, ver. z. 
If the cedars are fallen, i. e. if all the mighty are fpoiled, and 
brought to ruin, let the fir-tree boivl. How can the flender fir- 
trees ftand, if ftately cedars fall ? If cedars are devoured by fire, 
it is time for the fir-trees to bowl \ for no wood fo combuftible as 
that of the fir. And let the oaks of BaJhan that lie expofed to 
every injury howl, for the forefil of the vintage,, or the flourijhing 
vineyard, that ufed to be guarded with a particular care, is come 
down. Or, as fome read it, when the defenced forcfls, fuch as 
Lebanon was are come down. Note, The falls of the wife and 
good into fin, and the falls of the rich and great into trouble, 
are loud alarms to thofe that are every way their inferiors, not 
to be fecure. 

2. Lamentation made for the deftruftion, ver. 3. Thereii a 
voice of howling. Thofe that are fallen, howl for grief and 
JJjame, and thofe who fee their own turn coming, howl for 
fear. But the great men efpcciaily, receive the alarm with the 
utmoft confufion. Thofe that were roaring in the day of their 
revels, and triumphs, are howling in the day of their terrors ; for 
now they are tormented more than others. Thofe great men were 
by office fl)epherds, and fuch fhould have protected God's flock 
committed to their charge: it is the duty both of princes and 
priefts ; but they were as young Hons, that made themfelves a ter- 
ror to the flock, with their roaring, and the flock a prey to 
themfelves with their tearing. Note, It is fad with a people, 
When thofe that fhould be as JJjepberds to them, are as young lions 
to them. But what is the ifiue ? The fhepherds howl, for their 



I will deliver the men every 
hand, and into the hand 



one 
of his 



into his neighbours 

king, and they fhall finite the land, and out of their 
hand I will not deliver them. 



the flock of flaughter, even you, 
and I took unto 



7. And I will feed 

of the flock : 



O 



ftaves 



poor 
the one 



I called 



Beauty, 
flock, 
and my 
red me. 



and 



me two 

the other I called Bands, and I fed the 



8. Three fhepherds alfo I cut oft in one month, 
foul lothed them, and their foul alfo abhor- 

: that 



9. Then faid I, I will not feed you : 

and that that is to be cut off, 

the 



that dieth, let it die 



and let the reft eat every one 
10. $ And I took my fraff, even 



let it be cut off ; 
flefh of another. 

Beauty, and cut it afunder, that I might break my cove- 
nant which I had made with aH the people. 11. And it 
was broken in that day : and fo the poor of the flock 

knew that it was the word of 



that waited upon me, 
the LORD. 12. And I 



faid 



unto them, if ye think 
good, give me my price; and if not, forbear: fo they 
weighed for my price thirty pieces of filver. 13. And 
the L O R D faid unto me. Caft it unto the 



a goodly price that I was prifed at of them. 



potter : 
And I took 



the thirty pieces of filver, and caft them to the potter in the 
houfe of the LORD. 14. Then I cut afunder mine 
other ftaff, even Bands, that I might break the brother- 
hood between Judah and Ifrael. 



The prophet here is made a type of Chrift, as the prophet 
Ifaiah fometimes was ; and the fcope of thefe verfes is to fhew, that 
for judgment Chrijl came into this zvorld, ■ John ix. 39. for judg- 
ment to the Jewifh church and nation, which were, about the 
time of his coming, wretchedly corrupted and degenerated by 
the worldlinefs and hypocrify of their rulers. Chrift would have 
healed them, but they would not be healed, they are therefore 
left defolate, and abandoned to ruin. Obferve here, 

1. The defperate cafe of the Jewifli church, under the tyranny 
of their own governors. Their llavery in their own country, 
made them as milbrable as their captivity in ftrange countries had 
done. Their poffeffors Jlay them and Jell them, ver. 5. In Zecha- 
riah's time we find the rulers and the nobles juftly rebuked for' 
exacting uficry of their brethren ; and the governors, even by 
their fervants oppreifive to the people, Neh. v. 7, 15. In Chrift's 
time, the chief prie/ls, and the elders that were the poffeffors of 
the flock by their traditions, the commandments of men, and 
their impofitions on the confeiences of the people, became perfefl 
tyrants, devoured their houfes, engrofled their wealth, and fleeced 
the flock inftead of feeding it. The Sadducees that were deifts, 
corrupted their judgments. The Pharifees, that were bigots for 
fuperftition, corrupted their morals, by making void the com- 
mandments of God, Mat. xv. 6. Thus they JJetv the fheep of 
the flock, thus they fold them. They mattered not what became 
of them, fo they could but gain their own ends, and ferve their 
own interefts. And, (1.) In this theyjuftified themfelves. They 
Jlay them, and hold themfelves not guilty. They think there is no 
harm in it, and that they fhall never be called to an account for 
it by the chief fhepherd ; as if their power were given them for 
deftru&ion, which was defigned only for edification; and as if, 
becaufe they fat in Mofes's feat, they were not under the obliga- 
tion of Mofes's law ; but might difpenfe with it, and with them- 
felves in the breach of it, at their pleafure. Note, Thofe have 
their minds wofully blinded indeed, that do ill, and juftify them- 
felves in it: but God will -not hold them guiltlefs, who hold 
themfelves fo. (2.) In this they affronted God,^ by giving him 
thanks for the gain of their oppreflion. They faid, bleffed be^ the 

As if becaufe they profpered in their wick- 
and raifed eftates, God had made him- 



glory is failed. Their "paftures and the flocks that covered them, j no forrow with it. 



Lord, for I am rich. 

ednefs, got money by it, 
felf patron of their unjuft practices, and providence was become 

particeps criminis. What is got honeftly we ought to give God 
thanks for, and to blefs him whofe bleffing makes rich, and adds 

But with what face can we go to God, either 

to 
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to beg a blefling upon the unlawful methods of getting wealth, or 
to return him thanks for fuccefs in them ? They fhould rather 
have gone to God to confefs the fin, to take fhame to themfelves 
for it, and to vow reftitution, than thus to mock him, by 
making the gains of fin, the gift of God, who hates 
robbery for burnt- offerings •* and-reckofts not himfelf praifed by the 
thankfgiving, if he be diflionoured, either in the getting, or in 
the ufing of that which we give him thanks for. (3.) In this 
they put contempt upon the people of God, as unworthy their 
regard, or compaffionate confideration -* their own Jbepherds pity 
them not ; they make them miferable, and then do not commife- 
rate them. Chrift had compaffon on the multitude* becaufe . they 
fainted* and were fcattered abroad* 
really they had worfe than none, 
them not* nor (hewed any concern for them, 
a church when its paftors have no tendernefs, no compaffion for 
precious fouls, when they can look upon the ignorant, the foolifh, 
the wicked, the weak without pity. 

The fentence of God's wrath pafled upon them for their fenfe- 



»■ — \ - j - j 

as if they had no Jhepherd* as 
but their own Jhepherds pitied 

Note, It is ill for 



z. 



lefihefs and ftupidity in this condition, 

a deftrudiion of religion among them 



There was a general de- 



and it was all 



•xxiii. 



cay, nay, w 

one to them, they regarded it not, My people loved to^ have it fo* 
Jer. v. 31. Though they were opprejfed and broken in judgment* 
yet they willingly zualked after the commandment* Hof. v. 1 1 . And 
as their fhepherds pitied them not, fo they did not bemoan 
themfelves 5 therefore God faith, ver. 7. I will no ?nore pity the 
inhabitants of the land. They have courted their own 
and fo let their doom be. But thofe are truly miferable whom 
the God of mercy himfelf will no more have compaffion upon. 
They that are willing to have their confeiences opprejfed by thofe 
that teach for doctrines the commandments of 7nen* as the Jews 
were, who called them Rabbi, Rabbi, that did fo, Mat. xv. 9. 

7. are often punifhed by oppreffion in their civil intcrefts, 
and juftly, for they forfeit their own rights, who tamely give up 
God's rights. The Jews did fo, the Papifts do fo 5 and who 
can pity them if they be ruled with rigour ? God here threatens 
them, (r.) That he will deliver them into the hand of oppref- 
fbrsj every one into his neighbour's hand* fo that they fhall ufe 
one another barbaroufly. The feveral parties in Jerufalem did 
fo ; the zealots, the feditious, as they were called, committed 
greater outrages than the common enemy did •* as Jofephus relates 
in his hiftory of the wars of the Jews. They fhall be delivered 
every one into the hand of his king* i. e. the Roman emperor, 
whom they chofe to fubmit to, rather than to Chrift, faying, 
tVe have no king but Cafar. Thus they thought to ingratiate 
themfelves with their Jords and matters. But for this, God 
brought the Romans upon them, who took away their place and 
nation. (2.) That he will not deliver them out of their hands. 
They Jhall finite the land* the whole land, and out of their hand I 
will not deliver them ; and if the Lord do not help them, none 
elfe can, nor can they help themfelves. 

A trial yet made whether their ruin might be prevented by 
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3- . 
fending Chrift among them as a fhepherd ; 

them 



God had fent his fer- 

vants to them in vain, but laji of all he fent unto them his Son* 
faying* they will reverence my Son ; Mat. xxi. 37. divers of the 
prophets had fpoken of him as the Jhepherd of Ifrael*- Ifa. xl. 11. 
JZzek. xxxiv. 23. He himfelf told the Pharifees that he was the 
Jhepherd of the fheep* and that they who pretended to be fhepherds, 
were thieves and robbers* 'Joh. x. 1, 2, 11. where he feems to 
refer to this here. Where we have, (1.) The charge he received 
from his Father to try what might be done with this flock, ver. 4. 
Thus faith the Lord my God* (Chrift called his Father his God be- 
caufe hea£led in compliance with his will, and with an eye to 
his glory in his whole undertaking) feed the flock of the Jlaughter ; 
the Jews were God's flock, but they were the flock of Jlaughter ', 
for their enemies had killed them all the day long, and accounted 



them as Jheep for the faughtcr* 



God himfelf had doomed them to the. flaughter ; yet feed them 
by reproof, inftruftion, and comfort ; provide wholefome food 
for them who have fo long been foured with the leaven of the 
Scribes and Pharifees. Other Jheep he had* which were not of this 
fold* and which afterwards muft be brought* but he is firft fent to 
the lofi Jheep of the houfe of Ifrael* Mat. xv. 24. (2.) His ac- 
ceptance of this charge, and his undertaking purfuant to it, 
ver. 7. he doth as it were fay, Lo, I come to do thy will* O my 
God* and fince this is thy will, it is mine, / will feed the flock of 
Jlaughter* Chrift will have a care for thefe loft fheep ; he will 
go about among them teaching and healing even you* O poor of 
the flock ; Chrift did not neglect the meaneft or overlook them 
for their meannefs ; the fhepherds that made a prey of them re- 
garded not the poor, they were converfant with thofe only that 
they could get by ; but Chrift preached his gofpel to the poor* 
Mat. xi. 5. It was an inftance of his humiliation that his con- 
verfe was moftly with the inferior fort of people; his difciples 
that were his conftant attendants were of the poor of the flock. 
(3.) His furnifhing himfelf tools proper for the charge he had 
undertaken ; I took unto me two flaves* paftoral ftaves, other 
fhepherds have but one crook, but Chrift had two, noting the 
double care he took of his flock ; and what he did both for 
the fouls and for the bodies of men. David fpeaks of God's rod 
and his fl<ff> PfaL xxiii. 4. a correcting rod and a fupporting 

2, 



ftafF. One of thefe ftaves was called Beauty* noting the temple 
which is called the beauty of holinefs* and one of its gates, beau- 
tiful •* which Chrift called his Father's houfe and for which he 
fhewed a great zeal when he cleared it of the buyers and fellers ; 
the other he called Bands* noting their civil ftate* and the in- 
corporate fociety of that nation, which Chrift alfo took care of 
by preaching Jove and peace among them : Chrift in his gofpel, 
and in all he did among them confulted the advancement both of 
their civil, and of their facred interefts. (4.) His execution of his 
office as the chief fhepherd, he fed the flock* ver. 7. and he dis- 
placed thofe under fhepherds that were falfe to their truft, ver. 8, 
Three Jhepherds I cut off in one month-. Through the deficiency and 
uncertainty of the hiftory of the Jewifh church in its latter ages, 
we know not what particular event this had its accomplifhment 
in ; in general, it feems to be an a£t of power and juftice for the 
punifliment of the finful Jhepherds* and the rcdrefs of the grievances 
of the abufed flock. Some underftand it of the three orders of 
princes, priefts, and Scribes or prophets, who when Chrift had 
finifhed his work were laid afide for their unfaithfulnefs. Others 
of the three fedts among the Jews of Pharifees, Sudducees, and 
Herodians, all whom Chrift filenced in difpute, Mat. xxii. and 
foon after cut them off* all in a little time. 

4. Their enmity to Chrift, and making themfelves odious to 
him. He came to his own, the fheep of his own pafture ; it 
might have been expedted that between them and him there 
fhould have been an entire affection, as between the fhepherd and 
his fheep, but they carried themfelves fo ill that his foul lothed 
them* was Jlr aliened towards them, fo it may be read ; he intend- 
ed them kindne/s but could not do them the kindne/s he intended 
them, becaufe of their unbelief * Mat. xiii. 58. He was difappointed 
in them, difcouraged concerning them, grieved for them ; not 
only for the fhepherds he cut ofF, but for the people, whom 
Chrift often looked upon with grief in his heart and tears in his 
eyes. Their provocations even wore out his patience, and he 
was weary of that faithlefs and perverfe generation. Their foul alfo 
it abhorred me* and therefore it was that his foul lothed them, 
for whatever eftrangement there is between God and man, it 
begins on man's fide. The Jewifli fhepherds rejefted this chief 
fhepherd, as the Jewifh builders rejected this chief corner ftone. 
They had indignation at Chrift's doftrine and miracles, and his 
intereft in the people ; to whom they did all they could to make 
him odious as they had made themfelves odious to him. Note, 
There is a mutual enmity between God and wicked people ; they 
are hateful to God ana haters of God 5 nothing fpeaks more the 
finfulnefs and mifery of an unregenerate ftate than this doth ; the 
carnal mind, the friendfhip of the world are enmity to God, and 
God hateth all the workers of iniquity ; and it is eafy to forefee 
what this will end in, if the quarrel be not taken up in time, 
Ifa. xxvii. 4, 5. 

5. Chrift's rejecting of them as incurable, and leaving them 
their houfe defolate, Mat. xxiii. 38. The things of their peace 
are now hid from their eyes, becaufe they knew not the day of 
their vifitation. Here we have, 

1 . The fentence of their rejection paft, ver. 9. Then faid I* I will 
not feed you* I will take no further care of you, you Jhall not fee 
me again 1 take your own courfe. As I will not feed you, fo I 
will not cure you •> that that dieth* let it die ; the fhepherd v/ill do 
nothing to fave its forfeited life ; that that is to be cut off* let it be 
cut off ; that that will make it felf a prey to the wolf, let it be a 
prey ; and let the reft fo far forget their own mild and gentle 
nature, as to eat the flejh one of another ; let thefe fheep fight like 
dogs, thofe that rejedi Chrift will be certainly and juftly rejected 
by him, and then are miferable of courfe. 

2. A fign of it given, ver. 10. I took ?ny flaff* even Beauty* and 
cut it in jiinder^ in token of this, that he would be no longer a 
fhepherd to them ; as the lord high-fteward determines his com- 
miflion by breaking his white ftaff, and as Mofes's breaking the 
tables of the law, put a ftop for the prefent to the treaty between 
God and Ifrael, the breaking of this ftafF fignified the breaking of 
God's covenant which he had made with all the people ; the cove- 
nant of peculiarity made with all the tribes of Ifrael* and all other 
people that by being profelyted to their religion were incorpo- 
rated into their nation. The Jewifh church was now ftripped of 
all its glory, its crown is profaned and caft to the ground, and all 
its honour laid in the duft, for God is departed from it, and will 
no more own it for his ; when Chrift told them plainly that the 
kingdom of God ihould be taken from them and given to another 
people* then ' he broke the Jlaff of Beauty* Mat. xxi. 43. And 
it was broken in that day* though Jerufalem and the Jewifh na- 
tion held up forty years longer, yet from that day we may reckon 
the ftafF of Beauty broken, ver. n. And though the great men 
did not, or would not, underftand it as a divine fentence, but 
thought to put it by with a cold God forbid* Luke xx. 16. yet 
the poor of the flock the difciples of Chrift that waited on him* and 
underftood with what authority he fpoke, and could diftinguifli 
the voice of their fhepherd from that of a ftranger, they knew 
that it was the word of the Lord* and trembled at it, and were 
confident that it fhould not fall to the ground. Note, Chrift 
is waited on by the poor of the flock * he chofe them to be with 
him, to be his pupils, to be his witnefles ; the poor received 

hirri and his gofpel^ when thofe that had great poffejp.ons turned 

their 
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their backs upon him. And thofe that wait upon Chrift, that fit 
at his feet to hear and receive his words, they lhall know of the 
doclrine whether it be of God, John vii. 17. 

3. A further reafon given for their rejection. It was faid be- 
fore, their fouls abhorred him ; and here we have an inftance of 
it, their buying and felling him for thirty pieces of filver ; either 
thirty Roman pence, or rather thirty Jewifli fhekels ; this is here 
foretold in fomewhat obfeure expreffions ; as it is fit fuch parti- 
cular prophecies fhould be delivered, left othervvife the plainnefs of 
the prophecy might prevent the accomplishment of it. Here, 
(1.) The; fhepherd comes to them for his wages, wr. 12. If ye 
think good y give me my price ; you are weary of me, pay me ofF 
and difcharge me ; and if not, forbear ; if you be willing to con- 
tinue me longer in your fervice, I will continue ; or if to turn me 
off without wages, I am content. Chrift was no hireling, and 
yet the labourer is worthy of his hire. Compare with this what 
Chrift faid to Judas, when he was going to fell him, what thou 
dofii, do quickly ; be at a word with the chief-priefts, let them 
either take the bargain or leave it, John xiii. 27. Thofe that 
betray Chrift are not forced to it, they might have chofen. (2.) 
They value him at thirty pieces of filver \ many years fervice he 
had done them as a fhepherd, yet this is all they will now turn 
him off with, a goodly price that I and all my care and pains was 
valued at by them. If Judas fixed this fum in his demand, it is 
obfervable that his name is Judah, the fame name with that of 
the body of the people, for it was a national a<Sl 5 or, if (as it 
rather feems) the chief-priefts pitched upon this fum in their 
profers, they were the reprefentatives of the people ; it was part 
of the priefts office to put a value upon the devoted things, Lev. 
xxvii. 8. and thus they valued the Lord Jefus. It was the ordi- 
nary price of aflave, Exod. xxi. 32. Making light of Chrift and 
undervaluing the love of that great and good fhepherd, is the ruin 
of multitudes and juftly fo. (3.) The filver being no way pro- 
portionable to his worth, it is thrown to the potter with difdain ; 
let him take it to buy clay with, or for any ufe that a little 
money will ferve to ; for it is not worth hoarding ; it may be 
enough for a potter's ftock, but not for the pay of fuch a fhepherd, 
much lefs for his purchafe. So the prophet cafl the thirty pieces of 
filver to the potter in the houfe of the Lord ; let him take them, 
and do what he will with them. Now we find a particular ac- 
compliftiment of this in the hiftory of Chrift's fufferings, and re- 
ference is had to this prophecy, Mat. xxvii. 9, 10. Thirty pieces 
of filver was the very fum for which Chrift was fold to the chief 
priefts ; the money when Judas would not keep it, and the chief 
priefts would not take it back, was laid out in the purchafe of the 
potter** field. Even that fudden refolve of the chief-priefts was ac- 
cording to an ancient prophecy, and the more ancient counfel and 

fore-knowledge of God. 

4. The compleating of their reje£lion in the cutting afunder of 
the other ftaff, ver. 14. The former fpoke the ruin of their 
church by breaking the covenant between God and them, that 
defaced their beauty ; this fpeaks the ruin of their flate, by break- 
ing the brotherhood between Judah and Ifrael, u e. by reviving 
animofities, and contention among them fuch as were of old be- 
tween Judah and Ifrael, the writing of whom as one flick in the 
hand of the Lord was one of the bleffings promifed after their re- 
turn out of captivity, Exek. xxxvii. 19. But that union fhall 
now be difiblved, they fhall be crumbled into parties and fa&ions, 
exafperated one againft another ; and their kingdom being thus 
divided fhall be brought to deflation. (1.) Nothing ruins a people 
fo certainly, fo inevitably, as the breaking of the flaff of 
and the weakening of the brotherhood among them j for hereby 
they become ah eafy prey to the common enemy. (2.) This 
follows upon the diffolving of the covenant between God and them, 
and the decay of religion among them ; when iniquity abounds 
love waxeth cold- No wonder if thofe fall out among themfelves 
that have provoked God, to fall out with them. When the 
ftaff of Beauty is broke, the ftaff of Bands will not hold long. 
An unchurched people will foon be an undone people. 



one, 
ftandeth ftill 



15. % And the LORD faid unto me, Take unto 
thee yec the inftruments of a foolifh fhepherd. 16. For 
lo, I will raife up a fhepherd in the land, which fhall 
not vifit thofe that becuz off, neither fhall feek the young 

nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that 

: but he fhall eat the flefh of the far, 
and tear their claws in pieces. 17. Wo to the idol 
fhepherd that leaveth the flock; the fword fhall be upon 
his arm, and upon his right eye : his arm fhall be clean 
dried up, and his right eye fhall be utterly darkened. 

God having fhewed the mifery of this people in their being 
juftly abandoned by the good fhepherd, here fhews their further 



abufed 



The 



prophet is himfelf to perlbnatc and reprefent this pretended fhep- 
herd, ver. 1 5. Take unto thee the inflruments, or accoutrements, of 
a foolijl) Jhepherdy that are no way fit for the bufinefs 5 fuch a 
fhepherd *s coat, and bag, and ftaff, as a foolift) ftjepherd would 

appear in; for fuch a fhepherd fhall be fet over them (yer. 16.) 
No. Ixxviii, 



that inftead of protc&ing them, fhall opprefs them, and def rheni 
mifchief. (1.) They fhall be under the infpeciion of unfaithful 
minifters 5 their fcribes, and priefts, and do&ors of their law, fha I 
bind heavy burthens upon them, and grievous to be born 5 and 
with their traditions impofed, fhall make the ceremonial law much 
more a yoke than God had made it. The defcription here given 
of the foolifh fhepherd fuits very well with the character Chrift 
gives of the Scribes and Pharifees, Mat. xxiii. (2.) They fhall 
be under the tyranny of unmerciful princes that fhall rule them 
with rigour, and make their own land as much a houfe of bond- 
age to them as ever Egypt or Babylon were; when they had 
rejected him by whom princes decree juflice, it was juft they fhould * 
be turned over to them who decree unrighteous. decrees. ' (3.) Thcv 
fhall be impofed upon and deluded by falfe chrifts and falfe pro- 
phets, as our Saviour foretold, Mat. xxiv. 5. Many fuch there 
were, who by their feditious pra&ices provoked the Romans, and 
haftened the ruin of the Jewifh nation ; but .it is obfervable thev 
were never cheated by a counterfeit Meffiah, till they had rcfufed 
and rejected the true Meffiah. Now ob ferve,- 

1. What a curfe this foolifh fhepherd fhould be to the peon 1 - 
ver. 16 God will for their punifhment raife up a foolifh JhebhVrL 
who will not do the duty of a fhepherd ; he will not vifit thofe 
that be cut off, nor go after thofe that go aftray, or feek thofe that 
are miffing, to find them out and bring them home, as the sood 
fhepherd doth, Mat. xviii. iz, 13. They take no care of the 
young ones, that need their care, and are well worthy of it as 
Chrift doth, Jfa.xl 11. They do not heal that which'was 
broken, which was worried and torn, but let it dieof its bruifes * 
when a little thing in time would have.faved.it. They do not 

feed thofe that through weaknefs ftand ftill, and are ready to faint 
and cannot get forward, but leave them behind, let who will take 
them up ; they do not carry that which fiands ftill \ fo fome read 
never do any thing to fupport the weak, and comfort the feeble 
minded 1 but, on the contrary, (1.) They are luxurious themfelves 
they eat ofthefiejh of the fat, they will have of the beft for them- 
felves ; and like that wicked fervant that faid, My lord delays his 
coming, they eat arid drink with the drunken, and ferve their own 
bellies. (2.) They are barbarous to the flock, their paffions are 
as ill governed as their appetites, for when they are in a ra°- e 
againft any of the flock, they tear their very claws in pieces, by 
over driving them, they beat their hoofs; they finite their fellow 
fervant s ; wo unto thee, O land, when thy king is fuch a child. 

2. What a curfe this foolifh fhepherd fhould brin°- upon him- 
felf, ver . i~. JVo to the idol fhepherd that like an idol has eyes and 
fees not ; that like an idol receives abundance of refpe£t and 
homage from the people, and the chiefeft of their offerings, but 
neither can nor will do them any kindnefs. He leaves the flock 
when they moft need his care, leaves them deftitute, and flees 
becaufe he is a hireling, his doom is that the fword of God's juftice 
fhall be upon his arm and his right eye, fo that he fhall quite lofe 
the ufe of both. His arm fhall wither and be dried up ; fo that 
he who would not help his friends when it was required, fhall not 
know how to help himfelf ; his right eye Jhall be utterly darkened,, 
that he fhall notdifcern the danger that his flock is in, nor know 
which way to look for relief. This was fulfilled when Chrift 
faid to the Pharifees, / am come that they which fee may be made 
blind, John ix. 39. Thofe that have gifts which qualify them 
to do good, if they do not do good with them, they fhall be 
taken away from them ; thofe that fhould have been workmen but 
were fiothful and would do nothing, will juftly have their arm 
dried up ; and that fhould have been watchmen, but v/erefteepy y 
and would never look about them, will juftly have their eye 
blinded. 
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The apoftle, Gal. iv. 25, 26. diftinguifheth between Jerufalem 
which now is, and is in bondage with her children, the remain- 
ing carcafe of the Jewifh church that rejecled Chrift; and 
Jerufalem that is from above, that is free, and is the mother of 
us all ; the Chriflian church, the fpiritual Jerufalem, which God 
has chofen to put his name there ; in the chapter before we read 
the doom of the former, and left that carcafe to be a prey to the 
eagles that flould be gathered to it. Notv in this chapter we 
have the bleffings of the latter, many precious promifes made to the 
go/pel Jerufalem by him who, ver. 1. declares his power to make 
them good. It is promifed, (i.) That the attempts of the church 7 s 
enemies againft her, Jhall be to their own ruin, and they flail find 
it is at their peril if they do her any hurt, ver. 2, 3, 4, 6. 
(2.) That the endeavours of the church* s friends and patrons for 
her good flail be pious, regular, and fuccefsful, ver. 5. (3.) That 
God will protecJ and flrengthen the 7/ieanefi and weakeft thai 
belong to his church, and zuork falvation for them, ver. y, S r 
(4.) That as a preparative for all this ?nercy and a pledge of it, 
he will pour upon the?n a fpirit of prayer and repentance, the pro- 
duffs of which Jhall be ziniverfal and very particular, ver. 9 14. 

Thefe promifes were of ufe then^ to the pious Jeivs that lived in the 
27 & troublous 
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troublous, times under Antiochus and other perfecutors and oppref- 
fors, and they are ftill to be hnproved in every age for the directing 
of our prayers, and the encouraging of our hopes with reference to 
the gofpel church. 




earth, 



1. rpHE burden of the word of the LORD for 

JL Ifrael, faith the LORD, which ftretcheth 
forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the 

and formeth the fpirit of man within him. 

2. Behold, I will make Jerufalem a cup of trembling 
unto all the people round about, when they fhall be 
in the fiege both againft Judah, and againft Jerufalem. 

3. f And in that day will 1 make Jerufalem a burdenfome 
ftone for all people : all that burden themfelves with 
it fhall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the 
earth be gathered together againft it. 4. In that day, 
faith the LORD, 1 will fmite every horfe with afto- 
nifhment, and his rider with madnefs, and I will 
open mine eyes upon the houfe of Judah, and will 
fmite every horfe of the people with blindnefs. 



5 



the 



Judah 



inhabitants of Jerufalem fhall be my ftrength in 
the LORD of hofts their God. 6. % In that 
day will I make the governours of Judah like a hearth 
of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in 
a fheaf •, and they fhall devour all the people round 
about, on the right hand and on the left : and Jeru- 
falem fhall be inhabited again in her own place, even 

lem. . 7. The LORD alfo fhall fave the 
Judah firft, that the glory of the houfe of 
id the glory of the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 
laomifv themfelves againft Judah. 8. In that 



in J 



day fhall the LORD defend 



J 



falem, and he that is feeble among them at that day 
fhall be as David; and the houfe of David fhall be as 
God, as the angel of the LORD before them. 

. Here is, r. The title of this charter of promifes made to God's 
Ifrael; it is the burthen oftheivordof the Lor d, a divine predifli- 
on ; it is of weight, in the delivery of it ; it is to be prefled upon 
people, and will be very preffing in the acomplifhment of it ; it 
is a burthen, a heavy burthen, to all the church's enemies, like that 
talent of had, chap. v. 7, 8. But it is for Ifrael ; it is for their 
comfort and benefit. As even the fiery law, (Deut. xxxiii. 2.) 
fo the fiery prophecies and fiery providences that come from God's 
right-hand, come for them ; the word that fpeaks terror to their 
enemies, fpeaks peace to them ; as the pillar of cloud and fire 
which turned a bright fide towards the Ifraelites to direct and en- 
courage them, but a black fide towards the Egyptians to terrify 
and difpirit them. Happy they that have even the burthens of God's 
word for them, as well as the bleilings of it. 

2. The title of him that grants this charter, which is prefixed 
to it, to fhew that he hath both authority to make thefe pro- 
mifes, and ability to make them good, for he is the creator of the 
world, and our Creator ; and therefore has an inconteftable, ir- 
refiftibJe dominion. (1.) He ftretcheth out lb* heavens •> not only- 
lie did fo at the firft, when he faid, Let there be a firmament, and 
he made the firmament, but he doth fo ftill, he keeps them ftretched 
out like a curtain, keeps them from running in, and will do fo 
till the end comes, when the heavens fhall be rolled together as a 

fcrolL No bounds can be fet to his power that ftretcheth out the 
heavens, nor can any thing be too hard for him. (2.) He layeth 
the foundation of the earth, and keeps it firm and fixed on its own 
bafts, or rather on its own axis, tho* it is founded on the feas, 
Pfal. xxiv. 1,7. nay, tho* it is hung upon nothing, Job xxvi. 7. 
The founder of this earth is no doubt the ruler of it, and judgeth 
in it, and they deceive themfelves who fay, The Lord has for- 

faken the earth, for if he had, it would have funk, fince it is he 
that not only did lay its foundations at firft, but doth ftill lay 
them, ftill uphold them. (3.) He formeth the fpirit of ?nan with- 
in him, i. e. He made us thefe fouls, Jer. xxxviii. z 6. He not 
only breathed into the firft man, but ftill breathes into every man 
the breath of life, the body is derived from the fathers of our 

ficfh, but the foul i$ infufed by the Father offpirits, Heb. xii. 9. 
He fafinoneth mens, hearts ; they are in his hand, and he turns them 
as the rivers of water, and cafts them into what mold he pleafetb, 
fo as to ferve his own purpofes with them ; and can therefore 
fave his church by enfpiriting his friends, and difpiriting his ene^ 
mies, and will eternally fave all his chofen by forming their fpirit s 
anew. 

3. The promifes themfelves that are here made them, by 
which the church fhall be fecured, and in which all its friends 
may enjoy a holy fecurity\ 

1. It .is promifed that whatever attacks the enemies of the 
church may make upon her purity or peace, they will certainly 
ifTiie in their own confufion. The enemies of God and of his 

. kingdom bear a great deal of malice and ill-will to • Jerufalem, 

1 



and form defigns for its deftrucYion, but it will prove at Jaft that 
they are but preparing ruin for themfelves ; Jerufalem is in fafe^ 
ty, and they are in all the danger that fight againft it. This S3 
here illuftrated by three companions. 

(1.) Jerufalem fhall be a cup of trembling to all that lay fiege to 
it, ver. 2. They promife themfelves that it fhall be to them a 
cup of wine, which they fhall eafily and with pleafure drink. ofF 3 
and they thirft for its fpoiis, nay, they thirft for its blood, as 
for fuch a cup, but it fhall prove a cup of /lumber, nay a cup of 
poifon to them, which when they take into their hands, and 
think it is all their own, they fhall not be able to drink off, the 
fumes of it fhall give them enough. When the kings were cf 
fembled againft her, and faw how God was known in her palaces 
for a refuge, they trembled and hafled away, fear took hold upon 
them, as we find, Pfal. xlviii. 3, 4, 5, 6. Thus .Alexander the 
Great was ftruck with amazement when he met Jaddus the high- 
prieft, and was deterred thereby from offering any violence to 
Jerufalem. When Sennacherib laid fiege againft Judah and Je- 
rufalem, he found them fuch a cup of ftupifying wine as laid all 
his mighty men afleep, Pfal. lxxvi. 5, 6. Some read it, I will 
make Jerufalem a poft of contrition, or breaking : they that make 
any attempts upon Jerufalem, do but run their heads againft a poft, 
which they cannot move, but are fure to hurt themfelves. The. 
blajl of the terrible ones is as a florm againft the wall, Ifa. xxv; 4. 
broken by it, but not fhaking it. God's church is a cup of con- 
solation to all her friends, Ifa. ]xvi. n. but a cup of trembling 
to all that would either debauch her by errors and corruptions, 
or deftroy her by wars and perfecutions. See Ifa. li. 22, 23. 

(2.) Jerufalem (hall be a burthenfome flone to all that attempt 
to remove it or carry it away, ver. 3. All the people of the earth 
are here fuppofed to be gathered together againft it-, fome one 
time and fome another ; there has been a fucceflion of enemies, 
from age to age, making war upon the church ; nay, tho' they 
were all at once in a confederacy againft it, and had formed a 
refolution to cut off' the name of Ifrael, that it fliould be no more 
in remembrance, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 4. They will find it a task too 
hard for them ; they that are for keeping up and advancing the 
kingdom of fin in the world, look upon Jerufalem, even the 
church of God, as the great obftacle to their defigns, and they 
muft have it out of the way ; but they will find it heavier than 
they think it is 5 fo that, (1.) They cannot remove it 5 God 
will have a church in the world in fpite of them ; it is built upon a 
rock, and is as mount Zion that abideth for ever, Pfal. exxv. t. 
This flone cut out of the ?nountain without hands, will not only 
keep its ground, but fill the earth, Dan. ii. 35. Nay, (2.) It 
will break in pieces all that burden themfelves with it, as that ftone 
fmote the image, Dan. ii. 45. All that think themfelves a match 
for it fhall be cut in pieces by it. Some think it is an. allufion to 
a fport, which, Jerom upon this place faith, was in ufe among thg 
Jews, as among us: young men tried their ftrength, and ftrove 
for maftery, by heaving up great ftones, which if they proved 
too heavy for them, fell upon them and bruifed them. Thofe 
that make a jeft of religion, and banter facred things, will find 
them a burdenfome flone, that it is ill jelling with edge-tools, and 
tho* they make light of it, faying, Am not I in fport ? they bring 
upon themfelves an infupportable finking load of guilt. Our Sa- 
viour feems to allude to thefe words when he fpeaks of himfelf 
as a burdenfome flone, to thofe that would not have him for their 
foundations/lone, which fhall fall upon them, and grind them to 
powder, Mat. xxi. 44. 

(3.) The governors of Judah fhall be among their enemies 
like a hearth of fire among the wood, and a torch of fire in a Jheaf, 
ver. 6. Not that their own palfions fhall make them incendiaries, 
and firebrands to all about them, no, Zion's king is meek and 
lowly, and all fubordinate governors muft be like him ; but God's 
juftice will make them avengers of his caufe, and theirs upon 
their enemies. They that contend with them will find it is like 
an oppofition given by briers and thorns to a confuming fire, 
Ifa. xxvii. 4. It will go thro' them, and burn them together. 
It is God y s wrath, and not theirs that is the fire which devours 
the adverfaries. God's fire is faid to be in Zion, and his furnace 
in Jerufalem, Ifa. xxxi. 9. The enemies thought to be as tvatcr 
to this fire, to extinguifh it, and put it quite out, but God will 
make them as wood, nay, as a fheaf of corn, which is more 
combuftible to this fire, not only to be confumed by it, but to 
be made thereby to burn the more ftrongly. When God would 
make Abimelech and the men ofShechem one another's deftroyers; 
fire is faid to come out from the one to devour the other, Judg. ix. 
20. So here, fire fhall come out from the governors of Judah, to 
devour ail the people round about, as from the mouth of God's 
witnelTes, to confume thofe who ofter to hurt them, Rev. xi. 5. 
The perfecutors of the primitive church found this fulfilled in it, 
witriefs Lactantius's hiftory of God's judgments upon the primitive 
perfecutors, and the confeffion of Julian the apoftate at laft* Thou 
hafl overcome me, O thou Galilean 5 the church's motto may be, 
Nemo me impune lacejjit. If you are weary of your life, perfecute the 
Cbriflians, was once a proverb. 

2. It is promifed that God will infatuate the counfels and en- 
feeble the courage of the church's enemies, ver. 4. In that da^ 
when the people of the earth are gathered together againft Je- 
rufalem, / will fmite every horfe with aflonijhment, and his rider 

with' 
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toith madnefs ; and again, / will finite every horfe of the people with 
llindnejs, fo that they fhall be no way ferviceable to them ; blind- 
ing the horfes will be as bad as houghing them. The horfes and 
their horfemen fhall both forget the military exercife to which 
they were trained, and inftead of keeping ranks and obferving 

* ** grow 

themfelves. 



g the great- 



war, or becaufe it was a populous city, and could brin 
eftnumbers into the field, or becaufe its -inhabitants were gene- 
rally the moft ingenious, active men, the beft foldiers 



, and the beft 
/aid that this and that brave 



The church's infantry* fhall be quite too hard for 
the enemy's cavalry ; and thofe that are upbraided with 

in horfes ihall be baffled by thofe who were forbidden to multiply j Jerufale?n God will pour a fp 
horfes. 1 ' - JV 



trufting 



man was bom there-, but becaufe it was a holy city; where God s 
houfe and houfhold, the temple and the priefts, were, where his 
worfhip was kept up, and his feafts obferved: and becaufe itfhould 



3. It is promifed that Jerufalem fhall be re-peopled, 

Jerufalem 



and re- 

her own 



yerufalem. The natives of Jerufalem fhall not in- 



corporate in a colony in fome 
there, and call that Jerufalem, 
that, as thofe in New-England 
of towns in Old-England ; no, 
upon the fame foundation, the 
one. They had fo after their 



other country, and build a city 
and fee the promifes fulfilled in 
called their towns by the names 
they fhall have a new yerufale?n 
fame fpot of ground with the old 
return out of captivity, but this 
was to have its full accomplifhment in the gofpel-church, which 
is a Jerufalem inhabited in its own place, for the gofpel being to 
be preached to all the world, it may call every place its own. 

4. It is promifed that the inhabitants of Jerufalem fhall be en- 
abled to defend themfelves, and yet fhall be taken under the di- 
vine protection, ver. 8. See here in what method God preferves 
his' church, and thofe that are his from the gates of hell, to, and 
through the gates of heaven, (r.) He doth himfelf fecure them ; 
In that day foall the Lord defend the inhabitants of yerufalem. 
Not only Jerufalem itfelf from being taken and deftroyed, but 
every inhabitant of it from being any way damaged. God will 
not only be a wall of fire about the city to fortify that, but he 
will compafs particular perfons with his favour as with a Jhield, 
fo that no dart of the befiegers fhall touch them. (2.) He doth 
it by giving them ftrength and courage to help themfelves ; what 
God works in his people by his grace, contributes more to their 
prefervation and defence, than what he works for them by his 
providence. The God of Ifrael gives Jlrength and power to his 
people, that they may do their part, and then he will not be want- 
ing to do his. It is the glory of God to ftrengthen the weak 
that moft need his help, to fee and own their need of it, and 
will be the moft thankful for it. (1.) In that day the feeblejl 
of the inhabitants of Jerufalem fhall be as David ; fhall be men 
of war as bold and brave, as skilful and ftrong as David himfelf; 
fliall enterprise and accomplifh great things as David did, and 
become as ferviceable to Jerufalem in guarding it, as David him- 
felf was in founding it, and as formidable as he was to the ene- 
mies of it. See what divine grace doth, it makes children not 
only men but champions; makes weak faints to be not only good 
ibldiers but great foldiers, like David. And fee how God often 
doth his own work as eafily, and effectually, and more to his 
own glory, by weak and obfeure inftruments than by the moft 
illuftrious. (2.) T7>e houfe of David Jhall be as God, i. e. as the 
angel of the Lor- d before him. Zerubbabel was now the top-branch 
of the houfe of David, he fhall be endued with wifdom and grace 
for the fervice to which he is called, and fhall go before the people 
as an angel $ as that angel (fo fome think) which went before the 
people of Ifrael through the wildernefs, who was God himfelf, 
Exod. xxiii. 20. God will increafe the gifts and abilities both of 
the people and princes, in proportion to the refpective fervices for 
which they are defigned. It was faid of David that he was as an 
angel of God to difcern good and bad, 2 Sam. xiv. 1 7. Such fhall 
now the houfe of David be. The inhabitants of Jerufalem fhall 

and their 



But 



be as ftrong and fit for a&ion as nature made David, 
magiftrates as Ayife and fit for counfel as grace made him. 
this was to have its full accomplifhment in Chrift ; now the houfe 
of David looked little and mean, and its glory was eclipfed, but 
in Chrift the houfe of David fhone more bright than ever, and its 
countenance was as that of an angel ; in. him it became more 
blefled, and more a blelling than ever it had been. 

5. It is promifed that there fhall be a very good underftandirig 
between the city and the country, and the balance fhall be kept 
even between them ; there fhall be no mutual envies or jealoufies 
between them ; they fhall not keep up any feparate interefts, but 
fhall heartily unite in their counfels, and aft in concert for the 
common good ; and this happy agreement between the city and 
the country, the head and the body, is very neceflary to the health, 

welfare, and fafety of any nation. 

1. The governors of yr/dah, the magiftrates and gentry of the 
country fhall think honourably of the citizens, the inhabitants of 
yerufalem, the merchants and tradefmen, they fhall not run them 
down, and contrive how to keep them under, but they Jhall fay 
in their hearts, not in compliment, but in fincerity, T7jc inhabi- 
tants of yerufalem fhall be my Jlrength, the ftrength of my coun- 
try, of my family in the Lord of hojls their God, ver. 5. They 
will therefore upon all occafions pay refpecl: and deference to Je- 
rufalem, as the mother-city, the ruling-city, and the city that is 
to be firft ferved, becaufe they look upon it to be the bulwark of 
the nation ; and its ftrongeft fortification in times of publick 
danger and diftrefs ; which therefore they would all come in to 
the affiftance of, and come under the protection of ; and this not 

' fo muck becaufe .it was a rich city, and money is- the finews of 



the governors of Judah fhall fay, thefe are my Jlrength ; they arc 
fo upon the account of their relation to their intereft in, and 
their communion with, the Lord of hojls iheir God. Becaufe the 
Lord of hojls is in a particular manner their God, for in Salem is 
his tabernacle, andjm dwelling-place in Zion, therefore they Jhall be 
my Jlrength. Note, It is well with a kingdom* when its great men 
know how to value its good men ; when its governors look upon 
religion and religious people to be their ftrength, and that it is 
their intereft to fupport them, and learn to call godly praying 
people and skilful faithful minzfters, the chariots and horfemen 
of Ifrael, as Joafh called Elifha, and not the troublers of the land, 
as Ahab called Elijah. 

2. The court and the city fhall not defpife or look with con- 
tempt upon the inhabitants of the country, no, not the meaneft 
of them, much lefs upon the governors of Judah. For God will 
put fignal honour upon Judah, and fo fave them from the con- 
tempt of their brethren. As Jerufalem was dignified by fpecial 
ordinances, fo Judah fhall be dignified with fpecial pi'ovidences ; 
God faith, ver. 4. / will open mine eyes upon the houfe of Judah ; 
upon the poor country people ; proud men fcornfully overlook 
them, but the great God will gracioufly look upon them, and look 
after them. 



firft 



Lord Jlyall fave the tents of yuda 
They' that dwell intents lie moft expofed, but God will 
remarkably protect and deliver them, before thofe that dwell in 
Jerufalem, 



He will appear glorious in what he doth for the in- 
habitants of his villages in Ifrael, Judg. v. 1 1 . Thus in th 
ftical body, God gives more abundant honour to 
lacked, 
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; my- 

that part which 

that there may be no fchifm in the body, fee 1 Cor. xii; 
25. which is the reafon here given, that the glory of the houfe 
of David that have great power, and the glory of the inhabitants 
of Jerufalem that have great wealth, and both which live in great 
pomp and pleafure, may not magnify themfelves again/1 yudah, and 
the tents of fudah, the dwellers in which work hard and fare 
hard, and perhaps are not fo well bred. Note, Courtiers and 
citizens ought not to defpife country people, or look with dif- 
dain upon thofe whom God opens his eyes upon, and who are firfl 
faved; while it is fo hard for the rich and great to enter the king- 
dom of God. If God by his grace has magnified the dwellers in 
the tents of Judah, having chofen the weak and foolifh things 
of the world, and chofen to employ them, we affront him if we 
vilify them, or magnify ourfelves againft them, f^ni. ii. 5, 6* 
This promife has a further reference to the gofpel-church, in 
which no difference fhall be made between high and low, rich 
and poor, bond and free, circumcifion and uncircumcifion, but 
all fhall be alike welcome to Chrift, and partake of his benefits, 
Cel. iii. ir. Jerufalem fhall not then be thought, as it had been, 
more holy than other parts of the- land of Ifrael. 



r 

9. fl" And it fhall come to pafs in that day, that 
I will leek to deftroy all the nations that come againft 
Jerufalem. jo. And I will pour upon the houfe of 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem, the 
fpirit of grace and of fupplications, and they fhall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
fhall mourn for him, as one mourneth for bis only 
fon, and fhall be in bitternefs for him, as one that 
is in bitternefs for his firft-born, 11. In that day 
fhall there be a great mourning in Jerufalem, as the 
mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 
12. And the land fhall mourn, every family apart, 
the family of the houfe of David apart, and their 
wives apart : the family of the houfe of Nathan apart, 
and their wives apart: 13. The family of the houfe 
of Levi apart, and their wives apart : the family of 
Shimei aparr, and their wives apart : 14. All the 
families that remain, every family apart, and their 
wives apart. 

The day here fpoken of, is the day of Jerufalem's defence and 
deliverance, that glorious day when God will appear for the fal- 
vation of his people; which if it do refer to the fuccefTes which 
the Jews had againft their enemies in the time of the Maccabees, 
yet certainly it looks further to the gofpeUday ; to ChrifFs victories 
over the powers of darknefs, and the great falvation he has wrought 
for his chofen. Now we have here an account of two remark- 
able works defigned in that day. 

i . A glorious tuork of God to be wrought for ' his people, / 
will feek to dejlroy all the nations that come againjl yerufalem, ver. 9. 

Nations came againft Jerufalem, many and mighty nations, but 

they 
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they fhall all be dejlroyed, their power {ball be broken, and their 
attempts baffled $ the mifchief they intend mail return upon their, 
own head. . God wiU/fat to deftroy them ; not as if he were, at a 
lofs for ways and means to bring it about ; infinite wifdom was, 
never nonplujfed, but his feeiing to do it, intimates that he is very 
earneft and intent upon it : he is jealous for Zion with great jea- 
Joufy, and has the day of vengeance in his heart ; and that he 
over-rules means and inftruments, and all the motions and ope- 
rations of fecond caufes, in order to it. He is framing evil 
againft them ; when he Jeems to be fetting them up, he is feehng 
to deftroy them. In Chrift's firft coming he fought to de/lroy him 
that had the power of death, and did deftroy him, bruifed the 
ferpent's head, and broke all the powers of darhnefs that fought 
againft God's kingdom among men, and the faithful friends and 
Aibje&s of that kingdom ; f polled them, and made a Jhew of 
them openly ; In his fecond coming he will complete their de- 
ftru&ion, when he fhall put down all oppofing rule, principality 
and power, and death it felf fhall be fwallowcd up in that victory : 
the lajl enemy that Jball be dejlroyed of all that fought againft Je- 

rufalenu u . 

2, A gracious work of God to be wrought in his people, in 

order to the work that is to be wrought for them. When he 
feeks to deftroy their enemies, he will pour upon them the Spirit of 
grace and fupplicaiion. Note, When God intends great mercy 
for his people, the firft thing he doth is to fet them a praying ; 
thus he fecks to deflroy their enemies by ftirring them up to feek 
to him that he would do it for them ; becaufe tho* he has pur- 
pofed it, and promifed it, and it is for his own glory to do it, 
yet he will for this be enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael, Ezek. 
xxxvi. 37. Ask and it fhall be given ; this honour will he have 
to himfelf, and this honour will he put upon prayer, and upon 
praying people. And it is a happy prefage to the diftrefled 
church, of deliverance approaching, and is, as it were, the dawn- 
ing of its day, when his people are ftirred up to cry mightily to 
him for it. 

But this promife has reference to, and is performed in the 
graces of the Spirit given to all believers, as that, Ifa. xliv. 3. / 
will pour my fpirit upon thy feed, which was ^ fulfilled when Jefus 
was glorified, John vii. 39. It is a promife of the Spirit, and 
with him of all fpiritual blejfings in heavenly things by Chrijl. 
Now obferve here, 

1. On whom thefe bleffings are poured out ; (1.) On the houfe 
cf David, on the great men, for they are no more, and no bet- 
ter, than the grace of God makes them. It was promifed, ver. 8. 
that the houfe of David fiiall be as the angel of the Lord. Now 
in order to that, the Spirit of grace is poured upon them ; for the 
more the faints have of the Spirit of grace, the more like they 
are to the holy angels. When God was about to appear for the 
land, he poured his Spirit of grace upon the houfe of David, the 
leading men of the land ; it bodes well to a people when they go 
before'the reft in that which is good, as 2 Chron. xx. 5. The 
houfe of David is all fummed up in Jefus Chrift, the Son of Da- 
vid, and upon him, as the head, the Spirit of grace is poured 
out, from him to be diffufed to all his members ; from his ful- 
nefs we receive, and grace for grace. (2.) On the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem, the common people ; for the operations of the Spirit 
are the fame upon the mean and weak Chriftians, that they are 
upon the ftrong and more grown. The inhabitants of Jerufalem 
cannot influence publick affairs by their powers and policies, fo as 
the great men of the houfe of David may, yet they may do good 
fervice by their prayers, and therefore upon them the Spirit fhall 
be poured out. The church is Jerufalem, the heavenly Jerufa- 
lem, all true believers that have their converfation in heaven are 
inhabitants of this Jerufalem, and to them this promife belongs, 
God will pour his Spirit upon them. This is that earneft which 
all that believe in Chrijl Jhall receive ; thus are they fancYified, 
thus are they fealed. 

2- What thefe bleffings are. 1 will \ pour upon them the Spirit. 
That includes all good things, as it qualifies us for the favour 
of God, and all his other gifts. He will pour out the Spirit, 
(1.) As a Spirit of grace, to fandtify us, and to make us gracious. 
(2 ) As a Spirit of fupplications, inclining us to, inftrucfting arid 
affifting us in, the duty of prayer. Note, Wherever the Spirit is 

' given as a Spirit of grace, he is given as a Spirit of fanctification. 
Wherever he is a Spirit of adoption, he teacheth to cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther. As foon as ever Paul was converted, Behold, he prays, A£ts 
ix. 11. You may as foon find a living man without breath, as 
a living faint without prayer. There is a more plentiful effufion 
of the Spirit of prayer now under the gofpel than was under the' 
law ; and the further the work of falsification is carried in us, 
the better is the work of fupplication carried on by us. 

3. What the efteCi of them will be. / will pour upon them the 
Spirit of grace, one would think it fhould follow, and they fhall 
look on him whom they have believed, and fhall rejoice, and it 

. is true that that is one of the fruits of the pouring out of the 
Spirit, whence we read of the joy of the Holy Ghoft, but it fol- 

. lows they ftjall mourn, for there is a holy mourning, that is the 
effecl: of the pouring out of the Spirit ; a mourning for fin which 
is of ufe to quicken faith in Chrift, and qualify for joy in God. 
It is here made the matter of a promife that they fhall mourn, 
for there . is a mourning that will end in rejoicing, and hath a 



blefling entailed upon it. This mourning is a fruit of the Spirit 
of grace, an evidence of a work of grace in the foul ;. and a com- 
panion of the Spirit of fupplication, as it exprefleth lively affections 
working in prayer ; hence prayers and tears are often put together, 
2 Kings xx. 5. Jacob, that wreftler with God, wept and made fup- 
plication. But here it is a ?nourning for Jin % that is the effect of 
the pouring out of the Spirit. 

1. It is a mourning grounded upon a fight of Chrift ; they Jhall 
look on me whom they have pierced, and /hall mourn for him. Here, 
(l.) It is foretold that Chrift fhould be pierced, and this fcrip- 
ture is quoted as that which was fulfilled when Chrift's fide was 
pierced upon the crofs; fee John xix. 37. (2.) He is fpoken of 
as one whom tve have pierced', it is fpoken primarily of the 
Jews, who perfecuted him to the death ; and we find that they 
who pierced him are diftinguifhed from the other kindreds of the 
earth, that fhall wail becaufe of him, Rev. i. 7. yet it is true of 
us all as finners, we have pierced Chrijl 5 inafmuch as our fins 
were the caufe of his death, for he was wounded for our tranfgref 
fions, and they are the grief of his foul ; he is broken with the 
whorijh heart of finners, who therefore are faid to crucify- him 
afrejh, and put him to open fbame. (3.) Thofe that truly re- 
pent of fin, look upon Chrift as one whom they have pierced ; who 
was pierced for their fins, and is pierced by them, and this 
engageth them to look unto him, as thofe that are deeply concerned 
for him. (4.) This is the effe£l of their looking to Chrift, it 
makes them mourn. This was particularly fulfilled in thofe to 
whom Peter preached Chrift crucified, when they heard it, they 
who had had a hand in piercing him were pricked to the hearty 
and cried out, What Jhall we do ? It is fulfilled in all thofe who 
forrow for fin after a godly fort ; they look to Chrift and Tn&urn 
for him, not fo much for his fufterings, as for their own fins that 
procured them. Note, The genuine forrows of a penitent Joul 9 
flow from the believing fight of a pierced Saviour. Looking by- 
faith upon the crofs of Chrift, will fet us a mourning for fin after 
a godly fort. 

2. It is a great mourning, (r.) It is like the mourning of a 
parent for the death of a beloved child. They fhall mourn for fia 
as one mourneth for an only fon, in whofe grave the hopes of his 
family are buried, and fhall be inwardly in hitternefs as one that 
is in biiternefs for his firjt-born, as the Egyptians were when there 
was a cry thoughout all the land, for the death of their firft-born. 
The forrow of children for the death of their parents is fometimes 
counterfeited, is often final!, and foon wears off, and is forgot- 
ten ; but the forrow of parents for a child, for a fon, for an only 
fon, for a firft-born, is natural, fincere, unforced, and unaffected^ 
it is fecret and lafting ; fuch are the forrows of a true penitent, 
flowing purely from love to Chrift above any other. (2.) It is 
like the mourning of a people for the death of a wife and good 
prince. It fhall be like the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley 
of Megiddon, where good king Jofiah" was flain, for whom there 
was a general lamentation, ver. 1 1 . and perhaps the greater be- 
caufe they were told, it was their fin that provoked God to de* 
prive them of fo great a blefling, therefore they cried out, The 
crown is fallen from our head, Wo unto us, for we have finned, Lam. 
v. 1 6. Chrift is our king ; our fins were his death, and for that 
o*eafon ought to be our grief. 

3. It is a general, univerfal mourning, ver* 12. "The land Jhall 
mourn. The land it felf put on mourning at the death of Chrift, 
for there was then darknefs over all the land, and the earth trem- 
bled ; but this is a promife, that, in confideration of the death of 
Chrift, multitudes fhall be effectually brought to forrow for fin, 
and turn to God ; it fhall be fuch an univerfal gracious mourning 
as was when all the houfe of Ifrael lamented after the Lord, x Sam. 
vii. 2. Some think this is yet to have its complete accomplifh- 
ment in the general converfion of the Jewifh nation. 

4. It is alfo a private, particular mourning. There fhall be 
not only a mourning of the land, by its reprefentatives in a gene- 
ral aflembly, as Judg. ii. 5. when the place was called Bochim, 
a place of weepers, but it fhall fpread it felf into all corners of 
the land. Every family apart fhall mourn, ver. 1 2. All the fa- 
milies that remain, ver. 14. All have contributed to the guilt, 
and therefore all fhall fhare in the grief. Note, The exercifes 
of devotion fhould be performed by 'private families among them- 
felves, befides their joining in publick aflemblies for religious wor- 
fhip. National fafts muft be obferved not only in our fynagogues, 
but in our houfes. In the mourning here foretold, the wives 
mourn apart by themfelves, in their own apartment, as EJlher 
and her maids. And fome think it intimates their denying them- 
felves the ufe even of lawful delights in a time of general humi- 
liation, 1 Cor. vii. 5. 

Four feveral families are here inftanced in, as examples to others 

in this mourning. (1.) Two of them are royal families; the 

houfe of David, in Solomon, and the houfe of Nathan another fon 

of David, brother to Solomon, from whom Zerubbabel defcended, 

as appears by Chrift's genealogy, Luke iii. 27, 31. The houfe of 

David, particularly that of Nathan, which is now the chief 

branch of that houfe, fhall go before in this good work 5 the 

greateft princes muft not think themfelves exempted from the laW 

of repentance, but rather obliged moft folemnly to exprefs it, 

for the exciting of others ; asHezekiah humbled himfelf, 2 Chron. 

xxxii. 26. The princes arid the king, 2 Chron, xii. 6. and the 

king 
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Icing of Nineveh, Jonah iii. 6. (2.) Two of them are facred 
families, ver. 13. The family of the houfe of Levi which was God's 
tribe, and in it particularly the family of Shimei, which was a 
branch of the tribe of Levi, 1 Chron, vi. 1 7. and probably fome 
of the dependents of that family were now of note for preachers 
to the people, or minifters to the altar ; as the princes muft mourn 
for the fins of the magiftracy, fo muft the priefts for the iniquity 
of the holy things. In times of general tribulation and humilia- 
tion the Lord's minifters are concerned to weep between the porch 
and the altar, Joel ii. 17. and not only there, but in their houfes 
apart; for in what families fhould godlinefs both in the form and 
in the power of It be found, if not in minifters families ? 



CHAP. XIII. 
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In this chapter we have, (1.) Some further promfes relating to 
gofpeUtimcs \ here is a promife of the remijjion of fins, ver. 1. 
And of the reformation of manners, ver. 2. And partiadarly of 
the convi cling and filencing of falfe prophets, ver, 2 — 6. (2.) A 
clear prediction of the f offerings of Chrijl, and the difperfion of 
his difciples thereupon, ver. 7. And of the dejlruclion of the 
greater pari of the Jewijh nation not long after, ver. 8. and of 
the purifying of a remnant of them, a peculiar people to God, 

ver. 9. 

N that day there fhall be a fountain opened to 
the houfe of David, and to the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem, for fin, and for uncleannefs. 2. % And it 
lhall come to pafs in that day, faith the LORD of 
hofts, that I will cue off the names of the idols out 
of the land, and they fhall no more be remembred : 
and alfo I will caufe the prophets, and the unclean 
fpirit to pafs out of the land. 3. And it lhall come 
to pafs, that when any lhall yet prophefy, then his 
father and his mother, that begat him, lhall fay unto 
him, Thou lhalt not live; for thou fpeakeft lyes in 
the name of the LORD: and his father and his 
mother* that begat him, lhall thruft him through 
when he prophefieth. 4. And it fhall come to pafs 
in that day, that the prophets lhall be afhamed 
every one of his vifion, when he hath prophefied ; 
neither fhall they wear a rough garment to deceive: 
5. But he lhall fay, I am no prophet, I am an huf- 
bandman 5 for man taught me to keep cattle from 
my youth. 6. And one fhall fay unto him, What an 
thefe wounds in thine hands ? Then he lhall anfvver, 
Thofe with which I was wounded in the houfe of my 
friends. 



Behold here the Lamb of God taking away the fin of the world, 
the fin of the church ; for therefore was the Son of God mani- 
fefted to take away our fin, 1 John iii. 5. 

I. He takes away the guilt of fin by the blood of his crofs, 
ver. 1 • In that day, in the gofpel-day, there Jhall he a fountain 
opened, u e. provifion made for the cleanfing of all thofe from 
the pollutions of fin that truly repent and are forry for them. 
Jn that day when the Spirit of grace is poured out to fet them a 
mourning for their fins, they fhall not mourn as thofe that have 
no hope, but they lhall have their fins pardoned, and the com- 
fort of it in their bofoms. Their confeiences lhall be purified and 
pacified by the blood of Chrijl, which cleanfeth ,fro?n all fin, 1 John 
i. 7. For Chrift is exalted to give both repentance and remiflion 
of fins, and where he gives the one, no doubt he gives the other. 
This fountain opened is the pierced fide of Jefus Chrift, fpoken of 
juft before, chap. xii. 10. for thence came there out blood and 
water, and both for cleanfing. And thofe who look upon Chrijl 
pierced, and mourn for their fins that pierced him, and are there- 
fore in bitternefs for him, may look again upon Chrift pierced, 
and rejoice in him, becaufe it pleafed the Lord thus to finite this 
rock, that it might be to us a fountain of living waters. See 
here, (1.) How we are polluted-, we are all fo; we have finned, 
and fin is uncleannefs, it defiles the mind and confeience, renders 
us odious to God, and uneafy in ourfelves ; unfit to be employed 
in the fervice of God, and admitted into communion with him, 
as thofe that were ceremonially unclean were fhut out of the 
fanftuary. The houfe of David, and the inhabitants of Jerufalem 
are under fin, which is uncleannefs. The truth is, we are all as 
an unclean thing, and deferve to have our portion with the un- 
clean, (z.) How we may be purged. Behold there is a fountain 
opened for us" to wajh in, and ftreams flowing to us from that 
fountain, fo that if we be not made clean, it is our own fault. 
The blood of Chrift and God's pardoning mercy in that blood re- 
vealed in the new covenant is, (1.) & fountain; for there is in 

them an inexhauftible fulnefs, 'There is mercy enough in God, 
Not lxxviii. 



and merit enough in Chrift for the forgiving of the greateft fins 
and finners, upon gofpel-termsi Such were fome of you, but you 
are zvajhed, 1 Cor. vi. 1 1. Under the law there was a brazen 
laver, and a brazen fea to wafh in ; thofe were but vejfels, but 
we have a fountain to apply ourfelves to, overflowing, ever flow- 
ing. (2.) It is a fountain opened, for whoever will, may come 
and take the benefit of it ; it is opened, not only to the houfe of 
David, but to the inhabitants ofjerufalem ; to the poor and mean 
as well as to the rich and great ; or, it is opened to all believers* 
who, as the fpiritual feed of Chrift, are of the houfe of David, and, 
as living members of the church, are inhabitants of Jerufalem. 
Thro' Chrift all that believe are juftified, are wajhed froin their 
fins in his blood, that they may be made to our God kings and 
priejls, Rev. i. 5, 6. 

2. He takes away the dominion of fin by the power of his 
grace, even of beloved fins this evermore accompanies the for- 
mer; thofe that are wajhed in the fountain opened as they are 
jvflified, fo they are fanclifed; the water came with the' blood 
out of the pierced fide of Chrift. It is here promifed that in 
that day, 

1. Idolatry fhall be quite abolifjed, 3nd the people ofvthe ' Jews 
fhall be effectually cured of their inclination to it, ver.'z. I will 
cut off the names of the idols out of the land. The worfhip of the 
idols of their fathers fhall be fo perfectly rooted out, that in one 
generation or two it fhall be forgotten that ever there were fuch 
idols among them they fhall either not be named at all," or not 
with any refpedt 5 they fhall no more be remembred, as was pro- 
mifed, Hof. ii. 17. This was fulfilled in the rooted averf on which 
the Jews had after the captivity to idols and idolatry, and ftill 
retain to this day ; and in the ready converfon of many to the 
faith of Chrift, by which they were taken off from making an 
idol of the ceremonial law, as the unbelieving Jews did ; and is 
ftill in the fulfilling when fouls are brought oft' from the world 
and the flefh, thofe two great idols, that they may cleave to God 
only. 

2. Falfe prophecy fhall alfo be brought to an end. I will caufe 
the prophets and the unclean fpirit, i. e. the prophets that are under 
the influence of the unclean fpirit, to pafs out of the land; the 
devil is an unclean fpirit, fin and uncleannefs are from him-, he 
hath his prophets, that ferve his interefts, and receive their in- 
ftruclions from him. Take away the unclean fpirit and the pro* 
phets would not deceive as they do 5 take away the falfe prophets 
that produce fham-commiflions, and the unclean fpirit could not 
do the mifchief he doth. When God defigns the filencing of the 
falfe prophets he banifheth the unclean fpirit out of the land ; that 
wrought in them, and was a rival with him for the throne in 
the heart. 

The church of the Jews when they were addicted to idols did 
alfo dote much upon falfe prophets, that flattered them in their 
fins with promifes of impunity and peace, but here it is promifed, 
as a blelTed effect of the promifed reformation, that they fhould 
be very much fet againft falfe prophets, and zealous to clear the 
land of them they were fo after the captivity, till thro* the 
blindnefs of their zeal againft falfe prophets they had put Chrift 
to death under that character, and after that, there arofe many 
falfe chrifls and falfe prophets, and deceived many, Mat. xxiv. 11. 
It is here foretold, 

1. That falfe prophets inftead of being indulged and favoured, 
fhould be brought to condign punifhment even by their neareft 
relations, whiph would be as great an inftance as any other of 
flagrant zeal againft thofe deceivers, ver. 3. When any Jhall kt up 
for a prophet, and fhall fpeak lyes in the name of the Lord, fhall 
preach that which tends to draw people from God, and to con- 
firm them in fin, his own parents fhall be the firft and moft for- 
ward to profecute him for it, according to the law, Deut. xiiu 
6— 11. If thy fon entice thee fecretly from God, thou Jhalt furely 
kill him. Shew thy indignation againft him, and prevent any 
further temptation from him. His father and mother Jhall thruft 
him thro when he prophefieth. Note, We ought to conceive and 
always to retain a very great deteftation and dread of every thing 
that would draw us out of the way of our duty into by-paths, 
as thofe who cannot bear that zuhich is evil, Rev. ii. 2. And holy 
zeal for God and godlinefs, will make us hate fin and dread temp- 
tation moft in thofe whom naturally we love beft, and who are 
neareft to us ; there our danger is greateft as Adam's from Eve, 
Job's from his wife, and there it will be moft praife-worthy to 
fhew our zeal as Levi, who, in the caufe of God, did not acknoiu*. 
led*e his brethren j or know his own children, Deut. xxxiii. 9. Thus 
we* muft hate and forfake our neareft relations, when they come 
in competition with our duty to God, Luke xiv. 26. Natural 
affeaions, even the ftrongeft, muft be over-ruled by gracious 
affections. 

2. That falfe prophets fhould be themfelves convinced of their 
fin and folly, and let fall . their pretenfions, ver. 4. The prophet 
JJjall be ajhanied every one of his vifion, they fhall not repeat it, or 
infift upon it, but defire that it may be forgotten, and no more 
faid of it, being ready themfelves to own it was a fham 5 either 
becaufe God has by. his grace awakened their confeiences, and 
fhewed them their error, or becaufe the event difproves their pre- 
dictions, and gives them the lye, or becaufe their prophecies do 

not meet with fuch a favourable reception as they ukd to meet 
?8 A with* 
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with, but are generally defpifed and diftafted ; they perceive the 
people afhamed of them, which makes them begin to be afhamed 
of themfelves. And therefore they fhall no longer wear a rough 
garment, ox garment of hair, as the true prophets ufed to do, in 
imitation of Elijah, and in token of their being mortified to the 
pleafures and delights of fenfe. The pretenders had appeared in 
the habit of true prophets, but their folly being now made ma- 
nifeft they fhall lay it afide, no more to deceive and impofe upon 
unthinking unwary people by it. A modeft drefs is a very good 
thing, if it be the genuine indication of a humble heart, and is 
to irzftritft, but an ill thing if it be the hypocritical diiguife of a 
proud ambitious heart, and is to deceive. Let men be really as 
good as they feem to be, but not feem to be better than really 
they are. This pretender as a true penitent, (i.) Shall undeceive 
thofe whom he had impofed upon. He Jhall fay> I am no prophet, 
as I have pretended to be, was never defigned or fet apart to the 
office, never educated or brought up for it, never converfant 
among the fons of the prophets, / am an husbandman, and was 
bred to that bufinefs, I was never taught of God to prophefy, 
but taught of man to keep cattle, Amos was originally fuch a one 
too, and yet was afterwards called to be a prophet, jtmos vii. 
14, 15. But this deceiver never had any fuch call. Note, 
Thofe who forrow after a godly fort for their having deceived 
others, will be forward to confefs their fin, and will be fo juft as 
to rectify the miftakes which they have been the caufe of. Thus 
they who had ufed curious arts when they were converted fyewed 
their deeds, and by what fallacies they had cheated the people, Jcls 
xix. 18. (2.) He fhall return to his own proper employment, 
which is the fitteft for him ; / will be a husbandman? fo it may 
be read, I will apply myfelf to my calling again, and meddle no 
more with things that belong not to me, for man taught me to 
keep cattle from my youth? and cattle I will go keep, and never fet 
up for a preacher any more. Note, When we are convinced 
that we are gone out of the way of our duty, we muft evidence 
the truth of our repentance by returning to it again, tho* it be 
never fo much a mortification to us. (3.) He fhall acknowledge 
thofe to be his friends that by a fevere difcipline were inftrument- 
al to bring him to a fight of his error, ver. 6. when he who 
with the greateft aflurance had after ted himfelf fo lately to be a 
prophet, fuddenly drops his claims, and faith, I am no prophet, 
every body will be furprized at it, and fome wiil ask what are 
thefe zuounds or marks of ftripes in thine hands ? How cameft thou 
by them I Haft thou not been examined by fcourging ? And is not 
that it that has brought thee to thy felf? Vexatio dat intelleclum \ 
haft thou not been beaten into this acknowledgment? Was it not 
the rod and reproof that gave thee this wifdom ? And he fhall 
own, yes, it was, thefe are the wounds with which I was wounded 
in the houfe of my friends? that bound me, and ufed me hardly and 
feverely as a diftradted man, and fo brought me to my fenfes. 
By this it appears that thofe parents of the falfe prophet that 
thrujl him thro 9 , ver. 3. did not do it till they had fir ft tried to 
reclaim him by correction, and he would not be reclaimed, for fo 
was the law concerning a difobedient fon, his parents muft firft 
have chajlened him in vain, before they bring him forth to be 
floned, Dent. xxi. 18, 19. But here is another that was reduced 
bv ftripes, and fo prevented the capital punifhment ; and he had 
that fenfe and honefty to own that they were his friends, his real 
friends, who thus wounded him that they might reclaim him $ for 
faithful are the wounds of a friend, Prov. xxvii. 6. Some good 
interpreters obferving how foon this comes after the mention of 
Chrift's being pierced? think that thefe are the words of that great 
prophet, not of the falfe prophet fpoken of before ; Chrift was 
wounded in his hands, when they were nailed to the crois, and 
after his refurre£lion he had the marks of thefe wounds ; and here 
he tells how he came by them ; he received them as a falfe pro- 
phet, for the chief priefts called him a deceiver, and upon that 
account would have him crucified ; but he received them in the 
houfe of his friends, the Jews that fhould have been his friends : 
for he came to his own ; and tho' they were his bitter enemies, yet 
he was pleafed to call them his friends, as he did Judas, Friend, 
wherefore art thou come P Becaufe they forwarded his fufferings for 
him 5 as he called Peter, Satan, an adverfary, becaufe he dif- 
fwaded him from them. 

7. Awake, O fword, againft my fhepherd, and 
againft the man that is my fellow, faith the LORD 
of hofts ; fmite the fhepherd, and the fheep fhall be 
fcattered : and I will turn mine hand upon the little 
ones. 8. And it fhall come to pafs, that in all the 
land, faith the LORD, two parts therein fhall be 
cue off, and die, but the third fhall be left therein. 
9. And I will bring the third part through the fire, 
and will refine them as filver is refined, and will 
try them as gold is tried: they fhall call on my name, 
and I will hear them : I will fay, It is my people \ 
and they fhall fay, The LORD is my God. 

' Here is a prophecy, 

1 . Of the fufferings of Chrift, of him who was to be pierced, 
and was to be the fountain opened. Awake y O fword} againft my 
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their fafety, for he 
Some make another 



Jhepherd, ver. 7. Thefe are the words of God the Father, giv- 
ing order and commifEon to the fword of his juftice to awake 
againft his Son, when, he had voluntarily made his foul an offering 
for fin ; for it pleafed the Lord to bruife him? and put him to grief? 
and he was flricken? fmittcn of God, and afflicled, Ifa. liii. 4, i Q , 
Obferve, (1.) How he calls him. As God he is my fellow, for 
he thought it no robbery to be equal with God ; he and the Father 
are one. He was from eternity by him, as one brought up with 
him, and in the work of man's redemption he was his elecJ, in 
whom his foul delighted, and the counfel of peace was between 
them both. As mediator he is my Jliepherd, that great and 
fhepherd that undertook to feed the flock, chap. xi. 7. 
fhepherd that was to lay down his life for the fheep. 
he ufeth him. Awake, O fword, againft him. If he 
facrifice, he muft be (lain, for without the fhedding of blood, the 
life-blood, there was no remifjion. Men thruft him thro 9 as a foolifli 
/hepherd, God thruft him thro* as the good Jhepherd, compare 
ver. 3. that he might pur chafe the flock of God with his own bloody 
Adts xx. 28. It is not a charge given to a rod to correal him, 
but to a fword to flay him, for Mefftah the prince muft be cut off, 
but not for himfelf? Dan. ix. 26. It is not the fword of war to 
whom he has given this charge, that he may die in the bed of 
honour, but the fword of juftice, that he may die as a criminal, 
upon an ignominious tree. This fword muft azvake againft him ; 
he having no fin of his own to anfwer for, the fword of juftice 
had nothing to fay to him of itfelf, till by particular o'der from 
the Judge of all, it was warranted to brandifh itfelf againft him. 
He was the Lamb fain from the foundation of the world, in the 
decree and council of God, but the fword defigned againft him. 
had long fumbered, till now at length it is called upon to awake y 
not awake and frighten him, but awake and fmite him ; ftrike 
home ; not with a drowfy blow, but an awakened one 5 for God 

fpared not his own fon. 

2. Of the difperjion of the difciples thereupon. Smite the Jhep- 
herd, and the Jheep Jhall be fcattered. This our Lord Jefus himfelf 
faith was fulfilled, when all his difciples were offended becaufe of 
him in the night wherein he was betrayed, Mat. xxvi. 31. Mark 
xiv. 27. They all forfook hi?n and fled. ' The fmiting of the fhep- 
herd is the fcattering of the fheep. They were fcattered every 
one to his own, and left him alone, John xvi. 32. Herein they 
were like timorous fheep, yet the fhepherd thus provided for 

faid, If ye feek me, let thefe go their way. 
application of this ; Chrift was the JJjepberd 
of the Jewifh nation ; he was fmitten, they themfelves lmote 
him, and therefore they were juftly fcattered abroad ; and di£- 
perfed among the nations, and remain fo at this day, Thefe 
words, / wiu turn my band upon tbejittle ones, may be underftood 
either as a threatening, as Chrift fuffered fo fhall his difciples ; 
they fhall drink of the cup that he drank of and be baptized with 
the baptifm that be was baptized with ; or, as a promife that God 
would gather Chrift's fcattered difciples together again, and he 
fhould give them the meeting in Galilee. Tho a the little ones 
among Chrift's foldiers may be difperfed, they fhall rally again, 
the lambs of his flock tho' frightened by the beafts of prey (hall 
recover themfelves, fhall be gathered in bis arms, and laid in his 
bofom. Sometimes when the Jheep are fcattered and loft in the 
wildernefs, yet the little ones, which it was feared would be a prey, 
Numb. xiv. 31. are brought in, are brought home, and God 
turns his hand upon them. 

3. Of the rejection and ruin of the unbelieving Jews, ver. S m 
and this word has and fhall have its accomplifhment in the de- 
finition of the corrupt and hypocritical part of the church. It 
Jhall come to pafs that in all the land of Ifrael two parts Jhall be cut 
off and die ; the Roman army laid the country wafte, and flew 
at leaft two thirds of the Jews. Some underftand by the cutting 
off and dying of two parts in all the earth, the abolifhing of Hea- 
thenifm, and Judaifm, that Chriftianity, the third part, might be 
left to reign alone. The Jewifh worfhip was quite taken away 
by the deftruclion of Jerusalem and the temple. And fome time 
after Pagan idolatry was in a manner extirpated, when the empire 
became Chriftian. 

4. Of the reformation and prefervation of the chofen remnant, 
thofe of them that believed, and the Chriftian church in general, 
ver. 9. The third part Jhall be left; when Jerufalem and Judea 
were deftroyed, all the Chriftians in that country having among 
them the warning Chrift gave them to flee to the mountains, fhifted 
for their own Fafety, and were flickered in a city called Pella on 
the other fide Jordan. We have here firft the trials, and then 
the triumphs of the Chriftian church, and of all the faithful mem- 
bers of it. (1.) Their trials. I will bring that third part thro* 
the fire, of affliction, and will refine and try them as filver and gold 
are refined and tried. This was fulfilled in the perfecutions of the 
primitive church, the fiery trial which tried the people of God 
then, 1 Pet. iv. 12. Thofe that God fets apart for himfelf muft 
pafs thro* 'a probation, and purification in this world ; they muft 
be tried that their faith may be found to praife and honour, 1 Pet* 
i. 6, 7. as Abraham's faith was when it was tried by the com- 
mand given him to offer up Ifaac; now know I that thou feareft 
me. They muft be tried, that both they that are perfect, and 
they that are not, may be made manifefi. They muft he refined 

from 'their drofs, their corruption muft be purged out, they muft 



Chap. XIV 



Z E 




HAR I A H. 



Chap. XIV 



he brightened and bettered. (2.) Their triumphs. (1.) Their 
communion with God is their triumph. They /hall call on my name, 
and I will hear them. They write to God by prayer, and re- 
ceive from him anfvvers of peace, and thus keep up a comfortable 
communion with him ; this honour have all his faints. (2.) Their 
covenant with God is their triumph. I will fay, It is my people, 
whom I have chofen and loved, and will own, and they Jh all fay * 
The Lord is my God, and a God all-fufficient to me ; and in him 
they fliall boaft every day, and all the day long. This God is our 
God for ever and ever. ' 



if ynfiory were a licence to the worft of villainies, Jufque datum 
feeler 1. One half of the city fhall then be carried into captivity to 
be fold or enflaved, and fhall not be able to help themfelves, fuch 
is the deftru&ion that fhall be made in the great and terrible day 
of the Lord. 

(2.) He prefently changeth his way and appears for Jerufalem 5 
for tho* judgment begin at the houfe of God, yet, as it fhall 
not end there, fo it fhall not make a full end there, Jer. iv. 27. 

11. 



CHAP. XIV. 



Divers things were foretold in the two foregoing chapters which Jhoidd 
come to pafs in that day ; and this chapter fpeaks of a day of 
the Lord that cometh, a day of his judgment ; and ten times 
in the foregoing chapters, and feven times in this it is repeated^ 
in that day, but zvhat that day is that is here meant is uncertain, 
and perhaps zvill be fo (as the Jews fpeak) till Elias comes ; 
whether it refer to the whole period of time, fro?n the prophets 
days to the days of the Meffiah, or to fome particular events in 
that time, or to ChriJPs coming, and the fetting up of his kingdom 
upon the ruins of the Jeivijb polity, we cannot determine ; but di- 
vers pajfages here feem to look as far forward as go/pel-times. 
JSlbw the day of the Lord brings with it both judgment and 
mercy ; mercy to his church, judgment to her enemies and perfe- 
cuiors. (1.) The gates of hell are here threatening the church, 
ver. 1, z.and yet not prevailing. (2.) The power of heaven 
appears here for the church, and againjl the enemies of it, ver. 
3 5 4> 5- (3*) events concerning the church are here re pre- 
fented as mixed, ver. 6, 7. but iffuing well at lafi. (4.) The 
fpreading of the means of knowledge is here foretold, and the fet- 
ting up of the go/pel- kingdom in the zuorld, ver. S, 9. which /hall 
be the enlargement and eflablijh?nent of another J erufalem, ver. 
10, ir. (5.) Thofe Jhallbe reckoned with, that fought againfl 
Jerufale?n, ver. 12 — 15. and thofe that neglecl his worjhip there, 
ver. 17 — 19. (6.) Itis promifed that there Jhall be great refort 
to the churchy and great purity and piety in it, ver. 16, 20, zi. 



I. 




Ehold, the day of the LORD cometh, and 
thy fpoil fhall be divided in the midft of 
2. For I will gather all nations againft Jeru- 
falem to battle, and the city fhall be taken, and the 
houfes rifled, and the women ravilhed, and half of 
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of battle. 4. ^[ And his feet fhall ftand in that day 
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God's providences cpneerning his church are here reprefented 

and ftrangely mixed. 

Sometimes the tide runs high and 



1. A remnant fhall be /pared ; the fame with that third pari 
fpoken of, chap. xiii. 8. One half Jhall go into captivity, whence 
they may hereafter be fetched back ; and the refidue of the people 

fhall not be cut off, as one would have feared, frc?n the city. Many 
of the Jews fhall receive the gofpel, and fo fhall prevent their be- 
ing cut oif from the city of God. his church upon earth. In it 
Mil be a tenth, Ifa. vi. 13. See Ezek. v. 3. 

2. Their caufe fhall be pleaded againfl their enemies, ver. 3. 
Then when God has made ufe of thefe nations as a fcourge to his 

■ people, he fhall go forth and fight againfl them, by his judgments, 
as tvhen he fought againft the enemies of his church formerly, in 
the day of battle, with the Egyptians, Canaanites, and others. 
Wote, The inftruments of God's wrath will themfelves be made 
the objeas of it ; for it will come to their turn to drink of the 
cup of trembling • and whom God fights againft he will be fure to 

° V k - r( i 0 o e ' be t0 ° hard for- And ever y former day of battle 
which God has made to his people a day of triumph, as it is an 

engagement to God to appear for his people, becaufe he is the 
f a *tjf* f° it is an encouragement to them to truft in him. It is 
obfervable, that the Roman empire never flourifhed after the de- 
ftrudhon of Jerufalem as it had done before, but in many inftances 
God fought againft it. 

3. Tho' Jerufalem and the temple be deftroyed, yet God will 
have a church in the world, into which Gentiles fhall be admit- 
ted, and with whom the believing Jews fhall be incorporated, 
ver. 4, 5. Thefe verfes are dark and hard to be underftood, but 
divers good expofitors take this to be the meaning of them. 
(1.) God will carefully infpefl Jerufalem, even then when the 
enemies of it are laying it waft; * ' ~ 
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as ftrangely changing, 

I . As flrangely changing. 

but prefently turns and comes to be in favour 



ftrong againfl them, 

of them \ and God has for wife and holy ends fet the one over 

againft the other. . 

(1.) God here appears againft Jerufalem ; judgment begins at 
the houfe of God 3 when . the day of the Lord cometh, (ver. 1.) 
Jerufalem muft pafs through the fire to be refined. God himfelf 
gathers all nations againfl Jerufalem to battle, ver. 2. he gives 
them a charge as he did Sennacherib to take the fpoil, and to take 
the prey, Ifa. x. 6. for the people of Jerufalem are now become 
the people of his wrath. And who can ftand before him, or be- 
fore* nations gathered by him ? Where he gives commiffion he will 
give fuccefs, the! city Jhall be taken by the Romans, that have na- 
tions at command j the houfes fhall be rifled, and all the riches of 
them taken away by the enemy, and to gratify an infatiable luft 

of uncleannefs as well as avarice, the women fhall be raviflxd j as 



w w his feet Jhall filand in that day 

upon the ?nount of Olives, whence he may take a full view of 
the city and temple, Mark xiii. 3. When the refiner puts his 
gold into the furnace, he ftands by it and has his eye upon it, 
to fee that it receive no damage, fo when Jerufalem, God's gold, 
is to be refined, he will have the overfight of it. He will ftand by 
upon the mount of Olives ; this was literally fulfilled when our 
Lord Jefus was often upon this mountain, efpecially when from 
thence he afc ended up into heaven, A£ts i. 12. It was the laji 
place on which his feet flood on this earth, the place from which 
he took rife. (2.) The partition wall between Jews and Gen- 
tiles^ fhall be taken away. The mountains about Jerufalc?n, and 
particularly this, fignified it to be an inclofure, and flood in the 
way of thofe that would approach to it. Between the Gentiles 
and Jerufalem this ?nouniain of Bether, of divifion flood, Cant. ii. 1 7. 
But by the deftrudiion of Jerufalem this mountain mall be made 
to cleave in the tntdjl, and fo the Jewifh pale fhall be taken down, 
and the church laid in common with the Gentiles, who were 
made one with the Jews, by the breaking dotvn of this middle wall 
of partition, Eph. ii. 14. TVbo art thou, O great mountain? And 
a great mountain the ceremonial law was, in the way of the Jews 
converlion, which one would think could never have been got 
over, yet before Chrift and his gofpel it was made plain : this 
mountain departs, this hill removes, but the covenant of peace can- 
not be broken ; for peace is ftill preached to him that is afar off, 
and to them that are nigh. (3.) A new and living way fhall [be 
opened to the new Jerufalem, both to fee it, and to come into it. 
The mountain being divided one half towards the north, and the 
other half towards the fouth, there fhall be a very great valley , i. e. 
a broad way of communication opened between Jerufalem and 
the Gentile world ; by which the Gentiles fhall have free admit- 
fion into the gofpel Jerufalem, and the word of the Lord that 
goes forth from Jerufalem fhall have a free courfe into the Gentile 
world. Thus the way of the Lord is prepared, for every mountain 
and hill fijall be brought lozv, and plain and pleafant vallies fhall 
come in the room of them, Ifa. xl. 4. (4.) Thofe of the Jews 
that believe fhall come in and join themfelves to the Gentiles, 
and incorporate with them in the gofpel- church, ye Jhall flee to 
the valley of the mountains, that valley that is opened between the 
divided halves of the mount of Olives ; they fhall haften into the 
church with the Gentiles, as formerly the Gentiles with them, 
Zech. viii. 25. The valley of the mountains is the gofpel-church, 
to which there were added of the Jews daily fuch as Jbould be 
faved, who fled to that valley as to their refuge. This valley ^ of 
the mountains is faid to reach unto Azal, or to the feparate place, i. e. 
to all thofe whom God hath fit apart for himfelf \ when God 
makes his mountains a way, (Ifa, xlix. 11.) by making them a 
valley, the way fhall be opened to all the way-faring men, (Ifa. 
x X xv. 8.) and, tho* fools, they Jhall not err therein. Or, to thofe 
that are now fiparated from God, this valley fhall reach ; for the 
Gentiles that are afar off fhall be made ?iigb with the Jews that 
are a people near unto him, and both have an accefs, a mutual ac- 
cefs to each other, and a joint accefs to God as a Father by one 

Spirit, Eph, ii, i8 t (5.) They (hall flee to the valley of the mm* 
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tains* to the gofpel-church under dreadful apprehenfions of their- 
danger from the curfe of the law. They fhall flee from the wrath 
to come, from the avenger of blood that is in purfuit of them, to 
the church as to a city of refuge* or as doves to their windows, as 
they fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah* Amos 
i. i. Therefore the gofpel reveals the wrath of God from hea- 
ven, Rom.u 17. that we might be awakened to efcape for our 
lives. Flee as from an earthquake* for we feel the earth ready 
to fink under us, and we can find no firm footing in it, and 
therefore muft flee to Chrift, in whom alone we can Jiand fajl 
and be eafy. 

4. God fhall appear in his glory for the accomplilhmg of all 
this. The Lord my God Jhall come* and all the faints with thee* 
which may refer to his coming to deftroy Jerufalem, or to de- 
ftroy the enemies of Jerufalem, or his coming to fet up his king- 
dom in the world, which is called the coming of the Son of man* 
Mat. xxiv. 37. Or to this Iaft coming at the end of time ; how- 
ever, it teaches us, (1.) That the Lord will come ; it has been 
the faith of all the faints, heboid* the Lord comes to fulfil every 
word that he hath fpoken in its feafon. (2.) When he comes 
all his faints come with him, they attend his motions and are 
ready to ferve his interefts ; Chrift will come at the end of time 
with ten thoufands of his faints* as when he came to give the law 
upon mount Sinai. (3.) Every particular believer being related 
to God, as his God, may triumph in the expectation of his com- 
ing, and fpeak of it with pleafure, the Lord my God Jliall come* 
fhall come to the comfort of all that are his y for, blefied Lord, 
all the faints Jhall be with thee* 2nd it fhall be their everlafting 
happinefs to dwell in thy pretence * and therefore come* Lord 
Jefus. And fome think this may be read as a prayer, let* O 
Lord my God* come* and bring all the faints with thee. 

2. God's providences appear here flrangely ?nixed* ver. 6, 7. 
In that day of the Lord the light Jhall not be clear nor dark* not 
day* nor night -* but at evening time it Jhall be light. Some refer 
this to all the time from hence, to the coming of the Meffiah ; 
the Jewifti church had neither perfedl peace, nor conftant trouble, 
but a cloudy day, neither rain nor funfhine. But it may be 
taken more generally, as defigned to reprefent the method God 
ufually takes in the adminiftration of the kingdom, both of pro- 
vidence and grace. Here is, 

1. An idea of the ufual courfe and tenor of God's difpenfa- 
tions ; the day of his grace* and the day of his providence are 
neither clear nor dark* not day* nor night. It is fo with the 
church of God in this world, where the fun of righteoufnefs is 
rifen it cannot be dark night* and yet fhort of heaven it will not 
be clear day. It is fo with particular faints ; they are not dark- 
nefs but light in the Lord* and yet while there is fo much error 
and corruption remaining in them, it is not perfect day. So it 
is as to the providences of God that are concerning his church, 
moft an end the affairs of the church are neither good nor bad in 
any extremity, but there is a mixture of both, we are finging 
both of mercy and judgment, and are uncertain which will 
prevail, whether it be an evening or a morning twilight. 
We are between hope and fear, not knowing what to make of 
things. 

2. An intimation of comfort with reference hereunto. It 
Jhall be one day which Jhall be known to the Lord. This intimates 
(1.) The beauty and harmony of fuch mixed events, there is one 
and the fame defign and tendency in all ; all the wheels make 
but one wheel-* all the revolutions but one day. (2.) The brevity 
of them ; it is as it were but for one day* for a little moment ; 
the cloud that darkens the light will foon blow over. (3.) The 
eye God has upon all thefe events, and the hand he has in them 
all ; they are known to the Lord -* he takes notice of them, and 
orders and difpofeth of all for the beft, according to the counfel 
of his will. 

3. An hTue very joyful, fecured at laft •* at evening time it Jhall 
be light ; it fhall be clear light ; and no longer dark ; we are fure 
of it in the other world, and we hope for it in this world. At 
evening time when our hopes are quite fpent with waiting all day 
to no purpofe, nay, when we fear it will go to be quite dark, 
when things are at the worft, and the cafe of the church is 
moft deplorable. As to the church's enemies the fun goes down 
at noon* fo to the church it rifes at night ; unto the upright 
fprings light out of darknefs* Pfah cxii. 4. deliverance comes 
when the tale of bricks is doubled ; and when God's people had 
done looking for it, and Co it comes with a pleaftng furprize. 

8. And it fhall be in that day, that living waters fhall 
0 out from Jerufalem : half of them toward the for- 
mer fea, and half of them toward the hinder fea : 
in fummer and in winter fhall it be. 9. And the 
LORD fhall be king over all the earth : in that day 
lhall there be one LORD, and his name one. 10. All 
the land fhall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rim- 
mon, fouth of Jerufalem : and it fhall be lifted up, 
and inhabited in her place : from Benjamins gate unto 
the place of the firfl gate, unto the corner-gate, and 

from the tower of Hananeel unto the kings wine- 



preffes. 11. And men fhall dwell in it, and there (hall 
be no more utter deftrudlion, but Jerufalem lhall be 
fafely inhabited.. 12. And this fhall be the plague 
wherewith the LORD will finite all the people that 
have fought againft Jerufalem : Their fiefh fhall con- 
fume away while they ftand upon their feet, and their 
eyes fhall confume away in their holes, and their tongue 
fhall confume away in their mouth. 13. And it fhall 
come co pafs in that day, that a great tumult from 
the LORD fhall be among them, and they lhall 
lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour* 
and his hand fhall rile up againft the hand of his 
neighbour. 14. And Judah alfo fhall fight at Jeru- 
falem * and the wealth of all the heathen round about 
fhall be gathered together, gold, and filver, and ap- 
parel in great abundance. 1 5. And fo fhall be the 
plague of the horfe, of the mule, of the camel, and 
of the afs, and of all the beafts that fhall be in thefe 
tents, as this plague. 

Here is, 1. BleJJings promifed to Jerufalem, the gofpel- Jeru- 
falem, in the day of the Meffiah, and to all the earth, by virtue 
of the blcffings poured out on Jerufalem, efpecially to the land 
of Ifrael. 

(1.) Jerufalem fhall be a fpring of living tvaters to the world : 
it was made fo when there the Spirit was poured out upon the 
apoftles, and thence the word of the Lord diffufed it felf to the 
nations about, ver. 8. Living waters Jhall go out from Jerufalem* 
for there they began* and thence they fet out that were to preach 
repentance and remiffion of fins unto all nations* Luke xxiv. 47. 
Note, Where the gofpel goes, and the graces of God's Spirit go 
along with it, there living waters go 5 thofe ftreams that make glad 
the city of onr God* make glad the country alfo, and make it like 
paradife, like the garden of the Lord* which was well watered* 
It was the honour of Jerufalem that from thence the word of the 
Lord went forth* Ifa. ii. 3. and thus far, even in its worft and 
moft degenerate age, for old acquaintance fake it was made a blef- 
ftng* and to be fo is to be bleffed. Half of thefe waters fhall go 
towards the former fea* and half towards the hinder fea* as all 
rivers bend their courfe towards fome fea or other, fome eaftward, 
others weftward ; the gofpel fhall fpread into all parts of the 
world, fome that lie remote from Jerufalem one way, and others 
that lie as far off another way ; for the dominion of the Redeemer 
which was thereby to be fet up muft be from fea to fea* PfaL 
lxxii. 8. and the earth muft be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the fea* and as the waters that in vari- 
ous chanels run to the fea. The knowledge of God fhall diffufe 
it felf, (1.) Everyway. Thefe living waters fhall produce both 
eaflern churches, and weftern churches, that fhall each of them 
in their turn be illuftrious. (2.) Every day ; in fummer and in 
winter it Jliall he. Note, Thofe that are employed in fp reading 
the gofpel, may find themfelves work both winter and fummer 5 
and are to ferve the Lord therein at all feajbns* A6tsxx. iS m 
And fuch a divine power goes along with thefe living waters 
that they fhall not be dried up, or the courfe of them be ob- 
ftrufled, either by the droughts in fummer* or the frofts in 

winter. 

(2.) The kingdom of God among men fhall be an unlverfal 
and united kingdom, ver. 9. (1.) It fhall be an univerfal king- 
dom ; the Lord Jhall be king over all the earth. He is and ever 
was fo of right ; and in the fovereign difpofals of his providence ; 
his kingdom doth rule over all* and none are exempt from his 
jurifdi&ion ; but it is here promifed that he fhall be fo by aBual 
poffejfton of the hearts of his fubje&s * he fhall be acknowledged 
king by all, in all places ; his authority fhall be owned and fub- 
mitted to ? and allegiance fworn to him. This will have its ac- 
complifhment with that word, Rev. xi. 15. The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord* and of his Ghrifi. 
(2.) It fhall be an united kingdom. There Jhall be one Lord* and 
his name one. All fhall worfhip one God only, and not idols, 
and fhall be unanimous in the worfhip of him. All falfe gods 
fhall be abandoned* and all falfe ways of worfhip abolijhed* and as 
God fhall be the centre of their unity, in whom they fhall all 
meet* fo the fcripture fhall be the rule of their unity, by which 
they fhall all walk. 

3. The land of Judea and Jerufalem its mother city fhall be 
repaired and replenijhed* and taken under the fpecial protection 
of heaven, ver. 10, 11. Some think this fpeaks particular favour 
to the people of the Jews, and points at their converfion, and 
reftoration in the latter days ; but it is rather to be underftood 
figuratively of the gofpel-church, typified by Judah and Jerufa- 
lem, and it fignifies the abundant graces with which the church 
fhall be crowned, and the fruitfulnefs of its members, and the 
vaft numbers of them. (1.) The church fhall be like a fruitful 
country* abounding in all the rich products of the foil. The 
whole land of Judea which is naturally uneven and hilly, fhall 
be tunud as a plain* it fhall become a fmooth, level valley* 
from Geba to Gibeah its utmoft border north, to Rimmon which 

lay fouth of * Jerufalem, and was the utmoft fouthern limit of Judea. 
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The gofpel of Chrift where it comes in its power levels the ground* 
mountains and bills are brought lozu by it, that the Lord alone may 
be exalted. (2.) It (hall be like a populous city. As the holy land 
fhall be levelled, fo the holy city fhall be peopled ; fhall be rebuilt, 
and replenished. Jerufalem Jball be lifted up out of its low .eftate, 
lhall be raifed out of its ruins ; when the land is turned as a plain* 
and not only the mount of Olives removed, ver. 4. but other 
mountains too, then Jerufalem fhall be- lifted up* i. e. fhall appear 
the more confpicuous 5 flic Jball be inhabited in her place* even in 
Jerufalem* chap. xii. 6. The whole city fhall be inhabited, in 
the utmoft extent of it, and no part of it left to lie wafte. The 
titmoft limits of it are here mentioned, betwixt which there fhall 
be no ground loft, but all built upon* from Benjamin 's-gate 
north-earl, to the corner -gate north- weft ; and from the toxver of 
Hananeel in the fouth, to the kings wlne-prejfes in the north ; 
when the churches of Chrift in all places are replenifhed with 
great numbers of holy, humble, ferious Chriftians, and many 
fuch are daily added to it, then this promife is fulfilled. (3.) This 
country and this city fhall both be fafe, both the meat in the 
country, and the mouths in the city, ihey that dzvell in it* fhall 
dwell fecurely, and there fhall be none to make them afraid ; there 
lhall be no more of that utter deftrudtion that has laid both town 
and country wafte, no more anathema, as fome read it, no more 
cutting off, no more curfe or feparation from God to evil, no 
more fuch defolating judgments as you have been groaning under, 
but Jerufalem Jball be fafely inhabited ; there fhall be no danger, 
nor any apprehenfion of it ; neither fhall its friends be fearful to 
difquiet themfelves, nor its enemies formidable* to difquiet them. 
That promife of Chrift explains this, that the gates of hell JJ?all 
not prevail agalnjl the church ; and fo doth that holy fecurity and 
ferenity of mind which believers enjoy in relying on the divine 

prote£tion, 

2. Here are judgments threatened againft the enemies of 
church, that have fought or do fight againft Jerufalem ; and 
threatening of thefe judgments is in order to the prefervation of the 
church in fafety : men that read and hear of thefe plagues will 
be afraid of fighting againft Jerufalem, much more when thefe 
threatnings are fulfilled in fome, will others' hear and fear : thofe 
that fight againft the city of God, and his people, will be found 
fighting againft God, againft whom none ever hardened his heart 
and profpered, ver. iz. This Jball be the plague wherewith the Lord 
will finite all the people that have fought agalnjl Jerufalem ; who- 
ever they are, God will punifh them for the affront done to him, 

and avenge Jerufalem upon them. 

1. They fhall wafte away under grievous and languifhing dif- 
eafes. Their flejh Jfjall confume away* and they fhall be miferably 
emaciated even while they Jland on their feet* fo that they fhall 
be walking skeletons, nothing fhall remain but skin and bones. 
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for, when they were fed to the full with the fpoils of God's people, 

fhall now confume away that it cannot be feen* and the bones that 
were not feen* Jliall flick czct* Job xxxiii. zr. They keep their feet* 
and hope to keep their ground* crawling about ^as long as they 
can, but muft yield at laft. The organs of fight* the out-Jets of 
fin, their eyes Jball confume away in their holes* fhall fink into their 
heads, or perhaps Jlart out of them ; their envious, malicious, 
adulterous eyes, the eyes they hall fo often fed with fpedlacles of 
mifery, thefe fhall confume* which fhall make not only their 
countenances ghaftly, but their lives wretched. The organs of 
fpeech* the out-lets of fin, their tongue Jball confume away in their 
mouth * whereby God will reckon with them for all their blaf- 
phemies againft himfclf, and invectives againft his people. Thus 
their ozvn tongues Jl)all fall upon them* and their punifhment fhail 
be legible in their fin, as his was whofe tongue was tormented in 
hell-flames. Thus Antiochus and Herod coniumed away. 

2. They fhall be dafhed in pieces one againft another, ver. 13. 
A great tumult from the Lord JJjall be among them. But are tumults 
from the Lord* who is the God of order* and ?iot of cenfufon ? 
As they are the fin of thofe that raife them, they are not from 
the Lord, but from the wicked one, and from mens own lujls* 
but as they are the punifhment of thofe that fufter by them they 
are from the Lord, who ferves his own purpofes, and carries on 
his intentions, by the fins and follies, and reftlefs fpirits of men. 
It is of themfelves they bite and devour one another* but it is of 
the Lord, the righteous judge, that thus they are confitmcd one of 
another* Gal. v. 15. as Ahab was deceived by a lying fpirit from 
the Lord, fo Abimelech and the men ofShechem were divided, 
and fo dejlroyed by an evil fpirit from the Lordjudg. ix. 23. Note, 
Thofe that are confederate and combined againft the church, will 
juftly be feparated, and fet agalnjl one another ; and their tumults 
raifed againft God will be avenged in tumults among themfelves. 
And they fhall. lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour* to 
hold him from finking, or to bind him as his prifoner, nay, his 
band Jball rife up ogainjl the band of his neighbour* to ftrike and 
wound him. Note, Thofe that aim to deftroy t 



oft made to deftroy one another 5 and every 
fometimes fet againft his fellow, by him w 
all are. 
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Some think this was fulfilled in the factions and diflenfions that 
Were among the Jews, when the Romans were deftroying them 
all ; for they had fought agalnjl the fpirkual Jerufalem, the gofpel 
No. Ixxviu- 



church; and to that well enough agrees, ver. 19. Thou alfo* O 
Judah* JJialt fight agalnjl Jerufalem* i. e. the Jewifh nation fhall 
be ruined by ltfelf, fhall die by its own hands ; the city and 
country fhall be at war with each other, and fo both fhall be de- 
ftroy ed. Suis &f ipfa Roma vlrlbus ruit. 

3. The plunder of their camp fhall greatly enrich the people 
of God, or the fpoils of their country, ver. 14. Judah alfo Jball 
eat at Jerufale?n* fo one learned interpreter reads it, people fhall 
come from all parts to fhare in the prey - as when Sennacherib's 
army was routed before Jerufalem, there was the prey of a great 
fpoil divided* I fa. xxxiii. 23. fo it fhall be now 5 the wealth of all 
the heathen round about that had fpoiled Jerufalem* Jball be gathered 
together* gold, andfdver* and apparel* in great abundance, that an 
equal dividend may be made among all the parties entitled to a 
fhare of the prize. Note, The wealth of the firmer is often laid 
up for the jujl ; and the Ifvael of God enriched with the fpoil of 
the Egyptians. 

4. The very cattle fhall fhare in the plague with which the 
enemies of God's church lhall be cutoff; as" the v did in divers 
of the plagues of Egypt, ver. 15. All the beafts that Jball be in 
the tents of thefe wicked men, when God comes to contend with 
them, fhall perifh with them. Not only beafts ufed in war* as 
the horfe* but thofe ufed for travel, or in the plough, as the mule* 
the camel* and the ajs. Note, The inferior creatures often fufter 
for the fin of man, and in his plagues. Thus God will fhew 
his indignation againft fin, and will make the creature that is thus 
fubjeel to vanity* groan to be delivered into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God, Rom. viii. 21* 22. 



16. f And it fhall come to pafs, that every one 

that is left of a!J the nations which came againft Je- 
rufalem, fhall even go up from year to year to wor- 
(hip the King the LORD of hofts, and 'to keep the 
feaft of tabernacles. 17. And ic fhall be, that whofo 
will not come up of all the families of the earth unto 
Jerufalem, to worfhip the King the LORD of 
hofts, even upon them fhall be no rain. 18. And if 
the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that 
have no rain : there fhall be the plague wherewith the 
LORD will finite the heathen that come not up to 
keep the feaft of tabernacles. 19. This lhall be the 
punifhment of Egypr, and the puniihmenc of all nations 
that come not up to keep the feaft of tabernacles. 
20. f In that day fhall there be upon the bells of the 

horfes, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD-, 

and the pots in the LORDs houfe fhall be like the 
bowls before the altar. 21. Yea, every pot in Jeru- 
falem and in Judah fhall be Holinefs unto the LORD 
of hofts : and all they that facrifice, fhall come and 
take of them, and feethe therein : and in that day 
there lhall be no more the Canaanite in the houfe of 
the LORD of hofts. 



Three things are here foretold. 

1. That a gofpel- way of wo rfhip being fet up in the church, 
there fhall he a great refort to it, and a general attendance upon 
it. Thofe that were left of the enemies of religion fhall be fo 
fenfible of the mercy of God to them in their narrow efcape, that 
they fhall apply themfelves to the worfhip of the God of Ifiael, 
and pay their homage to him, ver. 16. Thofe that were noc 
conjumed fhall be converted* and this makes their deliverance a 
mercy indeed, a double mercy ; it is a great change that the grace 
of God makes upon them ; they that had come agalnjl Jerufa- 
lem finding their attempts vain and fruitlefs, fhall become as much 
her admirers as ever they had been her adverfaries, and fhall 
come to Jerufalem to worfhip there \ and go in concurrence with 
thofe whom they had gone contrary to. Note, Ch rift's foes as 
fome of them lhall be made his footftosl* fo others of them fhall be 
made his friends ; and when the principle of enmity is Jlaln in 
them, their former acls of hofilllty are pardoned to them, and their 
fervices are admitted and accepted, as tho* they had never fought 
againft Jerufalem. They fhall go up to worfhip at Jerufalem, be- 
cause that was the place that God had chofen, and there the 
temple was, which was a type of Chrift and his mediation. Con- 
verting grace fets _us right) (1.) In the objccl of our worfhip. 
They Jball no longer worfhip the Molochs and Baals, the kings and 
lords that the Gentiles worfhip, the creatures of their own ima- 
gination, but tbe^King* the Lord of hafts* the evcilafting King, 
the King of kings, the fovereign Lord of all. (2.) In the ordi- 
nances of worfhip, thofe which God himfdf hath appointed, 
Gofpel-zvorJIxp is here re pre fen ted by the keeping of the feaji of 
tabernacles* for the fake of thofe two great graces which were in 
a fpecial manner ailed and fignified in that feaft, contempt of^ the 
world, and joy in God, Neb. viii. 17. ~~ ~ 
ftian is a conftant feaft of tabernacles* and in all acts of devotion 
we muft retire from the world, and rejoice in the Lord 5 worfhip 
as in that feaft. (3.) In the mediator of our worfhip ; we muft 

go to Chrift* our temple, with all our offerings, for in him only 
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our fpiritual facrifices are acceptable to God, r Pet. ii. 5. If we 
rell in ourfelves, we come fhort of pleafmg God, we muft go up 
to him, and mention his righteoufnefs only. (4.) In the time of 
it 5 we muft be confianU They fhall go up from year to year? at 
the times appointed for this folemn feaft. Every day of a Chri- 
stian's life, is a day of the feafi of tabernacles? and every Lord's 
day efpecially, that is the great day of the feafi? and therefore 
every day we muft worfliip the Lord of hofts, and every Lord's 
day with a peculiar folernnity. 

2* That thofe who negle£t the duties of. gofpel- worfhip, fhall 
be reckoned with for their negledt. God will compel them to 
come and worfhip before him, by fufpending his favours from 
thofe that keep not his ordinances ; upon them there fhall be no rain? 
ver. 17. Some underftand it figuratively ; the rain of heavenly 
do&rine fhall be with-held, and of the heavenly grace which 
fhould accompany that doctrine. God will command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon the?n. Note, It is a righteous thing 
with God to with-hold the bleflings of grace from thofe that do 
not attend the means of grace; to deny the green pajlures to 
thofe that attend not the JhephercTs tents. Or we may take ^ it 
literally, on them there Jhall be no rain to make their ground fruit- 
ful. Note, The gifts of common providence are juftly denied to 
thofe that negle£l and defpife inftituted ordinances. Thofe that 
negledted to build the temple were punifhed with the want of rain, 
Hag. ii. 17. and fo were they that negledled to attend there, 
when it was built. If we be barren and unfruitful towards God, 
juftly is the earth made fo to us. Many are crofted and go back- 
ward in their affairs, and this is at the bottom of it, they do not 
keep clofe to the worfhip of God as they fhould ; they go off from 
God, and then he walks contrary to thejn. If we omit or poft- 
pone the duties he experts from us, it is juft with him to deny 
the favours we expe£t from him. 

. But what fhall be done to the defaulters of the land of Egypt, 
to whom the threatening of the want of rain is no threatening, 
for they have no rain at any time, they need none, they defire 
none ; the river Nilus is to them inftead of the clouds of heaven, 
waters their land, and makes it fruitful, fo that what is a punifli- 
ment to others is none to them? ver. 16, 19. It is threatened 
that if the family of Egypt go not up that have no rain? yet God will 
find out a way to meet with them, for there fhall be in effeel: 
the fame plague wherewith other nations are fmitten for their ne- 
gledi. God can and often did reftrain the overflowing of the 
river, which was equivalent to the fhutting up of the clouds, or 
if the river did its part, and rofe as high as it ufed to do, God 
had other ways of bringing famine upon them, and deftroying the 
fruits of their ground, as he did by divers of the ten plagues of 
Egypt ; fo that this? i. e. the fame (hall be the punifiment of Egypt 
that is the punifhment of other nations? who come not up to keep 
the feafi of tabernacles. Note, Thofe who think themfelves leaft 
indebted to, and depending on, the mercy of heaven, yet cannot 
therefore think themfelves guarded againft the juftice of heaven. 
Thofe that can live without rain? it doth not therefore follow they 
can live without God -? for not the heavens only, but all other 
creatures are that to us (and no more) that God makes them to 
be ; nor can any man's way of living enable him to fet light by 
t?he judgments of God. This fhall be the puni/hment? (marg.) 
This Jhall be the fin of Egypt? and the fin of all ?iations? that come 
not up to keep the feafi of tabernacles. The fame word fignifies 
both fin and the punijhment of fin, fo clofe . and infeparable is the 
connexion between them ; as Gen. iv. 7. and fin is often its own 
punifhment. Note, Omiffions are fins, and we muft come into 
judgment for them ; thofe contradl guilt that go not up to worjlnp 
at the times appointed, as they have opportunity, and it is a fin 
that is its own puntfkment -? for thofe who forfake the duty forfeit 
the privilege of communion with God. 

3. That thofe who perform the duties of gofpel-worjhip fhall 
have grace to adorn their profeffion by the duties of a gofpel-con- 
verfation too. This is promifed, ver. 20, 21. and it is neceflary 
to the cornpleating of the beauty and happinefs of the church. 
In general, all fhall be holinefs to the Lord. (1.) The name and 
character of holinefs fhall not be fo confined as it had been ; holinefs 
to the Lord had been written only upon the high-prieft's forehead, 
but now it fhall not be fo appropriated. All Chriftians fhall be 
living temples? and fpiritual priejls? dedicated to the honour of 
God, and employed in his fervice. (2.) Real holinefs fhall be 
more dijfufed than it had been ; becaufe there fhall be more power- 
ful means of fan£Hfication, more excellent rules, more cogent ar- 
guments and brighter patterns of holinefs; and becaufe there 
fhall be a more plentiful effufion of the Spirit of holinefs and 
fan&ification after Chrifl's afcenfion than ever before. 

t . There fhall be holinefs introduced into common things ; and 
thofe things devoted to God that feemed very foreign. 

(1.) The furniture of their horfes fhall be confecrated to God. 



Upon the bells of the horfes fhall be engraven Holinefs to the Lord? or 
upon the bridles of the horfes, fo the margin, or the. trappings 
The horfes ufed in war fhall no longer be ufed againft God and 
his people as they have been, but for him and them. Even their 
wars fhall be holy wars ; their troopers fer ving under God's ban~ 
ner. Their great men that ride in fiate with a pompous retinue 
fhall reckon it their greateft ornament to honour God with their 
honours ; holinefs to the Lord fhall be written on the harnefs of 
their chariot-horfes, as great men have fometimes their coat of 
arms with their motto painted on their coaches ; every gentleman 
fhall take the high-prieft's motto for his, and glory in it, and make 
it a memento to himfelf, not to do any thing unworthy of it* 
Travellers fhall have it upon their bridles with which they guide 
their horfes, as thofe that defire always to be put in mind of it^ 
by having it continually before them, and to guide themfelves in 
all their motions by this rule. The bells of the horfes which are 
defigned to quicken them in their journey, and to give notice of 
their approach, fhall have Holinefs to the Lord upon them, to fignify 
that this is that we ought to be influenced by ourfelves, and make 
profcjfion of to others, wherever we go. 

(2.) The furniture of their houfes too fhall be confecrated to 
God, to be employed in his fervice. (1.) The furniture of the 
priefls houfes? or apartments adjoining to the houfe of the Lord. 
The common drinking cups they ufed fhall be like the bowls before 
the altar? that were ufed either to receive the blood of the facri- 
fices, or to prefent the wine and oil in, which were for the drink- 
offerings. The veffels which they ufed at their own tables fhall 
be ufed in fuch a religious manner, with fuch fobriety and tem- 
perance, fuch devotednefs to the glory of God, and fuch a mix- 
ture of pious thoughts and expreffions, that their meals fhall look 
like facrifices ; they fhall not eat and drink to themfelves, but to 
him that fpreads their tables and fills their cups. And thus in 
minifters families efpecially, fhould common actions be done after 
a godly fort? however they are done in other families. (2.) The 
furniture of other houfes? thofe of the common people. Every pot 
hi Jerufalem and in "Judah Jhall be holinefs to the Lord. The pots 
in which they boiled their meat, the cups out of which they 
drunk their wine, Jer. xxxv. 5. In thefe God's good creatures 
fhall never be abufed to excefs, nor that made the food and fuel 
of luft, which fhould have been oil to the wheels of obedience, as 
had formerly been, when all tables were full of vomit and fil thi- 
ne/}? Ifa. xxiii. 8. What they eat and drink out of, thefe fhall 
nourifh their bodies for the fervice of God ; and out of thefe they 
fhall give liberally for the relief of the poor, then are they Holi- 
nefs to the Lord? as the merchandize and the hire of the converted 
Tyrians is fa id to be, Ifa. xxiii. 18. for both in our gettings and 
in our fpendings we muft have an eye to the will of God as our 
rule, and the glory of God as our end. (3.) When there fhall 
be fuch an abundance of real holinefs, people fhall not be nice 
and curious about ceremonial holinefs. They that facrifice Jhall come 
and take of thefe common veflels and feethe their facrifices therein^ 
making no diftinclion between them and the bowls before the altar* 
In gofpel-times the true worfhippers fhall worfhip God in fpirit 
and in truth? and neither in this mountain? nor yet at Jerufalem* 
John iv. 21. One place fhall be as acceptable to God as another, 
/ will that men pray every where ; and one veflel as acceptable as 
another. Little regard fhall be had of the circumfiance? provided 
there be nothing indecent or diforderly, while the fubjlance is re- 
ligioufly preferved and adhered to. Some think it intimates that 
there fhould be greater numbers of facrifices offered than the vef- 
fels of the fandluary would ferve for, but rather than any fhould 
be turned back or deferred, they fhall make no difficulty at all 
of ufing common veflels, as the Levites in a cafe of neceffity 
helped the priefts to kill the facrifices, 2 Chron. xxix. 34. 

2. There fhall be no unholinefs introduced into their fa ere d things? 
to corrupt them. In that day there Jhall be no more the Canaanite 
in the houfe of the Lord ofhojls. Some read it, there fhall be no 
more the merchant? for fo a Canaanite fometimes fignifies; and 
they think it was fulfilled when Chrift once and again drove the 
buyers and fellers out of the temple. Or tho' thofe that were 
Canaanites, ftrangers and foreigners, fhall be brought into the; 
houfe of the Lord, yet they fhall ceafe to be Canaanites; they 
fhall have nothing of the fpirit or difpofition of Canaanites in 
them. Or it intimates, that tho' in gofpel-times people fhould 
grow indifferent as to holy veflels, yet they fhould be very ftri£t 
in church difcipline, and careful not to admit the profane to fpe- 
cial ordinances, but to feparate between the precious and the vile, 
between Ifraelites and Canaanites. Yet this will not have its full 
accomplifhment fhort of the heavenly Jerufalem, that houfe of the 
Lord of hojls into which no unclean thing fhall enter'? for at the 
end of time, and not before, Chrift fhall gather out of his king- 
dom every thing that offends ; and the tares and wheat fhall be 
perfectly and eternally feparated. 
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The Jews fay prophecy continued fo 



the fecond temple 9 and this prophet they call the feal of prophecy, becanfe in him the feries or fuc- 
ejjipn of prophets broke off and came to a period $ God wifely ordered it fo> that divine infpiration Jhould 
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for my meflenger; and perhaps from that word he /night (thd probal 
had another name) ^ be called Malachi. The Cbaldee parapbrafe, and fane of ^ the Jews fuggejl that 
Malachi was the fame with Ezra, but that alfo is groimdlefs 3 Ezra was a fcribe, but we ?iever read 

u<> <,m* * ^r n phet. Others , yet further from probability, made him to be Mordecai. But we have 



afon to conclude he was a perfo72 y whofe prop 



of fo7ne of 



if the tribe of 



(2.) 



fcop 



of the prophecy. Haggai and Zechariah were Jent to reprove the people for delaying ^ to build the tempi 
Malachi was jent to reprove them for the neglect of it, when it was built, and for their profanation 
of the temple-Jervice ; for from idolatry and fuperflition they run ijito the other extreme of impiety and 
irreligion j and the fins he witnefleth againjl are the fame that we f?id complained of in Nehemiah's 
time, with whom, it is probable, he was cotemporary. 'And now prophecy was to ceafe he fpeaks more 
clearly of the Mefiah as nigh at hand, than any other of the prophets had done, and concludes with a 
direction to the 'people of God to keep in remembrance the law of Mofes, while they were . in expefta- 
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"his prophet Is fent, firjl to convince, and then to comfort , firjl to 
difcover fin, and to reprove for that, and then to promife the 
coming of him who /hall take away fin : and this method the 
blejfcd Spirit takes in dealing zvith fouls, John xvi. 8. . He firjl 
opens the wound, and . then applies the healing balm. God had 
provided (and one zvould think effeclually) for the engaging of 
Ifracl to hirnfelf by providences and ordinances ; but it feems by 
ihe complaints here made of them they received the grace of God 
in both thefe in vain, (i.) They were very ungrateful to God for 
his favours to them, and rendered not again according to ihe be- 
nefit they received, ver. I — 5. (2.) They were very car clefs and 
remifs in the obfervance of his inftitutions ; the priejls efpecially 
were fo, that were in a particular manner charged with thc?n, 
ver. 6, 1 4. slnd zuhat fJiall we fay of thofe whom neither provi- 
dences nor ordinances work upon ? and who affront God in thofe 
very things zuhercin they jliould honour hi?n ? 



\. rg'^HE burden of the word of the LORD 

§ to Ifrael by Malachi. 2. I have Joved you, 
JL faith the LORD: yet ye fay, Wherein 
haft thou loved us? was not Efau Jacobs brother? 
faith the LORD: yet I Joved Jacob, 3. And I 
hated Efau, and laid his mountains, and his heritage 
wade, for the dragons of the wildernefs. 4. Whereas 
Edom faith, We are impoverifhed 3 but we will return 
and build the defolate places: thus faith the LORD 
of hofts, They fhall build, but I will throw down; 
and they fhall call them, The border of wickednefs, 
and the people againft whom the LORD hath in- 
dignation for ever. 5. And your eyes fhall fee, anfi 
ye- fhall fay, The LORD will be magnified from 
the border of Ifrael. 



The prophecy of this book is intitled, The burden of the zuord 
of the Lord, ver. 1. which intimates, (1.) That it was of great 
weight and importance ; what the falfe prophets faid was light 
as the- chaff, what the true prophets faid was ponderous as the 
wheat, Jer. xxiii. 28. (2.) That it ought to be often repeated 
to them and by them, as the burden of a fong. (3.) That there 
were thofe to whom it was a burden, and a reproach, they were 
weary of it, and found themfelves fo aggrieved by it, that they 
were not able to bear it. (4.) That to them it would prove a 
burden indeed, to firfk them to the lowefl hell, unlefs they re- 
pented. (5.) That to thofe who loved it and embraced it, and 
bid it welcome, tho' it was a light burden, as our Saviour calls it, 
Mat. xi. 30. yet it was a burden. This burden of the word of 
the Lord- was fent, (1.) To Ifrael, for to them pertained the lively 
oracles of prophecy, as well as thofe of the written word. Many 
prophets God had fent to Ifrael, and now he will try them with 
one more. (2.) By Malachi ; by the hand of Malachi ; as if it 
were not a meffage by word of mouth, but a letter put into his 
hand, for the greater certainty. 

In thefe verfes they are charged with ingratitude in that' they 
were not duly fenfible of God's diflinguifhing goodnefs to them; 
and fuch a. charge as this may well be called a burden, for it is a 
heavy one. 

, i . God zfferls the great kindnefs he had, and had oft exprefled 
for them, ver. 2. J have loved you, faith the Lord. Thus abruptly 
doth the fermon begin, as if God intended, whatever reproofs 
fliould be given :hem, to reconcile them to his love, and to take 
care that they fliould frill have good thoughts of him; as many as 
1 leve, I rebuke and chajlen. Thus kindly doth the fermon begin ; 
God will have his people fatisficd that he loves the?n, and ever 
mindful of his love. This is the fame with what he faid of old 
to the virgin of Ifrael,' that he might engage her affections to hirn- 
felf, Jcr. xxxi. 3, 4. Tea, 1 have loved thee with an everlajling 
love. In. this one word God fums up all his gracious dealings 
with them ; love was the fpring of al! ; he loved them becaufe he 
would love them, Deut. vii. 7, 3. Joved them in their child- 
hood, Hofi xi. 1 . His delight was in them, I fa. Ixii. 4. I have 
loved you, but you have not loved me, nor made any fuitable re- 
turns for my love. Note, God's people need to be often mind- 
ed of his love to them. 

2. They quefiion his love, and diminifh the inftances of it, and 
feem to quarrel with him, for telling them of it. Yet ye fay where- 
in hajl thou loved us ? As God runs up all his favours to them, 
to the fountain, which was his love, fo he runs up all their fins 
againft him to the fountain, which was their contempt of his love. 
Jnftead of acknowledging his kindnefs, and ftudying what they 



mail render, they fcorn to own that they had been beholden to 
him; challenge him to produce proofs of his love that were ma- 
terial, and think and fpeak very /lightly of the inftances they 
had had of his kindnefs, as if they were fo few, fo finally as' not 
to be worth taking notice of; and no more than what they had 
fufficiently made returns for, or at leaft than he had fufficiently 
balanced with inftances of his wrath* Have we not been wafted, 
impoverifhed, and carried captive, and wherein then hajl thou 
loved us ? Note, God juftly takes it very ill to have his favours 
flighted, as not worth fpeakingof; and it is very abfurd for us 
to ask zuhercin he has loved us, when, which way foever we look, 
we meet with the proofs and inftances of his love to us. 

3. He makes it out beyond contradiction, that he had loved 
them, loved them in a diflinguifhing way, which, was in a fpecial 
manner obliging. For proof of this he fhews the difference he 
had made, and would ftill make"" between Jafcob and Efau, be- 
tween Ifraelites and Edomites. Some read their queftion, Where* 
fore hajl thou loved us P as if they did . indeed own that he had 
loved them, but withal infinuate, that there was a reafon for it, 
that he loved them, becaufe their father Abraham had loved htm, 
fo.that it was not a free love, but a love of debt, to which he 
replies, was not Efau as near a-kin to Abraham as you are ? was 
he not Jacob's own brother, his elder brother ? and therefore if 
there were any right to a recompence for Abraham's love Efau 

had it, and yet / hated Efclu, and loved jf a cob. 

1 . Let them fee what a difference God had made between Ja- 
cob and Efau. Efau was Jacob's brother, his twin-brother, yet I 
loved Jacob, and / hated Efau, i. e. took Jacob into covenant, 
and entailed the bleffing oh him and his, but I refufed and reject- 
ed Efau. Note, Thofe that are taken into covenant with God, 
that have the lively oracles, and the means of grace committed 
to them, have reafon to look upon thefe as tokens of his love, 
Jacob is loved for he hath thefe, Efau hated, for he has not. 
The apoftle quotes this, Rom. ix. 13. and compares it with what 
the oracle faid to Rebecca, concerning her twins, Gen. xxv. 23. 

The elder fhall ferve the younger, to illuftrate the doctrine of God's 
Sovereignty in difpenfing his favours ; for may he not do what he 
will with his own? Efau was juftly hated, but Jacob freely lovea\i 
even fo Father, becaufe it feemed good in thine eyes y and it is not 
for us to ask why or wherefore ? 

2. Let them fee what he was now doing j^and would do with 
them ; purfuant to this original difference. 

1. The Edomites fhall be made the monuments of God's ju- 
ftice, and he will be glorified in their utter deftruction, for Efau 
have I hated. / laid his ?nountains wafte, the mountains of Seir, 



which 



ere his heritage. 



When 



ravaged by the Chaldean army, the country of Edom was among 
the reft laid in ruins, and became a habitation for the dragons of 
the zvildernefs, fo perfectly defolate was it ; as was foretold, Ifa* 
xxxiv. 6, 1 1. The Edomites had triumphed in Jerufalem's over- 
throw, Pfal. cxxxvii. 7. and therefore it was juft with God to 
put the fame cup of trembling into their hands. And tho'Edom's 

and the 



ruins were lajl, yet they were lajling, and tne dejotations, perpe- 
tual, and in this the difference was made between Jacob and Efau, 
and is made between the righteous and the wicked, to whom 
otherwife all things come alike, and there feems to be one event. 
Jacob's cities are laid wafte, but they are rebuilt, Edom's are -laid 
wafte, and never rebiult ; the fufferings of the righteous will have 
an end, and will end well, all their grievances will be redrefled, 
and their forrow turned into joy ; but the fufferings of the wicked 
will be endlefs and remedilefs, as Edom's defolations, ver. 4. Ob- 
ferve here, (1.) The vain hopes of the Edomites, that they fhall 
have their ruins repaired as well as Ifrael, tho' they had no pro- 
mife to build their hope upon. They fay, it is true we are im- 
poverifhed, it is the common chance, and there is no remedy, 
but we will return, and build the defolate places, we are refolved 
we will, not fo much as asking God leave; we will, whether he 
will or no ; nay, we will do it in defiance of God's curfe, and 
that fentence pronounced upon Edom, Ifa. xxxiv. 10. From ge- 
neration to generation it fhall lie wajle. They build prefumptuoufly 
as Hiel built Jericho in direct contradiction to the word of God, 
i Kings xvi. 34. and it will fpeed accordingly. Note, It is com- 
mon for thofe whofe hearts are unhumbled under humbling pro- ' 
vidences, to think to make their part good againft God hirnfelf, 
and to build and plant, and flourifh again as much as ever, tho* 
God hath faid they fhall be impoverifhed. But fee, (2.) The 
dafhing of thefe hopes, and the difappointment of them. They 
fay, We will build, but what faith the Lord of ho/Is ? "Sox we 
are fure his word fha]l ftand, and not theirs; and he faith, 
(1.) Their attempts fhall be baffied ; they ft a 11 build, but I will 
throw 'doiun. Note, Thofe that walk contrary to God, he will 
walk contrary to them, for who ever hardened his heart againft 
God, and profpercd? When the Jews had rejected Chrift and his 
gofpe], they became Edomites, and this word was fulfilled in 
them, for when in the time of the emperor Adrian they at- 
tempted to rebuild Jerufalem, God by earthquakes and eruptions . , 
of fire threw down what they built, fo that they were forced to 
quit the enterprize. (2.) They fhall be looked upon by ail as 
abandoned to utter ruin ; all that fee them fhall call them the bor- 
der of zvickednefs, a finful nation, incurably fo, and therefore the 
people againft zukom ihe Lord has indignation for ever. Since their 
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wickednefs is fuch as will never be reformed, their defolations j 
fhall be fuch as are never to be repaired. Againft Ifrael God 
was a little difpleafed, Zech. i. 15. but againft Edom he has in- 
dignation, and will have for ever, for they are the people of his 
curfe, Ifa. xxxiv. 5. 

2, The Ifraelites fhall be made the monuments of his mercy, 
and he will be glorified in their falvation, ver. 5. Edomites fhall 
be ftigmatized as a people hated of God, but your eyes Jhalt fee 
your doubts concerning his love to you for ever filenced, for you 
fhall fay, and have caufe to fay, The Lord is, and will be mag- 
nified from the border of Ifrael, i. e. from every part and border 
of the land of Ifrael. The border of Edom is a border of wicked- 
nefs, and therefore the Lord will have indignation againft it for 
ever, but the border of Ifrael is a border of holinefs, the border of 
tbefancluary, Pfal. Ixxviii. 54.. and therefore God will make it 
to appear, tho* it may for a time lie defolate, yet he hath mercy 
in ftore for it, and from thence he will be magnified 3 he will give 
his people Ifrael both caufe and hearts to praife him. When the 
border of Edom ftill remains defolate, and the border of Ifrael is 
repaired and replenifhed, then it will appear that God hath loved 
Jacob. Note, (1.) Thofe that doubt of God's love to his people, 
lhall fooner or later have convincing and undeniable proofs given 
them of it; your own eyes /hall fee what ye will not believe. 
(2.) Deliverances out of trouble are to be reckoned proofs of 
God's good-will to his people, tho' they may be fuffered to fall 
into trouble, Pfal. xxxiv. 19. (3.) Diftinguiftiing favours are 
very obliging. If God rear up again the border of Ifrael, but 
leave the border of Edom in ruins, let no IfraeJite ask for fhame, 
wherein bafil thou loved us? (4.) The dignifying of Ifrael is the 
magnifying of the God of Ifrael, and one way or other God will 
have honour from his profeffing people. (5.) God's goodnefs be- 
ing his glory, when he doth us good we muft fpeak him great ; 
for that is ?nagnifying him. It is an inftance of his goodnefs that 
he hath pleafure in the profperity of his fervants, and for this they 
that love his falvation fay, The Lord be magnified, Pfal.xxxv. 27. 



6. % A fon honoureth his father, and a fervant his 
matter : if then I be. a. father, where is mine honour? 
and if I be a matter, where is my fear? faith the 
L O R D of hofts unto you, O priefts, that defpife 
my name : and ye fay, Wherein have we defpifed thy 
name? 7. Ye otter polluted bread upon mine altar 5 
and ye fay, Wherein have we polluted thee ? In that 
ye fay, The table of the LORD is contemptible. 
8. And if ye offer the blind for facrifice, is it not 
evil? and if ye offer the lame and fick, is it not evil? 
offer it now unto thy governor, will he be pleafed 
with thee, or accept thy perfon ? faith the LORD 
of hofts, 9. And now I pray you, befeech God 

this hath 



that he will be gracious unto us : this hath been by 
your means : will he regard your perfons ? faith the 
LORD of hofts. 10. Who is there even among 
you that would fhut the doors for nought ? neither do 
ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no 
pleafure in you, faith the LORD of hofts, neither 
will I accept an offering at your hand. 11. For from 
the rifing of the fun even unto the going down of 
the fame, my name fhall be great among the Gentiles, 
and in every place incenfe fhall be offered unto my 
name, and a pure offering : for my name fhall be 
great among the heathen, faith the LORD of hofts, 
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in that ye fay, The 



table of the LORD is polluted, and the fruit there- 
of, even his meat is contemptible. 13. Ye faid alfo, 
Behold, what a wearinefs is it, and ye have fnuffed 
at ir, faith the LORD of hofts and ye brought 
that which was torn, and the lame, and the fick; thus 
ye brought an offering : fhould I accept this of your 
hands? faith the LORD. 14. But curfed be the de- 
ceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth 
and facrifketh unto the LORD a corrupt thing : 
for I am a great King, faith the LORD of hofts, 
and my name is dreadful among the heathen. 



The prophet is here by a fpecial commiffion, calling the priejls 
to account, though they were themfelves appointed judges, to call 
the people to an account. Let the rulers in the houfe of God 
know that there is one above them,, who will reckon with them for 
their male- administrations. Thus faith the Lord of hofts to you, O 
priefts, ver. 6. God will have a faying to unfaithful miniflersj 
and it concerns them who fpeak from God to his people, to hear 
and heed what he faith to them ; that they may fave themfelves in 
the firft place, otherwife how fhould they help to fave them that 
hear them. It is afevere, and no doubt a juft, reproof, that is here 

given to the priefts y for the profanation of the holy things of God, 
No. Ixxviii. 



with which they were intrufted ; and if this was the crime of the 
priefts, we have reafon to fear the people alfo were guilty of it ; fo 
that what is faid to the priefts, is faid to all,- my, it is faid to usi 
who as Chriftians profefs ourfelves not only the people of God, 
but priefts to him. Obferve here, 



1. What it was that God expected from them, and with What ' 
good reafon he expe£ted it, ver. 6. A fon honoureth his father, be-' 
caufe he is his father, nature has written this law in the hearts of 
children, before God wrote it at mount Sinai ; nay, a fervant* ' 
though his obligation to his matter be not natural, but by volun- 
tary compact, yet thinks it his duty to honour him ; to be obfer- 
vant of . his orders, and true to his interefts. Children and fer- 
vants. pay refpedis to their parents and matters, every one cries out 
fhame on them if they do not, and their own hearts cannot but 
reproach them too ; the order of families is thus kept up, and it is 
their beauty and advantage. < 

But the priefts, that are God's children and his fervants, do not 
fear and honour him. They were fathers and majlers to the peo- 
ple, and expe&ed to be called fo, Jttdg. xviii. ig.Mat. xxiii. 7, 
10. and to be reverenced and obeyed as fuch ; but they forgot their 
Father and Matter in heaven, and the duty they owe to him. We 
may each of us charge it upon ourfelves, what is here charged upon 
the priefts. Note, (1.) We are every one of us to look upon 
God as our father and mafler, and upon ourfelves as his children 
and fervants. (2.) Our relation to God as our father and mafler, 
ftrongly obligeth us to fear and honour him. If we honour and 
fear the fathers of our flelh, much more the Father and Mafteror. 
our fpirits, Heb. xii. 9. (3.) It is a thing to be juftly complain- 
ed of and lamented, that God is fo little feared and honoured, 
even by thofe that own him for. their father and matter. Where is 
his honour ? Where is his fear ? 

1. What the contempt was which thefe priefts put upon God. 
This is that in general which is charged upon them, (u) They 
defpifed God's name; their familiarity with it, as priefts, bred con- 
tempt of it, and ferved them only to gain a veneration by for them- 
felves, and their own name, while God's name was of fmall ac- 
count with them. God's name is all that whereby he has ?nade 
himfelf inozun, his word and ordinances, thefe they had low thought 
of, and vilified that which it was their bufinefs to ?nagnify ; and 
no wonder that when they defpifed it themfelves, they did that 
which made it defpi cable to others ; even the facrifices'of the Lord 
to be abhorred ; as Eli's fons did. (2.) They profaned God's name, 
ver. 12. They polluted it, ver. 7. They not only made no account 
of facred things, but they made an ill ufe of them, and perverted 
them to the fer vice of the • worft and vileft purpofes, their own 
pride, covetoufnefs, and luxury. There cannot be a greater pro- 
vocation to God, than the profanation of his name ; for it is holy 
and reverend. His purity cannot be polluted by us, for he is uti- 
fpotted, but his name may be profaned, and nothing profanes it 
more, than the mifcarriages of priefts, whofe bufinefs it is to do 
honour to it. 

This is the general charge exhibited againft them; to this they 
plead not guilty, and challenge God to prove it upon them, and 
to make good the charge ; which added daring impudence to their 
daring impiety ; ye fay wherein have we dejpifcdthy name ? ver. 6. 
and wherein have we polluted thee ? ver. 7. It is common with 
proud finners, when they are reproved, to ftand thus upon their 
own juftification ; thefe priefts had moft horridly profaned facred 
things, and yet, like the adulterous woman, fay they have done na 
zvickednefs ; either they were fo inobfervant of themfelves, that they 
remembred not, or reflected not upon their own a£is ; or fo igno- 
rant of the divine law, that they thought there was no harm in 
them, and that what they did could not be conftrued, defpifing 
God* s name \ or, fo atheifiical as to imagine, that though they 
Jcnew their own guilt, yet God did not; or fo fcornful in their 
carriage towards God and his prophets, that they took a pride in 
bantering a ferious and juft reproof, and turning it off with a 
jeft. They either laugh at the reproof, as thofe that defpife it, 
and harden their hearts againft it ; or laugh it off, as thofe that re- 
' folve they will not be touched by it, or not feem to be fo. Which 
way foever we take it, their defence was their offence, and in jufti- 
fying themfelves, their own tongues condemned them, and their 
faying wherein have we defpifed thy name, proved them proud and 
perverfe : Had they asked this queftion with a humble defire, to be 
told more particularly wherein they had offended, it had been an 
evidence of their repentance, and had given hopes of their reforma- 
tion, but to ask it thus in difdain and defiance of the word of 
God, argues their hearts fully fet in them to do evil Note, Sinners 
ruin themfelves by ftudying to baffle their own convictions 3 but 
they will find it hard to kick againfl the pricks. 

Juftly might they have been convicSied and condemned upon the 
general charge, and their plea thrown out as frivolous, but God 
will not only overcome, but will be clear, will be juftified when he 
judgeth, and therefore he fliews them very particularly, wherein 
they had defpifed his name, and what the contempt was they caft 
upon him. As formerly when he charged them with idolatry,, 
fo now, when he chargeth them with profanenefs, he bids thenx 
fee their way in the valley, and know what they have done, 

11* 2 * 

1. They defpifed God's name in what they faid-, in the low 
opinion they had of his inftitutions ; ye fay in your hearts, and 
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perhaps fpeak it out when your priefts get together over your cups, 
out of the hearing of the people, the table of the Lord is contemptible, 
ver. 7. and again ver. 1 2. ye fay the table of the Lord is polluted, 
it is to be no more regarded than any other table; either the ta- 
ble in the temple, on which the Jhew-bread was placed, is that 
which they refle£l upon, not underftanding the myftery of it, 
they defpifed it as an infignificant thing ; or rather the altar of 
burnt-offerings is here called the table, for there God, and his 
priefts, and his people did, as it were, feaft together upon the fa- 
crifices, in token of friendship ; this they thought was contemptible $ 
formerly in the days of fuperftition it was thought contemptible, in 
comparifon with the idolatrous altars that the heathen had, and was 
fetafide to make room for a new-fafhioned one, 2 Kings, xvi. 14, 
15. Now it is thought contemptible in companion with their own 
tables ; and thofe of .their great men, the fruit thereof even his 
meat is contemptible. They who ferved at the altar, were to live 
upon the altar, but they complained that they lived poorly, and 
meanly, and it was not worth while to attend the fervice of the 
altar, for the fruit and meat of it, for it was very ordinary, and 
always the fame again ; they had no dainties, no varieties, no nice 
difhes. Nay, that part of the facrifices which was given to God, 
the blood and the fat they looked upon with contempt, as not wor- 
thy fo many laws God had made about them ; they asked what 
needs fo much ado, about burning the fat, and pouring out the 
blood ! Note, Thofe greatly profane and pollute God's name, 
that defpife the bufinefs of religion, though it be very honourable, 
as not worth taking. pains in 9 and the advantages of religion, though 
highly valuable, as not worth taking pains for. Thofe that live 
in a carelefs negle£t of holy ordinances, that come to them, and 
attend on them irreverently, and go away from them never the 
better, and under no concern, they do in effe£l fay, the table of 
the Lord is contc??iptible, there is neither virtue nor value in it ; 
neither credit nor comfort from it- 

2. They defpifed God's name in what they did, which was of a 
piece with what they faid, and flowed from it ; corrupt principles 
and notions are roots of bitternefs, which bear the gall and worm- 
wood of corrupt practices. They looked upon the table and altar 
of the Lord as contemptible, and then, 

1. They thought any thing would ferve for a facrifice, though 
never fo coarfe and mean ; and were fo far from bringing the beft, 
as they ought to have done, that they picked out the worft they 
had, which was fit neither for the market, nor for their own ta- 
bles, and offered that at God's altar. With every facrifice they 
were to bring a meat-offering of fine filGur mingled with oil ; 
but they brought polluted bread, ver. 7. coarfe bread, fervants 
bread, perhaps it was dry and mouldy, or made of the refufe of 
the .wheat, which they thought good enough to be burnt upon the 
altar; for had it been better, they would have faid, totohatpur* 
pofe is this zvajle P And as to the beafts they offered, though the 
law was exprefs, that what was offered in facrifice fhould not have 
blemifh, yet they brought the blind, and^the lame, and the fiick, 
ver. 5. and again, ver. 13. the torn, and the lame, and the fick, 
that was ready to die of itfelf. They looked no further than the 
burning of the facrifice, and they pleaded it was pity to burn it, 
if it was good for any thing elfe. The people were fo far con- 
vinced of their duty, that they would bring /a crifices ; they durft 
not wholly omit the duty, but they brought vain oblations, mocked 
God, and deceived themfelves, by bringing the worft they had ; 
and the priefts, who fhould have taught them better, accepted the ! 
gifts brought to the altar, and offered them up there ; becaufe, if 
they fhould refufe them, the people would bring none at all, and 
then they would lofe their perquifites ; and therefore having more 
regard to their own profit than to God's honour, they accepted 
that which they knew he would not accept of. Some make ver. 8. 
to be a continuation of what the priefts profanely faid, ver. 7. 
Ye fay to the people, if ye offer the blind for facrifice, it is not evil ; , 
or the lame and the fick, it is not evil. Note, It is a very evil 
thing, whether men think fo or no, to offer the blind and the lame, 
the torn and the fick, in facrifice to God. If we worfhip God igno- 
rantly and without underftanding, we bring the blind for facrifice:; 
if we do it carelefly and without confideration, if we are cold and 
dull, and dead in it, we bring the fick ; if we reft in the bodily , ex- 
ercife, and do not make heart- work of it, we bring the lame ; and 
if we fuffer vain thoughts and diftra£tions to lodge within us, we 
bring the torn. And is not this evil f Is it not a great affront to 
God, and a great wrong and injury to our own fouls ? Do not 
our books tell us, nay, do not our hearts tell us, that tbis'is evil ? 
For God who is the beft, ought to be ferved with the beft we 
have. 

2. They would do no more of their work but what they were paid 
for. The priefts would offer the facrifices that were brought to the 
altar, becaufe they had their fhare of them, but as for any other 
fervice of the temple, that had not a particular fee belonging to it, 
they would not ftir a ftep, or lend a hand to it ; and this was the 
general temper of them, ver. 10. There is not a man among the 
priefts that would /hut the doors, or kindle a fire for nought. If he 
were bid to do the fmalleft piece of fervice, he would ask, How 
fhalll be paid for it? They would do nothing gratis, but were all 
for what they could get, every one for his gain, from his quarter, 
I/a. Ivi. 11, Note, Though God has given order that his fer- 
vants be well paid in this world, yet thofe arc no acceptable fer- 



vants to him that are mercenary, and would never do the work 5 
but for the wages. 

3. Their work was a perfedl drudgery to them, vtr. 13. Ye 
faid alfo, Behold what a wearinefs is it f Both priefts and people were 
of this mind, that they thought God impofed too hard a task 
upon them ; the people grudged the charge of providing the facri- 
fice, and the priefts grudged the -pains of offering it; they thought 
the feafts of the Lord came too thick, and they were forced to at- 
tend too often, and too long in the courts of the Lord ; the priefts 
thought it a fevere penance impofed upon them, to purify them- 
felves as was required, when they attended the altar, and eat of 
the holy things ; they thought the duty of their office toilfome and 
troublefome, and fnuffed at it as unreafonable, and bearing hard 
upon them ; they did it, but it was grudgingly, and with reludtan- 
cy. God fpeaks of it in juftification of his law, that he had not 
made them to ferve with an offering* nor wearied them with in* 
cenfe, Ifa. xliii. 23. Wherein have I zvearied thee ? Mic. vi. 3* 
But their own wicked hearts made it a wearinefs ; and they were 
asDoeg, detained befo7~e the Lord, they would rather have been any 
where elfe. Note, Thofe are highly injurious, both to God and 
themfelves, that are weary of his fervice and worfhip, and fnuff 
at it. 

3. Obferve how God expoftulates and reafons the cafe with 
them, for their convi&ion and humiliation. (1.) Would they, 
durft they, affront an earthly prince thus? You offer to God the 
lame and the fick, offer it now unto thy governour, ver. 8. either 
as tribute, or as a prefent, when thou art entreating his favour, or 
in gratitude for fome favour received, will he be pleafed with thee ? 
or rather will he not take himfelf affronted by it ? Note, Thofe 
that arecarele/s and irreverent in the duties of religious worfhip, 
fhould confider what a fhame it is to offer that to their God, which 
they would fcorn to offer to their governour, and to be more obfer- 
vant of the laws of breeding, and good manners, than of the 
laws of religion; and more afraid of being rude, than of being 
profane. 

(2.) Could they imagine that fuch facrifices as thefe would be 
pleafing to God, or anfwer the end of facrifices ? Should I accept 
this of your hands, faith the Lord ? ver. 13. have you any rea fori 
to think I fhould either not difcern or not refent the affront ? that 
I fhould connive at the violation of my own laws ? No, ver. 1 o. 
I have no pleafure in you, and therefore / will not accept an offer ing^ 
fuch an offering at your hand. If God has no pleafure in theper- 
fon, if he be not in a juftified ftate, if he be not fan&ified, he will 
not accept the offering ; God had refpe£i to Abel firft, and then 
to his facrifice. Note, In order to our acceptance with God, it is 
not enough to do that which for the matter of it is good, but we 
muft do it from a right principle, in a right manner, and for a 
right end. It was the ancient rule laid down, Gen. iv. 7. If thou 
doff well, Jhalt thou not be accepted ? Now if we be not accepted of 
God, in vain do we worfhip him; it is all loft labour; nay, we 
are all undone, for ever undone, if we come fhort of God's ac- 
ceptance ; thofe therefore make an ill bargain for themfelves, that 
to fave charges in their religion, mifs all the ends of it ; and by 
thinking to go the next way to work, bring nothing to pafs. Thofe 
who make it the top of their ambition, as we all ought to do, 
whether prefent or abfent to be accepted of the Lord, will not dare to 
bring the torn, dnd the la?ne, and the fick for facrifice. 

(3.) How could they expect to prevail with God in their inter- 
ceflions for the people, when they thus affronted God in their fa- 
crifices ? So fome underftand ver. 9. as fpoken ironically, and 
now if you will do the duty of priefts, and ftand in the gap, to 
turn away the judgments of God, that you fee ready to pour in 
upon us, 1 pray you befeech God that he will be gracious to us, and 
to our land, which is aimoft eaten up with ]ocufts and caterpillers, 
as appears chap. iii. 1 1 . Try now what intereft you have at the 
throne of grace, improve it for the removing of this plague, for 
// has been by your means, you have provoked God to fend it, but 
as you go on thus to profane his facred things, will he regard your 
perfons, or your prayers ? No, you cannot prevail with him to 
command it away. For if we regard iniquity in our hearts, God 
will not hear us, either for ourfelves, or others. 

(4.) Had God deferved this at their hands ? No, he had provi- 
ded comfortably for them, and had given them fuch encourage- 
ment in their work, as might have engaged them to do it chear- 
fully and well, fo fome underftand ver. 10. Who is there among 
you that Jhall Jhut a door, or kindle a fire for nought ? No, God 
doth not expe£l you fhould ferve him for nothing, you are well paid 
for it, and fhall be fo ; not a cup of cold water, given for the ho- 
nour of God, fhall lofe its reward. Note, The confideration of 
our con ft ant receivings from God, and the prefent rewards of obe- 
dience in obedience, very much aggravates our flothfulnefs and 
niggard linefs in our returns of duty to God. 

4: He calls them to repentance for their profanations of his ho- 
ly name. So we may underftand ver. 9. Now I pray you, befeech 
God that he will be gracious to us. Humble y ourfelves for your fin, 
cry mightily to God for pardon, and make up in the faith and fer- 
vency of your prayers, what has been wanting in the worth and 
value of your facrifices ; for all' the rebukes of providence we are 
under, are by your means. Note, Thofe that have by their fins 
helped to kindle a fire, are highly concerned by their repentance, 

prayers, and perfonal reformation, to help' to quench it. We muft 
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fee how much God's judgments are by your means , and be awaken- 
ed thereby to be earnefl: with him to retufn in mercy; and if we 
take not this courfe, how can we think he fhould regard our 
perfons ? 

5. He declares his refolution, both to fecure the glory of his 
own name, and to reckon with thofe that do profane it. Thofe 
that put contempt upon God and religion, and think to rundown 

facred things, let them know, 

I. That theyfhall not gain their point \ God will magnify his 
law, and make it honourable, though they vilify it, and make it 
contemptible ; for ver* 1 f . from the rifing of the fun to the going 
down of the fame, my name Jhall be great among the Gentiles. It 
might be faid, if thefe be not the worfhippers whom God will ac- 
cept, then he has no worfhippers ; as if he muft make the beft of 
their fervice, or elfe he would have no fervice done him ; and 
then what will he do for his great name ? But let him alone for 
that; though Ifrael be not faithful, be not gather ed? yet God will 
be glorious; though thefe priefts provoke him to take down the 
ceremonial ceconomy, and to abolifh that law of commandments? 
which could not make the comers thereunto perfect? yet he will be 
110 lofer by that at the long run 5 for (1.) Inftead of thofe carnal 
ordinances which they profaned, a fpiritual way of worfhip fhall be 
introduced and eftablifhed ; incenfe Jhall be offered to God's name? 
•which fignifies prayer and praife, Pfal. cxli. 2. Rev. viiu 3. in- 
ftead of the blood and fat of bulls and goats. And it fhall be a pure 
offering? refined not only from the corruptions that were in the 
priefts praftice, but from the meer bodily exercife that was in the 
inflitutions themfelves, which were called carnal ordinances? i?n- 
pofed till the time of reformation? Heb. ix. 10. When the hour 
came, in which the true worjhippers worfhipped the Father in fpirit? 
and in truth ; then this incenfe was offered? even this pure offering. 
(2.) Inftead of his being worfliipped and ferved among the Jews 
only, a fmall people in the corner of the world, he will be ferved 
and worfliipped in all places, from the rifing of the fun to the going 
down of the fame, in every place? in every part of the world, in- 
cenfe frail be offered to his name? nations fhall be difcipled, and fhall 
fpeak of the wonderful works of God, and have them fpoken to 
them in their own language. This is a plain prediction of that 
great revolution in the kingdom of grace, by which the Gentiles, 
that had been Jlr angers and foreigners? came to be fellow-citizens 
with the faints? and of the houjhould of God, and as welcome to the 
throne of grace as ever the Jews had been. It is twice faid, for 
the thing was certain, My name Jhall be great among the Gentiles? 
whereas hitherto in Judah only he was known* and his name great? 
Pfal. lxxvi. 1. God's name fhall be declared to them, the decla- 
ration of it fhall be received and believed, and there fhall be thofe 
among the Gentiles that fhall magnify and glorify the name of God, 
better than ever the Jews had done, even the priefts themfelves. 

2. That they fhall not go unpunijhed? ver. 4, Here is the doom 
of thofe that do like their priefts here, for the fentence on them, is 
a fentence on all fuch. Obferve, (1.) The defcription of profane 
and carelefs worfhippers. They are fuch as vow and facrifice to 
the Lord a corrupt thing, when they have in their flock a male ; 
they have of the befl? wherewith to ferve and honour him ; fo boun- 
tiful has he been in his gifts to them, but they put him off with the 
vuorft? and think that good enough for him ; fo ungrateful are they 
in their returns to him. This was the fault of the people, but 
the priefts connived at it, and indulged them in it. We find a di- 
ftindtion in the law, which allowed that to be offered for a free-will 
offering? which fhould not be accepted for a vow? Lev. xxii. 23. 
But the priefts would accept it, though God would not, pretend- 
ing to be more indulgent than he was, for which he will con them 
no thanks another day. (2.) The character given of fuch worfhip- 
pers; they are deceivers, they deal falfly and fraudulently with 
God, they play the hypocrite with him ; they pretend to honour 
him in making the vow, but when it comes to be performed, they 
put an affront upon him, to that degree, that it had been better 
not to have vowed than to vow'? and thus to pay, but let not fuch be 
themfelves deceived, for God is not mocked; thofe that think to 
put a cheat upon God, will prove in the end to have put a damn- 
ing cheat upon their own fouls. Hypocrites are, deceivers? and 
they will prove felf deceivers? and fo felfdefiroyers. (3.) The 
doom palTed upon them, they are curfed ? they expedt a blefling, but 
will meet with a curfe, the tokens of God's wrath according to 
the judgment written. (4.) The reafon of this doom ; for 1 am a 
great King? faith the Lord of ho/is, and therefore will reckon with 
thofe that deal with me, but as a man like themfelves ; my name 
is dreadful among the heathen? and therefore I will not bear that 
it fhould be contemptible among mine own people. The heathen 
paid more refpe£t to their gods, though idols, than the Jews did 
to theirs, though the only true living God. Note, The confide- 
ration of God's univerfal dominion, and the univerfal acknow- 
ledgment of it, fhould reftrain us from all irreverence in his 
fervice. 
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the wretched profanation cf both which is complained of ? and fiarp- 
ly reproved in this chapter, (1.) The ordinance of the miniftrr * 
which is "peculiar to the church? and is defigned for the maintain- 
ing and keeping up of that ; this was profaned by thofe thai were 
themfelves dignified with the honour of it? and intruded with the 
bufinefs of it. The priejls profaned the holy things of God? this 
they are here charged with, their fin is aggravated? and they am 
feyerely threatened for it? ver. 1? 9. (2.) The ordinance of mar- 
riage, which is common to the world of mankind, and was infii- 
tutedfor the maintaining and keeping up of that ? this was profaned 
both by the priejls and by the people? in ?narrying flrangers? ver. 10, 
12. treating their wives unkindly? ver. 13. putting them away 4 
ver. 16. and herein dealing treacheroufiy? ver. 10, 14, 15. Jnd 
that which was at the bottom of this, and other infiahces of pro- 
fane fs? was downright atheifm? thinking God altogether fuch a one 
as themfelves? which was in effecJ to fay? there is no God, ver. 1 7. 
And thefe reproofs to them? are warnings to us. 



A 



N D now, O ye priefts, this commandment 
is for you. 2. If ye will not hear, and if 
ye will not lay // to hearc, to give glory unto my 
name, faith the LORD of hofts, I will even fend 
a curfe upon you, and I will curfe your bleffings: 
yea, I have curfed them already, becaufe ye do noc 
lay it to heart. 3. Behold, I will corrupt your feed, 
and fpread dung upon your faces, even the dung of 
your folemn feafts, and one fhall take you away with 
it. 4. And ye fhall know that I have fent this com- 
mandment unto vou. that 



with Levi, 



you, tftat my covenant might be 
the LORD of hofts. 
with him 



unto 
faith 



venant was with him of life and peace, ana 1 gave 
them to him for the fear wherewith he feared me, 

afraid before 



5- M 
and I 



and was 



6. The law of 



my name. 

truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found 
in his lips: he walked with me in peace and equity, 
and did turn many away from iniquity. 7. For the 
priefts lips fhould keep knowledge,' and chey fhould 
feek the law at his mouth : for he is the meffenger 
of the LORD of hofts. 8. But ye are deparred 
out of the. way: ye have caufed many to Humble 
at the law : ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, 
faith the LORD of hofts. 9. Therefore have I alfo 
made you contemptible and bafe before all rhe peo-* 
pie, according as ye have not kept my ways, but 
have been partial in the law; 

■ 

What was faid in the foregoing chapter, was directed to the 
priefts* chap, u 6. Thus faith the Lord of hofis to you? 0 priejls 
that defpife ?ny name ; but the crimes there charged upon them 
they were guilty of, as fieri fees? and for thofe they might think 
it fome excufe, that they offered what the people brought, and 
if they were not fo good as they fhould be, it was not their 
fault, but the peoples : And therefore here the corruptions there 
complained of, are traced to the fource and fpring of them, the 
faults the priefts were guilty of, as teachers of the. people, as ex- 
pofitors of the law, and the lively oracles ; and this is a part of 
their office, which ftill remains in the hands of gofpel minifters, 
who are appointed to be pallors and teachers, like the priefts un- 
der the law, though not facrificers like them ; and therefore by 
them the admonition, here is to be particularly regarded. If the 
priefts had given the people better inftructions, the people would 
have brought better offerings ; and therefore the blame returns upon 
the priefts; and now \ O ye priejls? this commandment is purely for 
you, ver. 1. who fhould have taught the people the good know- 
ledge of the Lord, and how to worfhip him, aright. Note, The 
governors of the churches are under God's government, and to 
him they are accountable. Even for them that command, God 
hath commandments. Nay, ver. 4. ys Jhall know that I have 
fent thefe commandments for you \ fhall know it either (1.) By the 
power of the Spirit working with the word for their conviction 
and reformation ; you fhall know its original, by its eiftcacy 
whence it comes, by what it doth. When the word of God tout 
\ brings about, and carries on the work of God in us? then we 
cannot but know that he fent it to us 5 that it is not the word of 
Malachi God's meflenger, but is indeed the zvord cf God y and is 
fent not only in general to all, but in particular to us. Or (1.) 
By the accomplishment of the threatnings~*'denounGed againft 

them j 
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them ; ye Jhall know, to your coft, that I have fent this command- 

tnent to you, for it fhall not return void. 

Let us now fee what this commandment is, that is for the priejls, 
which they muft know was fent to them, and put into method the 

particulars of the charge. 

I. Here is a recital of the covenant God made with that facred 
tribe ; which was their commiffion for their work, and the pa- 
tent of their honour. The Lord of ho/is fent a commandment to 
them, for the eftablifhing of this covenant, {ver. 4-) f° r his co- 
venant is faid to be the word which he commanded, Pfal. cv. 8. 
And he fent this commandment by the prophet at this time, for the 
re-ejlablijhing of it, that it might not be cut off for their, perfifting 
in the violation of it. Let the fons of Levi know then (and parti- 
. cularly the fons of Aaron) what honour God put upon their fanri- 
. ly, and what a truft he repofed in them. Ver. 5 . My covenant was 
with him of life and peace. Befides the covenant of peculiarity 
.made with all the houfe of Ifrael, there was a covenant of prieft- 
hood made with one family, that they fhould do the fervices, and 
upon condition of that fhould enjoy all the privileges of the 
priefts office. That as Ifrael was a peculiar nation, a kingdom of 
priejls, fo the houfe of Aaron fhould be a family of priefts, fet 
apart for the fervice and honour of God, to bear up his name in 
that nation, as they were to bear up his name among the nations, 
both the one and the other, in different degrees, were to give glory 
unto God's na?ne,ver. 2. God covenanted with them as his me- 
nial fervants, obliged them to do his work, and promifed to own 
and accept them in it. This is called his covenant of life and peace, 
becaufe it was intended for the fupport of religion, which brings 
life and peace to the fouls of men ; life to the dead, peace to the 
diftreffed 5 or becaufe life and peace were by this covenant pro- 
mifed to thofe priefts that faithfully and confcientioufly difcharged 
their duty, they fhall have peace which fpeaks fecurity from all 
evil, and life which fpeaks the fummary of all good. What is 
here faid of" the covenant of priefthood is true, of the covenant of 
grace made with all believers, as fpiritual priejls, it is a covenant 
of life and peace, it allures all believers of life and peace, everlaft- 
ing peace, everlafting life of all happinefs, both in this world, and 
in that to come. This covenant was made with the whole tribe 
of Levi, when they were diftinguifhed from the reft of the tribes, 
were not numbred with them, but were taken from among them, 
and appointed over the tabernacle of tejlimony, Numb. i. 49, 50. 
"by virtue of which appointment God faith, Numb. iii. 1 2. The Le- 
vites Jhall be mine. It was made with Aaron when he and his 
fons were taken to mini/ler unto the Lord in the priefls office, Exod. 
xxviii. 1. Aaron is therefore called the faint of the Lord, Pfal. 
cvi. 1 6. It was made with Phineas* and his family, a branch of 
Aaron's upon a particular occafion, Numb. xxv. 12, 1 3. And there 
the covenant of priefthood is called, as here, the covenant of peace, 
becaufe by it peace was made, and kept between God and Ifrael. 
Thefe great bleffings of life and peace contained in that covenant, 
God gave to him, to Levi, to Aaron, to Phinehas ; promifed life 
and peace to them and their pofterity, intrufted them with thefe 
benefits, for the ufe and behoof of God's Ifrael ; they received 
that they might give, as Chrift himfelf did, Pfal. Ixviii. 1 8. 

Now for the further opening of this covenant obferve, (1.) The 
confideration upon which it was grounded ; it was for the fear 
zuherewith he feared me, and was afraid before my name. The 
tribe of Levi gave a fignal proof of their holy fear of God, and 
their reverence for his name, when they appeared fo bravely againft 
the worfhippers of the golden calf, Exod. xxxii. 26. and for their 
zeal in that matter, God be/lowed this blejjing upon them, and invi- 
ted them to confecrate themfelves unto him. Phinehas alfo ftiew- 
ed himfelf zealous in the fear of God and his judgments, when to 
flay the plague, he Jlabbed Zimri and Cozbi, Pfal. cvi. 30, 31. 
Note, Thofe, and thofe only that fear God's name, can expe<3 the 
benefit of the covenant of life and peace ; and thofe who give proofs 
of their zeal for God, it fhall without fail be recompenfed to them, 
in the glorious privileges of the Chriftian priefthood. Some read 
this not as the confideration of the grant, but as the condition of 
it, I gave them to him, provided that he fhould fear before me. If 
God grant us life and peace, he experts we fhould fear before him. 

(2.) The truft that was lodged in the priefts, by this covenant, 
ver. 7. They were hereby made the meffengers of the Lord of ho/Is, 
meflengers of that covenant of life and peace ; not mediators of it, 
but only ?neffengers ; or embaJJadors y employed to treat of the terms 
of peace between God and Ifrael. He is God's mouth to his peo- 
ple, from whom they muft receive inftru£fcions, according to the 
lively oracles. This was the office to which Levi was advanced 
becaufe in his zeal for God, he did not acknowledge his brethren, 
?ior know his own children, therefore they Jhall teach Jacob God's 
judgments, Deut. xxxiii. 9, 10. Note, It is an honour to God's 
fervants, to be employed as his meffengers, and to be fent on his 
errands. Angels have their name from thence, Haggai was called 
the Lord's ?neffenger. This being their office, obferve (1 .) What is 
the duty of minifters, the priejls lips Jhould keep k?iowledge, not 
keep it from his people, but keep it for them: Minifters muft be 
men of knowledge, for how are they able to teach others the 
things of God, who are themfelves unacquainted with thofe things, r 
or unready in them ; they muft keep knowledge, muft furnifh them- 
felves with it, and retain what they have got, that they may be 
like the good houjljoldery that brings out of his treafury things new 



and old. Not only their heads* but their lips muft keep inow~ 
ledge; they muft not only have it, but they muft have it ready* 
muft have it at hand, muft have it (as we fay) at their tongues 
end, to be communicated to others, as there is occafion. Thus 
we read of wifdom in the lips of him that hath under/landing, witli 
which they feed many, Prov. x. 13, 21. (2.) What is the duty 
of people ; they Jhould feek the law at his mouth ; fhould confult the 
priefts as God's meffengers, and not only hear the meflage, but 
ask queftions upon it, that they may the better underftand it, and 
miftakes concerning it may be prevented and rectified. We are 
all concerned fully to know what the will of the Lord is, to know 
it diftin&ly, and certainly fhould be delirous to know it, and 
therefore inquifitive concerning it ; Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do f muft not only confult the written word, to the law and 
to the tejlimony, but muft have recourfe to God's meflengers, and 
defire inftrudtion and advice from them, in the affairs of our fouls, 
as we do from phyftcians and lawyers, concerning our bodies and 
eftates. Not but that minifters ought to lay down the law of 
God, to thofe who do not enquire concerning it, or defire the 
knowledge of it, they muft injlruft them that oppofe themfelves, 
2 Tim. ii. 25. as well as thofe that offer themfelves $ but it is peo- 
ples duty to apply themfelves to them for inftrudlion, not only to 
hear, but to ask quejlions ; watchman, what of the night P Thus if 
ye will enquire, enquire ye, fee If a. xxi. S, 11, 12. People fhould 
not only feek comfort at the mouth of their minifters, but feek the 
law there, for if we be found in the way of duty, we fhall find 
it the way of comfort. 

2. Here is a memorial of the fidelity and zeal of many of their prede- 
ceffbrs in the priefts office, which is mentioned as an aggravation 
of their fin, in degenerating from fuch honourable anceftors, and 
deferting fuch illuftrious examples; and as a juftification of God, 
in withdrawing from them thofe tokens of his prefence, which he 
had granted to them that kept clofe to him. See here, ver. 6. how 
good the godly prieft was, whofe fteps they fhould have trod in, 
and what good he did, God's grace working with him. ( 1.) See 
how good he was. He was ready and mighty in the fcriptures, 
the law of truth was in his mouth, for the ufe of thofe that asked 
the law at his mouth *, and in all his difcourfes there appeared more 
or lefs of the law of truth; every thing he faid was under the go- 
vernment of that law, and with it he governed others ; he fpake 
as one having authority, every word was a law, and as one that 
had both wifdom and integrity, it was a law of truth ; and truth is 
a law, it has a commanding power ; it is by truth that Chrift rules. 
The law of truth was in his mouth, for his refolutions of cafes of 
confeience propofed to him, were fuch as might be depended up- 
on ; his opinion was good law ; iniquity was not found in his lips j 
he did not handle the word of God deceitfully to pleafe men, to fervc 
a turn, or make an intereft for himfelf, but told all that confult- 
ed him what the law was, whether it were plealing or dif- 
pleafing ? He did not pronounce that unclean which was clean, 
nor that clean which was unclean, as one of the rabbins expounds 
it. And his converfation was of a piece with his doftrine, God 
himfelf gives him this honourable teftimony, he walked with ?ne 
in peace and equity ; he did not think it enough to talk of God, but 
he walked with him ; the temper of his mind, and the tenor of 
his life, was of a piece with his dodlrine and profeffion, he lived a 
life of communion with God, and made it his conftant care and 
bufinefs to pleafe him 5 he lived like a priefl, that was chofen to 
walk before God, 1 Sam. ii. 30. His converfation was quiet, he was 
meek and gentle towards all men, was a pattern and promoter of 
love, he walked with God in peace, was himfelf peaceable, and a 
great peace-maker ; and it was honejl, he did no wrong to any 3 
but made confeience of rendering to all their due; he walked with 
me in equity, or re£titude: We muft not, for peace fake, tranfgrefs 
the rules of equity, but muft keep the peace as far as is confiftent 
with juftice; the wifdom from above is firft pure, then peaceable', 
Minifters of all men are concerned to zvalk with God in peace and 
equity, that they may he examples to the flock. (2.) See what good 
he did ; he anfwered the ends of his advancement to that office, 
he did turn many away from iniquity, he made it his bufinefs to do 
good, and God crowned his endeavours with wonderful fuccefs ; 
he helped to fave many a foul from death, and there are multitudes 
now in heaven blelling God that ever they knew hirn. Minifters 
muft lay out themfelves to the utmoft, for the converfion of fin- 
ners, and even among thofe that have the name of Ifraelites, 
there is need of converfion work, there are many to be turned 

from iniquity ; and they muft reckon it an honour, and a rich re- 
ward of their labour, if they may but be inftrumental herein; 
it is God only that by his grace can turn men from iniquity, and 
yet it is here faid of a pious laborious minifter, that he turned men 

from iniquity, as a worker together with God, and an inftrument 

in his hand ; and they that turn many to righteoufnefs, fhall Jhine as 
the Jlars ; Dan. xli. 3. Note, Thofe minifters, and .thofe only, 
are like to turn men fro?n iniquity, that preach found doctrine, and 
live good lives, and both according to the fcripture ; for as one of 
the rabbins obferves here, when the priefl is ttpright, many will be 
upright. 

3. Here is a high charge drawn up agabjl the priejls of the pre- 
fent age, who violated the covenant of the priefthood, and went 
direftly contrary both to the rules, and to the examples that were 

fet before them. Many particulars of their fins we had in the 
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chapters before, and we find Neh. xiii. that there were many 
corruptions crept into the church of the Jews at this time* mixt 
marriages, admitting flrangers into the houfe of God, profana- 
tion of the fabbatlvday, which were all owing to the carelefT- 
nefsand unfaithfulness of the priefts; here it is charged upon them 
in general, (i.) That they tranlgrelled the rule ye are departed 
cut of the way," ver. 8. out of the good way which God hath pre- 
scribed to you, and which your godly anceftors walked before you 
in. It is ill with a people, when thofe, whofe office is to guide 
them in the way, do themfelves depart out of it. Te have not 
kept my ways, not kept in them yourfelves, nor done your part, 
to keep others in them, ver. 9. (2.) That they betrayed their 
truft ; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi; have violated it, have 
contradicted the great intentions of it, and have done what in you 
lay to fruftrate and defeat them, you have managed your office, 
as if it were defigned only to feed you fat, and make you great, 
and not for the glory of God, and the good of the fouls of men ; 
this was a corrupting of the covenant of Levi, it was perverting the 
ends of the office, and making it truckle to thofe fenfual fecular 
things, over which it ought always to have dominion. And thus 
they forfeited the benefit of that covenant, and corrupted it to 
themfelves, they made it void, and loft that life and peace, which 
was by it fettled upon them. We have no reafon to expert God 
fliould perform his part of the covenant, if we do not make con- 
science of performing ours. Another inftance of their betraying 
their truft was, that they were partial in the law, ver. 9 In the 
law given to them, they would pick and chufe their duty, this 
they would do, and that they would not do, juft as they pleafed, 
•which is the fafhion of hypocrites, while thofe whofe hearts are 
upright with God, have a refpecl to all his commandrnenis . Or 
rather in the law they were to lay down to the people ; in this 
they knew faces, fo the word is, they accepted perfons, they wil- 
fully mifinterpreted and mifapplied the law, either to crofs thofe 
they had a fpleen to, or countenance thofe they had a kindnefs for ; 
would wink at thofe fins in fbme, which in others they would 
be fharp upon, according as their intereft or inclination led them. 
God is no refpecler of perfons in making his law, nor will he in 
reckoning for the breach of it, he regardeih not the rich more than 
the poor, and therefore his priefts, his minifters, mifreprefent him, 
and do him a great deal of diftionour, if in dodtrine or difcipline 
they be refpeclers of perfons. See 1 Tim. v. 21. (3.) That they 
did a great deal of mifchief to the fouls of men, which they 
fhould have helped to fave. Te have caufed ?nany to fumble at the 
law, not only to fall in the lata, as the margin reads it, by 
iranjgrejffing it, taught and encouraged to do fo by the examples of 
the priefts, but to Jlumble at the law, by contracting prejudices 
againft it ; as if the law were the minifter of fin, and gave coun- 
tenance to it. Thus Hophni -and Phinehas, by their wickednefs, 
made the facrifices of the Lord to be abhorred, 1 Sam. ii. 17. 
There are many to whom the law of God is a flumbling-block, 
the gofpel of Chrift a favour of death unto death, and Chrift him- 
felf a rock of offence, and nothing contributes more to this, than 
the vicious lives of thofe that make a profefiion of religion, by 
-which men are tempted to fay, it is all a jeft; this is properly a 
fcandal, a ftone of ftumbling ; there is no good reafon it fliould be 
fo to any, but vjq to thofe by whom this offence comes. (4.) That 
when they were under the rebukes both of the word and of the 
providence of God for it, they would not hear, that is, they 
would not heed, they would not lay it to heart ; they were not at 
all grieved or fhamed for their fin, nor affefted with the tokens 
of God's difpleafme they were under; what we hear doth us no 
good, unlefs we lay it to heart, and admit the impreflions of it. 
Te will not lay it to heart to give glory unto my name, by repen- 
tance and reformation. Therefore we fhould lay to heart the 
things of God; that we may give glory to the name of God, may 
y praife him in, and for, all rhat whereby he hath made himfelf 
Jcnown. It is bad in any to rob God of his honour, but worft 
in minifters, whofe office and bufinefs it is to bear up his name, 
and to give him the glory due to it. 

- 4. Here is a record of the judgments God had brought upon 
thefe priefts for their profanenefs, and their profanation of holy 
things. (1.) They had loft their comfort, ver. 2. / have already \ 
curfed your bleffmgs ; they had not the comfoi't of their work, which 
is the fatisfadiion of doing good ; for the bleffings with which they 
as priefts blefled the people, God was fo far from faying amen 
to, that he turned them into curfes, as he did Balaam's curfes 
into bleffings, that profane people fhould not have the favour of 
receiving God's bleffings, nor thofe profane pricjis the honour of 
conferring and conveying them, but both fhould lie under the 
tokens of his wrath ; nor had they the comfort of their tvages, for 
the bleffings with which; God blefled them were turned into a 
curfe to them by their abufe of them ; they could not receive 
them as the gifts of his favour when they had made themfelves fo 
obnoxious to his difpleafure ; by' not laying to heart the reproofs 
given them. (2.) They had loft their credit, ver. 9. Therefore 
have. 1 alfo made you contemptible and bafe before all the people ; 
While they glorified God he dignified them, and fupported their 
reputation, and a great intereft they had in the love and efteem 
of the people, while they did their duty, and walked with God in 
peace and equity, every one had a value and veneration for them, 
they were truly ftyled the reverend^ the priefls^ but when they for- 
NoV Ixxviii, • . - . . . * 



fook the ways of God, and corrupted the covenant of Levi, they 
thereby made themfelves notxmly mean hut vile, in the eyes .even 
of the common people, who the more they honoured the order, 
the more they' hated the men that were a diftionour to it. Their 
carriage, their mifcarriage, had a dire£t tendency to this, and God 
owns his hand in it, and will have it looked, upon as a juft judg- 
ment of his upon them, and not only produced by their fin but 
anjwering to it ; they put diftionour upon God and made his table 
and the fruit thereof contemptible, chap. i. 1 2. and therefore God 
juftly put diftionour upon them, and made them contemptible 5 
they expofed themfelves, and therefore God expofed them. 
Note, Sin as it is a reproach to any people, fb efpecially to 
priefts, there is not a more defpicable animal upon the face of the 
earth than a profane, wicked, fcandalous minifter. 

5. Here is a fentence of wrath paffed upon them, and this the pro- 
phet begins with, ver. 2, 3. * But it is conditional, if ye will not 
lay it to heart-, implying if you will, God's anger fhall be turned 
away, and all lhall be well ; but if you perftft in thefe wicked 
courfes hear your doom ; your fin will be your ruin. (1.) They 
fhall fall and lie under the curfe of God. / will fend a curfe upon 
you ; the wrath of God fhall be revealed againft them, according 
to the threatenings of the written word. Note, They who vio- 
late the commands of the law, lay themfelves under the curfes of 
the law. (2.) Neither their employments, nor their enjoyments 
as priefts fhall be clean to them. I will curfe your bleffings, fo 
that you fhall neither be blejjed your felves, nor bleffings to the 
people; but even your plenty fhall be a plague to you, and ye 
fhall be plagues to your generation. (3.) The fruits of the earth 
which they had the tithe of fhould be no comfort to them. Be* 
hold, I will corrupt your feed, the corn you fow fhall rot under 
ground, and never come up again ; the confequence of which 
mult needs be famine, and fcarcity of ■ provifions ; fo that no 
meat-offerings fhall be brought to the altar, which the priefts will 
foon have a lofs of. Or, it may be underftood of the feed of the 
word, which they preached ; God threatens to deny his bleffing, 
with the inftru£tions they gave the people, fo that their labour fhall 
be loft, as that of the husbandman is, when the feed is corrupt ; and 
fo it agrees with that threatening, Jer. xxiii. 32. They Jball not 
profit this people at all. (4.) They, and their fervices fhall be re- 
jected of God, he will be fo far from taking any pleafure in them, 
that he will lothe and deteft them, / will fpread dung in your 
faces, even the dung of your folemnfeafls, u e. of the facrifices that 
were offered at thofe feafts, inftead of being himfelf pleafed with 
the fat of their facrifices, he will fhew himfelf difpleafed by throw- 
ing the dung of them in their faces, which *he doth in effe£i when 
he faith, bring no more vain oblations, your incenfe • is an abomina- 
tion to me. Note, Thofe that reft in their external performances 
of religion, which they fhould count but dung, that they may zvin 
Chrifil, fhall not only come fhort of acceptance with God in them, 
but fhall be filled with fhame and confufion for their folly. (5.) 
All will end at laft in their utter ruin, o?ie /hall take you away 
with it, they fhall be fo overfpread with the dung of their facri- 
fices, that they fhall be carried azuay with it to the dunghiJ, as 
a part of it. Any one fhall ferve to take you away, the common 
fcavenger ; reprobate filver Jhall men call them, and treat them 
accordingly, becaufe the Lord has rejecled them. 



10. Have we not all one father? hath not one 
God created us ? why do we deal treacheroufly every 
man againft his brother, by profaning the covenant 
of our fathers? 11. ^ Judah hath dealt treache- 
roufly, and an abomination is committed in Ifrael and 
in Jerufalem : for Judah hach profaned the holinefs 
of the L O R D which he loved, and hath married 
the daughter of a ftrange god. 12. The LORD 
will cut off the man thac doth this: the mafter and 
the fcholar out of the tabernacles of Jacob, and him 
that offereth an offering unto the L O R D of hofls. 
13. And this have ye done again, covering the akar 
of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with 
crying out, infomuch that he regardeth not the offer- 
ing any more, or receiveth it with good will at 
your hand. 14. fl" Yec ye fay, Wherefore ? Becaufe 
the LORD hath been witnefs between thee and 
the wife of thy youth, againft whom thou haft dealc : 
treacheroufly : yen is fhe thy companion, and the wife 
of thy covenant. 15. And did not he make one? yec 
had he the refidue of the fpiric : and wherefore one ? 
that he might feek a godly feed: therefore take heed 
to your fpirit, and let none deal treacheroufly againft 
the wife of his youth. 16. For the LORD the 
God of Ifrael faith, that he hateth putting away : for 
one covereth violence with his garment, faith the 
LORD of hofts: therefore take heed, to your fpirit* 
that you deal not treacheroufly. 17. % Ye have wea- 
ried the LORD with your words: yet ye fay a 
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"Wherein have we wearied him ? When ye fay, Every 
one that doth evil, is good in the fight of the 
LORD, and he delighceth in them ; or, where is 



the God of judgment? 



Corrupt pra&ices are the genuine fruit and produfl of corrupt 
principles ; and the badnefs of mens hearts and lives is owing to 
fome loofe atheiftical notions which they have got, and govern 
themfelves by. Now in thefe verfes we have an inftance of this ; 
we here find men dealing falfly with one another, and it is be- 
caufe- they think falfly of their God. Obferve, 

1. How corrupt their practices were ; in general they dealt trea- 
cheroufly every ?nan againfl his brother, ver. i o. It cannot be ex- 
petted, he that is falfe to his God fhould be true to his friend ; 
they that deal treacheroufly with God and his tithes and offerings, 
and had defrauded him, and thus confcience was debauched, its 
bonds and cords broken, and a door opened to all manner of m- 
juftice and di/honefty, and the bonds of relation, and natural af- 
fection are broken thro' likewife, and no difficulty made of it. 
Some think the treacherous dealings here reproved are the fame 
with thofe inftances of oppreffion and extortion which we find 
complained of to Nehemiah about this time, Neh. v. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 
Therein they forgot the God of their fathers, and the cove- 
nant of their fathers, and rendered their offerings unacceptable, 
Ifa. i. 11. But it feems rather to refer to what was amifs 

in their msrriao-pC- whJrh wac lite wife romnlatned of% Neh. 



xni. 23. 

Two things they are here charged with as very provoking 
to God in this matter ; taking ftrange wives of heathen nations, 
and abufing and putting away the wives they had of their own 
nation, and in both thefe they dealt treacheroufly >, and violated a 
facred covenant ; the former was in contempt of the covenant of 
peculiarity, the iatter of the marriage-covenant. 

(1.) In contempt of the covenant God made with Ifrael, as a 
peculiar people to himfelf, they married firange wives, which was 
exprefsly prohibited, and provided againft in that covenant, Deut. 
yii. 3. Obferve here, 

1. What good reafon they had to deal faithfully with God and 
one another in this covenant, and not to make marriages with 
the heathen. (1.) They were exprefsly bound out from fuch mar- 
riages by covenant} God engaged to do them good upon this con- 
dition, that they fhould not mingle themfelves with the heathen 5 
this was the covenant of their fathers, the covenant made with 
their fathers, noting the antiquity and the authority of it : and its 
being the great charter by which that nation was incorporated, 
they lay under all poilible obligations to obferve it ftridlly, and 
yet they profaned it, as if they were not bound by it. They 
profane the covenant of their fathers, who live in difobedience to 
the command of the God of their fathers. (2.) They were a 
peculiar people, united in one body, and therefore ought to have 
united for the preferving of the honour of their peculiarity. Have 
we not all one Father ? Yes, we have, for has not one God cre- 
ated us ? Are we not all his offspring ? And are we not made of 
one blood ? yes, certainly we are ; God is a common father to 
all mankind, and upon that account all we are brethren, mem- 
bers one of another, and therefore ought to put azvay lying, Epru 
iv. 25. and not to deal treacheroufly, no not any man againfi his 
brother. But here it feems to refer to the Jewifh nation ; have 
we not all one father, Abraham, or Jacob ? This they prided 
themfelves in, iVe have Abraham to our father, but here it is turn- 
ed upon them as an aggravation of their fin in betraying the ho- 
nour of their nation, by marrying 'with heathens ; hath not one 
God created us ? u e. formed us into a people, made us a nation 
by ourfelves, and put a life into us, diftinft from that of other 
nations ? And fhould not this oblige us to maintain the dignity of 
our charafter ? Note, The confideration of the unity of the 
church in Chrift, its founder and father, fhould engage us care- 
fully to preferve the purity of the church, and to guard againft 
all corruptions. (3.) They were dedicated to God, as well as di- 
jtingui/hed from the neighbour nations. Ifrael was holinefs to the 
Lord, Jer. ii. 3. taken into covenant with him, fet apart by 
him, for himfelf, to be to him for a name, and a praife, and up- 
on this account he loved them, and delighted in them; the fanffcu- 
ary fet up among them, was the holinefs of the Lord, which he 
loved, of which he faid, it is my refl for ever, here will I dwell, 
for I have defired it; but by their marrying ftrange wives, they 
profaned this holinefs, and laid the honour of it in the duft. Note, 
Thofe that are devoted to God, and beloved of him, are concern- 
ed to preferve their integriry, that they may not throw them- 
felves out of his love, nor lofe the honour, or defeat the end of 
their dedication to him. 
. 2. How treacheroufly they dealt notwithftanding. They pro- 
faned themfelves, in that very thing which was prefcribed to them 
for the preferving of the honour of their Angularity. Judah has 
married the daughter of a firange god. The harm was not fo 
inuch, that fhe was the daughter of a firange nation, God has 
made all 'nations offmen^ and is himfelf King of nations, but that 
fhe is the daughter of a firange god, trained up in the fervice and 
worfhip of falfe gods ; and at their difpofe, as a daughter at her 

Father's difpofe, and having a dependence upon them ; hence fome 



of the Rabbins (quoted by Dr Ppcock) fay, He that marries an 
heathen woman is, as if he made himfelf fon-in-Iaw to an idol. It 
began the corruption of the old world, that the fans of God mar* 
ried the daughters of men, Gen. vi. 2. It is the fame thing that 
is here complained of, biitas it is exprefled, it founds worfe, the 
fans of God married the daughters of a firange god. Herein Ju- 
dah is faid to have dealt treacheroufly, for they bafely betrayed 
their own honour, and profaned that holinefs of the Lord 9 which 
they Jhould have loved ; fo fome read " it ; and it is faid to be an 
abomination committed in Ifrael, and in yerufalem, it was hateful 
to God, and very unbecoming thole that were called by his name. 
Note, It is an abominable thing for thofe that profefs the holi- 
nefs of the Lord, to profane it, particularly by yoking them- 
felves unequally with unbelievers. 

3. How feverely God would reckon with them for it, ver. iv m 
The Lord will cut off the man that doth this ; that marries the 
daughter of a ftrange god ; he has in effe£i cut himfelf off 
from the holy nation, and joined in with foreigners, and aliens 
to the cotnmon-wealtb of Ifrael, and fo fhall his doom be, God will 
cut him off ; him and all that belong to him, fo the original inti- 
mates. He fhall be cut off from Ifrael and from Jerufalem, and 
not be written a?nong the living there. The Lord will cut off 
both the ?nafler and the fcholar, that is guilty of this fin ; both the 
teachers and the taught, the blind leaders and the blind follow- 
ers fhall fall together into the ditch; both him that wakeneth 9 
and him that anfwereth, fo it is in the margin, for the matter 
calls ,*jp his fcholar to his bufinefs, and ftirs him up in it ; they 
fhall be. cut off together, out of the tabernacles of Jacob, God will 
no more own them as belonging to his nation ; nay, and the 
prieft that offereth an offering to the Lord, if he marry a ftrange 
wife, (as we find many of the priefts did, Ezra x. 18.) he fhall 
not efcape ; the offering he offers fhall not atone for him, but he 
fhall be cut off from the temple of the Lord, as others from the 
tabernacles of Jacob. Nehemiah chafed away from him 9 and 
from the priefthood, one of the fons of the high-prieft, whom he 
found guilty -of this fin, Neh. xiii. 28. 

(2.) In contempt of the marriage-covenant, which ,God infti- 
tuted for the common benefit of mankind, they abufed and put 
away the wives they had of their own nation, probably to make 
room for thofe ftrange wives, when it was all the fafhion to mar- 
ry fuch, ver. 13. This alfo have ye done, this is the fecond arti- 
cle of the charge, for the way of fin is down-hill, and one viola- 
tion of the covenant is an inlet to another. 

1. Let us fee what it is that is here complained of; they did 
not carry it as they ought to do towards their wives. (1.) They 
were crofs with them, froward and peevifli, and made their lives 
bitter to them ; fo that when they came with their wives and 
families to worfhip God, at the folemn feafts, which they fhould 
have done with rejoicing, they were all out of humour, the poor 
wives were ready to break their hearts, and not daring to make 
their cafe known to any other, they complained to God, and 
covered the altar of the Lord zuith tears, with weeping, and with 
cry'mg. This is illuftrated by the inftance of Hannah, who upon 
the account of her husband's having another wife (though other- 
wife a kind husband) and the difcontent thence arifing, whenever 
they went up to the houfe of the Lord to worfhip, fretted and 
wept, and was in bitter?iefs of foul, and would not eat, 1 Sam. i. 
6, 7, 10. So it was with thefe wives here; this was fo contrary 
to the chearfulnefs which God requires in his ^worfhippers, that it 
fpoiled the acceptablenefs of their devotions; God regardeth not 
their offering any ?nore\ fee here what a good matter we ferve, who 
will not have his altar covered with tears, but compafled with 
fongs ; which condemns thofe that left his worfhip for that of 
idols, among the rites of which, we find women weeping for Tarn- 
muz, Ezek. viii. 14. and the blood of the worfhippers gujhing out 
upon the altar, 1 Kings xviii. 28. See alfo what an ill thing it 
is to put others out of frame, for the chearful worfhip of God* 
though it is their fault by their fretfulnefs, to indifpofe them- 
felves for their duty, yet it is much more their fault, that provo- 
ked them to make them to fret. It is a reafon given, why yoke- 
fellows fhould live in holy love and joy ; that their prayers may 
not be hindered, 1 Pet. iii. 7. (2.) They dealt treacheroufly with 
them, ver. 14, 15, 16. They did not perform their promifes to 
them, but defrauded them of their maintenance or dower, or 
took in concubines, to fhare in the affeftion that was due to 
their wives only. (3.) They put them away, gave them a bill 
of divorce, and turned them off, nay, perhaps they did it with- 
out the ceremony that the law of Mofes prefcribed, ver. 16. 
(4.) In all this they covered violence with their garment; they abu- 
fed their wives, and were vexatious to them, and yet in the fight 
of others they pretended to be loving to them, and tender of 
them, and to caft a skirt over them. It is common for thofe 
that do. violence, to advance fome fpecious pretence or other, 
wherewith to cover it, as with a garment. 

2. Let us fee the proof and aggravations of the charge. (1.) 
It is fufiiciently proved by the teftimony of God himfelf; the 
Lord has been witnefs between thee, and the wife of thy youth 9 
ver. 14. has been witnefs to the marriage-covenant between thee 
and her, for to him you appealed concerning your fincerity in it* 
and fidelity to it ; he has been a witnefs to. all the violations of it, 
and all thy treacherous dealings in contempt of it, and is ready 
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to judge between thee and her. Note, This fhould engage us to 
be faithful both to God, and to all with whom we have to do, 
that God himfelf is a witnefs, both to all our covenants, and to 
all our covenant-breaches ; and he is a witnefs againft whom there 
lies no exception. (2.) It is highly aggravated, by the confide- 
ration of the per fon wronged and abufed. (1.) She is thy wife; 
thy own, bone of thy bone, and flefh of thy flefh ; the neareft 
to thee of all the relations thou haft in the world, and to cleave 
to whom, thou inuft quit the reft. (2.) She is the wife of thy 
youth, i. e. who had thy affections when they were at the ftrong- 
efl, was thy firft choice, and with whom thou haft lived long. 
Let not the darling of thy youth, be the fcorn and loathing of 

(3.) She is thy companion, file has long been an equal 
lharer with thee in thy cares, and griefs, and joys. The wife is 
to be looked upon, not as a fervant, but as a companion to the 
husband, with whom he fhould freely converfe, and take fweet 
ceunfel, as with a friend, and in whofe company he fhould take 
delight, more than in any others, for is Jhe not appointed to be 
thy companion ? (4.) She is the wife of thy covenant, to whom 
thou art fo firmly bound, that while fhe continues faithful, 
thou canft not be loofed from her, for it was a covenant for life. 
It is the wife with whom thou haft covenanted, and who has co- 
venanted with thee ; there is an oath of God between you, which 
is not to be trifled with, is not to be played faft and loofe with. 
Married people Ihould oft call to mind their marriage-vows, and 
review them with all ferioufhefs, as thofe that make conference 
of performing what they promifed. 

3. Let us fee the reafons given, why man and wife fhould con- 
tinue together to their lives end, in holy love and peace, and nei- 
ther quarrel with each other, nor part from each other, (i.) 
Becaufe God has joined them together. Ver. 15. Did not he make 
me? one Eve for one Adam, that Adam might never take ano- 
ther to her to vex her, Lev. xviii. 18. nor put her away to make 
room for another ; it is great wickednefs to complain of the law of 
marriage as a confinement, when Adam in innocency, in honour, 
in Eden, in the garden of pleafure, was confined to one. Yet God 
had the refidue of the fpirii, he could have made another Eve, as 
amiable as that he did make, but defigning Adam a help?neet for 
hi?n, he made him one wife ; had he made him more, he had not 
had a meet help. And wherefore did he make but one woman for 
one man ? It was that he might feck a godly feed, a feed of God, 
fo the word is, a feed that fhould bear the image of God, be em- 
ployed in the fervice of God, and be devoted to his glory and 
honour; that every man having his own wife, and but one accord- 
ing to the law, 1 Cor. vii. 2. they might live in chaft and holy 
love, under the directions and reftraints of the divine law, and 
not as brute beafts under the dominion of luft, and thus might 
propagate the nature of man in fuch a way, as might make it 
moft likely to participate of a divine nature ; that the children be- 
ing born in holy matrimony, which is an ordinance of God, and 
by which the inclinations of nature are kept under the regulations 
of God's command, might thus-be made a feed to ferve him, and 
be bred, as they are horn, under his diredtion, and dominion. 
Note, The railing up of a godly feed, which fhall be accounted to 
the Lord for a generation, is one great end of the inftitution of mar- 
riage, but that is a good reafon why the ?narri age-bed fhould be 
kept undefiled, and the marriage-bond inviolable. Husbands and 
wives muft therefore Jive in the fear of God, that their feed may 
be a godly feed ; elfe were they unclean, but now are they holy, as 
children of the covenant, the marriage-covenant, which was a type 
of the covenant of grace, and the conjugal union, when thus r pre- 
ferved, entire of the myftical union between Chrift and his 
church, in which he feeks and fecures to himfelf a godly feed, fee 
Eph. v. 25, 32. (2.) Becaufe he is much difpleafed with thofe 
who go about to put afunder what he has joined together, ver. 1 6. 
The God of Ifrael faith, he hateth putting away. He had indeed 
permitted it to the Jews, for the hardnefs of their hearts, or rather 
limited and clogged it, Mat. xix. 8. but he hated it, efpecially 
as they practifed it, who put away their wives for every caufe, 
Mat. xix. 3. Let thofe wives that elope from their husbands, and 
put themfelves away, thofe husbands that are cruel to their wives, 
and turn them away, or take their affeilions off their wives, and 
place them upon others, yea and thofe husbands and wives that 
live afunder by confent, for want of love to each other, let fuch 
as thefe know that the God of Ifrael hates fuch praftices, how- 
ver vain men may make a jeji of them. 

Let us fee the caution inferred from all this. 
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We have it 



twice, ver. 1 5. Therefore take heed to your fpirit, a*ad let none deal 
treacheroufly againfl the zvife of his youth, and again, ver. 16. 
Note, They that would be kept from fin, muft take heed to their 
fpirits, for there all fin begins ', they muft keep their hearts with 
all diligence muft keep a jealous eye upon them, and a ftridl 
hand, and muft watch againft the firft rifings of fin there. We 
fhall a£? as we are fpirited, and therefore that we may regulate our 
actions, we muft confider what manner of fpirit we are of-, we 
muft take heed to our fpirits, with reference to our particular rela- 
tions, and fee that we ftand rightly affeited to them, and be of 
a good temper, for otherwife we fhall be in danger of dealing 
treacheroufly. If our own hearts deal treacheroufly with us, whom 
will they not deal treacheroufly with i . . 



2. Obferve how corrupt their principles were, to Which was 
owing all thefe corrupt pra&icea. Let us run up the ftreams to 
the fountain. Ver. 17. Ye have wearied the Lord with your words 5 
they thought to evade the convi&ions of the word, and to juftify 
themfelves by cavilling with God's proceedings, but their defence 
was their offence, and their vindication of themfelves, was the 
aggravation of their crime ; they affronted the Lord with their 
words, and repeated them fo often, and perfifted fo long in their 
contradictions, that they even wearied him ; fee Ifa. vii. 13. they 
made him weary of doing them good as he had done, and flopped 
the current of his favours 3 or, they reprefented him as weary of 
governing the world, and willing to quit it, and lay afide the care 
of it. Note, It is a wearifome thing, even to God himfelf, to hear 
people infift upon their own juftification, in their corrupt and 
wicked pradtices, and to plead their atheiftical principles in vin- 
dication of them. But as if God by his prophet had done them 
wrong, fee how impudently they ask, IVlierein have we wearied 
him ? What are thofe vexatious words whereby we have wearied 
him ? Note, Sinful words- are more offenfive to the God of Hea- 
ven, than they are commonly thought to be. But God has his 
proofs ready ; two things they had faid, at leaft in their hearts, 
(and thoughts are words to God) with which they had wearied 
him. (1.) They had denied him to be a holy God, and. had afiert- 
ed that concerning him, which is dire<5ily contrary to the dodirine 
of his holinefe ; as he is a holy God he hates fin, is of purer eyes 
than to behold it, and cannot endure to look upon it, Hab. 1. 15. 
He is not a God that hath pleafure in wickednefs, Pfal. v. 4. and 
yet thev had the impudence to fay, in dire£l contradiction to this, 
Every one that doth evil is good in the fight of the Lord, and he de- 
Ughteth in thern. This wicked inference they drew without any 

the profperity of finners in their fi-nful courfes, fee 
as if God's love or hatred were to be known by 
before us, and thefe muft be concluded good in the 
Lord, that are rich in the world. Or, this 



reaibn, from 
chap. iii. 15. 

that which is 



fight of the 

they fay, becaufe they wifhed it might be fo, they were refolved 
to do evil, and yet to think themfelves good in the fight of the 
Lord, and to believe that he delighted in the?n notwith- 
standing; and therefore, under pretence of making God not fo 
fevere as he was commonly reprefented, they faid as they would 
have it, and thought he was altogether fuch a one as themfelves-. 
Note, Thofe who think God a friend to fin, affront him, and 
deceive themfelves. (2.) They had denied him to be the righte- 
ous governor of the world. If he did not delight in fin and finners, 
yet it would ferve their turn to believe, that he would never pu- 
nifh it or them. They faid, Where is the God of judgment ? That 
God that we have been fo often told would call us to an account* 
and reckon with us for what we have faid and done, where is 
he ? He hath forfaken the earth, and takes no notice of what is 
faid and done there; he hath faid he will come to judgment, but 
where is the promife of his coming ? We may do what we pleafe, 
he fees us not, nor will regard us 5 it is fuch a challenge to the 
Judge of the whole earth, as bids defiance to his juftice, and, in 
effeft, dares him to do his worfi. Such fcoffers as thefe there were 
in the latter days of the Jewifh church, and fuch there fhall be 
in the latter days of the Chriftian church ; but their unbelief fhall 
not make the promife of God of none effect ; for the day of the 
Lord will come; behold, the Judge ftandeth before the door 5 the 
God of judgment is at hand. 



chap. nr. 



In this chapter we have, ( l) A promife of the coming of the Mejfiah* 
and of his fore-runner, and the errand he comes upon is here parti* 
cularly defcribed, both the comfort which his coming brings to his 
church and people, and the terror it will bring to the wicked, ver. 
1 — 6. (2.) A reproof of the Jews, for their corrupting of God's- 
ordinances, and facrilegious robbing him of his dues; with a 
charge to them to amend this matter, and a promife that if they 
did, God would return in mercy to them, ver. 7 — 12. (3.) A 
defcription of the wickednefs of the wicked that fpeak againfl God 9 
ver. 1 3 — 1 5. And of the right eoufnefs of the righteous that fpeak 
for him, with the precious promifes made to them, ver. 16 — 18* 
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the way before me : and the Lord 
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ye ieeK, fhall fuddenly come to his temple : 
even the meflenger of the covenant, whom ye delight 
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mer years. 5. 
judgment, and I will 



the offering of Judah and Jerufalem be pleafant unto 
the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in for- 

And I will come near to you to 

be a fwift witnefs againft the 
fprcerers, and againft the adulterers, and againft falfe 
fwearers, and againft thofe that opprefs the hireling 
in his wages, the widow and the fatherlefs, and that 
turn afide the ftranger from his rights and fear not 
me, faith the LORD of hofts. 6. For I am the 
LORD, I change not : therefore ye fons of Jacob 
are not confumed. 



The firft words of this chapter feem a dire£l anfwer to the 
profane, atheiftical demand of the fcoffers of thofe days which 
doled the foregoing chapter, where is the God of judgment f To 
which it is readily an f we red, here he is 3 he is juft at the door ; 
the long expected Mefliah is ready to appear ; and he faith, for 
judgment am I come into this world 5 for that judgment which you 
fo impudently bid defiance to. One of the rabbins faith, the 
meaning of this is, That God will raife up a righteous king, to 
fet things in order, even the king Mejfiah. And the beginning of 
the gofpel of Chrift, is exprefsly faid to be the accomplifhment of 
this promife, with which the Old Teftament concludes, Mark. i. 
1, 2. So that by this the two teftaments are, as it were, tacked 
together, and made to anfwer one another. Now here we have, 

1. A prophecy of the appearing of his fore-runner John the 
Baptift, which the prophet Ifaiah had foretold, chap. xl. 3. as the 
preparing of the zvay of the Lord, to which this here feems to have 
a reference, for the words of the latter prophets confirmed thofe 



of the former. 



"ehold, 



or / 



do fend 
he will 



a care- 
is God's 
is, the 



/ will fend ?ny ?nejjinger 
him, or / am folding him, I am determined to fend him, 
now fhortly come, and will not come unfent, though to 
lefs generation he comes unfent for. Obferve (1.) He 
7nejfenger ; that is his office; he is Malachi, fo the word 
fame with the name of this prophet ; he is my angel, my cmhaf- 
fador ; John Baptift had his commiffion from heaven, and not of 
7XC72 : All held John Baptift for a prophet, for he was God's mef- 
fenger, as the prophets were, and came on the fame errand to 
the world that they were fent upon, to call men to repentance 
and reformation. (2.) He is Chrift' s harbinger. He fhall pre- 
pare the way before me by calling men to thofe duties, which 
qualify them to receive the comforts of the Meffiah and his com- 
ing ; and by taking them off from a confidence, in their relation 
to Abraham as their father, which they thought would ferve their 
turn without a faviour ; and by giving notice that the Meffiah was 
now at hand, and fo raifing mens expectations of him, and 
making them readily to go into the meafures he would take for the 
fetting up of his kingdom in the world. Note, God obferves a 
method in his work, and before he comes takes care to have his 
way prepared. This is like the giving of a fign ; the church was 
told long before that the Meffiah would come ; and here it is 
added, that by the fame token, a little before he appears there 
fhall be a fignal given ; a great prophet (hall arife that mall give 
notice of his approach, and call to the everlafting gates and doors 
to lift up their heads, and give him admiffion. The accom- 
plifhment- of this is a proof that Jefus is the Chrijl ; is he that 
Jhould come, and we are to look for no other \ for there was fuch a 
mefienger fent before him, who made ready 
the Lord, Luke i. 17. The Jewifh writers 

grofs abfurdities, to evade the convidlion of this evidence; fome 
of them fay, this mefienger is the angel of death, who fhall take 
the wicked out of this life, to be fent into hell-torments ; others 
of them fay, it is Meffiah the fon of Jofeph, who fhall appear be- 
fore Meffiah the fon of David ; others this prophet himfelf; others 
an angel from heaven ; fuch miftakes do they run into, that will 
not receive the truth* 

himfelf. The 
even the God 
and you wot 
called he 



a people prepared for 
run themfelves into 



2. A prophecy of the appearing of the Meffiah 
Lord whom ye fcek fijail fuddenly come to his temple, 
of judgment, who, ye think, has forfaken the earth, 

not what is become of him. 
thai Jhould come, 
he will c 0772c 



The Meffiah has been long 



and you may allure yourfelves that now fhortly 
(l.) He is the Lord. 



Adonai, the bafis and founda- 



on which the world is founded and fattened ; the 



ruler and 
that hath 



is to reign 
(2.) He is the mefi 
covenant, that bleffcd 
a peace, and fettle a 



tion, 

governour of all that one Lord over all, Acts x. 36. 
all power committed to him, Mat. xxviii. 18. and 
over the houfe of fa cob for ever, Luke i. 33. 
fenger of the covena7it ; or, the angel of the 
one that was fe7it from heaven to negotiate 

correfpondence between God and man. He is the angel, the 
archangel, the Lord of the angels, who received commiffion from 
the Father to bring man home to God by a covenant of grace, 
who had revolted from him by the violation of the covenant of 
innocency, Chrift is the angel of this covenant, by whofe media- 
tion it is brought about and eftablifhed, as God's covenant with 
Ifrael was made by the difpofttion of angels, Acts vii. 54.. Gal. iii. 



yet be condefcended to be the ttzejfenger of it ; that we might have 
full afiurance of God's .good -will' towards man upon his word. 
(3.) He it is whom ye feek, whom ye delight in $ whom the pious 
Jews expect and defire, and whofe coming they think of with a 
great deal of pleafure- In looking and waiting for him, they 
looked for redemption in Jerufalem, and waited for the conflation 
of Ifrael, Luke ii. 25:, 38. Chrift was to be the defire of all na- 
tions, defirable ta all, Hag. ii. 7. But he was the defire of the 
Jewifh nation actually, becaufe they had the promife of his com- 
ing made to them. Note, Thofe that feek Jefus fhall find plea- 
fire in him : If he be our heart's defire, he will be our heart's de- 
light \ and we have rea fon to delight in him who is the meffenger 
of the covenant, and to bid him welcome who came to us on fo 
kind an errand. (4.), He fhall fuddenly come ; his coming draws 
nigh, and we fee it not at fo great a diftance as the patriarchs 
faw it at ; or, he fhall come immediately after the appearing of 
John Baptift ; fhall even tread on the heels of his forerunner $ 
when that morning-far appears, believe that the fun of right eoufi 
nefs is not far off. Or, he fhall come fuddenly, i. e. he fhall 
come when by many he is not looked for ; as his fecond coming 
will be, fo his firft coming was, at midnight, when fome had 
done looking for him, for Jhall he find faith on the. earth ? Luke 
xviii. 8. The Jews reckon the Meffiah among the things that 
come unawares ; fb Dr Pocock. And the coming of the Son of 
man, in his day, is faid to be as the lightning, which is very fur- 
prifing, Luke xvii. 24. (5.) He fhall come to his temple, this 
temple at Jerufalem which was lately built, that latter houfe 
which he was to be the glory of. It is his temple, for.it is his Fa- 
ther's houfe, John ii. 16. Chrift at forty days old, was prefented 
in the temple, and thither Simeon went by the Spirit, according to 
the direction of this prophecy to fee him, Luke ii. 27. At twelve 
years old he was in the temple about his Father's bufinefs, Luke ii. 
49. When he rode in triumph into Jerufalem, it fhould feem, 
he went directly to the temple, Mat. xxi. 12. and ver. 14. thi- 
ther the blind and the lame came to him to be healed $ there he 
often preached, and often difputed, and often wrought miracles. 
By this it appears, that the Meffiah was to come while that 
temple was ftanding, that therefore being long fince deftroyed, we 
muft conclude that he is come, and we are to look for no other. 
Note, Thofe that would be acquainted with Chrift. and obtain 
his favour, muft meet him in his temple, for there he records' 
his 7iame, and there he will blefs his people. There we muft re- 
ceive his oracles, and there we muft pay our ho77iage. (6.) The 
promife of his coming is repeated and ratified, Behold, he jhall come , 
faith the Lord of hojls ; you may depend upon his word who can^ 
not J ye, he Jhall come, he zvill come, he will not tarry. 
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An account given of the great ends and intentions of his 
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Chrift, as a prophet, is the 7ncffengcr and 7nediator of the cove* I ii. 5 



nant, nay, he is given for a. covenant, Ifa. xlix, 8. That cove- 
nantj which is all our falvaiion, began to be Jpoken by the Lord, Heb. 

ii. 3, ThQ ? he is the prince of the covenant > as feme read this here, 



coming, ver. 2. He is one whom they feek, and one whom they 
delight in, and yet tuho may abide the day of his cotniitg? It is a 
thing to be thought of with great ferioufnefs, and with a holy 
awe and reverence ; for who Jhall fland when he appeareth ? Tho* 
he comes not to condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might have life. This may refer (1.) To the terrors of his 
appearance. Even in the days of his flefh there were fome ema- 
nations of his glory and power, fuch as none could ftand before, 
witnefs his transfiguration, and the prodigies that attended his 
death ; and we read of divers that trembled before him, as Mark 
v. 33. (2.) To the troublous t'mies that fhould follow foon after. 
The Jewifh doctors fpeak of the pangs or griefs of the Meffiah, 
meaning (they fay) the great afflictions that fhould be to Ifrael at 
the time of his coming ; he himfelf fpeaks of great tribulation then 
approaching, fuch as was ??ot fnce the beginning of the world, nor 
ever Jl) all be, Mat. xxiv. 21. (3.) To the trial which his com- 
ing would make of the children of men. He fhall be like a refiner's 
fire, which feparates between the gold and the drofs, by melting 
the ore, or, like fuller's foap, which with much rubbing fetch- 
eth the fpots out of the cloth. Chrift came to difcover men, that 
the thoughts of many hearts 7/iight be revealed, Luke ii. 35. to di- 
fiinguiftj men, to feparate between the precious and the vile, for 
his fan is in his hand, Mat. iii. 12. to fend fire on the earth, not 
peace, but rather divifion, Luke xii. 49> 5*. to Jbake heaven and 
earth, that the wicked might be Jhaken out, Job xxxviii. 13. and 
that the things which cannot be J}?aken, 772'igbt re7nain, Heb. xii, 
27. See what the effect of the trial will be, that fhall be made 
by the gofpel. 

(1.) The gofpel fhall work good upon thofe that are difpofed to 
be good ; to them it /hall be a favour of life unto life, ver. 3. 
He Jhall fit as a 7"cfi7ier ; Chrift by his gofpel fhall purify and re- 
form his church, and by his Spirit working with it fhall regene- 
rate and clean (e particular fouls ; for to this end he gave himfclf 
for the church, that he 7night fanclify and cleanfe it with the wajli- 
ing of water by the word, Eph. v. 26. and purify to himfelf a pe- 
culiar people, Tit. ii. 14. Chrift is the great refiner. Obferve, 
(1.) Who they are that he will purify ; the Jons of Levi, i.e. 
all thofe that are devoted to his praife, and employed in his fer- 
vicc, as the tribe of Levi was, and whom he defigns to make 
unto our God fpiritual priefts. Rev. i. 6. a holy priejlhood, 1 Pet. 

Note, All true Chriftians are Jons of Levi fet apart for 



God, to do the fervice of his fmdtuary, and to war the good 
warfare. (2.) How he will purify them ; he will purge them as 
gold and fiver, u e. he will ftn&ify them inwardly ; will not 

only 
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only walh away the fpots they have contracted from without, 
but will take away the drofs that is found in them \ will feparate 
from them their indwelling corruptions which rendered their fa- 
culties worthlefs and ufelefs, and fo make them like gold re- 
fined, both 'valuable and ferviceable. He will purge them with 
fire, as gold and Jilver are purged, for he baptizeth with the 
Holy Ghofl, and with fire, Mat. iii. ir. with the Holy Ghoft, 
working like fire. He will purge them by ajfliclions and mani- 
fold^ temptations i that the trial of their faith might be found to 
praife and honour ', i Pet. i. 6, 7. He will purge them fo as to 
make them a precious people to himfelf. (3.) What will be the 
effect of it ; that they ?nay offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteoufnefs, i. e. that they may be in fincerity converted to 
God, ana confecrated to his praife ; hence we read of the offer- 
ing up, or facrificing of the Gentiles to God, when they were 
fanftified by the Holy Ghojl, Rom. xv. 16. and that they may 
in a fpiritual manner worfhip God according to his will ; may 
offer the facrifices of 'righteoufnefs, Pfal. iv. 5. the offering of prayer 
and praife, and holy love that they may be the true wor- 
Jhippers, who worfhip the Father in fpirit and in truth, John iv. 
2 3, ..'24. Note, We cannot offer unto the Lord any right per- 
formances in religion, unlefs our perfons be jujlified and fanftified. 
Till we ourfelves be refined and purified by the grace of God, 
we cannot do any thing that will redound* to the glory of God ; 
God had refpedt to Abel firft, and then to his offering ; and 
therefore God purgeth his people, that they may offer their offerings to 
him in righteoufnefs, Zeph. iii. 9. He therefore makes the tree 
good, that the fruit may be good. And then it follows, ver. 4. 
"The offering of Judah and Jerufalem Jhall be pleafant unto the 
Lord. It fhall no longer be offenfive as it has been, when in 
the former days they worfhipped other gods with the God of 
Ifrael, or when in the prefent days they brought the torn, and 
the; lame, and the fick, for facrifice, but it fhall be acceptable, 
he will be pleafed with the offerers, and their offerings, as in the 
days of old > and as in former years ; as in the primitive times of 
the church, as when God had refpe<9: to Abel's facrifice, and 
fmelled a favour of reft from Noah's, and when he kindled 
Aaron's facrifice with fire from heaven. When the Meffiah 
comes, (1.) He will, by his grace in them, make them acceptable', 
when he has purified and refined them, then they fhall offer fuch 
faenfices as God requires and will accept. (2.) He will, by his 
inierceffion for them, make them accepted ; he will recommend 
them and their performances to God, fo t)|at their prayers, being 
perfumed with the incenfe of his interceffion, fhall be pleafant 
unto the Lord ; for he hath made us accepted in the beloved, and 
3n him is well pleafed, with thofe that are in him, Mat. iii. 1 7. 
and bring forth fruit in him. (2.) It (hall turn for a teflimony, 
againft thofe that are refolved to go on in their wickednefe, ver. 
5. This is the direcT: anfwer to their challenge, Wljere is the God 
ef judgment ? You fhall know where he is, and (hall know it to 
your terror and confufion, for / will come near to you to judg?nent ; 
to you that let divine juftice at defiance ; to them the gofpel of 
Chrift will be a favour of death unto death ; it will bind them 
over to condemnation, and will judge them in the great day, John 
ar;ih 48. Let us fee here (1.) Who the finners are, that muft ap- 
pear to be judged by the gofpel of Chrift. They are the forcerers, 
that deal in fpiritual wickednefs, that forfake the oracles of the 
God of truth, to confult the father of lies. And the adulterers 
that wallow in the lufts of the flefh, thofe adulterers that were 
charged with deafoig treatheroufiy, Mai. ii. 15, And the falfe 
fwearers, who profane God's name, and affront his juftice, by 
calling him to witnefs to a lye ; and the oppreffors that barbaroufly 
injure, and upon thofe that lie at their mercy, and are not able 
to help themfelves ; they defraud the hireling in his wages, and 
will not give him what he agreed for ; they crufh the widow and 
fatherlefs, and will not pay them their juft debts, becaufe they 
cannot prove them, or have not wherewithal to fue for them ; 
tthe poor flranger too, that has no friend to ftand by him, and 
5s ignorant of the laws of the country, they turn afide from his 
right, fo that he cannot keep, or cannot recover his own. And 
rhat which is at the bottom of all this is, they fear not me, faith 
the Lord of ho/Is. The tranfgreffton of the wicked plainly declares 
if, that there is no fear of God before his eyes ; where no fear of 
God is, no good is to be expe&ed. (2.) Who will appear againft 
them ; / will come near, faith God, and will he a fwift wit- 
neji againfl them. They juftify themfelves, and their fins ha- 
ving been artfully concealed, hope to efcape punifhment, for want 
of proof ; but God, who fees and knows all things, will himfelf 
be ivitnefs againft them, and his omnifcience is inftead of a thou^ 
fand witnefles, for to it the finner's own confeience fhall be made 
to fubferibe, and fo every mouth Jhall be flopped ; he will be a 
jivift witnefs ; though they reflect upon him as flow and dilatory, 
and ask, JFhere is the God of judgment, and where the promife 
of his coming ? They will find that he is not flack concerning his 
threafcnings, no more than he is concerning his promifes. Judg- 
ment againft thofe finners fhall not be put off, for want of evi- 
dence, for he will be a fiv ift zvitnefs. His judgment fhall over- 
take them, and it fhall be impoflible for them to out-run it. Evil 



have, (1.) God's immutability aflerted by himfelf, and gloried in* 
/ am the Lord, I change not, and therefore no word that I have 
fpoken fhall fall to the ground 5 is God a juft revenger of thofe 
that rebel againft him ? Is he the bountiful rewardcr of thofe 
that diligently feek him ? in both thefe he is unchangeable. Tha* 
the fentence paffed againft evil works, ver. 5. be not executed 
fpeedily,yet it will be executed, for he is the Lord, he changeth 
not, he is as much an enemy to fin as ever he was, and impeni- 
tent finners will find him fo. There needs no fare facias to re- 
vive God's judgment, for it is never antiquated, or out of date, 
but againft thofe that go on ftill i n their trefpaffes, the curfe of 
his law ftill remains in full force, power, and virtue. • (2.) A 
particular proof of it, from the comfortable experience which the 
people of Ifrael had had of it 5 they had reafon to fay he was 
an unchangeable God, for he had been faithful to his covenant 
with them and their fathers $ if he had not ftuck to that, they 
had been confumed long ago, and cut off from being a people ; 
they had been falfe and fickle in their carriage to him, and he 
might juftly have abandoned them, and then they had foon been 
confumed and ruined ; but becaufe he remembered his coveiiant, and 
would not violate that, nor alter the thing that was gone forth 
out of his lips, they were preferved from ruin, and recovered 
from the brink of it. It was purely becaufe he would be as good 
as his word, Deut. vii. 8. Lev. xxvi. 42. Now as God had 
kept them from ruin, while the covenant of peculiarity remained 
in force, purely becaufe he would be faithful to that covenant, 
and would fhew, that he is not a man that he Jhould lye, Numb, 
xxiii. 19. fo when that covenant fhall be fuperfeded, and fet afide 
by the New Teftament, and they, by rejeaing the bleffings of it, 
lay themfelves open to the curfes, he will fhew that in the deter- 
minations of his wrath, as well as in thofe of his mercy, he is not a 
man that he Jhould repent ; but will then be as true to his threaten- 
ings, as hitherto he has been to his promifes, fee 1 Sam. xv. 
29. We may all apply this very fenfibly to ourfelves 5 becaufe 
we have to do with a God that changeth not, therefore' it is that 
we are not confumed, even becaufe his compajjions fail not, they are 

new every morning, great is hisfaithfidnefs, Lam. iii. 22, 23. 



7. ^ Even from the days of your fathers ye are 
gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept 
them: returo unto me, and I will return- unto you, 
faith the LORD of hofts: but ye faid, Wherein 
fhall we return ? 8. ^ Will a man rob God ? yet 
ye have robbed me : but ye fay, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 9, Ye are curfed 
with a curfe: for ye have robbed me even this whole 
nation. 10. Bring ye all the tithes into the ftore-houfe, 
that there may be meat in mine houfe, and prove me 
now herewith, faith the LORD of hofts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a bleffing, that there fhall not be room enough to 
receive it. 11. And I will rebuke the deyourer for 
your fakes, and he fhall not deftroy the fruits of your 
ground ; neither fhall your vine caft her fruits be- 
fore the time in the field, faith the LORD of 
hofts. 12, And all nations fhall call you blefled : 
for ye fhall be a delightfome land, faich the LORD 
of hofts. 



purfues finners. 

The .ratification of all this, 
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ver. 6. For I am the Lord, I 



change not, therefore ye fons of Jacob are not confumed. Here we 
No* IxxviiL 



We have here God's controverfy with the men of that ge- 
neration, for deferring his fervice, and robbing him ; wicked 
fervants indeed, that not only run away from their mafter, but 
run away with their matter's goods. 

1. They had run away from their mafler, and quitted the 
work he gave them to do, ver. j. It have gone away from mine 
ordinances, and have not kept them. The ordinances of God's 
worfhip were the bufinefs, which as fervants they muft mind, the 
talents they muft trade with, and the truft which was committed 
to them to keep ; but they went away from them ; grew weary 
of them, and withdrew their neck from that yoke ; they deviated 
from the rule that God had prefcribed to tircm, and betrayed the 
truft lodged with them ; they had revolted from God, not only 
in worfhip, but in converfation ; they had not kept his ordinances. 
This difobedience they were chargeable with, and had been guilty 
of, even from the days of their fathers ; either as in the days of 
their fathers of old, who were fent into captivity for their difo- 
bedience ; or now for fome generations paft you are fallen off 
from what you were, when flrft you came back out of captivity. 
Ezra owns it in one particular inftance, fincethe days of our fathers 
have we been in a great trefpafs unto this day, Ezra ix. 7. Now 
obferve, (1.) What a gracious invitation God gives them to return 
and repent, return unto me, and to your duty, return to your 
fervice, return to your allegiance, return as a traveller that has 
miffed his way, as a foldier that has run his colours, as a trea- 
cherous wife that has gone away from her husband ; return thou 
backfliding Ifrael, return to me ; and then / will return unto you, 

and be reconciled , will remove the judgments you are under, 

38 E ' and 
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This had been of old the bur- 



and prevent thofe you fear, 
then of the fong, Zech. i. 3- and is fiill. (2.) What a peevifh 
anfwer thev return to this gracious invitation ; but ye faid with 
■difdain, faid it to the prophets that called you, faid it^ to one 
another, faid it to your own hearts, to ftifle the convidtions you 
were under, you faid wherein JJjall we return ? Note, God takes 
notice what returns our hearts make to the calls of his word 5 
what we fay, and what we think,^ when we have heard a fer- 
mon ; what anfwer we give to the melTage fent us : When God 
calls us to return, we fhould anfwer as they did, Jer. iii. 22. 
Behold, we come. But not as thefe here, wherein Jhall we re- 
turn? (1.) They take it as an affront to be told of their fazdts, 
and called upon to amend them ; are ready to fay, what ado do 
thefe prophets make, about returning and repenting ; why are we 
dilgraced and difturbed thus, our own confciences and our neigh- 
bours ftirred up againft us ? It is ill with thofe who thus count 
reproofs reproaches, and kick againji the pricks. (2.) They are fo 
ignorant of themfelves, and of the ftri&nefs, extent, and fpiritual 
nature of the divine law, that they fee nothing in themfelves 
to be repented of, or reformed', they are pure in their own eyes, 
and think they need no repentance. (3.) They are fo firmly 
refolved to go on in fin, that they will find a thoufand foolifli 
frivolous excufes to fhift off their repentance, and turn away the 
calls that are given them to repent. They feem to fpeak only 
as thofe that wanted fomething to fay ; it is a mere evafion, a 
banter upon the prophet, and a challenge to him to defcend to par- 
ticulars. Note, Many ruin their own fouls, by baffling the calls 

that are given them to repent of their fins. _ • 

2. They had robbed their majler, and embezelled his goods. 
They had asked wherein Jhall we return ? What have we done 
amifs ? And he foon tells them. Obferve, 

r. The prophet's high charge exhibited in God's name, againft 
the people, they ftand indicled for robbery, or facrilege, the worft 
of robberies ; ye have robbed me. And he expoftulates with them 
upon it, will a man be fo daringly impudent as to rob God ? 
Man that is a weak creature, and cannot contend with God's 
power; will he think to rob him, vi & armis ? Man that lies 
open to God's knowledge, and cannot conceal himfelf from that, 
will he think to rob him, clam &f fecreto ? Man that depends up- 
on God, and derives his all from him, will he rob him that is 
his benefactor ? This is ungrateful, unjuft, and unkind indeed, 
and very unwife thus to provoke him, from whom our judgment 
proceeds. Will a man do violence to God ? So fome read it ; 
will a vian Jlini or Jlraiten him ? So others read it. Robbing 

God is a heinous crime. 

2. The peoples high challenge in anfwer to that charge. But 
ye fay, wherein have zve robbed thee ? They plead not guilty, and 
put God upon the proof of it. Note, Robbing God is fuch a hei- 
nous crime, that they who are guilty of it, are not willing to 
own themfelves guilty. They rob God, and know not what they 
do. They rob him of his honour, rob him of that which is 
devoted to him, to be employed in his fervice ; rob him of them- 
felves, rob him of fabbath-time ; rob him of that which is given 
for the fupport of religion, and give him not his dues out of their 
eitates, and yet they ask, zvherein have we robbed thee? 

3. The plain proof of the charge, in anfwer to this challenge ; 
it is in tithes and offerings. Out of thefe the priefts and Levi tes 
"had maintenance for themfelves and their families, but they de- 
tained them, defrauded the priefts of them, would not pay. their 
tithes, or not in full, or not of the befl ; they brought not the 
offerings which God required, or brought the torn, and lame, 
and fick, which was not fit for ufe. They were all guilty of this 
fin, even the whole nation, as if they were in confederacy 
againft God, and all combined to rob him of his dues, and to 
Jland by one another in it, when they had done. For this they 

were curfed with a curfe, ver. 9, God punifhed them with fa- 
mine and fcarcity, through unfeafonable weather, or infects that 
eat up the fruits of the earth. God had thus punifhed them, for 
neglecting to build the temple, Hag. i. 10, 11. and now for 
not maintaining the temple-fervice. Note, Thofe that deny 
God's part of their eftates, may juftly expect, a curfe upon their 
own part of them. Te are curfed with a curfe for robbing me, 
and vet ye go on to do it. Note, It is a great aggravation of 
fin, when men perfift in it, notwithstanding the rebukes of pro- 
vidence they are under for it. Nay, It fhould feem, becaufe 
God had punifhed them with fcarcity of bread, they made that 
a pretence for robbing him 5 that now they were impoveri/Jjed, 
they could not afford to bring their tithes and offerings, but muft 
fave them, that they might have bread for their families. Note, 
It argues great perverfenefs in fin, when men make thofe Afflic- 
tions excufes for fin, which are fent to part between them and 
their fins. When they had but little, they fhould have done 
the more good with that little, and that would have been the 
way to have made it more 5 but it is ill with the patient, when 
that which fhould cure the difeafe, ferves only to palliate it, and 
prevent its being fearched into. 

4. An earneft exhortation to reform in this matter $ with a 
promife, that if they did, the judgments they were under fhould 
be prefently removed. 

I. Let them take care to do their duty, ver. 10. Bring ye all 
ihs tithes into the flvre-boufe* They had brought fome, but, like 



9 

Ananias and Sapphira, had kept back part of the price, pretend- 
ing they could not fpare fo much as was required, and vecejftty 
has no law ; but even neceffity muft have this law, and it would 
redrefs the grievance of their neceffity ; bring in the full tithes, 
to the utmoft that the law requires, that there may be meat in 

for them that ferve at the altar, whether there 

God muft be ferved 



God's ho ufe, 
be meat in 
the lirft 



in 

the fupport 



Note, 
niuft 
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your 
upon 
have 
end. 



not then reftore you 
with God, muft deal 
fo, for though many 
lofers bv him in the] 



your houfes or no. 
place, and ou r quota 

of religion, in the place where we live, that God's 
name may be fandtified, and his kingdom niay come, and his 
will be done, even before we provide our daily bread, for 
the interefts of our fouls ought to be preferred before thofe of 
our bodies. 

2. Let them then truft God to provide for them and their 
comfort. Let God be fir ft ferved, and then prove me herewith? 
faith the Lord of ho/is, whether I will not open the windows of 
heave?z. They faid, let God give us our plenty again as former- 
ly, and try us whether, we will not then bring him his tithes 
and offerings, as we did formerly; no, faith God, do you firfi; 
bring in all your tithes as they become due, and all the arrears of 
what is paft, and try me, whether I will 

plenty. Note, Thofe that v/ill deal 
trtift, and we may all venture to do 
been lofers for him, never any were 

It is fit we fhould venture fir/1, for his reward is with him 9 
but his work is before him\ we muft firft do the work which is 
our part, and then try him, and truft him for the reward. Eli- 
jah-put the widow of Zarephath into this method, when he faid, 

1 Kings xvii. 13. Make me a little cake firjl, and then prove me % 
whether there fhall not be enough afterwards for thee and thy fon+ 
That which difcourages people from the expences of charity, is 
the weaknefs of their faith concerning the gains and advantages- of 
charity, they cannot think that they fhall get by it, but it is a 
reafonable demand that God here makes, prove me now ; is any 
thing to be got by charity? Come and fee. Nothing venture* 
nothing win. Truft upon honour, 

And you fhall find (i.J That whereas the heavens have been 
fhut up, and there has been no rain, now God will open to you 
the windows of heaven, for in his hand the key of the clouds is, 
and you fhall have feafonable rain. Or, the expreffion is figura- 
tive, every good gift coming from above, thence God will plen- 
tifully pour out upon them the bounties of his providence, very 
fudden plenty is exprefled by opening the windozus of heaven > 

2 Kings vii. 2. We find the windows of heaven opened, to pour 
down a deluge of wrath, in Noah's flood, Gen. vii. 11. But 
here they are opened to pour down bleffings to that degree, thaC 
there fhould not be room enough to receive them. So plentifully* 
fhall their giound bring forth, that they /hall be tempted to pidl 
down their barns and build greater, for want of room, Luke xiu 
18. Or, as Dr Pocock explains it, <c I will pour out on you fuchi 
44 a bleffing, as fhall be not to enough only, and fuch as fhall ba 
<c fufficient, but ?nore, and more than enough \" that is, a great: 
addition ; the oil that is multiplied fhall not ftay, as long as there 
are veffels to receive it, 2 Ki?igs iv. 6. Note, God will not only bej 
reconciled to finners that repent and reform, but he will be* a bene- 
factor, a bountiful benefactor to them. We are never ftraitened in 
him, but often ftraitened in our own bofoms ; God has bleffings rea- 
dy to beftow upon us, but through the weaknefs of our faith, and nar- 
rownefs of our defires, we have not room to receive them. (2.) That 
whereas the fruits of their ground had been eaten up by locufib 
and caterpillers, God would now remove that judgment, ver. 1 i m 
I will rebuke the devour er for your fakes, and will check the pro- 
grefs of thofe deftroying animals, that they fhall no more deftroy 
the products of the earth, and the fruits of the" trees, God lias 
all creatures at his beck, can command them and remand them, 
at his pleafure. Neither Jhall the vine cajl her fruit before the 

fhall not be blafted, or blown off. Or, as fome read 



time \ it ma.11 nut uc uianeu, or mown ojt. wr, as 
it, neither Jhall the devourer ?nakc your vine barren, as the locafta 
did, Joel \. 7. (3.) That whereas their neighbours had upbraid- 
ed them with their fcarcity, and they had lain under the reproach 
of famine, which was the more grievous, becaufe their country 
ufed to be boafted of for its plenty, now all nations Jhall call 
them bleffed, fhall fpeak honourably of them, and own them to 
be a happy people. (4.) That whereas their fin had made their 
land unpleaftng to God, even their temple, and altars, and ofter- 
ings were fo, chap. ii. 13. and whereas his judgments had made 
their land unpleajant to them, and very melancholy, now ye Jhall 
be a dclightfcme land, your country fhall be acceptable to God, 
and comfortable to yourfelves. Note, The reviving religion in 
a land, will make it indeed a dclightfome land, both to God, and 
to aid good people; he will fay, it is my re/1 for ever, here tvill 
I dwell, and they will fay the fame, Jjh. ixii. 4. Deut. xi. 12. 
It fhould feem , this charge, to bring in the tithes had its good 
effect, for we find Neb. xiti. 1 2. that all Judah did bring in 
their tithe into the treafuries, and no doubt they had the benefit of 
thefe promifes in the return of their plenty, immediately upon 
their return to their duty; that they might plainly difcern for 
what caufe the evil had been upon them, for when the caufe was 
removed, the evil was removed ; and that they may fee 
how perfectly reconciled God was to them, upon their repen- 

and how their tranlgreflion was reniembred no more, 

for 
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for the curfe was not only taken away, but turned into an abun- i deed not God at all, but mammon. We 



dant bleflin£. 



13. ^[ Your words have been ftout againft me, 
faich the LORD: yet ye fay, What have we fpoken 
fo ?nuch againft thee? 14. Ye have faid, It is vain 
to ferve God : and what profit is it, that we have 
kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mourn- 
fully before the L O R D of hofts? 15. And now we 
call the proud happy : yea, they that work wicked- 
nefs are fet up yea, they that tempt God, are even 
delivered. 16. ^[ Then they that feared the LORD, 
fpake often one to another, and the LORD heark- 
ened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the LORD, 

upon his name. 17. And they 
fhall be mine, faith the LORD of hofts, in that 

make up my jewels, and I will fpare 
a man fpareth his own fon that ferveth 
him. 18. Then fhall ye return, and difcern between 
the righteous and the wicked •, between him that fer- 
veth God, and him that ferveth him not. 



and that 



thought 



day when I 
them as 



Among the people of the Jews at this time, though they all en- 
joyed the fame privileges and advantages, yet there were men of 
■very different characters, as ever were, and ever will be in the 
world, and in the church, like Jeremiah's figs, fome very good, 
and others very bad ; fome that plainly appeared to be the children 
of God, and others that as plainly discovered themfelves to be the 
children of the wicked one ; there are tares and wheat in the fame 
field, chaff and corn in the fame floor 5 and here we have an ac- 
count of both. 

r . Here is the angiy -notice God takes of the impudent, blafphe- 
?nous talk of the finners in Zion, and his juft refentments of it. 
Probably there was a club of them that were in league againft re- 
ligion, that fet up for wits, and fet their wits on work to run it 

down, and ridicule it, and herein ftrengthened one anothers 
hands. 

Here is, (1.) An indictment found againft them, for treafonable 
words fpoke againft the King of kings. Your words have been 
Jlout againg me, faith the Lord. They fpoke againft God, in 
reflexion upon him, in contradiction to him, as their fathers in 
the wildernefs, Pfal. Ixxviii. 19. Tea, they fpake againft God. 
What he faid, and what he defigned they oppofed, as if they had 
"been retained of counfel againft him and his caufe. Their 
words againft God were Jlout, they came from their pride and 
haughtinefs, and contempt of God. What they faid againft God, 
they fpoke it loudly., as if they cared not who heard them, they 
were not themfelves afhamed to fay it, and they defired to pro- 
pagate their atheiftical notions, and to infedt the minds of others 
with them. They fpoke it boldly, as thofe that were refolved to 
iland to it, and were in no fear of being called to an account. 
They fpoke it proudly, arid with infolence and difdain, fcorning 
to be under the divine check and goverment. They Jlrengthen 
thernjelves, they would be valiant againft the Almighty, Job 
xv. 25. 

(2.) Their plea to this indictment. They faid, What have 
ive fpoken fo much againjl thee? They deny the words, and put 
the prophet to prove them ; or if they fpoke the words, they did 
not defign them againjl God, and therefore will not own there was 
any harm in them ; at leaft they extenuate, the matter, TVhat 
have we fpoken fo ?nuch againjl thee ? So much that there needs 
all this ado about it. They cannot deny but that they have fpo- 
Icen againft God, but they make a light matter of it, and won- 
der it fhould be taken notice of ; zuords (fay they) are but wind; 
others have faid more ; and done worfe ; if they be not fo good as 
they fhould be, yet they hope they are not fo bad as they are re- 
presented to be. Note, It is common for finners, that are uncon- 
vinced, and unhu?nbled, to deny or extenuate the faults they are 
juftly charged with ; and to infift upon their own juftification, 
againft the reproofs of the word, and of their own conferences. 
But it will be to no purpofe. 

(3.) The ^ words themfelves they are charged with. God 
keeps an account of what men fay, as well as of what they do, 
and will let them know that he doth fo. We prefently forget 
what we have faid, and are ready to deny what we have faid 
amifs, but God can fay, ye have faid fo and fo. They had faid 
it as their deliberate judgment, (1.) That there is nothing to be 
got in the fervice of God, though it is a fervice that fubjefts 
men to labour and forrow. They faid, It is vain to ferve God, 
or, He is vain that ferveth God, i. e. he labours in vain, and 
to no purpofe; he has his labour for his pains, and therefore is a 
fool for his labour; what profit is it that zve have kept bis ordi- 
nance, or his obfervation ? That we have obferved what he has 
appointed us to obferve. JVhat mammon, or wealth have we 
gained, faith the Chaldee ; intimating (faith Dr Pocock) that it 

was for mammon's fake only, that they fervid God, and fo in- 



fully, or in black* with great gravity, and great grief, before the 
Lord of hofts, have afflicted our fouls, at the times appointed for 
that purpofe; and yet we are never the better. Perhaps this 
comes in as a reafon why they would not truft God to profper 
them upon their bringing in the tithes, ver. 10. for, fay they, we 
have tried him in other things, and have loft by him ; this is a 
very unjuft and unreafonable reflexion upon the fervice of God, 
and we can call witnefs enough to confront the flander. 



1 hey^ would have it thought that they had fe 
kept his ordinances, wh 



(1.) 

and had 

it was only the external obfervance 
of them, that they had kept up while they were perfect ftrangers to 
the inward part of the duty, and therefore might fay, it is in vain, 
God faith fo, Mat. xv. 9. /;/ vain do they worjhip ?ne, whofe 
hearts are far from me, while they draw near zuith their mouth ; 
but whofe fault is that ? not God's, who is the rewarder of them 
that feek him diligently, but theirs who feekhim carelefsly. (z.) 
They infifted much upon it, that they had walked ?noiirnfully be- 
fore God, whereas God had required them to ferve him with 
gladnefs, and to walk chearfully before him. They, by their own 
fuperftitions, made the fervice of God a task and drudgery to 
themfelves, and then complained of it as a hard fervice. The 
yoke of Chrift is eafy ; it is the yoke of antichrift that is heavy. 
(3.) They complained that they had got nothing by their religion, 
they were ftill in poverty and affliaion, and behind hand in the 
world. This is an old piece of impiety, Job xxi. 14, .15. 
What profit fhall we have if we pray unto him ? Elihu chargeth 
Job with faying fomething like this, Job xxxiv. 9. It profit eth a 
man nothing that he fhould delight himfclf with God. The ene- 
mies of religion do but fet up againft it the old cavils that have 
been long fince' anfwered and exploded. Perhaps this here re- 
fers to the errors of the feci; of the Sadducees, which was the fcan- 
dal of the Jewifh church in its latter days; they denied a future 
ftate, and then faid, it was vain to ferve God, which has indeed 
fome colour in it, for if in this life only zve had hope in Chrift, 
we zvere of all men mojl ?hiferable, 1 Cor. xv. 19. Note, Thofe 
do a great deal of wrong to God's honour, who fay that reli- 
gion is dther an unprofitable, or an wipleafant thing; for the 
matter is not fo, wifdom's ways are pleafantncfs, and wifdom's 
gains better than that of fine gold. 
m ( 2 0 They maintained that wickednefs was the way to profpe- 
rity, for they had obferved that the workers of zvickednefs were 
fet up in the world, and they that tempted God were delivered* 
ver. 15. The outward profperity of finners in their fins, 
as it has ^weakened the hands of the godly in their godlinefs, 
Pfal. lxxiii. 15. fo it has ftrengthened the hands of the wicked 
in their wickednefs. Note, (1.) They that work wickednefs, 
tempt God by prefumptuous Jins, they do as it were try God, 
whether he can and will punifh them as he hath faid in his 
word, and, in effect, challenge him to do his zvorji, by provoking 
him in the higheft degree. (2.) Thofe that tempt God by their 
wicked works, are many times both delivered out of the adverfi- 
ty into which they were juftly brought, and advanced to the 
profperity which they were utterly unworthy of 5 they are not 
only fet up once, but when we thought their day was come to 
fall, and they were in trouble,' yet they were delivered, and fet 
up again; fo ftrangely did providence fcem to Anile upon them. 
(3.) Though it be thus, yet it will not warrant us to call the 
proud happy. For they may be delivered and fet up for a while, 
but it will appear that God refifts them,' and that their pride is a 
preface to their fall ; and if fo, they are truly miferablc, and it 
is folly to call them happy* and to blefs them whom the Lord ab- 
hors. Wait a while and you fhall fee them that work zvickednefs 
fet up as a mark to the arrows of God's vengeance, and them that 
tempt God delivered to the tormentors. Judge of things as they 
will appear fhortly, when the doom of thefe proud finners, 
which follow here, chap. iv. 1. comes to be executed to the 
utmoft. 

2. Here is the gracious notice God takes cf the pious talk of the 
faints in Zion, and the gracious recompence of that. Even in 
this corrupt and degenerate age, when there was fo great a de- 
cay, nay, fo great a contempt of ferious godlinefs ; yet there 
were fome that retained their integrity, and zeal for God ; and 
let us fee, 

. How they di/lingui/hed the??f elves, and what their character 
; it was the reverfe of theirs that fpoke fo much againft God, 
(1.) They feared the Lord, that is the beginning of wifdom, 
and the root of all religion ; they reverenced the majefty of God, 
fubmitted to his authority, and- had a dread of his wrath, in all 
they thought and faid, they humbly complied with God, and 
never fpoke any Jlout words againft him. In every age there 
has been a remnant that feared the Lord, though fome times but a 
little remnant, (2.) They thought upon his name, i. e. They 
ferioufly confidercd, and frequently meditated upon the difcove- 
ries God has made of hiinfelf in his word, and by his provi- 
dences ; and their meditation of him is fiueet to them, and influ- 
enced! them. They thought on his name, i. e. They confulted 
the honour of God, and aimed at that as their ultimate end in all 
they did. Note, Thofe that knciv the name of God, w fhould 
often think of, and dwell upon it in their thoughts; it is a copi- 
ous ? curious fubjedt, and frequent thoughts of it will contribute 
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very much to our communion with God, and the ftirring up of 
our dievout affections to him. (3.) They /pake often one to 
mother* concerning the God they feared, and that name of his 
which they thought fo much of, for out of the abundance of. the 
heart the mouth will fpeak, and a good man, out of zgood trea- 
fure there, will bring forth good things. They that feared the 
Lord, kept together as thofe that were company for each other ; 
they fpake kindly and endearingly one to another, for the prefer- 
ying and promoting of mutual love, that that might not wax cold, 
when iniquity did thus abound. They fpake knowingly and edify- 
ingly to one another, for the increafing and improving of faith and 
holinefs'j they fpake one to another in the language of them that 
fear the Lord, and think on his name, the language of Canaan ; 
when profanenefs was come to fo great a height, as to trample 
upon all that is facred, then they that feared the Lord, fpake 
often one to another ; (1.) Then when iniquity was bold and bare- 
faced, the people of God took courage and ftirred up themfelves, 
the innocent againjl the hypocrite. Job xvii. 8. The worfe others 
are, the better we fhould be ; when vice is daring, let not virtue 
be fneaking. Then when religion was reproached and mifrepre- 
fented, its friends did all they could to fupport the credit of it, 
and to keep it in countenance. It had been fuggefted, that the 

ways of God are melancholy, unpleafant ways, folitary, and for- 
rowful, and therefore then they that feared God, ftudied to evi- 
dence the contrary, by their chearfulnefs in mutual love and con- 
verfe; that they might put to filence the ignorance of foolijh men. 
(3.) Then when feducers were bufy to deceive, and to poflefs 
unwary fouls with prejudices againft religion, they that feared 
God were induftrious to arm themfelves and one another, againft 
the contagion, by mutual inftru£iions, excitements, and encourage- 
ments ; and to ftrengthen one anothers hands. As evil communica- 
tion corrupts good minds, and manners, fo good communication 
confirms them. 

2. How God dignified them, and what further honour and 
favour he intended for them. They who fpake ftoutly againft 
God, no doubt, looked with difdain and difpleafure upon thofe 
that feared him, hectored and bantered them, but they had little 
reafbn to regard that, or to be difturbed at it, when God 
countenanced them. 

r. He took notice of their pious difcourfes, and was gracioufly 
prefent at their conferences, the Lord hearkened and heard it, and 
was well • pleafed with it. God faith, Jer. viii. 6. that he 
hearkened and heard what bad men would fay, and they fpake 
not right ; here he hearkened and heard what good men did fay, 
for they fpake aright. Note, The gracious God ob ferves all 
the gracious words that proceed out of the mouths of his people j 
they need not defire that men may hear them and commend 
them ; let them not feek praife from men by them, nor affe& to 
be taken notice of by them, but let it content them, that be the 
conference never fo private, God fees and hears in fecret, and 
will reward openly. When the two difciples going to Emmaus 
were difcourfing concerning Chrift, he hearkened and heard, 
and joined himfelf to them, and made a third. Lukexxiv. 15. 

2. He kept an account of them. A book of remembrance was writ- 
ten before him. Not that the eternal mind needs to be minded of 
things by books and writings, but it is an expreflion after the 
manner of men, intimating that their pious affections and perfor- 
mances are kept in remembrance, as punctually and particularly, 
as if they were writ in a book; as if journals were kept of all 
their conferences. Great kings had books of remembrance written, 
and read before them, in which were entered all the fervices done 
them, when, and by whom, as Efth.iu 23. God in like man- 
ner remembers the fervices of his people, that in the review of 
them he may fay, Well done, and enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord. God has a book for the fighs and tears of his mourners, 
Pfal. lvi. 8. much more for the pleadings of his advocates. 
Never was any good word fpoken of God, or for God, from an 
honeft heart, but it was regtflered, that it might be recompenfed 
in the refurreciion of the juft, and in no wife lofe its reward. 

3. He promifeth them a jhare in his glory hereafter. Ver. 17. 
They fhall be mine, faith the Lord of ho/Is, in that day when I make up 
my jewels. When God utterly cuts off the Jewifh church and na- 
tion for their infidelity, the remnant among them that believe his 
word, and having waited for the confolation of Ifrael, welcome 
him when he comes, fhall be admitted into the Chriftian church, 
and fhall become a peculiar people to God ; God will take care 
of them, that they perijh not with them that believe not; ' but that 
they be hid in the day of the Lord's anger againft that nation. 
They Jhall be my fegullah, my peculiar treafure, (it is the word 
ufed, Exod. xix. 5.) in the day when / make or do, what I have 
fa"td and defigned to do, fo fome read it. Thefe pious ones fhall 
have all the glorious privileges of God's Ifrael appropriated to them, 
and centering in them ; they fhall now be the peculiar treafure, 
when the reft are rejected ; they fhall now be the veffels of mercy, 
and honour, when the reft are made veffels of wrath and difhonour, 
vefiels in which is- no pleafure. This may be applied to all the 
faithful people of God, and the diftinction he will put between 
them and others in the great day. Note, 1. The faints are 
God's jewels, they are highly efteemed of by him, and are dear 
to him, they are comely, with the comelinefs that he puts upon 
them P and £e is pleafed io glory in them, they are a royal 



diadem in his hand, Jfa. Ixiu 3. He looks upon them as his own 
proper goods, his choice goods, his treafure, laid up in his cabi- 

the reft of 



There is 



net, and the furniture of his clofet, Pfal. exxxv. 4. 
the world is but lumber in comparifon y/ith them. .2. 
a day comings when God will make up his jewels ; they fhall be 
gathered up out of the dirt, into which they are now thrown* 
and gathered together from all the places to y/hich they are now 
fcattered ; he fhall fend forth his angels to gather his eleel, that' 
are his jewels, from the four winds of heaven, Mat. xxiv. 31* 
to gather his jewels into his jewel-houfe, as the wheat from feve- 
ral fields into the barn. All the faints will then be gathered to) 
Chrift, and none but faints, and. faints made perfect ; then 
God's jewels will be made up, as ftones into- a crown, as ftars 
into a conftellation. 3. Thofe who now own God . for theirs, 
he will then own them for his, will publickly cenfefs them before 
angels and men. They jhall be mine, their falsification fhall be 
compleated, and fo they fhall be perfectly and entirely mine, 
without any remaining interefts of the world and the flefh : Their 
relation to God fhall be acknowledged, and his propriety in them ; 
he will feparate them from, thofe that are not his, and give 
them their portion with thofe that are his ; for to them it 
fhall be faid, Come ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepa- 
red for you. They were in doubt fometimes, whether they were 
belonging to God or no, but the matter fhall then be put but of 
doubt, God himfelf will fay unto them, you are ?nine\ now, their 
relation to God is what they are reproached with, but it will 
then be gloried in, God himfelf will glory in it. 

4. He promifeth them a fhare in his grace now. / will fpare 
them as a man fpareth his o wn fon that ferves him. ■ God had pro- 
mifed to own them as his, and take them to be with him, but 
it might be a difcouragement to them, to think that they had of- 
fended God, and he might juftly difown them and caft them off^ 
but as to that he faith, I will fpare them, I will not deal with 
them as they deferve. I will rejoice over them, fo fome expound 
it, as the bridegroom over his bride, Ifa.lxu. 5. Zeph. \\u 17. 
But the word ufually fignifies to fpare, with commiferation, and 
companion, as a father pities his children, Pfal. ciii. 13. Note, 
.1. It is our duty to ferve God with the difpofition of children ; we 
muft be his fons, muft, by a new birth, partake of a divine na- 
ture, muft confent to the covenant of adoption, and partake of 
the Spirit of adoption ; and we muft be his fervants, God will 
not have his children trained up in idlenefs, they muft do him. 
fervice, and they muft do it from a principle of love, with chear- 
fulnefs and delight, and as thofe that are therein ferving their 
own true intereft, and this is ferving, as a fon with the father* 

we ferve God with the difpofition of 
us with the tenderne/s and companion of 
children that ferve him, ftand in need of 



Phil. 



If 



11. 22. (2.) 
children, he will fpare 
a father. Even God's 



fparing tnercy, that mercy to which we owe it, that we are not 
confumed, that mercy which keeps out of hell. Neherriiah, 
when he had done much good, yet knowing there is not a juji 
man on earth, - that doth good and fins ?iot, and that every fin de- 
fences God's wrath, prays. Lord, fpare me according to the great- 
nefs of thy mercy, fee Neh. X\n. 22. And God as a father wilt 
fhew them this mercy. He will not be extreme to mark what 
we do amifs, but will make the beft of us, and our poor perfor- 

are exercifed 



The father 



mances; will mitigate the afflictions his children 
with, and fave them from the ruin they deferve. 
continues to fpare the fon, and doth it with complacency, becaufe 
he is his otvn ; thus God will fpare humble penitents and peti- 
tioners, as a man fpares his fon that ferves him, though we do him 
fo little fervice, nay, though we do him fo much diflervice. 

3. How they will thus be diflinguijhed from the children of 
this world, ver. 18. Then Jhall ye return and difcern between the 
righteous and the wicked, between finners and faints ; between 
thofe that ferve God, and make confeience of their duty to him, 
and thofe that ferve him not, but put contempt upon his fervice. 
You that now fpeak againfl God as making no difference between 
good and bad, and therefore fay it is vain to ferve him, ver. 14. 
you fhall be made to fee your error ; you that would fpeak for 
God, but know not what to fay as to this, that there feems to be 
one event to the righteous and to the wicked, and all things come 
alike to all, will then have the matter fct in a true light, and 
will fee to your everlafting fatisfaflion the difference between the 
righteous and the wicked. Then ye JJiall return, i. e. you fhall 
change your mind, and come to a right understanding of the thing. 
This primarily refpecls the manifeft difference that was mads by 
the divine providence between the believing Jews, and thofe that 
perfifted in ther infidelity at the time of the deftruclion of Jeru- 
salem, and of the Jewifh church and nation by the Romans I 
But it- is to have its full accomplishment at the fecond coming of 
Jefus Chrift, and that great difcriminating day, when it fhall be 
eafy enough to difcern between the righteous and the wicked* 
Note, (1.) All tho. children of men are either righteous or wicked, 
either fuch as ferve God, or fuch as ferve him not. This is that 
divifion of the children of men which will laft for ever, and by 
which their eternal ftare will be determined 
to heaven or hell. 2. In this world it is 



difcern between the righteous and the wicked, 
gether, good fifh and bad in the fame net, 



; all are going either 
many times hard to 
they are mingled to- 
the righteous are fo 



diflempered, and the wicked fo difguifed, that we are 



often de- 
ceived 
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ceiived in our opinions concerning both the one and the other ; 
there are many that we think ferve God, who having not their 
hearts right with him, will be found none of his fervants ; and 
on the other hand, many will be found his faithful fervants, who 
becaufe they followed not with us, we thought did not ferve 
him ; but that which efpecially raifed the difficulty here was, that 
the divine providence feemed to make no difference between the 
righteous and the wicked, you could not know wicked men by 
God's frowning upon them, for they commonly profpered in the 
world, nor righteous men by his fmiling upon them, for they were 
involved with others in the fame common calamity ; none now 
knows God's love or hatred by all that is before him, Eccl. ix. 1. 
(3.) At the bar of Chrift in the laft judgment, it will be eafy to 
difcern between the righteous and the wicked ; for then every man's 
character will be both perfected, and perfectly difcovered, every 
man will then appear in his true colours, and his difguifes will be 
taken off \ fome mens fins indeed go beforehand, and you may 
now tell who is wicked, but others follow after, however in the 
great day we fhall fee who was righteous y and who wicked. Every 
man's condition likewife will be both perfected, and everlaftingly de- 
termined ; the righteous will then be perfectly happy, and the wicked 
perfectly miferable, without mixture or allay, when the righteous 
are all fet on the right-hand of Chrift, and invited to come for a 
bleffing, and all the wicked on his left-hand, and are bid to de- 
part with a curfe, then it will be eafy to difcern between them. 
As to ourfelves therefore we are concerned to think among which 
we (hall have our lot, and as to others muft judge nothing before 
the tune. 



CHAP. IV. 



We have here proper inflruclions given us ( very proper to clofe the 
canon of the Old Tefl anient with) (1.) Concerning the Jlate of 
recom pence and retribution that is before us ; the mifery of the 
wicked, and the happinefs of the righteous in that Jlate, ver. 
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3 . Mna wis is reprefentcd to us unaer a p 
deflruclion of Jerufalem, and the unbelieving Jews 
of the comforts and triumphs of thoft 
gofpeU (2.) Concerning the Jlate 
are mrw in* in which we are dired 



eye 



velation, and to follow that ; they then mujl Jlick to the law of 
JUIofes, ver. 4. and expecl a further difcovery of God's will by 
Elijah the prophet , i. e. by John Baptijl, the harbinger of the 
Meffiah, ver. 5, 6. The lafl chapter of the New Teflament is 
much to the fame purpofe, fetthig before us heaven and hell in 
the other world, and obliging us to adhere to the word of God 
in this world. 




1. B^iOR behold, the day cometh that fhall burn 
£J as an oven, and all the proud, yea, and all 

that 
of 



as an oven, and all the proud, yea, 
that do wickedly fhall be Hubble, and the day 
cometh fhall burn them up, faith the LORD 
hofts, that it fhall leave them neither root nor branch. 

2. ^[ But unto you that fear my name, fhall the fun 
of righteoufnefs arife with healing in his wings ; and 
ye fhall go forth and grow up as calves of the ftall. 

3. And ye fhall tread down the wicked ; for they 
fhall be afhes under the foles of your feet, in the 
day that I fhall do this, faith the LORD of hofts. 

The great and terrible day of the Lord is here prophefied of ; 
which, like the pillar of cloud and fire, fhall have a dark fide 
turned towards the Egyptians that fight againft God, and a 
bright fide towards the faithful Ifraelites that follow him. The 
day cometh, u e. the Lord cometh, the day of the Lord ; and it 
hath reference both to the firjl and to the fecond coming of Jefus 
Chrift ; the day of both was fixed, and fhould anfwer the cha- 
racter here given of it. 

1. In both Chrift is a confuming fire to thofe that rebel againft 
him. The day of his coming fhall burn as an oven ; it fhall be 
a day of wrath, of fiery indignation. This was foretold concern- 
ing the Meffiah, PfaL xxi. 9. Thine hand Jkall find out all thine 
enemies, and /hall make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine 
anger : it will be a day of terror and destruction like the burn- 
ing of a city, or rather of a wood, the trees whereof are wi- 
thered and dried, for to that the allufion feems to be as Ifa. x. 
17, 18. The light of Ifrael J))all be for a fire y and his holy One for 
a fiame y and it Jhall confume the glory of his fo rcjl y and of his fruit- 
ful field. Now obferve here, ( 1 .) Who fhall be fuel to this fire ; 
all the proud in heart, whofe words have been Jlout againjl God y 
and their necks ftiff, and unapt to yield to the yoke of his 
commandments. All thofe that in the pride of their counte- 
nances will not fee k after God, nor fubmit to the grace and go- 
vernment of Jefus Chrift ; all that proudly fay, they will not 
'have Chrift to reign over them. And all thofe that do wickedly in 
their affections and converfations, that wilfully perfift in fin, in 
contempt of, and contradiction to, the law of God 5 they are 
No. lxxviii* 



fuch as do wickedly againjl the covenant, as another prophet had 
lately exprefled it, Dan. xi. 32. God that has a perfect know- 
ledge of every one's character, knows who are the proud* and of 
every one's actions, knows who they are that do wickedly ; and 
they fhall be as Jlubble to this fire, they fhall be confumed by it, 
eafily confumed, utterly confumed, and it is wholly long of thetn- 
felves that they fhall be fo, for they make themfelves Jlubble, L e* 
combuftible matter to this fire. If they were not Jtubblt, it 
would not burn them ; for the fire will be to every man ao* 
cording as he and his works are found ; if they be wood, kay y 
and Jlubble, they will be confumed, but if they be gold, Jilver y and 
precious ft ones y they will abide the fire, and be purified by it, 
r Cor. iii. 13, 14, 15. They that by their unbelief oppofe Chriflv, 

thereby fet themfelves as briers and thorns before a devouring fire, 
Ifa./xxvrh 4, 5. 

Qz.) Whpt fhall be the force, and what the fruit of this fire ? 
The day that cometh Jhall burn them up y fhall both terrify and ruin 
them, and fhall leave them neither root nor branch, neither fan nor 
nephew, fo the Chaldee paraphrafe ; neither they nor their pofte- 
rity fhall be fpared ; they fhall be wholly extirpated and cut off. 
Who knows the power of God's anger ? The proud and thofe that 
do zvickedly will not fear it y but they fhall be made to feel it. 
Where are they now that called the proud happy ? when thus they 
are made completely miferable; when there remains no branch 
of their happinefs to be enjoyed for the prefent, nor any root of it 
out of which it might again fprlno; up. 

Now this was fulfilled, (1.) When Chrift in his doarine fpoke 
terror and condemnation to the proud Pharifees, and other the 
Jews that did wickedly. When he fent that fire on the earth, 
which burnt up the chaff of the traditions of the elders, and the 
corrupt gloffes they had put upon the law of God. (2.) When Je- 
rufalem was deftroyed by the Romans, and the nation of the 
Jews, as a nation, quite blotted out from under heaven^ and 
neither root nor branch left them. This feems to be principally 
intended here ; our Saviour faith, that thofe fhould be the days 
of vengeance, when all the things that were written to that pur- 
pofe fhould be fulfilled, Luke xxi. 22. Then the unbelieving 
Jews were as Jlubble to the devouring fire of God's judgments.* 
which gathered together to them as the eagles to the carcafe. 
(3.) It is certainly applicable, and is to be applied to the day of 
judgment, both to the particular judgment at death, (fome of the 
Jewifli doctors refer it to the punijhment that feizetb on the fouls 
of the wicked immediately after they go out of the body) but efpeci* 
ally it will have its accomplishment in the general judgment, at 
the end of time 5 when Chrift fhall be revealed in flaming fire> 
to execute judgment on the proud y and all that do zvickedly ; the 
whole world fhall then burn as an oven, and all the children of 
this world, that fet their hearts upon it, and chufe their portion 
in it, fhall take their ruin with it, and the fire then kindled fhall 
never be quenched. 

2. In both Chrift is a rejeycing light to thofe that ferve him 
faithfully, to thofe that fear his name and give him the glory 
due to it, ver. 2. who ftand in awe of that name of his, which the 
wicked profane, and trample upon. Here is mercy and comfort 
kept in ftore for all thofe that fear the Lord, and think on his 
name. Obferve, 

1. Whence this mercy and comfort fhall flow to 'them. To 
you that fear my name Jhall the fun of righteoufnefs arife with 
healing in his wings. The day that comes, as it will be a ftormy 
day to the wicked, a day in which God will rain upon them fire 
and brim/lone, and a horrible tempejl, as he did on Sodom, PfaL 
xi. 6. a day of clouds and of thick darknefs, Amos v. 18,20. 
fo it will be a fair and bright day to thofe that fear God, and 
reviving as the rifing fun is to the earth, and particular notice is 
taken of the rifing of the fun upon Zoar, when that was merci- 
fully diftinguifhed from the cities of the plain whom the fire con- 
fumed, fee Gen. xix. 23. fo, to you that fear God is comfort 
fpoken, when the hearts of others fail fir fear, let them lift up 
their heads for joy, for their redemption draws nigh, Luke xxi. 28. 
But by the fun of righteoufnefs here we are certainly to under- 
ftand Jefus Chrift, who would undertake to fecure the believing 
remnant in the day of the general deftruciion of the Jews, 
from falling with the reft, and to comfort them in that day of 
diftrefs and perplexity with his confolations ; he directed them 
that were in Judea to flee to the mountains, Mat. xxiv. 1 6. and 
they did fo, and were all fafe and eafy in Pella. But it is to be 
applied more generally, (x.) To the coming of Chrift in the flefh 
to feek and fave them that were loft ; then the fun of right eoufi 
nefs arofe upon this dark world. Chrift is the light of the 
world, the true light, the great light that makes day, and rules 
the day, John viii. 12. as the fun ; he is the light of men, John 
i. 4. is to mens fouls as the fun is to the vifible world, which 
without the fun would be a dungeon, fo would mankind be dark- 
nefs itfelf without the light of the glory of God, fhining in the 
face of Chrifi, Chrift is the fun that has light in himlelf, and 

le fun c 



ufi, 



for he is himfelf a righteous Saviour : 



'tjhefs 



both the light and the heat of this fun, the word of his righ- 
teoufnefs is fo, it guides, inftructs, and quickens ; fo is the 
everlajling righteoufnefs he has brought in ; he is made of God to 
us righteoufnefs, he is the Lord our righteoufnefs, and therefore is 

^| fitly 
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fitly called the fun of righteoufnefs ; thro* him we are juftified and 
fan&ified, and fo are brought to fee light* This fun of righte- 
oufnefs in the fulnefs of time arofe upon the world, and with 
him light came into the world, John iii. 19. a great lights Mat. 
iv. 16. In him the dayfpring from on high viflted us, to give 
light to them that fit in darknefs, Luke i. 78, 79. Righteoufnefs 
fometimes fignifies mercy or benignity, and it was in Chrift that 
the tender mercy of our God vifited us. (2.) It is applicable to the 
graces and comforts of the holy Spirit brought into the fouls of 
men, Grotius underftands it of Chrift's giving the Spirit to thofe 
that are his, to fhine in their hearts, and to be a comforter to 
them, a fun and a Jhield. Thofe that are polTefTed and governed 
by a holy fear of God, and a dread of his majefty, fhall have his 
love alfo Jbed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoji, and then 
the fun may be faid to arife there, and to bring both a delight- 
ful day, and a fruitful Jpring along with it. (3.) Chrift's fecond 
coming will be a glorious and welcome fun-rifing to all that fear 
his name \ it will be that morning of the refurredUon, in which 
the upright fhall have dominion, Pfal. xlix. 14. That day which 
to the wicked will burn as an oven, will to the righteous be 
bright as* the morning, and it is what they wait for, more than 
they that wait for the morning. 

2. What this mercy and comfort fhall bring with it to them. 
He (hall arife with healing under his wings, or in his rays or 
beams, which are as the wings of the fun ; Chrift came as the 
fun to bring not only light to a dark world, but health to a di'f- 
eafed, diftempered world ; the Jews (faith Dr Pocock) have a pro- 
verbial faying, As the fun rifeth, infirmities decreafe ; the flowers 
which drooped and languiftied all night, revive in the morning. 
Chrift came into the world to be the great phyfician, yea and 
the great medicine too, both the balm in Gilead, and the phy- 
fician there 5 when he was upon earth he went about as the fun 
in his circuit, doing this good, he healed all mariner of ficknejps 
and difeafes among the people ; he healed by whole-fale as the fun 
doth ; he fhall arife with healing in his skirts fo fome read it, 
and they apply to it the ftory of the woman's touching the hem 
of his garment, and being thereby made whole, and his finding 
that virtue went out of him, Mark v. 28, 29, 30. But his heal- 
ing bodily difeafes was a fpecimen of his great defign in coming 
into the world to heal the difeafes of mens fouls, and to put them 
into a good ftate of health, that they may ferve and enjoy both 
God and themfelves. 

3. What good effefl it fhall have upon them. 

r. It fhall make them vigorous in themfelves. Te Jhall go 
forth, as .-thofe that are healed go abroad, and return to their 
bufinefs. The fouls fhall go forth out of their bodies at death, 
and the bodies out of their graves at the refurre&ion, as prifoners 
out of their dungeons, and both to fee the light, and be fet at 
liberty. Ye fhall go forth as plants out of the earth, when in 
the fpring the fun returns. Some make it to mean the going 
forth of the Chriftians from Jerufalem, and the efcape they there- 
by made from its deftrudtion. And thus the fouls on whom the 
fun of righteoufnefs arifeth go forth out of this world; go forth 
out of Babylon, as thofe that are made free indeed. Ye fhall 
likewife grow zip, being reftored to health and liberty ye fhall 
increafe in knowledge and grace, and fpiritual ftrength. The 
fouls on which the fun of righteoufnefs rifeth are growing up 
towards the perfecl man ; thofe that by the grace of God are 
made wife and good, by the fame, grace are made wifer and 
better; and their path, like that of the rifingfun, Jhines more and 
more to the perfecl day, Pro v. iv. 18. Their growth is compared 
to that of the calves of the flail, which is a quick, ftrong, and 
ufeful growth. Ye fhall grow up, not as the flower of the field, 
which is flender and weak and of little ufe, and withereth foon 
:after it is grown up, but as the calves of the flail, that, as one of 
the rabbins expounds it, grow great in flejh and fatnefs, with 
which both God's altars and mens tables are replenifhed 5 fo the 
growth of the faints, on whom the fun of righteoufnefs arifeth, 
honours both God and man. Some read it, inftead of ye Jhall grow 
zip, ye fhall move your felves, or leap for joy, fhall* be as frolick- 
fome as calves of the ftall, when they are let loofe in the open 
field ; and it notes the joy of the faints, that rejoice in 
Chrift Jefus j they fhall even leap for joy ; iare always caufed 
to triumph. 

2. It fhall make them viclorious over their enemies, ver. 3. 
Ye Jhall tread down the wicked. . Time was when the wicked 
trod them down, faid to their fouls, bow dozvn that zee may go ■ 
over, but the day will come when they fhall tread down the 
wicked ; being made Chrift's footftool, they are made theirs ; 
Pfal. ex. 1 . and come and worjhip before the feet of the church, 
Rev. iii. 9. The elder Jhall ferve the younger. When believers by 
faith overcome the world, when they fupprefs their own corrupt 
appetites and paflions, when the God of peace bruifeth Satan 
under their feet, then they tread down the wicked. When it 
came to the turn of the Chriftians to' triumph over the Jews that 
had infulted over them, then this ^omife was fulfilled ; they 
fljall be ajhes under the foles of your feet, they fhall not only be 
trodden down, but trodden to dirt. When the day that comes 
fhall have burnt them up, they fhall trample upon them as afhes ; 
when the righteous fhall rile to everlafling life, the wicked fhall 
rife to everlafling contempt ; and tho' they fhall not triumph over 



them, they fhall triumph in that God, whofe juftice is glorified 
in their deftru&iom The faints in glory are faid to have power 
given them over the nations, to rule them with a rod of iron* 
Rev. ii. 26, 27. This ye Jhall do, in the day that I fljall do thisi 
Note, The faints triumphs are all owing to God's victories 5 it is 
not they that do this, but God that doth it for them ; that faith, 
come, fet your feet on the necks of thefe kings. Some read it, in the 
day that I make, or fhall make ; the great day that I fhall make 
remarkable, of which you will fay with joy, Tliis is the day that 
the Lord has made ; the day of the deftru<5lion of Jerufalem is 
called the great and terrible day of the Lord, A<3s ii. 20. and our 
Saviour in foretelling that deftruflion made ufe of fuch expreffi- 
ons as like thefe here, might be applied likewife to the end of 
the world, and the lafl judgment ; for it was fuch a terrible reve- 
lation of the wrath of God from heaven, and caufed fuch a 
fcene of horror upon this earth, as that it might fitly ferve for 
a type of that glorious tranfa£iion which will be an outlet to the 
day s of time, and an inlet to the days of eternity ; and by the 
accompliftiment of thefe prophecies in the ruin of the Jewifh 
nation, we fhould have our faith confirmed in the alTurances 
Chrift has given us concerning the diflblution of all things 5 furely 
I / come quickly, fo faith Chrift the Lord .of 'hojis> to whom ail 
power in heaven and earth is committed. 



4. % Remember ye the law of Mofes my fervant, 
which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Ifrael, 
with the ftatutes and judgments. 5. ^ Behold, I will 
fend you Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the LOR D. 6. And he 
fhall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and 
the heart of the children to their fathers, left I come 
and fmite the earth with a curfe. 

■ 

This is doubtlefs intended for a folemn conclufion, not only 
of this prophecy, but of the canon of the Old Teftanient, and 
is a plain information that they were not to expeii any more 
fayings or writings by divine infpiration, no more of the drdtates 
of the Spirit of prophecy, till the beginning of the gofpel of the 
Meffiah : which fets afide the Apocrypha as no part of the holy 
writ, and which therefore the Jews never received. 

Now prophecy ceafeth, and is about to be fealed up, there 
are two things required of the people of God that lived then. 

1. They muft keep up an obedient veneration for the law of 
Mofes, ver. 4-. Remember ye the law of Mofes my fervant, and 
ob ferve to do according to it, even that law which I commanded 
unto him in Horeb, that fiery law, which was intended for all 
Ifrael with the flatutes and judgments ; not only the law of the 
ten commandments, but all the other appointments ceremonial 
and judicial then and there given. Obferve here, (1.) The ho- 
nourable mention that is made of Mofes, the firft writer of the 
Old Teftament, in Malachi, the laft writer ; God by him calls 
him Mofes my fervant, for the righteous fhall be had in everlafl- 
ing remembrance. See how the penmen of fcripture, tho' they 
lived in feveral ages at a great diftance from each other, (it was 
above one thoufand two hundred years from Mofes to Malachi) 
all concurred in the fame thing, and fupported one another, 
being all a£ted and guided by one and the fame Spirit. (2.) The 
honourable mention that is made of the law of Mofes ; it was 
what God himfelf commanded, he owns it for his law, and hz 
commanded it for all Ifrael, as the municipal law of their king- 
dom. Thus will God magnify his law \ and make it honourable. 
Note, We are therefore concerned to keep the law, becaufe God 
has commanded it, and commanded it for us, for we are the 
fpiritual Ifrael ; and if we expe£t the benefit of the covenant 
with Ifrael, ■ Heb. viii. 10. we muft obferve the commands given 
to Ifrael, thofe of them that were intended to be of perpetual 
obligation. (3.) The fummary' of our duty, with reference to 
the law ; we muft remember it. Forgetfulnefs of the law is at 
the bottom of all our tranfgreffions of it ; if we would rightly 
remember it, we could not but conform to it ; remember 
it when we have occafion to ufe it 5 remember both the 
commands themfelves* and the fanclions wherewith they are 
enforced. The office of confeience is to bid us remember 
the law. 

But how doth this charge, to re7iie?nber the law of Mofes, 
come in here? (1.) This prophet had reproved them for many 
grofs corruptions and irregularities, both in worfhip and converfa- 
tion, and now for the reforming and amending of what was 
amifs, he only chargeth them to remember the law of Mofes-, 
keep to that rule, and you will do all you fhould do. He will- 
lay upon them no other burthen, but what they have received, hold 

that fafl, Rev. ii. 24, 25. Note, Corrupt churches are to be re- 
formed by the written word, and reduced into order, by being 
reduced to the ftandard of the law and the tefli?nony, fee 1 Cor. xi, 1 
23. (2.) The church had long enjoyed the benefit of prophets, 
extraordinary me/Tengers from God, and now they had a whole 
book of their prophecies put together, and it was a finijhed piece 
but they muft not think that hereby the law of Mofes was fuper- 

feded, and was become as an almanack out of date, as if now 

they 
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they were advanced to a higher form, and might forget that; no, 
the prophets do but confirm and apply the law, and prefs the 
obfervance of that, and therefore ftill remember the law. Note, 
Even when we have made confiderable advances in knowledge, 
yet ftill we muft retain the firft principles of practical religion, 
and refolve to abide by them. Thofe that ftudy the writings of 
the prophets, and the apocalypfe, muft ftill remember the law of 
Mofes, and the four gofpels. (3.) Prophecy was now to ceafe in 
the church for fome ages, and the Spirit of prophecy not to return 
till the beginning of the gofpel, and. now they are bid to remember the 
law of Mofes, let them live by the rules of that, and live upon 
the promifes of that. Note, We need not complain for want of 
vifions and revelations, as long as we have the written word, and 
the canon of fcripture complete, to be our guide-; for that is the 
moft fare word of prophecy, and the touchftone by which we are 
to try the fpirit s. Though we have not prophets, yet as long as 
l^e have bibles We may keep our communion with God, and keep 
ourfelves in his way. (4.) They were to expe£t the coming of 
the Meffiah, and the preaching of his gofpel, and the fetting up 
of his kingdom, and in that expectation they .muft remember the 
law of Mofes, and live in obedience to that, and then they might 
expect the comforts that the Meffiah would bring to the willing 
and obedient. Let them obferve the law of Mofes, and live up 
to the light which that gave them, and then they might expert 
the benefit of the gofpel of Chrift, for to him that has, and ufeth 
what he has well, more Jhall be given, and he Jhall have abun- 
dance. 

a. They muft keep up a believing expectation of the gofpel of 
Chrift, find muft look for the beginning of it in the appearing of 
Elijah the prophet , ver. 5, 6. Behold, 1 fend you Elijah the prophet. 
Though the Spirit of prophecy ceafe for a time, and you will have 
only the law to confult, yet it fhall revive again in one that fhall 
be fent in the fpirit and power of Elias, Luke i. 1 7. The 
law and the prophets were until John, Luke xvi. 16. they conti- 
nued to be the only lights of the church, till that marning-Jlar 
appeared. Note, As God never left hlmfelf without witnefs in 
the world, fo neither in the church, but as there was occafion 
carried the light of divine revelation further and further to the 
perfeiSt day. They had now Mofes and the prophets, and might 
hear them, but God will go further, he will fend them Elijah. 
Obferve, 

1 . Who this prophet is that fhall be fent; it is Elijah; the 
Jevvifh doctors will have it to be the fame Elijah that prophefied 

' in Ifrael in the days of Ahab, that he fhall come again to be the 
forerunner of the Meffiah ; yet others of them fay not the fame 
perfon, but another of the fame fpirit ; it fhould feem, thofe diffe- 
rent fentiments they had when they asked John, Art thou Ellas ? 

' or that prophet that fhould bear his name? John i. 19, 20. But 
we Chriftians know very well, that John Baptift was the Elias 
that was to come, Mat. xvii. 9, 13. and very exprefsly, Mat. xi. 
14. This is Elias which was for to come, and ver, 10. the fame' of 
whom it is written, Behold I fend my meffenger, Mai. iii. 1. Elijah 
was a man of great aufterity and mortification, zealous for God, 
bold in reproving fin, and a6tive to reduce an apoftate people to 
God and their duty, and John Baptift was animated by the fame 
fpirit and power, and preached repentance and reformation, as 
Elias had done ; and all held him for a prophet, as they did 
Elijah in his day, and that his baptifm was from heaven, and 
not of men. Note, When God hath fuch work to do, as was 
formerly to be done, he can raife up fuch men to do it, as he for- 
merly raifed up, and can put . into a John Baptift the fpirit of an 

Elias. <*> 

2. When he fhall be fent ; before the appearing of the Meffiah, 

which becaufe it was the judgment of this world, and introduced 
the ruin of the Jevvifh church and nation, is here called the com- 
ing of the great and dreadful day of the Lord, and this John Bap- 
tift gave them fair warning of, when he told them of the wrath 
to come, that wrath to the uttermoJJ, which was hafting upon 
them, and put them into a way of efcape from it, and of the 



fan * in Chrift 9 s hand, with which Chrift Would throughly purge 
his floor; -fee Mat. iii. 7, ro, 12. That day of Chrift when 
hecatrie firft, was as that day will be when he comes again, 
though a great and joyful day to^thofe that embrace him, yet a 
great and dreadful day to thofe " that "oppofe him. John Baptift 
was fent before the coming of this day, to give people notice of 
it, that they might get ready for it, and go forth to meet it* 

3. On what errand he fhall be fent. He Jhall turn the heart of 
the fathers to their children, and the heart of the children to their 
fathers, i. e. He fhall be-employed in this work, he fhall endea- 
vour it, his do&rine and baptifm fHall have a direft tendency to 
it, and with many fhall be fuccefsful : He fhall be an inftrumenc 
in God's hand, of turning many to righteoufnefs, to the Lord their 
God, and fo making ready a people prepared for him, Luke i. 1 6* 
17. Note, The turning of fouls to God and their dujy, is the 
beft preparation of them for the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord. It is promifed concerning John, (i.) That heftizllgivea 
turn to things ; fhall make a boldjland againft the ftrong torrent 
and long current of fin and impiety, which he found in full 
force among the children of his people, and bearing down all be- 
fore it. This is^called his coming to reft ore all things, Mat- xviL 
1 1. to fet them to rights, that they may again go in the right 
chanel. (2.) That he fhall preach a do&rine that fhall reach 
mens hearts, and have an influence upon them, and work a 
change in them. God's word in his mouth fhall be quick and 
powerful, and a difcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart* 
many had their confidences awakened by his miniftry, that yet 
were not throughly wrought upon, fuch a fpirit and power was 
there in it. (3.) That he fhall turn the hearts of the fathers with 
the children, and of the children with the fathers, (for fo fome 
read it) to God and to their duty ; he fhall call upon young and 
old to repent, and fhall not labour in vain, for many of the fa- 
thers that are going off, and many of the children that are grow- 
ing up, fhall be wrought upon by his miniftry. (4.) That thus 
he fhall be an inftrument to revive and confirm love and unitjr 
among relations, and fhall bring them clofer, and bind them fafter 
to each other, by bringing and binding them all to their God. He 
fhall prepare the way for that kingdom of heaven, which will 
make all its faithful fubjedfe of one heart, and one foul, Ads iv* 
32. which will be a kingdom of love, and will flay all enmities. 

4. With what view he fhall be fent on this errand, lejl I come 
and fmlte the earth, i. e. the land of Ifrael, the body of the 
Jewifh nation, that were of the earth earthly, with a curfe. They 
by their impiety and impenitence in it, had laid themfeives open 
to the curfe of God, which is a feparatlon to all evil, God was ready 
to finite them with that curfe, to bring utter ruin upon them, to 
ftrike home, to ftrike dead with the curfe ; but he will yet once 
more try them*, v/hether they will repent and return, and fo pre- 
vent it ; and therefore fends John Baptift to preach repentance 
to them, that their con verfion. might prevent their confufion ; fo 
unwilling is God that any fhould perifh, fo willing to have hia 
anger turned away ; had they univerfally repented and reformed* 
it had had this defired effedt ; but they generally rejecting the 
counfel of God in John's baptifm, it proved agalnjf themfeives, 
Luke vii. 30. and their land was fmitten with the curfe, which 
both it and they lie under to this day. Note, Thofe muft ex- 
pert to be fmitten with a fword, with a curfe, who turn not t<* 
him that fmlteth them with a rod, with a crofs, Ifa. ix. 13. Now 
the ax is laid to the root of the tree, faith John Baptift, and it is 
ready to be^fmitten, to be cut down with a curfe, therefore bring 
forth fruit meet for repentance. Some obferve that the laft word 
of the Old Teftament is a curfe, which threatens the earth, Zech; 

which we muft be made fenfible of our danger of, that w;e 
may bid Chrift welcome who comes with a bleffing; and it is 
with a bleffing, with the choiceft of bleffings, that the New Tefta- 
ment ends, and zuith it let us arm ourfelves, or rather let God arm 
us, againft this curfe. The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with 
us all. A?nen. 
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CO NTAINING, 

I. The Appellative or Common Words in fo full and large a Manner, that any Verfe may be readily found by 
looking for any material Word in it. In this Part the various Significations of the Principal Words are given, 
by which the plain Meaning of many Pafiages of Scripture is fhewn : And alfo an Account of feveral Jewijh Cuftoms 
and Ceremonies is added, which may ferve to illuftrate many Parts of Scripture. II. The Proper Names in the Scrip- 
tures. To this Part is prefixed a Table, containing the Significations of the Words, in the Original Languages 
from which they are derived. To which is added A Concordance to the Books, called Apocrypha. The 
Whole digefted in an Eafy and Regular Method, which, together with the various Significations and other Improve- 
ments now added, renders it more ufeful than any Book of this kind hitherto publiflied. 

^ALEXANDER CRUDEN, M. A. 

John v. 39. Search the Scriptures^ for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which teflify of me. 

2 Tim. Hi. 15. — Thou hajl known the holy Scrit>tures 9 which are able to make thee wife unto falvation > through faith which is 
in Chriji Jefus. 
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Difcourles on thofe Graces and Duties, which are purely evangelical, and not contained in the moral Law* 
and on the Helps, Motives and Advantages of performing them, being anintire Treatife in four Parts. 

By J O H N EDWARDS, D. D. 

Part I. Difcourfe x. Of San&ification. 2. Of Regeneration. 3. The Nature and Neceffity of good Works. 4. Of the 
Nature of inoffenfive Conference. 5. Continual Aftion and Employment are required in the Life of a Chriftiari. 6. Of the Imita- 
tion of Chrifh Part II. Difcourfe 1. and 2. Of Bleflednefs or Happinefs, preparatory to the feveral Difcourfes on the Beatitudes in 
our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount. 3. The firft Beatitude of Poverty of Spirit or Humility. 4. The fecond Beatitude of fpi- 
ritual Mourning. 5. The third Beatitude of Meeknefs. 6. The fourth Beatitude of fpiritual Hunger and Thirft. 7. The fifth 
Beatitude of Mercifulnefs. 8. The fixth Beatitude of Purity of Heart and Sincerity. 9. The feventh Beatitude of Chriftian Peace- 
making ; with an Appendix to the Difcourfe, Blefled are the Peace-makers. 10. The eighth Beatitude of perfecuting for Righ- 
teoufnefs Sake. n. Of Chriftian Circumfpedtion or Exa&nefs. 12. Of Chriftian Wifdom and Prudence. 13. Of redeeming and 
improving of Time. 14. The Duties of thofe that have the Charge of Families. 15. Of being religious betimes. 16. 
Of Self-Denial. 17. Of taking the Crofs, or Patience under all Kinds of Sufferings. 18. Of Zeal. 19. Of Growth in Grace. 
20. Of Perfection. 21. Of Prefeverance. 22. Of the holy Art of numbering our Days. 23. Of the Chriftian's Duty of defiring to 
depart. 24. Of the Bleflednefs of the well-employed Servant. Part III. Difcourfe 1. Of Confideration and Meditation attended 
with Refolution. 2. Religious Vows, a Help to Godlinefs. 3. Of Watchfulnefs. 4. Of evil Company. 5, Of Gluttony* 
and Drunkennefs. 6. Of Drunkennefs more efpecially to be avoided. 7. Of the Confideration of the Brevity and Uncertainty of 
Man's Life. 8. Of the Certainty of Death. 9. Of the Narrow-way and the Broad-way. Part IV. Difcourfe 1. Of the uni- 
verfal Advantage of Religion and Holinefs. 2. Of the Eafinefs and Pleafantnefs of the Chriftian Religion. 3. Of the Freedom 
which attends the Chriftian Religion. 4. Of the Wifdom of being holy. 5. Of the Folly of Sin. 6. Of the Joy which 
attends Godlinefs. 7. Of the Judgments that attend Sinners. 
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Thirty-eight Sermons upon the principal Heads of Praflical Religion, efpecially as injoined and inforced by Chriftianity. In two 
Volumes. Defigned for the Ufe of Families. The Fourth Edition. 
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IN the Preface to Dr Watts's Sermons in O&avo, the Reader will find the following Chara&er of this Work. 
** Since I firft publiflied thefe Difcourfes, the World has been furnifhed with a more complete Account of moft of thefc 
Subje&s, in that excellent Treatife called the Christian "Temper, which my worthy Friend Dr Evan s hath fent 
** abroad, and which is, perhaps, the moft complete Summary of thofe Duties which make up the Chriftian Life, that hath been 
fi < publiflied in our Age. 
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